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Press freedom uncertain as journalist
appears in special criminal court

By: Iona Craig
and Shadha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Oct. 26 — With prayer beads
wrapped tightly around his right hand,
Abdulelah Haidar Shayi’ paced slowly
around the white cell, smiling and shak-
ing his head in disbelief as the judge
listed the charges. He stopped occasion-
ally to pose for photographers seated on
the other side of the steel mesh wall that
separated him from the court.

Shayi’, a Yemeni journalist, is accused
by the state of being the ‘media man’ for
Al-Qaeda in Yemen. On Tuesday he at-
tended the first hearing of his case since
his arrest more than 65 days ago. Friend
and co-defendant Abdul Kareem Al-
Shami, was accused of assisting Shayi’
by passing e-mails between the journal-
ist and Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sular (AQAP) members.

The 34 year old was taken, by force
and without charge, from his home on
Aug. 16 by Yemen’s Political Security
Organization (PSO) and held for 34 days
without access to a lawyer or his fam-
ily. Following his previous appearance
in court, on Sept. 22, Shayi’ was trans-
ferred to a state security prison. His law-
yer, Abderrahman Barman, said Shayi’
was kept in solitary confinement, tor-
tured and beaten during his detention.

Amongst the evidence from the pros-
ecution, Shayi’ was accused of working
as a media advisor for Yemeni-Ameri-
can radical preacher Anwar Al-Awlaki
and of holding meetings with senior
leaders of AQAP, urging them to strike
Yemeni and foreign interests. Al-Awlaki
has been labelled as mentor to the failed
Detroit bomber in Dec. 2009.

Prosecutors said photographs of Ye-
men security bases and foreign embas-

Al

Abdulelah Haidar Shayi’, in the Special Criminal Court for Security Affairs,
on Tuesday.

sies, found on his laptop, were being
passed onto Al-Qaeda as potential tar-
gets. In a detailed statement read out to
the court, prosecutors said Shayi’ was
recruiting new members on behalf of the
terrorist organization.

Shayi’, who specialized in reporting
on terrorism and Al-Qaeda, did an ex-
clusive interview with Anwar Al-Awlaki
for Al-Jazeera in 2009.

As a terrorism and Al-Qaeda expert
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“it is legitimate for him to have contacts
within the organization,” said Soazig
Dollet, head of the North Africa and
Middle East desk for press freedom
organization Reporters Without Bor-
ders (RWB), in a phone call. “It doesn’t
mean you are supporting any part of the
group.”

The Paris-based RWB contacted the
United Nations after Shayi’s first court
appearance in September, expressing
concern that the journalist had been tor-
tured and put under great mental stress.

Shayi’ chose not to be represented by
alawyer on Tuesday, on the grounds that
the trial was illegal and refused to rec-
ognize the legitimacy of proceedings in
the Special Criminal Court for Security
Affairs. In reply to the charges and pros-
ecution evidence, which took nearly two
hours to present, Shayi’ was given just a
few minutes to respond.

“I disappeared for 35 days. Then I
was kept in prison for another 30 days,”
shouted Shayi’ through the bars of his
cell. “I demand you order the arrest of
the intelligence officers who kidnapped
me.”

Locked in a tiled room adjacent to
the court, visible through a white metal
grill, Shayi’ spoke confidently and ap-
peared healthy and in good spirits.

Continued on page 2
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Tribal leader’s murder sparks
series of revenge Killings

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SANA’A, Oct. 26 — A tense peace is in
place in the tribal area of Khawlan, after
a thousand tribal men placed themselves
in the middle of a battle area on Sunday,
turning their bodies into human shields
and risking their lives to stop armed
conflict between two Yemeni tribes.

A two-day ceasefire was enforced as
a temporary measure to help resolve
an ongoing conflict between the tribes
of Bani Dhabyan and Al-Sahman in
Khawlan, around 70 kilometers south
east of the capital Sana’a. The ceasefire
ended on Tuesday when tribal media-
tors gathered the two parties to negoti-
ate a longer truce.

To date, six people have been killed
and several others injured in the tribal
conflict which began when Sheikh
Ahmed Naser Al-Salimi, 57, of Bani
Dhabyan, was shot dead in the chest on
Friday morning in Sana’a.

He was killed by a man wearing a
central security uniform while he was
having breakfast with his eight year old
son in a restaurant off Hadda street, ac-
cording to eye witnesses.

“The main problem in our discus-
sions on Tuesday was the Al-Sahman
tribe who murdered Sheikh Al-Salimi,
a member of our peace organization,
on Friday. Al-Salimi has resolved more
than 36 revenge killing issues in numer-
ous tribes and his murder is unaccept-
able,” said Sheikh Abulrahman Al-Mar-
wani head of the Dar Al-Salam Peace
organization which aims at reducing
tribal conflict in the area.

Locals from Bani Dhabyan claim the
murder was in revenge for the killing of
a sheikh in the Al-Sahman tribe, called
Hussein bin Ali Al-Qadhi, in 1989.

The murder sparked armed confron-
tations between the neighboring Al-
Sahman and Bani Dhabyan tribes in the
border areas between the two. Clashes
on Saturday resulted in the death of four
men from Bani Dhabyan and two from
the Al-Sahman tribe.

At least 15,000 men from Yemen’s
northern tribes have been murdered
in revenge killing incidents in the last
three decades, according to Al-Mar-
wani.

“When news of Al-Salimi’s death
reached the Al-Sahman tribe, mem-
bers of Al-Qadhi’s family fired guns at
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their relative’s grave, a tribal tradition
which means that the murder has been
avenged,” said a member of Al-Sahman
tribe.

Bani Dhabyan tribesmen gathered in
the restaurant where their sheikh was
killed on Friday and demanded central
security hand over the killer, who went
into hiding in the central security build-
ing minutes after the murder, according
to eye witnesses.

The crowd was dispersed by heavily
armed security men and armored ve-
hicles.

“If the state does not want to take ac-
tion in this matter, we can avenge our
leader,” said Mohammad Al-Salimi,
a lawyer and relative of the murdered
sheikh.

The central security lured him into
the area and facilitated his murder, ac-
cording to one of the sheikh’s relatives.

“Our sheikh’s weapon was taken
from him on Thursday when he passed
a central security checkpoint at the
city’s entry point,” said the lawyer. “He
was told to report to central security on
Friday to reclaim his weapon, although
it was not a working day. And when he

came here they killed him.”

The Marib and Al-Jawf Tribal Alli-
ance Council, a civil society organiza-
tion created by tribes from both gover-
norates to ensure peace in the area, find
the circumstances of the murder suspi-
cious.

