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Amnesty International concerned with human
rights deterioration in Yemen

The independent international organization concerned with human rights
has been keeping a close eye on Yemen lately while issuing several statements
in the last two weeks condemning violations committed by the government

against human rights.

Summarized by Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Sept 7 — In the name of se-
curity, the Yemeni authorities are roll-
ing back human rights gains — with
terrible consequences for the people of
Yemen, says Amnesty International’s
latest report on Yemen ‘security at
what price?’

Al has been surveying the violations
against human rights in the last few
months and concluded that the govern-
ment has increasingly resorted to re-
pressive and illegal methods.

Hundreds if not thoUSnds of peo-
ple suspected of links to Al-Qaeda or
armed Islamist groups have been ar-
rested and subjected to a wide range
of abuses, including enforced disap-
pearance, prolonged detention without
charge, torture and unfair trials.

In the conflict with the Houthis in
the northern Sa’ada region, hundreds,
possibly thoUSnds, of civilians have
been killed, many as a result of appar-
ently indiscriminate attacks, and over a
quarter of a million people have been
forced to flee their homes. In the south,
security forces have allegedly targeted
for killings people prominent in the
Southern Movement and have killed
or injured hundreds of protesters dur-
ing peaceful demonstrations. Many
suspected of links to the Houthis or the
Southern Movement have been arbi-
trarily detained and jailed after unfair
trials.

Those speaking out against govern-
ment policies or human rights viola-
tions have also been targeted, among
them journalists, human rights defend-
ers and lawyers.

Legislation and specialized courts
created to counter terrorism have been
used to imprison even those who mere-
ly discuss what is happening in Sa’ada
or the south.

And the main security fear for many
Yemenis is to be caught up in the gov-
ernment’s sweeping responses to the
challenges it faces in the south and
north, which are often described as
counterterrorism operations.

Al argues that international pressure
on Yemen intensified after 25 Decem-
ber 2009 when a Nigerian man, said
to have been trained by Al-Qaeda in
Yemen, apparently tried to blow up a
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US airliner bound for Detroit. The US
government quickly expanded military
and intelligence co-operation with the
Yemeni authorities, and in early 2010
announced a USD 155 million security
package for Yemen, with around USD
35 million earmarked for the country’s
Special Operations Forces to carry out
counter-terrorism operations.
Moreover, the largely uncritical in-
ternational support for Yemen’s secu-
rity operations has facilitated the gov-
ernment’s resort to unlawful methods.
It is high time the international com-
munity put a different kind of pressure
on the Yemeni authorities and other
governments involved in Yemen —pres-
sure based on the understanding that
by violating human rights, security is
jeopardized, not enhanced.

Responding to Al-Qaeda

In July 2007, a suicide bomber killed
eight Spanish tourists and two Yemeni
drivers accompanying them in Marib.
In September 2008, a suicide bomb at-
tack against the US embassy in Sana’a
killed at least 16 people, including six
attackers. In March 2009, a bomb killed
four South Korean tourists and their
Yemeni guide in Hadramout. In June
2010, an attack on a security forces’
building in Aden killed seven security
officers, three women and a child.

These and other lethal attacks have
been carried out by militants suspected
by the government of being affiliated
to al-Qaeda and other Islamist armed
groups in Yemen.

Amnesty International is concerned
that the Yemeni authorities are failing
to protect people from such attacks
while ensuring that any measures it
takes do not violate human rights and
that they increasingly resort to abusive
measures.

Hundreds, possibly thoUSnds, of
people have been detained for long
periods without charge or trial. Some
have disappeared. Some have been tor-
tured. Some have been condemned to
death or long prison terms after unfair
trials before the Specialized Criminal
Court, set up in 1999 to deal with state
security offences.

“An extremely worrying trend has
developed where the Yemeni authori-
ties, under pressure from the US and
others to fight Al-Qaeda, and Saudi
Arabia to deal with the Houthis, have
been citing national security as a pre-
text to deal with opposition and stifle
all criticism.” said Malcolm Smart,
Amnesty International’s Director for
the Middle East and North Africa Pro-
gram.

Since 2009 the security forces have
killed more than 100 people in opera-
tions allegedly targeting “terrorists”. In
some cases, people were said to have
been killed during exchanges of fire
between militants and security forces

Amnesty International

Southern Movement mass demonstration, 2009. Many people in the south be-
lieve they are subject to discrimination by the government and there is grow-
ing support for secession from the north. Tens of thousands of people have
engaged in mass protests since August 2007. Red, white, blue and black flags
of the former PDRY flutter from rooftops, and the colors feature heavily in
graffiti on walls, houses and shop fronts.

trying to apprehend them.

In others, the security forces appear
to have made no attempt to make an
arrest, or used excessive force. No ju-
dicial investigations are known to have
been initiated to establish whether or
not the use of lethal force by security
forces in any of these cases was justi-
fied and lawful.

Conflict in Sa’ada

Pictures of the aftermath of the conflict
in Sa’ada reveal a devastated region.
Houses and apartment blocks, market
places and mosques, petrol stations and
businesses, schools and health centers
— no type of building appeared to have
been spared.

Several displaced people described
to Amnesty International attacks that
indicated the use of cluster bombs. A
man who survived the bombing of a
market in Razih on 7 October said: “I
saw two planes with parachutes com-
ing down [from them]. People said and
thought it was aid. They took about
three minutes to come down... Then
the market turned to a screaming area,
smoke, shrapnel, dust, stones and bro-
ken windows everywhere...”

Others described repeated attacks on
residential areas. A man who witnessed
the bombing in Razih of two houses of
the Abu Taleb family on 30 December
2009, in which up to 45 people were
killed, said: “We were taking the vic-
tims out — 14 women and 16 children
were killed.”

Another group described the bomb-
ing of Bani Ma’an market on about
12 December 2009, which killed 80
to 90 people. One of them said: “You
couldn’t tell human flesh from animal
meat.”

The lack of access to Sa’ada meant
that Amnesty International delegates in
Yemen in March 2010 could not verify
such accounts at first hand, although

collectively the accounts they received
provided strong evidence of the nature
of the recent bombardments by Yemeni
and Saudi Arabian forces.

International  humanitarian  law,
which applies during armed conflicts,
forbids the targeting of civilian objects,
such as houses, as well as attacks that
fail to discriminate between military
and civilian targets, or are dispropor-
tionate in their consequences for civil-
ians.

Muzzling free speech

The government has become increas-
ingly intolerant of the independent me-
dia and any criticism. Journalists, edi-
tors and media proprietors have been
detained, held incommunicado, ill-
treated and jailed on spurious charges
after unfair trials.

Security forces have attacked and
raided newspaper offices and televi-
sion stations, and shot at demonstrators
peacefully protesting against repression
of free speech. Newspapers have been
suspended and news websites blocked.

Freedom of expression is guaranteed

by Yemen’s Constitution. However, this
right is undermined by restrictive laws
and practices, particularly the 1990
Press and Publications Law, and by
the Specialized Press and Publications
Court set up in May 2009. The court
appears to be aimed at suppressing
dissent by fast-tracking cases brought
against government critics.

Among many victims of the crack-
down on free

and defending Houthi supporters.
Such charges are punishable by
death. He was then referred to the Spe-
cialized Criminal Court. In April
2010 he was told that he also faced
prosecution for “defaming the Presi-
dent” before the Specialized Press and
Publications Court, apparently for ar-
ticles he wrote in 2005.
In March 2010 Amnesty Interna-
tional delegates
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appeared in Sep-
tember 2009 for
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mad al- Maqal-
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20 May Yemen’s
President halted
all legal pro-
ceedings against
him. However,
Amnesty Inter-
national is con-

was bleeding and

lost  conscious-
ness... [ was unable to move for about
10 days.”