“The involvement of central security
is suspicious and we would like to know
why a government executive body har-
bored and perhaps aided the killer. It is
almost a political assassination and not
the type of tribal revenge killing we are
used to,” read a statement by the coun-
cil.

Central security refused to comment
on the issue despite repeated attempts to
contact them.

The conflict between the two tribes
has been raging for over sixty years.
Although according to Mohammad Al-
Salimi, it stops every five years to al-
low the younger men to grow and be old
enough to carry arms and become part
of the conflict’s new phase.

The dispute started over the own-
ership of a contested area known as
Quradh on the border between the two
tribes.
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Yemen’s deadly fight for land and water

By: Iona Craig

SANA’A, Oct 27 - Violence over land
and water kills more people in Yemen
than the secessionist violence in the
south, the armed rebellion in the north
and Yemeni Al-Qaeda combined, ac-
cording to a report by the Yemen
Armed Violence Assessment (YAVA).

Land and water related conflict ‘is
so pervasive and self perpetuating that
it claims thousands of lives each year
and severely inhibits social and eco-
nomic development.” Government fig-
ures show that land and water disputes
result in the deaths of around 4,000
people each year, according to the
YAVA, a project of the Swiss-based
Small Arms Survey.

“One government official that I
spoke to spent 15 years trying to re-
solve a land dispute through the
courts,” said Gavin Hales, co-author
of the report and lead researcher at
YAVA. “In such cases people often
take the law into their own hands. The
very heavily armed nature of Yemeni
society regrettably means that all too
often weapons are used and people in-
jured or even killed.”

Yemen is the second most heavily
armed society in the world. Current
estimates suggest that there is one gun

for every two civilians in Yemen.

The pressing issue of the country’s
rapidly dwindling water supplies re-
sults in increased competition for wa-
ter resources, manifesting in armed
violence. The Sana’a water basin is be-
ing used four times faster than it is be-
ing replenished, with Sdda’a and Taiz
in similar situations. The population is
predicted to rise by 8.5 million to 30.7
million by 2015, according to the UN,
placing further pressure on water and
land resources. Just 120m> of fresh-
water is currently available per person,
annually in Yemen, less than two per-
cent of the global average.

“The worst case scenario is proba-
bly large scale migration as a result of
water shortages,” said Hales, “which
would place immense pressure on
communities in Yemen and potentially
undermine stability.”

Clashes over land are the most com-
mon cause of armed violence. Land is
a precious commodity in Yemen. Less
than 3 percent of the country’s land is
considered prime farmland and under
0.3 percent is planted with permanent
crops, according to Library of Con-
gress figures. Disputes often escalate
due to the ‘symbolic and economic
significance of land the general lack of
a speedy and transparent adjudication

process, and the highly armed nature
of Yemeni society.’

Anwer Sahooly, Yemeni acting head
of the water sector program at GTZ,
acknowledged that, “conflicts are es-
calating " mostly over ownership of
underground water wells.

A host of competing economic,
political, and security concerns, has
meant that land and water resource-
related social violence in Yemen has
received relatively little recognition
or systematic attention from policy-
makers and development actors, said
the report’s author.

The German government owned or-
ganization, GTZ, was singled out by
the YAVA for taking ‘significant steps
towards mobilizing conflict sensi-
tive forms of development in Yemen’
and for their role in supporting the
National Water Sector Strategy and
Investment Programme’s (NWSSIP)
efforts to decentralize water manage-
ment. GTZ has been operating in the
water sector in Yemen for more than
20 years. In 2006 they were commis-
sioned by the government to imple-
ment the Water Sector Program which
‘aims to strengthen the capabilities of
Yemeni water sector organizations to
cope with the challenges ahead,” ac-
cording to their website.

Hales explained that a combination
of a relatively weak state and weak-
ening customary regulation, such as
tribal traditions and customary law or
‘urf * has created a ‘governance gap’,
particularly away from the main cities.
Consequently land and water resources
are not being managed effectively and
fairly and it is increasingly difficult for
people to get access to justice when
disputes arise.

In the often complex situations of
land ownership Hales suggested the
restoration of dialogue-based tradi-
tions - of mediation and arbitration in
local communities - especially in more
tribal areas, can help to prevent prob-
lems turning violent. The report high-
lights one of Yemen's great strengths:
The customary emphasis on ‘responsi-
bilities towards others’ and maintain-
ing social balances.

“Undoubtedly there are significant
hurdles to be overcome, but it is hoped
that land and water resources can be
given the urgent attention they require,
by the state and communities alike,
to avoid even bigger problems in fu-
ture.”

The Social Fund for Development
(SFD) were unable to provide anyone
to comment when contacted by The
Yemen Times.

Gavin Hales

ernorate, February 2009.

Women collecting water from the communal cistern, Shaharah, HaJJah gov-

Lack of funding prevents Yemen from achieving MDGs on time

In 2000 during a United Nations summit, the world agreed on eight development
goals for member countries to achieve by 2015. Regular review reports are pro-
duced by member countries describing their progress to achieve these goals.

Report reviewed by: Nadia Al-Sak-
kaf

SANA'A, Oct. 26 — Yemen will re-
main an off-track country and will not
achieve most of the Millennium De-
velopment Goals (MDGs) by 2015,
according to the latest progress report
issued this week.

The global financial crisis, food cri-
sis, climate change and security prob-
lems exhausted important portions of
the country’s human and financial re-
sources.

The report’s analysis shows that Ye-
men is an off-track country in regards
to attaining the MDGs by 2015, due
mainly to a decline in actual spending
on MDG related programs and proj-
ects over the current third MDG-Based
National Plan for Poverty Reduction
(2006-2009).

The report, which is issued by the
Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation in partnership with the
UN, is the second progress report, the
first was released in 2003.

Realizing that it is falling behind in
achieving the MDGs, The Yemeni gov-
ernment launched two interventions in
May 2010.

First it formed a technical committee
of concerned government agencies and
development partners. Simply put, the
committee’s job is breaking down the
MDGs into simpler more achievable
goals.

The second task will be to integrate
these new goals into the fourth Five
Year Plan for Economic and Social De-
velopment as well as into future strate-
gies.

“Yemen will remain an off-track
country due to a number of difficulties
and challenges that impede the MDGs

; ;joumalist appears!m speclal
: '-Shay:’s cane closely reflects that of

| ,Mohmned Al-Magqaleh, editor of the
Yemeni Socialist Party news website

. Al-Ishtiraki. Taken by the PSO in

. Sept. 2009, the government denied
holding Al-Magaleh for the first five
months of his detention. After two
j rings including one in the

_newly created press court, he was re-

In May 2009 the government cre-
ated a special journalists’ court for

~ ‘press offenses’. New legislation is
~ currently being drafted to tighten the

"against defaming the state and the

, presxdent Pwpoeed amendments to
~ the pennlcode ml]‘mcreﬂe prison.