Muhammad al-Maqalih was sub-
sequently charged with broadcasting
information against the security forces

cerned that the
charges against
him were not dropped, so the threat of
trial and punishment continues to hang
over him.
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Muslim Women’s Shura Council:

Female genital cutting: Harmful and un-islamic

The Muslim Women’s Shura Council is a global and in-
clusive council of Muslim women scholars, activists, and
specialists. The Council endeavors to connect Islamic
principles to society’s most pressing issues and develop ho-
listic strategies for creating positive social change. In the
following statement, the Shura Council condemns Female
Genital Cutting as a harmful and un-Islamic practice and
suggests ways to eliminate it. In doing so, the Council is
in accordance with the rising religious consensus on the
issue, the views of the international human rights commu-
nity, and published medical research.

emale Genital Cutting (FGC)

is a broad and somewhat

problematic label that de-

scribes the partial or total re-

moval of the external female
genitalia or other injury to the female
genital organs for non-medical rea-
sons. Unlike comparable practices that
are undertaken in the medical context,
such as genital plastic surgeries and
non-elective genital modification for
intersex infants, FGC describes proce-
dures performed on a minor female for
traditional or cultural reasons in non-
medical contexts. This Shura Council
statement uses The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) criteria for the defini-
tion of FGC.

The World Health Organization clas-
sifies FGC into four major types, based
on severity of excision. FGC, therefore,
describes a varied range of practices, in-
cluding the following: slight pricking or
nicking of the clitoral hood; hoodecto-
my (excision of the clitoral hood); clito-
ridectomy (excision of the clitoris); the
excision of the clitoris and labia minora
and majora; and infibulation (suturing)
with excision of the external genitalia.

Commonly cited reasons for the
practice include the faulty beliefs that
FGC is “a good
tradition” or a

FGC with legal opinions (fatawa). A
2005 report entitled, “Children in Is-
lam: Their Care, Development and
Protection,” issued by UNICEF and the
International Islamic Center for Popula-
tion Studies and Research at Al-Azhar
University, also strongly condemns the
practice.

FGC is harmful

FGC procedures are often performed in
unsterile environments and with little
or no anesthesia. Although all FGC
procedures carry health risks, infibula-
tion (suturing) with excision, which
accounts for 10% of all FGC cases in
Africa, is by far the most dangerous to
children and women.

Medical consequences of FGC in-
clude, but are not limited to, the fol-
lowing: death through shock and/or
excessive bleeding; infection; sepsis;
urine retention; ulceration of the genital
region; injury to adjacent genital tissue;
scarring; infertility; cysts; painful sexual
intercourse; increased risk of transmis-
sion of sexually transmitted diseases,
including HIV/AIDS; and a range of
resulting psychological and psychiatric
problems.

In areas of the world where medical
facilities are ill-
equipped or inac-

religious require-
ment or that it
ensures “cleanli-

Extensive religious,
scholarly, and judicial

cessible, children
who develop un-
controlled bleed-

ness” and pre- consensus exists ing or infection
vents excessive on all forms of FGC, die within hours
clitoral .growth. deeming it both un- qf the first inci-
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deeply connect- S am_lc and In vioiation who have un-
ed to marriage of children’s and dergone  FGC
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about protecting
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as currently defined
by the international

more likely to die
during childbirth
and give birth to
a stillborn child.
In fact, FGC-

cuity. community.
FGC is prac-
ticed openly

in 28 different African countries, as
well as secretly in parts of the Middle
East, Europe, Australia, and the United
States. Over 130 million women world-
wide have been affected by some form
of FGC, and three million girls are at
risk every year. Most children are sub-
jected to FGC between the ages of four
and ten years. However, there has been
a recent downward shift in the age of
victims, as parents try to reduce trauma
to their children, avoid government in-
terference, or forestall resistance from
the children themselves. Some women
who escaped FGC during childhood
may later undergo FGC as a prerequi-
site for marrying into a community.
FGC has been widely condemned by
political and religious authorities and is
banned by a broad network of local, na-
tional, and international laws. Countries
with national laws against FGC include
Burkina Faso, Central African Republic,
Djibouti, Ghana, Great Britain, Guinea,
Sudan, Sweden, and the United States.
In other countries, child abuse laws
cover FGC. The governments of Be-
nin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central
African Republic, Cote d’lvoire, Dji-
bouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia,
Guinea, Kenya, Niger, Senegal, Sudan,
Tanzania, Togo, and Uganda have de-
clared their commitment to eradicating
the practice. The WHO, United Nations
Children’s Fund, and United Nations
Population Fund have issued joint state-
ments against FGC, recognizing it as
a major human rights violation against
girls and women. Major international
treaties that ban the practice include
Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination against Wom-
en (CEDAW) and Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Regional treaties
that forbid the practice include The Af-
rican Charter on Human and Peoples’
Rights (the Banjul Charter) and its Pro-
tocol on the Rights of Women in Africa
and the African Charter on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child. High-level
Islamic and Christian religious scholars
from around the world have denounced

practicing re-
gions have the world’s highest maternal
and infant mortality rates.

Research suggests that FGC can be
eliminated very rapidly if communi-
ties themselves decide to do so. Un-
fortunately, FGC continues to endure
because of cultural and political reasons
and is often fallaciously justified on re-
ligious grounds.

FGC is un-Islamic

Muslim proponents of FGC often try to
justify it on the basis of religion and the
practice is widespread in several Mus-
lim-majority countries. According to a
UNICEEF report based on Demographic
and Health Surveys, FGC is most prev-
alent in the following countries: Guinea
(99% prevalence in 1999); Egypt (97%
rate of prevalence among ever-married
women in 2003); Mali (92% percent in
2001); and northern Sudan (90% preva-
lence in 2000). Somalia and Djibouti
are estimated to have prevalent rates of
around 90%. FGC is also common in
several Christian-majority countries in
Africa including Ethiopia, Kenya, and
The Central African Republic (CAR).
In Burkino Faso, Co6te d’Ivoire, Mali,
and Niger, Muslim women are more
likely than Christian women to have
undergone FGC. However, in Kenya
and Tanzania, the reverse is true, with
a higher percentage of Christian women
than Muslim women undergoing FGC.
Exposure is also determined by ethnic-
ity, locale, and education.

This diversity stems from the fact that
FGC is a social and cultural practice,
not a religious one. It predates the birth
of both Islam and Christianity. Origins
of the practice are unclear; however, it
is generally traced to Pharaonic Egypt,
based on evidence found on mummies.
FGC is virtually absent in many Mus-
lim-majority countries, including Iran
and Saudi Arabia, where it can be found
mainly among immigrant populations.
It is performed by Christians, Muslims,
and Jews, as well as by members of
non-Abrahamic religions in the areas
where it is common.

UNFPA

FGC as it is currently practiced has
been overwhelmingly condemned by
religious authorities and rendered il-
legal by government statutes and in-
ternational treaties. Based on every
single source guiding Islamic ethics,
it is clear that FGC is unjustifiable on
Islamic grounds. These sources include
the Qur’an, the sayings of the Prophet
Muhammad (hadith), the objectives
and principles of Muslim religious law
(magqasid al-shari’a), religious consen-
sus (Ijma), legal opinions (fatwas), and
analogical deduction (qiyas).

FGC contradicts the Holy Qur’an
The Qur’an does not specifically men-
tion female genital cutting. However,
the Qur’anic messages of health, jus-
tice, and compassion, which perme-
ate the holy text, clearly contradict the
practice of FGC. Several other Qur’anic
verses strongly condemn acts that nega-
tively affect the human body (2:195; 4:
119; 30:30), as FGC clearly does. Fur-
thermore, the Qur’an promotes mutual
pleasure during marital sexual inter-
course (2:187 and 30:21), which is se-
verely limited by FGC.

According to the Qur’an, humans
were created in “the best stature” (96:4).
Therefore, the human body is to be left
as it was created by God, unless there
is an acceptable reason for interfering
with it. “Tradition” is not an accept-
able reason, as the Qur’an strongly con-
demns those who blindly follow harm-
ful traditions:

But when they are told, “Follow what
God has bestowed from on high,” some
answer, “Nay, we shall follow [only]
that which we found our forefathers
believing in and doing.” Why, even if
their forefathers did not use their reason
at all, and were devoid of all guidance?
(2: 170).

Islam forbids all harmful and destruc-
tive cultural practices. One relevant ex-
ample is female infanticide, which was
“traditional” to pre-Islamic Arabia but
came to be banned under Islam. The
Qur’anic injunction against female in-
fanticide and hurting innocents, there-
fore, is worth repeating here: “and when
the girl child who was buried alive shall
be asked ‘for what sin was she killed’”
(89: 8-9)

FGC contradicts the prophet’s exam-
ple and words (Hadith)

There is no mention of any female
members of the Prophet’s household
being cut, whereas there is evidence
that his two grandsons, al-Hassan and
al-Hussein, were circumcised at the age
of seven days.

The Prophet was exemplary in his
kindness and gentleness towards all
members of his family and is known
to have said, “Whoever becomes the

father of a girl, he should neither hurt
her nor treat her with contempt.” Speak-
ing of one of his daughters, the Prophet
noted, “[she] is a part of my body, and
I hate what she hates to see, and what
hurts her, hurts me.”

Several hadith, the authenticity of
which cannot be confirmed, mention
female genital cutting. The hadith most
commonly used by proponents of FGC
is the following:

Um Atiyyat al-Ansariyyah said: “A
woman used to perform circumcision in
Medina. The Prophet (pbuh) said to her:
‘Do not cut too severely as that is better
for a woman and more desirable for a
husband’.”

This is considered a “weak” hadith
and can be found in only one of the six
hadith collections generally accepted as
authentic. Therefore, this hadith is not
suitable for legal argumentation. In ad-
dition, there is also a great deal of con-
tention as to its wording and interpre-
tation. Sayyid Sabiq, renowned scholar

Dana Hazin / IRIN

A billboard in Cairo says “No to female circumcision.”

and author of Figh-us-Sunnah, has
debunked as un-authentic every hadith
concerning female circumcision.

However, even if one were to enter-
tain the possibility that this particular
hadith is authentic, it does not justify
FGC, because it does not encourage the
practice, but instead curbs it: the Proph-
et is advising against cutting a woman’s
genitalia severely enough to harm her
and her relations with her husband. All
but the most symbolic forms of FGC
would be banned on the basis of this
supposedly sympathetic hadith alone,
even if it were authentic.

According to the International Is-
lamic Center for Population Studies and
Research at Al-Azhar University, “the
use of the general term ‘Sunnah Cir-
cumcision’ [for FGC] is nothing but a
form of deceit to misguide people and
give the impression that the practice is
Islamic.”

FGC is not supported by legal consen-
sus (Ijma) or legal opinions (Fatwa)

There is no consensus within the four
classical figh schools on FGC. Classi-
cal Islamic scholars who mention fe-
male circumcision allowed cutting only
the uppermost skin of the clitoral pre-
puce. Therefore, Islam amounted to a

regulation and curbing of a pre-existing
practice. In keeping with this curbing,
currently the majority of Muslims do
not practice any form of female genital
cutting.

In accordance with the principle of
protecting life and in confirmation of the
important hadith, “there should be nei-
ther harming nor reciprocating harm,”
Islamic law forbids any attack on the
human body, including any form of cor-
poral harm or sexual assault. It is likely
that classical scholars who called FGC
permissible (mubaah) were not aware
of its harm, because only a cultural
practice that does not hurt an individual
or the society can be called permissible
under Islamic law. With the increase in
scientific and medical knowledge on the
effects of FGC on children, women, and
families, extensive scholarly consensus
has begun to form among contemporary
scholars. Numerous learned fatwas have
been issued against the practice world-
wide, and an increasing tide of Islamic

scholarship has been wearing down the
cultural walls of FGC.

In a global 2006 conference, an im-
pressive array of high-level Islamic re-
ligious scholars from around the world
declared FGC to be both contrary to
Islam and an attack on women. Among
the scholars present were Egypt’s two
top Islamic clerics: Dr. Mohammed
Sayed Tantawi, the Grand Sheik of Al-
Azhar, the foremost theological institute
in the Sunni Muslim world, and Grand
Mufti Ali Gomaa. Other participants in-
cluded Hamdi Mahmoud Zakzouk (the
minister of religious affairs in Egypt),
Sultan Abdelkader Mohamed Humad of
Djibouti, and Sultan Ali Mirah Hanfary
of Ethiopia, as well as distinguished
scholars from Somalia, Chad, Mali,
Mauritania, Eritrea, Nigeria, Djibouti,
Morocco, and Turkey. Prominent reli-
gious scholar Dr. Yusuf al-Qaradawi,
who had previously been ambivalent on
the issue, noted that the Qur’an forbids
the mutilation of God’s creation and
unequivocally declared, “We are on the
side of those who ban this practice”

In 2009, Egypt’s Dar al-Ifta’, the in-
ternational flagship for Islamic legal re-
search, released an extensive statement
that denounced “female circumcision”
as a harmful cultural rite: “Anyone who
is acquainted with the reality of the mat-
ter cannot speak except in favor of its
prohibition.”

In January 2010, a group of thirty-
four West African Muslim scholars
and clerics assembled for the purpose
of issuing a fatwa against female geni-
tal cutting. Other prominent scholars
who have spoken against FGC include
Sheikh Sayyid Sabiq, Sheik Moham-
mad Arafa, Sheikh Shaltoot, Sheikh
Abubakar Aljazaairy, Dr. Su’ad Saleh,
and Dr. Selim al-Awwa.

Currently, religious scholars world-
wide — including those in Egypt, Iraqi
Kurdistan, Somalia, Gambia, and
Kenya, to name a few — are working
alongside health professionals and so-
cial workers to eradicate FGC.

FGC cannot be supported by analogy
(Qiyas)

Proponents of FGC sometimes try to
justify it by using qiyas, the Islamic
legal tradition of analogy, arguing that
FGC is analogous to male circumcision
and therefore Islamic. However, FGC is
not analogous to male circumcision for
the following reasons:

1. As explained above, FGC has no
basis in Islamic texts, in stark contrast
to male circumcision.

2. Unlike male circumcision, FGC is
practiced only by some Muslim com-
munities, and even these disagree on
the extent and parameters of the cutting.
Had FGC been as connected to Islam as
male circumcision, the extent of cutting
would have been as clearly defined and
the practice would have been equally
widespread.

3. FGC cannot be compared to cir-
cumcision because what is cut in males
is skin that has no essential function,
whereas in females, functional organs
are often removed and modified.

4. There are proven medical benefits
to male circumcision, but absolutely

no benefits have been reported for
FGC - on the contrary, only harm. For
example, published medical research
suggests that male circumcision is pro-
tective against STDs, including HIV/
AIDS. In stark contrast, FGC is directly
correlated with the spread of STDs, in-
cluding HIV/AIDS; it has been proven
to play significant role in actually facili-
tating the transmission of HIV infection
through numerous mechanisms.