‘existing Press and Publications Law

achievement. On top of these diffi-
culties is the high annual population
growth rate of 3 percent. Almost 74
percent of the Yemeni population lives
in rural areas. The under-15 age group
represents almost 50 percent of the total
population,” said Eng. Hisham Sharaf
Abdulla, deputy minister of Planning
and International Cooperation and
member of the supervisory committee
responsible for issuing the report.
Yemen has made notable progress
in three MGSs: Universal enrolment
in basic education, where progress
is enough to reach the goal if current
trends persist; reducing under five child
mortality by two thirds, although cover-
age of health services is generally low
in Yemen and; halting the prevalence
of TB and malaria, as the prevalence of
these diseases in Yemen is regressing.

Challenging goals

National poverty proportions declined
from 40.1 percent in 1998 to 34.8 per-
cent in 2005. Usually poverty is mea-
sured according to what percentage of
the population lives on less than USD
2 per day. However, due to the lack
of accurate information, the national
(higher) poverty line was used as an
alternative.

This means that in 2005 around 35
percent of Yemenis cannot meet the
food and non-food needs of the house-
hold, such as clothing, accommodation,
education, health and transportation.

Notwithstanding the modest decrease
in the national proportion of poverty,
the absolute number of poor remained
the same — at seven million persons as
in 1998.

The report explains this lack of prog-
ress by the high annual population

03

sentences for offenders. A new bill,
to regulate television, radio, and on-
line media is also being drafted. De-

tails of the proposed changes remain

unclear.

RWB, which last week rele_ased
the 2010 Press Freedom Index rank-
ing Yemen 170 out of 178 countries,
responded in a statement to Shayi’s
trial calling on the Yemeni authorities
to “immediately release the journal-
ist” and “abolish the special cou

RWB is not optimistic about the
future fpr press freedom in Yemen.

“Since Sept. 2009wehavebeenre- :
allycomemed:egardmgpressm j

dom and the lives of jouralists (in
Yemen),” said Dollet, in a
call.“‘Ev'en‘ without the n'ew e

- of the trial,” said Kamal Sharaf, the

/pm %

growth of three percent, which absorbs
three quarters of the annual increase in
real consumption (four percent). This
means that the real increase in per cap-
ita consumption is only one percent per
annum.

The poverty assessment report,
based on the household budget survey
2005/2006 published in October 2008,
suggests that Yemen can achieve MDG
1 which is to eradicate extreme poverty
and hunger by 2015, only if there is an
increase in real per capita consumption
growth from one percent per annum to
four percent per annum. Development
and economic indicators suggest that
this is highly unlikely.

Another challenging goal is MDG
3 which is promoting gender equality
and empowering women. For example,
women’s contribution to unpaid work
like household chores, agriculture,
livestock breeding and babysitting is
on the rise.

The situation gets worse in the rural
areas that lack necessary infrastructure
and basic services, which burden wom-
en with the responsibility of collecting
water and firewood from long distances
and under difficult circumstances.

Moreover, although it is part of
MDG 5, maternal mortality rates have
worsened and kept away from its
planned track. Maternal mortality rates
increased from 351 cases per 100,000
live births in 1997, to 365 per 100,000
cases in 2003. The reason for the in-
crease is that the percentage of mothers
not receiving health services in 2003
was 55 percent.

MDG 7, which concerns ensuring
environmental sustainability is also
unlikely to be achieved. One challenge
is the scarcity of renewable fresh water
resources due to low rates of rainfall.
Meanwhile, annual consumption of
water is witnessing a steady increase as
a result of annual population increases

men) are vely brave and courageous
and are doing a great job. Reporters
Without Borders supports them.”
“There were no good expectatmns

cartoonist who shared a cell with
Shayi’ during Eid in the political
pnson.zbefore his release on Oct. 6.
Sharaf was kidnapped the day after
Shayi’ and hidden for 23 days in the
national prison. He spent a further 27
days in the political prison before be-
ing released without charge.

Sharaf spoke hesitantly to the Ye-

~men Times outside the court yester-

day about possible plans, mentioned
on the day of his release, to sue the

state for kidnapping him. Sharaf told

 the Yemen Times that they were well

tion, I don’t think the aitlmtion Wlll ~ treated in the prison. ,

improve

Dollet added “Joumnlists (m Yei-

Shayi’s next court appearmce is
set for Nov. 2.

and growing economic activity.

There is also the risk of rising sea
levels with the consequence of sea wa-
ter overflowing into the Yemeni coast,
inhabited by a large portion of the
population. This would cause addition
economic losses to public and private
properties.

In October 2008, floods caused by
severe storms affected two governor-
ates in south Yemen, and caused a ma-
jor destruction of lands, livestock and
houses. Almost 700,000 people were
displaced and estimated losses from
this disaster were in the range of USD
1.6 billion.

Finally MDG 8, which is develop-
ing a global partnership for develop-
ment, has shown progress. Yemen has
achieved major successes in this MDG
through its global partnerships, prog-
ress in joining the World Trade Orga-
nization and improving its Doing Busi-
ness Environment according to World
Bank indicators.

However, the per capita share of as-
sistance and simple loans remained
low, at an average of USD 15 per capi-
ta, where the average for the less devel-
oped countries is USD 44.

Grants to Yemen did not exceed 0.2
percent of GDP in 2008, after it reached

0.4 percent in 2005, and these percent-
ages are small in general compared to
the development needs of Yemen. Data
indicates similarly little assistance for
trade capacity building which did not
exceed 0.5 percent of GDP.

An MDGs Needs Assessment Study,
carried out in 2005, indicated the total
investment required by Yemen to meet
its MDGs by 2015 would be in the
range of USD 48.4 billion over the pe-
riod 2006-2015.

A resources envelope of USD 30.7
could be mobilized from domestic and
external sources, and USD 17.7 billion
was considered to be a financing gap
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Profile:

e Organizational skills
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Vacancy
National Log

MDM is an international medical NGO working in Yemen since 2007.
implements a PHC Program in 3 districts of Hajja Governorate and an emergency mobile
clinic project in 3 districts of Saada governorate.
The logistics assistant will work under the responsibility of the Logistician.

e Evaluate the needs concerning construction and rehabilitation carried out on the

¢ Follows up the shipment procedures when a lading comes to the airport or the port.
e Follows up the repairs and maintenance of all the fittings in Sana'a, and Hajjah's
schools and health facilities and advise the logistician if any maintenance is

e Applies and respects all the whole logistics chain (orders, purchases, stock list, stock
control, organization of the stock...) Centralization of orders and purchases requests

s Relevant professional experience
Previous experience in the NGO field
Good logistics skills (purchase, transportation, rehabilitation)
Speaks, reads and writes Arabic and English
Good Computer skills (excel essentially).
Flexible attitude, to adjust to a different culture, medical context, political context.
Ability to work with team spirit.