In fact, according to Dr. Su’ad Saleh of
Al-Azhar University, FGC resembles
not male circumcision but “the custom
of burying girls alive, before the advent
of Islam.”

FGC contradicts the principles of
islamic jurisprudence (magqasid al-
shari’a): According to scholarly con-
sensus, the six objectives and principles
of Muslim religious law (Shari’a) in-
clude the protection and promotion of
religion (al-din), life (al-nafs), mind (al-

‘aql), family (al-nasl), wealth (al-mal),

and dignity (al-‘ird). FGC violates at

least five of these principles:

 The Protection of Life: FGC harms in-
fants, girls, and women, endangering
their lives and the lives of their future
children.

e The Protection of Mind: FGC harms
girl’s minds by undermining their men-
tal and psychosexual health, causing
psychosis and trauma.

e The Protection of Family: FGC pre-
vents the proper fulfillment of conjugal
relations and precludes a mutually plea-
surable sexual relationship between a
husband and wife. Medical evidence
clearly indicates that healthy sexual re-
lationships promote health stress relief,
stronger immune systems, better sleep,
and even longer life. In contrast, FGC
precludes these health benefits and has
been linked to infertility and divorce.

* The Protection of Dignity: FGC harms
women’s dignity, condemning them to
a life of serial infections and intimate
scars. Disfiguring genitalia, on the un-
proven assumption that it prevents pro-
miscuity, denies humans their divine
right to free will and dignity.

e The Protection of Religion: In many
cases, suturing and scars make it im-
possible for the cut female to attain
ritual cleanliness (tahara), denying
her the right to worship. The unneces-
sary health problems caused by FGC
prevent a woman from enjoying the
two blessings the Prophet has praised:
“health and free time for doing good.”

14U

Join the campaign

As a part of its ongoing Jihad Against
Violence campaign, WISE and
partners have launched a campaign to
eradicate FGC by providing religious
education against the practice, as
well as financial incentives and
replacement economic  activities
for those currently performing FGC
within the community.

For more information about current
campaign visit
http://www.wisemuslimwomen.org/
currentissues/femalegenitalcutting.
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Opportunities

Study Pharmacy /
B.Sc Nursing in UAE

Full Scholarship in B.Pharm and B.Sc Nursing available

|2th grade / A level completed students along with parents, may please visit our
representative Mr. Mohammed Dahham, Mobile No: +967735264208 with their
| 2th marks and TOEFL/IELTS score at the following venues for further information.

Venue

Date Timings

Mercure Hotel
Sanaa

I5th Sept 2010
Wednesday

llam - 9pm

Mercure Hotel
Aden

16th Sept 2010

Thursday 2pm - 9pm

Other Programs Offered:
* Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS)
* Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS)

f’%‘?‘x RAK Medical & Health Sciences University

Ras Al Khaimah, UAE

P.O.Box 11172, Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates. Tel: + 971-7-2269999
Email: admissions@rakmhsu.ae Website: www.rakmhsu.com

All programs have been granted Initial Accreditation by the Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, UAE.

Listed in IMED (International Medical Education Directory) http ://imed.faimer.org

The United Nations Youth Association
of Lebanon (UNYA-Lebanon) is
delighted to announce the call for
applications for the Workshop enti-
tled “Step by Step to make a docu-
mentary”. The workshop is planned
to take place on Saturday September
18, 2010 at the UNESCO Palace,
Beirut.

This new concept of workshop is
intended particularly to bring togeth-
er young individuals (activists, social
workers, bloggers, and documentary
amateurs/beginners) and introduce
them to the basics, tips and tricks of
creating successful short documenta-
ries, thus allowing them to enhance
their activities with a visual docu-
mentation.

For application form and additional
info, kindly check the following link:
http://www.unyaleb.org/youthocracy-
2010-2011-action-plan/workshops-
trainings/ongoing “

Career Training for Aviation
Mechanics
You can boost your career opportuni-
ties by training at a Federal Aviation
Administration- (FAA) certified
school. About 170 trade schools have
this distinction. You can earn an
associate or bachelor’s degree in avi-
onics , aviation technology, or avia-
tion maintenance management. more
The FAA requires mechanics to

have at least 1,900 class hours. Along
with courses on specific aircraft sys-
tems, you can expect to study math,
physics, computer science, mechani-
cal drawing, electronics , and even
chemistry. You also have to pass an
exam to receive an FAA certificate.
*  Expected job growth over the
next decade: 10%
*  Best job opportunities:
. Commuter and regional
airlines

. General aviation
. FAA repair stations

e Most jobs found: In the field of
air transportation

e  Highest salaries: At major air-
lines

e Median earnings as of 2006:
$22.95 per hour

Middle East is expected to emerge
as one of the world’s most competi-
tive tourism landscapes

Deloitte’s new issue of the “Middle
East Point of View” magazine pro-

vides insights into data protection,
thought leadership in Islamic Finance,
market efficiency in the Gulf, trends
in GCC government services, and
many other imminent topics

August 24, 2010 — Following the
positive response to the Middle East
Point of View’s first edition, Deloitte
unveils today the magazine’s second
issue which covers a plethora of top-
ics that impact today’s Middle East
economies and countries.

The magazine aims to share knowl-
edge through independent thought
pieces by providing analyses and
commentaries by experts at Deloitte
in the Middle East and around the
globe.
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Words of Wisdom

Many countries hold elections.
Even when these are not rigged,
they tend to cement the old
patron-clientele relations in a new
grab. The reason is that the
people in power use their
connections (and state funds,
media, bureaucracy, etc.) to
achieve the election results they
want. The result is that they
create  docile parliaments.
Elections thus end up enabling
those in power to hold on to it.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Keeping Ramadan’s
real spirit all year round

reparations for Ramadan start almost one
month ahead of its beginning. Days go fast
and soon we are through with this month
and all it meant to Muslims worldwide.

At

Regular life in Yemen is greatly disturbed during
this month because Yemenis would rather stay up all
night eating and sleep until after noon without much
work being done. Unfortunately, in Yemen the month
is associated with lots of eating, extra TV hours, no
productivity, fighting and crazy traffic between three
until the early morning hours.

On the other hand, Ramadan also brings charity,
social gatherings, religious commitment and reminds
Yemenis of the hungry and the poor.

If only we could take the positive spirit of Ramadan
into our daily life throughout the year and continue
the sense of compassion and charity.

For many poor families this month is a true blessing
because their lives improve. Once this month comes
to an end, a drastic transformation in people’s behav-
ior takes place and they forget how sympathetic they
were with the poor, and how friendly they became
with their neighbors and family.

Let’s celebrate Eid with the resolution to continue
the good spirit of Ramadan beyond this month. It’s
not difficult because if we have enjoyed doing it for
one whole month why not more?

Also we don’t need to limit the spirit of Rama-
dan locally or among Muslims. Just like there is the
Christmas spirit that touches people all around the
world, why not have a Muslim peace calling for kind-
ness and extended giving to all mankind regardless of
religion or origin.

Keeping Ramadan alive in our hearts and around
the world, why not?

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

By overthrowing regional order,
US unleashed a genie

By: Paul Salem
The National

he Sunni-Shiite tensions have
prolonged the conflict in Iraq,
caused sectarian clashes in
Lebanon and insurgency in
Yemen, but also stand-offs in
Bahrain, Kuwait and parts of Saudi Arabia.