Diplomacy, ability to communicate, relational skills.

-mail at: sanaa.mdmyemen(g.mail.com
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Farewell ceremony for the
Jordanian Ambassador

Friends and colleges of Ahmed Jaradat, the
Jordanian Ambassador to Yemen, gathered
at the official residence of the Arab Bank on
Monday to bid him farewell. Mr Jaradat has
been in Yemen for five years and during his term
has helped strengthen the relations between
Yemen and Jordan, including increasing the

number of educational and health scholarships
for Yemenis. In recognition of this, President
Salehrecentlyawarded Jaradatthe Unity Medal,
the highest recognition from the government of
Yemen. “I love Yemen, it is like a second home
to me, and I will cherish the memories I have in
this country.

VACANCY

for a
GENERAL MANAGER

A DYNAMIC AND HIGHLY BUSINESS
ORIENTED CHIEF EXECUTIVE MANAGER
IS REQUIRED FOR ONE OF THE LARGEST

INDUSTRIAL /MANUFACTURING PLANT IN
YEMEN

The suitable candidate will be developing and executing a comprehensive
production, sales and marketing plan, support the company’s position
within its respective market and lead the sales team in its customer base
acquisition, development, retention and expansion efforts. In addition to
streamlining and organizing the day to day operations of the company and
its manufacturing units, the ideal candidate will be required to develop
and execute a growth strategy for the company and will also be required to
identify new business opportunities, presenting a strategic business plan
to support the growth and consistently improve the overall performance
of the company.

Applicants must come with a reputable business degree / MBA or an
equivalent qualification. Engineering and / or manufacturing background
is a PLUS. Minimum 10 years working experience is required with three to
five years working in a senior management capacity as a Head or Deputy
Position with a proven track record of business success.

Applicants must demonstrate ability and experience in strategic planning,
sales and business operations. Fluency in Arabic and English is mandatory.

Advanced IT and Communications skills are a must.

Suitable candidates who meet the above criteria can forward their CV to
the email below:

steelyemen@gmail.com

Yemen's first and largest mobile operator.

Roam with SabaFon in Yemen and you can win a luxurious BMW.
To qualify for the draw and win your dream car, simply ensure the following:

@ 5elect 5abaFon as your roaming operator upon arriving in Yemen.

@ Make 20 minutes worth of calls or send 40 5M5 “s while reaming.

@ Don't switch to any other network when in Yemen to maintain your chance to win,

@ If you get two entries into the draw, SabaFon will give you a third entry for free.

For more info, call 711-111-211 or visit www.sabafon.com
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We congratulate

the President of the Republic of Yemen,

H.E. Ali Abdullah Saleh,

and to the Minister of Oil & Minerals,
Mr. Ameer Al-Aidarous,

for the success of the 3™ International Qil, Gas & Minerals conference in
Sana’a on the 18" and 19" October 2010.

The conference promised a brighter future for Yemen, opening the door
for substantial investment, industrial development, job opportunities
and increased knowledge exchange within the energy sector.

Mr. Norbert Groeschner

The General Manager and all staff
OMV-Yemen
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A wife betrays a good
husband

athia Saleh, 25, is married

and has a daughter and a

son. She is a housewife. In

the early years of her mar-

riage, Fathia was very happy
with her husband Ahmad, who loved
her very much. Ahmad was so nice and
kind to his wife.

Seven years after marriage, Fathia
started betraying her husband Ahmad
with a Somali man. She used to call her
Somali friend when Ahmad went out
to his work. The Somali friend, Hasan,
was living in the same neighborhood
where Fathia lived.

Hasan used to come to her house
during the night after her children went
to bed. Ahmad was working from the
morning through evening until the late
hours of the night. When he came back
he always found his wife sleeping. She
was not taking care of him or even of-
fering him anything.

This treachery against her husband
with Hasan lasted for four years and Ah-
mad did not know anything about what
was happening. He was wondering
about his wife's changed behavior and
her strange practices. When he asked
her to adorn herself and sit with him,
she strongly resisted under the pretext
that she was always tired.

Ahmad started doubting her and de-
cided to come back to the house earlier.
When he came back early and quietly
opened the door and entered his bed-
room, he saw his wife with Hasan in a
disgusting scene.

Ahmad could not endure what he
saw and attacked them, beating them
harshly. His wife Fathia shouted at him:
“Do your own businesses, my family is
satisfied with what I am doing, go out
and leave me with my lover.”

[ T ——

Hearing these words from her, he
divorced her directly three times and
kicked her out of the house. He then
handed Hasan over to the police to serve
a long imprisonment.

He took his son from Fathia, and she
took the daughter. After that Ahmad
sued Fathia in the court and also took
his daughter. The verdict was issued in
his favor because the mother was not
loyal and therefore she was not trusted
to take care of the female child.

Ahmad took his children with him
and moved to another house, forget-
ting the woman who betrayed him, and
started his life with another wife.

A husband loses his wife
and children after living
shamefully

btisam Qasem, 27, is married and

has four daughters. Ibtisam was

married to her cousin Yaser, and

lived with him and his family in a

house in Taiz. He was a respect-
able and straight man.

After Ibtisam gave birth to her second
child, Yaser left Taiz with his wife and
moved to Sana'a city, renting a house
near to the house of Ibtisam's family. Her
mother was so happy that her daughter
was living near to her in Sana'a.

Ibtisam used to go to her mother's
house everyday to help with the house-
work. Yaser bought a taxi and was work-
ing on it. When Ibtisam went out to her
family's house or to any other place, her
husband would bring foreign women to
his house, and at the same time used to
drink without fear of Allah.

When Ibtisam returned to her house
and saw foreign women there and her
husband drinking, she asked him about
what was happening. He beat her and
threatened that if she went to her fam-
ily's house, he would take her daughters

from her and would prevent her from
ever seeing them again.

Ibtisam suffering bitterly from her
husband's bad practices. She lived with
him in this situation for nine years. Then
Ibtisam decided to go to her family and
complain about him. She sued Yaser in
court to be divorced and the case re-
mained in the court for two years.

After great efforts and difficulties
she separated from Yaser, but he kid-
napped his daughters. Ibtisam felt very
sad about the kidnapping of her children
and returned to the court and sued him
again. The court's verdict was issued in
Ibtisam's favor and she took back her
daughters from him.

Ibtisam then lived with her daughters
and family in their house until she mar-
ried another man, and left her daughters
with her mother to take care of them.
She had a daughter by the new hus-
band.

Now Ibtisam lives her new life with
her second husband and her daughter,
but she does not forget her three daugh-
ters who live with her mother. She al-
ways goes to them and takes care of
them.

A wife uses magic on a
negligent husband and
betrays him

ohammad Yahya is

married and has a

son and a daughter.

He is a government

employee. Moham-
mad has been married a long time and
has always had problems with his wife
Hurriah.

Mohammad and Hurriah lived in a
village for three years and then moved
to the city. While he is working in a
government office, she is a housewife
taking care of their children.

Stories from Real Life

Because of continuous problems with
her husband, Hurriah lost Yahya's kind-
ness. He was not respecting her and was
not treating her as a wife. After suffer-
ing for a long time in this marriage, she

By: Nawal Zaid
For the Yemen Times

Marital treachery

No one has discovered her treachery
to her husband because of her husband's
negligence of her and his beating her.
He was always telling her that she was
not beautiful and that he regretted mar-

rying her. He would always tell her that
he would marry another woman besides
her.

All this was the reason behind her
treachery to him.

started to become acquainted with men

through the phone and become friends
with them.

She would leave the house for three
days or even a week under the pretext of
visiting her aunt who is her accomplice.
She used to leave her children with her
sister.

When she returned home, her hus-
band would ask her what she had been
doing, interrogating and beating her. But
he did not know that she was betraying
him. She always feared that her husband
knew what she was doing. She went to
a magician and asked him to make her
husband forget what she was doing and
make him sleep for a long time.

She succeeded in this atrocious plot
and started staying with her male friends
for ten days while her husband slept all
the time. If Yahya gets up, he goes to the
restaurant to eat and then buys qat and
goes to chew with his friends.

He stays with them till midnight then
comes back to the house and sleeps till
3:00 p.m., ignoring his wife, leaving
her to do what she does because of the
magic she gives to him.

This situation still continues. If Hur-
riah returns to the house, her husband
does not ask where she is coming from
and ignores her. Her father and brothers
do not know what Hurriah does, all they
know is that she goes to see her aunt.

N

ENERGY

interview)

Do you like this feature?
Would you like it to continue?
Send your comments to
yteditor@gmail.comm

advs. date)

VYacancy

CRIFFIN Announcement

Griffin Energy is an international company with offices
worldwide. Our main operations are managed by our
offices in Sana’a, Yemen. Griffin Energy invites you to
apply for the positions of

1- Quantity Surveyor

2- Administrator / Planner
3- Site Engineer
4- Site Engineer
5- Fabricator

6- Mechanical Supervisor
7- Piping Supervisor
8-Workshop Supervisor
9-Paramedic

operate (Auto-Cad)

Interested, please send your C.Vs and covering letter to:
The following e-mail: energyhr@griffin-ltd.com or
P.O.Box: 7292

Note (only Short listed will be contacted for the

Deadline for applying is 06/11/2010 (10 days of the
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Opinion

What if Obama’s Yemen policy works?

By: Aaron Y. Zelin

n the past month, Yemen has

returned to the spotlight. The

CIA now believes that the

Yemen-based al Qaeda in the

Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) is
a larger security threat to the United
States than al Qaeda Central in Paki-
stan. Since then, press accounts have
stated that the United States govern-
ment plans to carry out drone attacks
in Yemen, and reported that U.S. Cen-
tral Command plans to give $1.2 bil-
lion in aid to Yemen’s military over
a five-year period. But such policies,
no matter how well-intentioned, are
unlikely to solve the very real chal-
lenges posed by al Qaeda’s presence
in Yemen and may well make the situ-
ation worse.

It originally appeared that there was
widespread consensus in the govern-
ment on providing such military aid to
Yemen. But a recent article in the New
York Times highlights that there is a
vigorous debate within the Obama ad-
ministration about the efficacy of such
aid. The Obama administration has
been debating the legality of droning
an American citizen (i.e. Anwar al-
Awlaki). Before rushing into a major
new program, it’s worth recalling the
reasons why past U.S.-backed efforts
aimed at eliminating al Qaeda’s pres-
ence in Yemen have failed.

Efforts to aid the Yemeni govern-
ment against AQAP have done little to
help solve some of Yemen’s larger so-
cietal problems, including water short-
ages, declining oil supplies, refugee
and IDP problems, population growth,

rebellion in the north, and a secession-
ist movement in the south. Indeed,
increased military aid could actually
exacerbate the already pervasive mili-
tary culture in Yemen and cement the
war economy, and intensify the griev-
ances of citizens from the rebellion
led by the Huthis in the north and the
secessionist southern movement in
the south. This is problematic because
Yemen’s President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah
Saleh views those conflicts as more of
a threat to his power than AQAP and
may well be tempted to use counter-
terrorism assistance against them. If
this were the case, as Brian O’Neil ar-
gues, this would severely undermine
the United States’ efforts.

Drone strikes are often proposed
as an effective method for targeting
AQAP’s leadership. But such strikes
in Yemen could lead to many innocent
civilian deaths without having a signif-
icant impact on AQAP’s leadership.
The debate about their effect in Paki-
stan, which reveals a deep tension be-
tween military utility and potentially
negative political effects, may be even
more intense in Yemen.

The only reported drone strike in
Yemen since President Obama came
into office was the Dec. 17,2009 strike
on the community of al-Ma’jalah in
the Abyan governorate in southern
Yemen, which killed 41 civilians and
14 members of al Qaeda, but no one
of importance. Consequently, AQAP
used this drone strike as the reason
for the attempted Christmas Day at-
tack conducted by Umar Farouk Ab-
dulmutallab on Northwest Airlines
Flight 253, en route from Amsterdam

to Detroit.

This, however, was not the first
time drones have been used in Yem-
en. In November, 2002, the Bush ad-
ministration conducted a drone strike
which killed the leader of the group
then known as al Qaeda in Yemen,
Abu ‘Ali al-Harithi, which also killed
American citizen Kamal Derwish
(Ahmed Hijazi). This reportedly hob-
bled the organization for some time,
but as Gregory Johnsen points out:
“this is not 2002 and if the U.S. thinks
that by taking out [AQAP leaders] al-
Wahayshi, al-Shihri or al-Raymi it can
do what it did when it killed al-Harithi
it is sadly mistaken. Al Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula will survive the
deaths of any one of those individuals
and possible the deaths of all three.”

The politics are treacherous.
Launching drone strikes could hinder
efforts to solve the northern and
southern conflict peacefully. As Gre-
gory Johnsen has warned, conducting
drone strikes in Yemen could entangle
the United States in tribal conflicts,
which would further draw the United
States into Yemen’s internal matters,
as well as inflame other challenges to
the Yemeni government such as the
southern insurrection and the Huthi
rebellion.