The US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003
changed the geostrategic outlines of the
Middle East. It brought a massive west-
ern army into the region with an ambitious
agenda of regime-change, toppled a major
Arab state that had served as a buffer to Ira-
nian and Turkish power for most of the 20th
century, and unleashed sharp ethnic and
sectarian tensions that reverberated around
the region. Although the effects of the Iraq
war on the region are still unfolding, some
consequences are already irreversible.

The initial justification for the invasion
of Iraq was posed as defensive and linked
to the threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and the purported Iraqi support for al
Qa’eda. When these reasons proved empty,
the justification was cast in wider and more
aggressive terms: a push for regime change
and forced democratisation in order to
transform the Middle East.

The unspoken model was previous
American experiences in Europe and Asia,
where the toppling of hostile regimes (Nazi
Germany, imperial Japan and the Soviet
Union) had led to pro-western transforma-
tions in governments from Berlin to Tokyo,

and many capitals in between.

Needless to say, American ambitions in
the Middle East did not pan out as planned.
The political situation in Iraq did not co-
alesce as in post-war Germany and Japan
or post-collapse Russia, with the rapid rise
of a western-oriented national leadership.
Rather, politics deteriorated into prolonged
internal conflict and paralysis.

Those neighbours of Iraq that were tar-
geted for regime change, Syria and Iran, did
not fall in line after the American invasion,
but co-operated intensely to undermine the
occupation and try to force the US with-
drawal. Arab allies of the US who panicked
at Bush administration pressure for rapid
democratisation learnt that they could get
by with only cosmetic reforms, and that the
US would back off from its agenda once it
realised that Islamist parties would be the
likely winners.

Far from transforming the region into
an oasis of American influence led by pro-
western liberal elites on the western and
central European model, the war strength-
ened radicals in the region and in places re-
inforced the hold of authoritarian regimes.

In terms of regional order, the collapse of
Iraq heralded the end of the Arab order that
had prevailed precariously since the 1950s.
This order had been informed by the ideol-
ogy of Arab nationalism, institutionalised
in the League of Arab States, and strength-
ened under the leadership of the Egyptian
president Gamal Abdel Nasser.

The separate peace between Egypt and

Israel in 1979 was a strong blow to this or-
der, as was the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait a
decade later. But the toppling of the Iraqi
state in 2003 marked the transformation of
Iraq from a state protecting the borders of
the Arab order to an arena of regional influ-
ence and competition.

Although Egypt and Saudi Arabia are
struggling to preserve Iraq within the
“Arab order”, the country is at the centre of
an emerging regional order which includes
strong roles for Iran and Turkey in addition
to the Arab states.

The toppling of Iraq also changed the
thematics of Middle East politics. Although
the Arab-Israeli conflict remained impor-
tant, the issue of a rising Iran and the re-
ignition of Sunni-Shiite tension emerged as
two new themes.

With regard to the Arab-Israel conflict,
friends of Israel had led the charge for the
American invasion of Iraq. Israel was rid
of the strongest Arab threat against it, but
it ended up facing a new and larger threat
in the shape of an empowered and nuclea-
rising Iran, commanding a semi-imperial
zone of influence stretching through Iraq,
Syria and southern Lebanon, and reaching
all the way to Gaza.

With Iraq gone and Iranian influence
unleashed, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and other
Arab states have sought to revive the peace
process and resolve the Arab-Israeli con-
flict in order to pull Damascus away from
Tehran and block Iranian exploitation of
the issue. These attempts failed in the face

of the Bush administration and Israeli unin-
terest, although all eyes are now on Barack
Obama’s fresh efforts to revive talks. For
most Arab leaders, since the Iraq war the
potential threat from Iran has replaced the
Arab-Israeli conflict as the main cause for
concern.

Whereas Sunni dominance of the Arab
world had been uncontested for centuries,
the emergence of a Shiite-led state in Bagh-
dad, the dominant position of Hizbollah in
Lebanon, and the growing influence of Iran
in the Middle East, has raised region-wide
sectarian tensions.

These tensions not only fuelled the
prolonged conflict in Iraq, brief sectarian
clashes in Lebanon and insurgency in Ye-
men, but have also led to serious Sunni-
Shiite stand-offs in Bahrain, Kuwait and
parts of Saudi Arabia. The Iraq war un-
leashed a genie that had lain relatively dor-
mant, and Sunni-Shiite tension is likely to
define much of the politics of the next few
decades.

The Iraq war did indeed bring about a
new Middle East, but not the one that the
neo-conservatives of the Bush adminis-
tration had envisioned. The leaders and
peoples of the region, left with the conse-
quences of this war, must grapple with its
outcomes and effects, and look for ways to
build regional stability and cooperation in
the face of fast-moving events.

Paul Salem is the director of the Carnegie
Middle East Center in Beirut.

Yemen’s friends need to be honest

By: Christoph Wilcke
Human Rights Watch

riends of Yemen is a group es-

tablished in January at an inter-

national meeting of concerned

states in London. This mem-

bers, consisting of Gulf and key
Western states in addition to representatives
of intergovernmental institutions,need to
address Yemen’s human rights problems
honestly if they want to assist its people
and address the threats emanating from that
troubled Arabian country.

Yemen'’s prime minister, Ali Mujawar, on
March 21 described his country’s expecta-
tions from this meeting in purely economic
terms. He hopes for “an international fund
for development in Yemen” to tackle “pov-
erty and unemployment in addition to ...
electricity, road, health, water and educa-
tion.” Mujawar also wants to increase Ye-
meni labor in the Gulf markets.

The London meeting designated “econ-
omy and governance” as one priority for
Friends of Yemen, but that alone will ac-
complish little unless the group also ad-
dresses the second priority, “justice and
rule of law.” If Yemen’s friends don’t tie
economic assistance to improvements in
the country’s rapidly deteriorating human
rights conditions, they will have let the Ye-
meni people down.

Under international scrutiny, President
Ali Abdullah Saleh in February agreed
on a truce with the northern Huthi rebels,
ending the sixth round of fighting there in
five years. He has also offered to hold talks
with southern protesters, and to pursue Al
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula more vig-
orously. These actions seem to have bought
silence from Yemen’s donors and allies
even though serious human rights viola-
tions have escalated.

Yemen’s government has shown its in-
tolerance for criticism with heavy-handed
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Who are you
stranger?

Eid's
Jjoy!

By: Hamid

repression of the media after they criti-
cized the government’s conduct of the
war against the Huthis and its handling of
southern protests. Last May, and again in
January, government troops in Aden fired
on the headquarters of Yemen’s largest-
circulation and oldest independent news-
paper, al-Ayyam, and arrested the editor,
Hisham Bashraheel. In September, security
forces brazenly abducted Muhammad al-
Magalih, online editor for the Socialist Par-
ty organ, and denied for months that they
were holding him. He is now charged with
“undermining the unity” of Yemen. In mid-
March, government agents confiscated Al
jazeera and al-Arabiyya satellite channels’
broadcasting equipment. US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton and UK Foreign Min-
ister David Miliband praised the Yemeni
delegation at the January meeting for hon-
estly broaching the country’s challenges.
The steady repression of dissent tells a dif-
ferent tale.

To prevent future abuses, there is a seri-
ous need to investigate human rights abus-
es in Yemen and hold those responsible to
account. Next week, in a new report, Hu-
man Rights Watch will detail alleged viola-
tions of the laws of war by both Huthi and
government forces during their latest fight-
ing in Sa’da.

Each of the five previous truces since
2004 has broken down, afflicting civil-
ians with further harm. Now is the time
to lay the foundations for a lasting peace.
Respect for the laws of war depends on
prosecuting those responsible for serious
violations, and ensuring justice and com-
pensation for civilian victims. The Friends
of Yemen should urge both the government
and the rebels to investigate allegations of
unlawful attacks that harmed civilians.