If the United States tried to tar-
get an AQAP operative in a Huthi
stronghold in northern Yemen and
accidentally killed individuals who
sympathize with the Huthi cause, it
would most likely break the fragile
peace and lead to a resumption and
major escalation of war between the
Huthis and the Yemeni government.

Further, in the past round of battle
from August, 2009 to February, 2010,
Saudi Arabia -- which collects a large
amount of American military aid --
overtly entered the war. A small coun-
terterrorism operation could quickly
spiral into a regional war that has
nothing to do with AQAP, but could
further destabilize the security situ-
ation in Yemen and detract from the
fight against AQAP.

One has to also consider the rise in
recent months of violence between
AQAP operatives and Yemeni securi-
ty forces, which has mainly occurred
in southern Yemen as well as the re-
cent uptickin violence by the Yem-
eni government against the southern
movement. This could potentially
lead southerners to establish closer
ties to AQAP, even though each group
has different goals. AQAP has already
tried to co-opt the southern move-
ment’s banner for cessation, though,
under the framework of an Islamic
Emirate when releasing a message
titled “Message to Our People in the
South.” As the leader of AQAP, Na-
sir al-Wahayshi, states: “We in the
al Qaeda network support what you
are doing: your rejection of oppres-
sion practiced against you and others,
your fight against the government and
your defending yourself.” As of now,
there is no evidence of collusion be-
tween the two groups even if the Yem-
eni government argues otherwise. The
southern movement has rejected over-
tures from AQAP in the past. But if
the Yemeni government continues to
conflate the southern movement with
AQAP and further violence is direct-

ed toward the southern movement, it
could lead to an alliance of conven-
ience.

Another issue has to do with the
legality of targeting an American citi-
zen. How the Obama administration
decides to handle the situation with
Anwar al-Awlaki will shed light on
the United States’ legal policy vis-a-
vis the war on terror. Will it lead the
United States down a slippery slope
that further erodes the rule of law and
its legitimacy in the eyes of the inter-
national community? Or, will it affirm
Obama’s statement in his inaugural
address: “we reject as false the choice
between our safety and our ideals.”

Finally, the United States should
not be surprised if AQAP tries to
respond to drones by attacking the
homeland as it nearly did with the
Christmas Day failure. What if AQAP
was successful? As Greg Scoblete
succinctly points out: “the call for
America to push aside its weak local
partner and take care of the problem
itself will only grow louder.” Will
the United States then expand its aid
to deal with Yemen’s other domestic
issues - governance, infrastructure,
education, healthcare, and economic
development? Or potentially put
boots on the ground? That would only
further entrench the United States in
a complex society that it truly does
not understand; and, as we have seen
in Afghanistan and Iraq, that leads to
greater trouble.

But what if pouring $1.2 billion of
military aid into Yemen buttressed
by a drone offensive against AQAP
works? Obviously, one hopes the

United States is successful in disman-
tling AQAP and that it does not repeat
the same mistakes it made in 2003 by
taking its eyes off of al Qaeda’s pres-
ence in Yemen. But, it is hard to en-
vision the United States completely
succeeding since President Saleh has
an incentive to keep AQAP alive.
Between 2003 and 2006 the United
States reduced its military aid signifi-
cantly. As such, President Saleh views
AQAP as a tool to continue to get at-
tention from the United States even at
the expense of his nation.

The United States should encour-
age Yemen to peacefully resolve the
conflicts in the north and south as well
as address the grievances these groups
have, which would free up resources
to tackle other pressing issues. The
United States should also do the fol-
lowing: take a lead in a new interna-
tional donor fund initiative for de-
velopment and reducing poverty, but
unlike in the pastmake sure donors fol-
low through; continue its low-profile
training of Yemen military officials;
support efforts to diversify Yemen’s
economy, which relies heavily on un-
sustainable depleting oil resources;
promote international aid programs to
help the more than 300,000 IDP’s and
refugees; and stimulate reform efforts
in the political, judicial, educational,
infrastructural, and medical realm to
better serve Yemen’s citizens. This
may marginalize AQAP by taking
away potential rhetorical points, lead-
ing to its eventual defeat.

Aaron'Y.Zelin is aresearch assistant
in the politics department at Brandeis
University and blogs atJihadology.

Yemen:

By: Christopher Boucek
National Interest

en years ago, a U.S. Navy

destroyer was bombed

while refueling in the

Yemeni port of Aden. The

suicide attack killed sev-
enteen American sailors and injured
thirty-nine. Since the strike, the dan-
ger originating out of Yemen has only
grown. While Osama bin Laden and
other top U.S. targets continue to hide
in Pakistan, al-Qaeda in Yemen is now
even more dangerous than the central
group. On the brink of collapse, Yem-
en is a nearly perfect haven for terror-
ists and the West must respond —but
exclusively focusing on counterterror-
ism will only increase the risk for the
United States.

American analysts now consider al-
Qaeda’s affiliate organization in Yemen
a more pressing threat to U.S. national
security than the central leadership as
the Yemen-based outfit is increasingly
agile and looking for opportunities to
strike abroad. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula was officially announced in
January 2009 following the merger of
the affiliates in Saudi Arabia and Yem-
en. The group aims to use Yemen as a
base for training and to plot, plan, and
launch operations at home and abroad.
While al-Qaeda in Yemen modeled it-
self on the original outfit, it’s autono-
mous and doesn’t take direction from
bin Laden.

Strategically located between Saudi
Arabia and Somalia—connecting the
separate but interconnected regions
of the Arabian Peninsula and Horn
of Africa— Yemen has a long history
of extremism and terrorism. Com-
ing from a religious and conservative
country, a large number of Yemenis
fought against the Soviet occupation
of Afghanistan in the 1980s and be-

Ten years after the USS

fore September 11 Yemenis reportedly
made up the second-largest group in
al-Qaeda training camps. Al-Qaeda’s
first strike on American targets took
place in Yemen almost 20 years ago
and ever since the attempted terrorist
attack on the flight bound for Detroit
in December last year, Yemen is on
everyone’s map.

Despite Western security assist-
ance and the clandestine use of U.S.
air strikes, al-Qaeda is surging in
Yemen. There has been a noticeable
uptick in attacks within the country
in recent years. Its primary targets are
foreigners, energy infrastructure, and
the Yemeni security services mount-
ing their own operations against the
group.

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
faces much less pressure than al-Qae-
da’s senior leadership in South Asia.
While the large U.S. military presence
in Afghanistan and aggressive drone
campaign in Pakistan has put the cen-
tral leadership on the defensive, there
is no public U.S. military presence in
Yemen. With more freedom to operate,
the group poses an imminent threat to
the West.

Within the country, the group has
killed tourists from Spain, Belgium,
and South Korea, twice attacked the
U.S. embassy in Sanaa, and attempted
to assassinate the British ambassador.
And the pace of the attacks is intensi-
fying. By some estimates, there have
already been more than thirty attacks
this year and around forty Yemeni se-
curity officials have been killed in the
violence. It’s an increasingly coordi-
nated campaign.

This trajectory demonstrates its
ability to mount deadly operations in
the country, region, and the West. In
August 2008, al-Qaeda attempted to
assassinate the Saudi counterterrorism
chief Prince Mohammed bin Nayef in

the Kingdom. And the failed attack on
Christmas day underlined the group’s
global ambitions. This was the first al-
Qaeda attempt on a domestic Ameri-
can target that wasn’t planned in South
Asia, but in Yemen.

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula repeatedly emphasizes its desire
to strike Western interests and it has
shown the capacity to follow through
on previous threats. Recent history
demonstrates that when the group
says it will strike it does and if things
don’t work out in its favor, al-Qaeda
tries again. Even during the height of
the al-Qaeda violence in Saudi Arabia,
the organization did not strike outside
the Kingdom. This outfit, however,
continues to have ambitions beyond
Yemen.

But, al-Qaeda is not Sanaa’s only
concern—the country is in crisis.
Yemen also faces a looming economic
meltdown, poor governance, corrup-
tion, limited state capacity, civil war in
the north and secessionist movement
in the south. And the under governed
spaces this list of challenges creates al-
lows the resurgent al-Qaeda organiza-
tion to thrive.

While al-Qaeda is obviously Wash-
ington’s number one concern in Yem-
en, these root causes of instability can-
not be ignored. The problems within
Yemen need to be fixed to prevent
their spread beyond the borders. An
exclusive focus on directly fighting
terrorism will only inflame grievances
and increase militancy—a one-sided
approach will be counterproductive
in the end. Short-term counterterror-
ism and security operations need to be
paired with long-term development as-
sistance and support that expands the
capacity of the Yemeni government.

The current emphasis on hard securi-
ty is backwards. With this in mind, the
United States needs to help the Yemeni

government fight corruption, improve
social services, address the legitimate
grievances of resistance groups and
increase economic growth. Develop-
ment assistance is one of the most ef-
fective tools available to do all of this,
but it is disproportionately small. Over
the next three years, the United States

ole bombing

plans to send $121 million to Yemen,
but will give $1.5 billion to Pakistan
next year alone. The resources don’t
match the relative dangers.

Ten years on from the USS Cole
bombing, the United States still doesn’t
have an answer. As the national secu-
rity threat emanating from Yemen con-

tinues to rise, the United States must
work to minimize al-Qaeda’s reach.
Counterterrorism and military support
alone will not win the struggle — Wash-
ington needs to help Yemen confront
its converging challenges. Only then
will the nearly perfect environment for
terrorist activity be reduced.
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Oxfam

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO working with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering, has been working in Yemen since 1983.
Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its development programme:

Good Governance Project Manager

Starting gross salary per annum pro rata: $27,420 USD
Contract Duration: 6 months (November 2010 — April 2011)
Location: Sana’a

The role

In this key role you will have proven experience of leading a team, will have strong project management skills, and will be able to develop
programmes and deliver on objectives. You will be able to demonstrate a high level of coordination within a dynamic and changing context,
and will be capable of managing all elements of the project, from planning, monitoring, evaluation through to learning. You will oversee
budget preparation and project monitoring, and will assist in fundraising and proposal writing for new initiatives.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with 5 years of experience managing development projects, with a degree in social sciences or related
discipline, good knowledge of project management, experience of working in the development sector, ideally related to good governance
and the national gender strategy. You will be able to demonstrate outstanding analysis skills and will show excellent organisational skills.
You will be able to translate strategies into actions that make a difference on the ground. Equally important will be your creative approach
to problem solving and your influential communication skills in both Arabic and English, and your ability to gain the confidence, trust, and
respect of everyone around you.

Good Governance Project Officer (2 Positions)
Starting gross salary per annum pro rata: $16,121 USD
Contract Duration: 6 months (November 2010 — April 2011)
Location: Sana’a

The role

You will have a proven track record of contributing to overall project development by emphasising appropriate approaches to mainstreaming
gender in all project activities. You will be able to provide intensive gender-focused and needs-based technical support to project partners,
as well as an ability to monitor project activities , both technically and financially. You will undertake project budget preparation and
monitoring, and will assist in fundraising and proposal writing for new initiatives.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with 3 years of experience working in good governance programmes, with a degree in social sciences or a
related discipline. You will have an understanding of, and experience of working in the development sector, and you will show sensitivity to
gender and equity issues. The ideal candidate will have demonstrated communication skills and the ability to work well with others and as
part of a team. You will have excellent oral and written communication skills in both English and Arabic, and will possess good computer
skills.

To apply
If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these positions, please send a copy of your CV and a cover
letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for, to yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk or send a fax to 01 450170.

Closing date for applications is 11th November 2010

Please apply immediately as we will be interviewing suitable candidates before the closing date
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Yemen: low demand for gold jewelry this season
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A cosmetics and accessories shop at Yemen Mall in Sana’a. Costume jewellery has become
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Yemenis alternative to gold since the increase in gold prices.

By: Ali Saeed

mal is one of many brides

who will celebrate her

wedding day without a

gold necklace and without

the beautiful gold earrings

she had hoped for. The rising price of

gold has put such luxuries out of reach
for many Yemenis.

Demand for gold in Yemen has de-

creased this season as the global price

has increased, gold traders told the Ye-

men Times.

“I feel disappointed that I will have my
wedding day without gold,” said Amal.
She hopes when prices fall again that she
can buy her gold jewelry.

The days of Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-
Adha, between September and Decem-
ber, are popular periods for weddings for
many Yemenis. For gold traders it is their
best season to sell.

Gold jewelry sales have dropped by
40 percent this season compared to 2009,
Mohammad Abdulmunim Al-Rifaee, a

gold trader, told the
Yemen Times.

Around 80 percent
of gold customers in
Yemen buy gold for
wedding  occasions
such as dowries for
brides. Only 20 per-
cent see buying gold
as an investment and
a way to save money,
according to Abu Bakr
Al-Rifaee, a Sana’a
based gold trader.

The average price
for one ounce of
gold in October last
year was approxi-
mately YR 184,275
(YR 6,500 per gram).
By October 2010
the price had risen
to more than YR
255,150 (YR 9,000
per gram) according
to Abu Bakr.