The Friends should also push the UN
to establish a human rights monitoring and
reporting mission in Yemen. The use of
such missions in other conflicts has shown
that these missions can act as a protective
presence for civilians.

An independent UN mission would also
help to constrain growing violence sur-
rounding pro-secession protests in south-
ern Yemen. Government forces over the
past three years have used unnecessary and

sometimes lethal force to quell peaceful
demonstrations. No one has been held ac-
countable for the close-range shooting of
at least a dozen peaceful protesters. This
excessive use of force has fueled protests,
which sometimes turned violent.

President Saleh’s offer of talks about
southern grievances is welcome; but he has
failed to follow through on similar earlier
offers. Resolving differences through talks
is desirable, but should not substitute for
providing for a safe space for southerners to
air grievances, and holding security forces
and protesters alike accountable when they
use unlawful violence. An independent
UN monitoring and reporting mission, and
an independent Yemeni judiciary, could
help provide this safe space, which in turn
will keep the doors to dialogue open.

Respect for human rights is also essential
in the struggle against terrorism. Since
the 2000 bombing of the USS Cole, and
the attacks of September 11, 2001, Yemeni
security forces have arrested hundreds of
suspects, without regard to due process
protections in Yemen'’s criminal procedure
laws. Scores remain ‘“disappeared” for
months. Many have complained of torture
after their release. Recently, US-assisted
aerial attacks on suspected terrorists in
Abyan and Shabwa provinces in December
killed at least 42 civilians, as the govern-
ment now acknowledges. When civilian
lives are lost in such attacks, the US and
its allies risk alienating local populations
and making victories in counterterrorism
ephemeral.

If the Friends of Yemen want a stable and
united Yemen, they need to do more than
offer economic aid. They need to under-
line that respect for human rights is critical
to maintaining peace in Sa’da, resolving
southern grievances without further blood-
shed, and confronting terrorism effective-
ly. Yemen’s friends have the financial and
diplomatic tools to do this. They should
be honest with their Yemeni counterparts
that they will not stand by San’a unless it
ends these abuses.

Christoph Wilcke is a senior Middle East
and North Africa researcher for Human
Rights Watch.
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We present our warmest
congratulations to the pioneer of
modern Yemen and the maker of its

great achievements

H.E. Ali Abdullah Saleh
President of the Republic

and to the government and people

of Yemen on the advent of the
Eid Al-Fitr Al-Mubarak

Many Happy Returns

Staff General,
Mutaher Rashad Al-Masri
Minister of Interior
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Simchat Torah in Yemen

By: Josh Berer
http://joshberer.wordpress.com

he holiday of Simchat To-
rah celebrates the comple-
tion of the Torah. It is a fes-
tive holiday, one of singing
and dancing. It is tradition
to parade the Torah in circles around the
synagogue, singing all the while. In Ye-
men, the synagogue is the rabbi’s living
room, so we paraded the Torah around a
podium in the center of the room.

The Torah used by this community is
more than 300 years old. It has survived
more than four wars, and like the Jews
of Tourist City, is a refugee. There are
actually two Torahs, but one is unfit for
use in services and thus lives in a closet.
However, for the service it was brought
out and paraded around.

Prior to their exodus from the north,
the Jews had another Torah, more than
500 years old and written on deer’s hide

Rachael Strecher

Simchat Torah celebrates the completion of the Torah

that had been prepared in such a way
that it turned bright red as it aged. This
is a unique trait of Yemenite Jewry. The
Houthis stole, defaced, then destroyed
this Torah, following the Jews’ flight
from Sa’ada.

In Mizrachi Jewish practice, a metal
or wooden case is traditionally used to
hold the Torah. The case is designed to
open in such a way that each end of the
scroll is held in place. In their exodus
from Sa’ada, this case was abandoned,
and the Torah is now wrapped in a se-
ries of textiles, then covered in bubble
wrap, and then finally a blue tarp.

The following evening, Mori Yahya
went to the market and came back with
two massive garbage bags full of junk
food and candy. On the morning of
the holiday, the entire community as-
sembled in the rabbi’s living room and
candy was handed out to the kids, who
started little stashes in every pocket and
nook they could find.

The entire community assembled in the rabbi’s living room and candy

was handed out to the Kkids

Southern discontent

Tens of thousands of people have dem-
onstrated in the past three years against
what they perceive as discrimination
against the south by the government
in Sana’a. The scale of opposition is
reflected in the ubiquitous red, white,
blue and black flags of the previously
separate state of South Yemen and
widespread graffiti. In response, the
authorities have increasingly resorted
to unlawful killings, arbitrary arrests

Continued from page 1
Amnesty International concerned with rights deterioration in Yemen

Many factions of the movement
call for the south to secede from the
north.

The Yemeni authorities deny the
accusations of discrimination against
the south and accuse the Southern
Movement of links with al-Qa’ida
and of containing an armed element.
They point to violent clashes between
armed protesters and the security forc-
es in 2009 that left casualties on both
sides. These clashes have, in fact, been

and excessive use exceptions.
of force against For its part,
peaceful demon- Since 2009 the the  Southern
strators. . Movement de-
Peaceful pro- security forces have nies any link
tests began in Au- killed more than 100 to al-Qa’ida
gust 2007, led by people in operations and stresses
former soldiers R the  peaceful
angry that they a"egedly targetmg nature of its
received  lower “terrorists.” campaigning.
pensions and pay Since early
than their coun- 2010, the se-
terparts in the curity  forces

north. A heavy-handed response by
the authorities contributed to the for-
mation of the Southern Movement.

have stepped up operations against the
Southern Movement. In late February
2010, for example, more than 90 peo-

ple were arrested
during demonstra-
tions. In March,
the  government
declared a state
of emergency in
al-Dali’, imposed
nightcurfews  for
varying  periods
in al-Dali’, Rad-
fan and Zinjibar,
and closed down
mobile phone net-
works in some ar-
eas.

The first five
months of 2010 also
witnessed the killing
of several Southern
Movement activists.
Among them was Ali al-Haddi, a rela-
tively new member of the Movement.

Security forces stormed his house at
3.30am on 1 March 2010. Hours after
shooting and injuring him in the leg,
they shot him dead.

They also shot dead arelative. When
the family viewed Ali al-Haddi’s body

Amnesty International

at the mortuary a few hours later, it
had been mutilated. Among other
things, his lips hadbeen cut off. After-
wards, the authorities claimed that Ali
al-Haddi was a member of al-Qa’ida,
an allegation ridiculed by activists.
Since 2007 the security forces are
reported to have killed scores of peo-
ple in or near demonstrations, most of

which were peaceful although a few
involved low-level violence such as
stone-throwing. Some of those killed
were bystanders.

Thousands of protesters and by-
standers have been arrested and de-
tained, in many cases arbitrarily. Most
were quickly released but many have
been held for long periods without

Unexploded BLU 97 cluster bomblet and part of the propulsion unit of a BGM-109D Tomahawk cruise missile found at the site of the
attack in Abyan. The pictures suggest that a US-manufactured cruise missile carrying cluster bombs was used during the attack.
This type of missile is designed to carry 166 cluster bomblets, each exploding into more than 200 sharp steel fragments.

charge or trial and denied any means
to challenge the legality of their de-
tention. Some detainees say that they
have been tortured or otherwise ill-
treated.

Following amnesties announced by
the President in May, most detainees
linked with the unrest in the south
have been released.

Rachael Strecher
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INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

EXEMPTION/EXCLUSIVE

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-440639
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM /INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI TO HODEIDAH
AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS CLEARANCE,
LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR SERVICES, PACKING
& WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING
IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER
AIRCRAFT. DAILY TRUCKING SERVICES TO BALHAF

4

Bachelor degree in dentistry, 2
years experience in clinical
dintistry in Sana'a university,
familiarity with patients, excel-
lent interpersonal and commu-
nication skills. Proffessional in
speaking and writing English.
Ability in management of
medical and dental centers.
711324735

A femal gaduate of English
studies with accomulative
grand excellent, have a wide
knowledge of computer usage
and applications. 770385508

Dedicated, self Initiative, quick
leaved accountant, a reputable

Products and Services

Protective Packing

Air, Sea and overland transportation
(General, restricted cargoes, live
animals, human remains, project
cargoes, etc.)

International Door-to-Door services.
Customs Clearance (all points of
entry).

Chartered flights\vessels services.
In/Out Door storages.

Licenses and other legal documen-
tation services

Trucking & Shifting Services.
Purchasing and procurement

Contact Address:

Tel: - 967 1 440166 — 440170
Fax:- 440232

Sana’a Republic of Yemen
WWW. GRIFFINGROUP.COM

GRIFFIN

LOGISTICS

company profile

Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

‘We bring your World Closer

e Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

* Packing/Land Transportation.

* International door to door services.

» Warehousing /Logistical planning.

e Customs clearance/Local
Visa/Documentation handling.

¢ Real Estate Services.

* Ticking Reservations & General
Tourism Services.

 Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696
P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of

Yemen

Email:transglobal @yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2 @yemen.net.ye
Website:www.transglobalyemen.com
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Egyptian university graduate
seeks a job in any post related
to accounting. 777340459

Bachelor degree in English +
Higher diploma in professional
translation + computer + expe-
rience for 6 years in teaching
E + long experience in transla-
tion and public relation.
711423933

Gamal, bachelor degree in
English, diploma of Computer
Secretary, diploma of market-
ing, looking for job in any
company in the field of the
specialization. 777004207

Bsc Civi Engineer, having a
work Experience (15 years in
Yemen + 14 years in Dubai)
contract / consultant Manager.
mam_akar@yahoo. com

Experience in public relation,
marketing, commercial corre-
spondence. and business devel-
opment. fluent in english and

two other languages.
735830525
Mohaned Ali Mashhoor,

Bachelor degree in Electronics
& Communication - Aden
University. Experience in
Configuring and maintaining
networks CCNA certified),
Computer maintenance(A+),
(GIS), and other telecom and
computer skills. FLuent in
Both Arabic & English
Languages. 711167248 just-
mamj@gmail.com

Nadia Mukhtar, single, native
Indian, obtained English and
secretary diploma with excel-
lent grade, experienced in
graphics, translation, commer-
cial correspondence, excellent
communication skills, wants
to work in Taiz. 771648313
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English copy typist (female) with
computer know- how, Arabic and
English are essential. Atlantic
trading & Agencies, Mujahed
street, Sana'a 01 2444421 -
711595577

2 doctors (Instructors) English, 2
Instructors, 3 civil engineers
instructors, structure engineering
instructor, mathematics instruc-
tors. Salary with perks including
traveling ticket and housing.
Send CV to ahmed_dr2006@
hotmail.com, sa_dr2008 @
yahoo.com or call 733250044

Required female teachers only to
work in a highly recognized pre-
School. Teachers should speak
fluent English with clear accent,
very professional, self initiative,
hardworking to deal with age
group from 2 to 6 years old kids.
A very healthy and creative
working environment.
733811430

Female, High School graduate
proficient in English. 734522225
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Flat for lease as an office in
modern comerical building
behind the central bank.
771148787

For rent no less than one year a
deluxe apartment 2 sleep rooms
- 2bathrooms - saloon - majless
- big Kitchen with all equip-
ment location: Libyan City
Madhbah Circle, near Alayman
University.. Price 450 Dollar.
735870069

4

A house for sale in Al- Zara'a
street, from land of 8 Lebna 2
floors 5 stores and a yard in the
back. (old building) and the
papers are stamped and ready.
777726176 - 733786459

Home furniture
734522225

Prado 2004 very clean, Engine
Excellent, onle 72,500 Km,
asking $20,000. 777419448

for sale.
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Abo Sulaiman Al-Fakih for Trading,
Service, real Estate & Construction Itd.

Abu Sulaiman Al-Fakih bureau is pleased to announce the

following services:

1- Coordinating study in Germany.

2- Provision of health insurance for travelers to the European
Union.

3- Hotel bookings in all countries.

4- Medical checkup and treatment reservations in Germany.

For inquiries contact 01 - 514417 or cell: 714141014
Email: info@asf-ye.com
or visit our office in Sana’a, Hadda road near Al-Kurami for exchange.

Hodeidah: 219545/8
‘Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES

5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280
‘Yemen Insurance company

Computer Education  Aden: 02-237199 Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,  Aden: 247617

Infint Bdneation Tel:444553 Taiz: 250345, Mukalla: 304292,

NIIT Quality_ Hodeidah: 261839/17

Computer Education Tel. 445518/7-442073

British Institute for languages & Computer RESTAURANT

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755 Al-shaibani restaurants super deluxe
[ COURIERS [ oveigia s

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)
[1Job

[ [For Sale [IRequired [|Available [[For Lease [For Hire/Rent
Require [/ Situation Vacant [ Others

Details:

Contact Address:

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax:

268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a

For more info. contact: 268661/2/3

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires
118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7,
Interior Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-
City Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism 254032,
TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-
Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airline 278668/283082
273452/275061
Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

Yemen Gulf Bank  7&/.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
- 02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

@y Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703,503350
Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274314/1

‘Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291
International Bank of Yemen Tel: 01 407030
Arab Bank Tel: 01 276585/2
CAC Bank Tel: 01 563813

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751 Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS
FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000

TOYOTA 445362/3

Sana’a 01440 170 - Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh 03 226 975 - Taiz 04 205 780

FREIGHT
5, FORWARDERS
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link Tel: 01 444550/441935

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital ~ Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital ~ Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital Tel: 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital Tel: 01 246967/66

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel Tel: 01 432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel Tel: 01 425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel ~Tel: 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel Tel: 01 546666 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel Tel: 01 272372

Relax-Inn Hotel Tel: 01 449871

INSURANCE COMPANIES

UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance (YS.C.)

Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225

Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2

Fax 370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a  448258/9
Taiz 205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Supermarket

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. Tel: 01-422610

Translations

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch-
Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic.

Tel: 01-240515

Sky Travel & Tel: 01-535080/83

Tourism 02-221270
Falcon Holidays ~ Tel: 444118
Al-Nasim Travel ~ Tel: 270750

Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy

Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960

Queen Arwa University Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

To particepate
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276




Yemen’s first and most widely-read
English-language newspaperw

Families living on Ramadan

Women selling lahooh and other breads for Ramadan.

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

nlike most Yemenis

in Ramadan, Haima’s

family wakes up early.

Haima, 13, and her

three sisters start their
early morning Ramadan tasks under
their mom’s supervision.

“We have to make 100 lahoohs, 50
malooj, ten bags of sambosa wrappers
each with 50 pieces, and we have to
have it all ready by noon prayers,” she
said.

Lahooh is a thin Yemeni bread
made especially during this month
to be mixed with a yogurt sauce and
turned into the Ramadan special sha-

foot. Malooj is a type of Yemeni bread,
and sambosa wrappers are rectangular
plain dough sheets. These sheets are to
be stuffed with minced meet, vegeta-
bles or other ingredients to make yet
another Ramadan special called sam-
bosa.

Many Yemeni families that are often
headed by women without a regular
source of income make use of the de-
mand for these types of bread to earn
an income. Like Haima’s family, sev-
eral families make products to be sold
in supermarkets and local shops.

Other families consider Ramadan as
a special begging season, and whole
families including the elderly and in-
fants take to the streets pleading for

money.

Omar says he is seven years old
although because of malnutrition his
body is that of a smaller child. He says
his father teaches him and his entire
family different begging lines. “In
Ramadan we work mostly during the
night time, starting from four in the
evening until dawn. We learn many
Quran verses and tell people that if
they give us charity during Ramadan
they are rewarded 70 times more, and
it works.”

Some families who depend on sell-
ing food such as boiled potatoes and
eggs, especially in front of schools,
change their selling times and the
types of food they sell.

“People eat differently during Ram-
adan. Obviously we can’t sell during
day time as everyone is keeping fast
so we sell in the evening. Now I sell
hot sauce and pickles which my wife
makes at home. The ingredients cost
less and we earn more money,” said
Abu Yousif, a 30 year old man who
supports a family of seven by selling
food products made at home.

Ramadan investment

Some women consider this month as
a financial investment opportunity.
Some buy traditional “tanoor” ovens
in order to bake bread to sell during
the month. Some men buy motorbikes
to turn into two wheeled taxis.

Some families have learned to buy
cooking oil months before the season
begins and then resell it at a profit dur-
ing Ramadan as the prices increase
during this month.

“We know that there are a lot of
fried dishes during this month so we
make it a point to buy the oil months
earlier whether for the sambosas we
sell or for selling the oil as it is,” said
Fauzia Al-Hammadi who sells ready-
made meat sambosas.

Some families adopt new profes-
sions during this month just because
it is in demand. Um Shihab Al-Shagqi
says that her husband who works in
construction as a daily laborer starts
selling cooking gas cylinders dur-
ing Ramadan because there is a lot of
demand for it and less construction
work.

Some needy families have learned
to be sensitive to the market demands
and become creative in the goods they
produce. Many women start making
dishes and sell them in their neighbor-
hood. The more well off neighbors buy
from the poor families in order to sup-
port them and also to help cover some
of the cooking chores.

“Closer to Eid time families have a
house cleaning spree so I let my neigh-
bors know that my girls and I are ready
to help them clean up for little money.
The families usually pay us more than
the agreed price because they feel it
is part of the Ramadan zakat,” said
Amina Naser, a widow supporting five
children.

Yemen is one of the poorest coun-
tries in the world and the poorest in the
Middle East and North Africa region.
With up to 40 percent under the food
poverty line and an unemployment rate
of at least 35 percent, families struggle
just to make ends meet.

The happiness of Eid in Al-Said

Led by their imam, the men of Al-Said, Shabwa, head to the mosque.

By: Nasser Abdulla Nasser Saleh
For the Yemen Times

t is a great occasion celebrat-

ed twice a year by Muslims

throughout the world. Eid is

a religious and social festival

marked by Muslims in compli-
ance with Islamic teachings and it is
also a show of happiness and joy.

The first of two canonical festivals of
Islam is Eid Al-Fitr, also called Al-Eid
Al-Saghir, or little Eid. It is the Islamic
festival at the end of Ramadan, the
Muslim holy month of fasting, and cel-
ebrated on the first day of Shawwal.

The second festival is called Eid
Al-Adha, or Al-Eid Al-Kabir, the big
Eid. It is the Islamic festival of sacri-
fice and marks the culmination of Hajj,
the three-day Islamic pilgrimage to the
holy cities of Mecca and Medina in
Saudi Arabia. The celebrations begin
on the 10th of Dhu Al-Hijja, the last
month of the Islamic calendar.

Like any part of the Islamic world,
Yemen receives, welcomes and warm-
ly embraces both occasions with joy,
great delight and happiness. Al-Said in
the eastern governorate of Shabwa is
no exception.

A few days before Eid, everyone is
very busy preparing for the celebra-
tion. As a result, markets are crowded
with people busily shopping for new
and fashionable clothes, shoes and oth-
er items. Men and boys get their hair
cut, women have their hands, arms and
feet decorated with henna or black dye

known as khadhab, and sitting rooms
are elegantly redecorated with new
furnishings. For example, cushions,
pillows and couches are provided or
sometimes houses are decorated inside
with new linoleum, paint and lime.
During Eid al-Adha, fat sheep are
bought to be offered as sacrifices tak-
ing after the teachings of the prophet
Abraham (PBUH) and Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH).

At sundown on the eve of Eid, the
people, absolutely delighted with Eid,
light a number of bonfires, scattered
here and there on the tops of mountains
overlooking the village of Al-Said.
Children play with fireworks.

The mood early in the morning is
pleasant and happy, with everyone
dressed in new clothes, exuding pleas-
ant odor of incense and perfume. The
women put on make-up and wear their
new clothes as well as silver and gold
jewelry. The men may wear traditional
turbans topped with sprigs of basil and
embroidered habiyya, or large colored
shawls, on their shoulders. They may
also carry rifles or wear belts containing
a number of bullets as well as a jambi-
yya, a traditional dagger. The children
proudly display their new clothes and
the houses are redolent with perfumes
and incenses.

Accompanied by their children, the
men head to the Maroon Valley, a place
where they gather and chant solemnly
the traditional verses, “God is great,
God is great, God is great, there is no
God but God, God is great, God is great

and praise be upon Him.” Meanwhile,
the children go to set off fireworks and
the attendants begin the Eid prayers af-
ter the imam then sit and listen to the
sermon. They promptly divide them-
selves into two lines, one of which
move about whereas the others stand
and consequently shake hands of con-
gratulations and say for example “Min
al-’aideen” which means “Many happy
returns.”

The men head back to their houses,
while some pass through the cemetery
to visit the graves of their dead rela-
tives and ask Allah for forgiveness and
to have mercy upon them. A few peo-
ple walk in the company of an imam
chanting classical religious verses after

him, saying “Oh God, we have no one
but You, oh Lord. We have no source
but You, oh Lord” until they reach the
historical old mosque called Omer and
Ahmad’s mosque.

The opening verse of the Quran
is recited by the imam. Immediately
after, a member of the Al-Salad clan
says, “Wa hayl haylu bi-sil” and the at-
tendants answer, “May God give you
good you good news,” after which the
people make for their houses.

In each household, family members
exchanged greetings and congratula-
tions, and at about nine o’clock in the
morning they eat a well-known deli-
cious meal which consists of pressed
bread with honey and ghee or sesame

oil. Apart from this food, traditional
sour bread called zad is served for
visitors with sesame oil and a mixture
made of yoghurt, pepper, and cumin
boiled together with some flour. Ad-
ditionally, tea and coffee, with ginger,
juices, cake, biscuits and sweets are
also served for visitors, most of them
children. A meal of meat and rice meal
is served at noon and at night. Women
go in groups to visit their relatives and
neighbors.

Likewise, the men, some of whom
shoot their guns in the air in front of the
house, also go to visit their relatives,
neighbors and friends at their houses

and exchange congratulations during
the days of Eid. Special fun activities
take place during Eid, such as dan-
gling ropes from the indoor ceilings
as swings for children. However, dur-
ing Eid al-Adha, children and women
gather to swing together indoors for
three days. Furthermore, men perform
folkloric dances in the afternoons out-
doors.

Everybody is happy, cheering for
Eid and praying humbly to God that
he makes the next year one of peace
and security. Eid is a time of joy, love,
brotherhood, tolerance, reconciliation
and bringing Muslims together.
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