This increase is
being  experienced
worldwide as the gold
price, linked to the
global commodities market, has risen
steadily. On October 26, an ounce was
valued at nearly USD 1,340 in Europe,
Reuters reported.

Bakr explained that gold price is also
linked to oil prices and the US econo-
my.

“When the unemployment rate in-
creases in the US, the gold price goes
up because investors buy gold and sell
stocks. And when the US economy is
strong, they [investors] buy stocks and
sell gold, and then gold price decreas-

New city development
being built in Haid

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

new luxury residential de-

velopment for foreign dip-

lomats and government of-

ficials is being built in Haid,

0 km west of Sana’a, by

the Cultural and Social Association (CSA)
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Seventeen tower blocks are under con-
struction, two of which are assigned for
foreigner diplomats. The project, being
constructed by the Yemeni Group for
Engineering and Contractors, will create
a modern housing city, including health
clubs, coffee shops and sport centers.

“The city includes a mosque, sports
club, green areas, a police station, sepa-
rated halls for special occasions and a
health center,” said Ali Qadhi, the CSA’s
chairman.

Located in a clean, quiet and elevated
location, the housing towers are being
constructed on an area of 44,400 square
meters. The land was bought by the CSA
four years ago for YR 250,000.

“Now the price of land has reached YR
1 to 1.5 million. The price of the land has
soared after people saw our project,” said
Qadhi.

The CSA was established in 1992 to
support the families of foreign ministry
employees and provides them with health
and social care. The association has a
monthly income of USD 150,000 from
shareholders who are employees and dip-
lomats in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Ali Qadhi said the initiative was an idea
he initiated with the help of employees.
Together, they discussed the idea to carry
out a project to build a housing city for the

ministry’s employees.

Housing associations, or co-operatives,
are used as a collective way for people to
purchase their own home, something they
could not afford to do as individuals. Fifty
people joined the association at the min-
istry when it started. The number quickly
grew to 250 members, with each person
paying 25 percent of the total cost of each
apartment.

The two towers, earmarked for use
by foreign diplomats, contain 16 luxury
200-400 square meter apartments.The
remaining tower blocks will have a mix
of medium and smaller sized apartments.
Prices will range from USD 40,000 to
USD 100,000.

No agreement has yet been made be-
tween Qadhi, the association and foreign
diplomats about living in the new de-
velopment, but they plan to put forward
the idea after the construction of the two
towers is completed. He is expecting 112
apartments to be ready by January.

The Yemen Times contacted several
Arab and foreign embassies to find out
if there is any interest in re-housing their
employees in the new housing develop-
ment.

A communications officer in an Arab
embassy, who preferred to remain anon-
ymous, said “the embassy is preparing
to build its new building in the Sheraton
area, on land given to us by the Yemeni
government.” The spokesperson added
that there was a reciprocal agreement
between their own government and the
Yemeni embassy.

Security
The housing development will be en-
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closed in its own fenced compound,
with 24-hour security and a modern
security system to be run by a private
security company.

The building project has had difficul-
ties. Building was interrupted by gangs
attempting to seize lands, pretending that
it belonged to high-ranking officials and
military officers, according to Qadhi.

Qadhi was forced to write to a high-
ranking official: “He replied that this
matter is your own concern with the mu-
nicipality. We only want a modern city
to be built and for it not to be a repeat of
what happened in Madhbah.”

Madhbah is in the north of the capital
Sana’a. It was build randomly by peo-
ple, and some call it “Night City” be-
cause people were building their houses
during the night to escape attention from
the municipality.

According to Qadhi, there are plans
for another similar development on
88,000 square meters of land in the
Subaha area, near to Haid, for Arab and
non-Arab diplomats.

es,” according to Bakr.

Almost 100 percent of gold traders in
Yemen import their gold from Dubai,
according to Bakr. However, there are
some local workshops that make their
own jewelry.

In the rest of the world, demand for
gold will remain strong during the rest of
2010, according to the World Gold Coun-
cil (WGC). India and China will continue
to provide the main growth in demand,
particularly for gold jewelry, according
to the WGC.

Inits second quarter report for 2010 the

WGC said it expects support, on the de-
mand side of the gold market, to increase
in the coming months. It explained that
gold had experienced a ‘pullback’ since
the end of the second quarter of 2010,
due to short-term profit taking and a sea-
sonally weak period for gold jewelry. It
anticipated that the third quarter would
be a seasonally strong period for gold
jewelry.

The average gold price jumped into
higher trading ranges in most curren-
cies during the second quarter of 2010,
according to the council. The USD gold

price increased to a new high of USD
1,261 per ounce on June 28, the WGC
reported.

The council recognized that a rise in
local prices prompted ‘dishoarding’ — a
selling off of gold stocks to cash in on
the high price — in certain countries and
also negatively affected jewelry demand,
especially in countries where gold de-
mand is sensitive to increasing or volatile
prices. However, jewelry consumption in
key markets such as India, China and the
Middle East is still robust, particularly
considering the higher local gold price.
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Misuse and addiction to
internet technology

By: Faris Mohammed Al-Shoaebi
farismohammed2010@ gmail.com

t is a fact that today, the In-

ternet has become one of the

most powerful sources of

addiction and entertainment

for some Yemeni individu-
als. It helps them to make their life
easier, according to trends, so it is
the most common technology used
by people, especially young ones,
adolescents or more precisely chil-
dren.

Those addicted persons may
spend hours viewing Internet porn
or engaging in sexually charged
conversations in Internet cafes.
They are involved in common ac-
tivities such as e-mail, chatting,
downloading immoral songs and
pictures, and searching for videos,
especially pornographi films.

They consider it as a technology
full of enjoyment and entertain-
ment and want to know more about
it, forgetting its dangers and the
severe effects it can have socially,
personally or even academically.

It is an uncontrollable environ-
ment that they have become ad-
dicted to. The internet, just like the
usage of drugs and alcohol, nega-
tively influences their social behav-
ior and academic achievement.

In Yemen today, most children
are well aware of how to access the
internet. Not only is it easily acces-
sible, but children are encouraged
to use it for entertainment including
videos and racing games, instead
of getting information that relates
to their study, a matter that makes
them flee their schools.

These are the various online risks

to children in this country, that they
can face in the misuse of the Inter-
net a situation that can affect their
health, career and education in the
near future.

But what is worst is that Inter-
net cyber-sex has already become a
major threat. It is big business for
many companies that support it. It
is highly addictive, morally wrong,
and can be dangerous for society
and the country.

Some addicted people, especial-
ly adults, misuse the Internet by
watching pornographic films that
are damaging to their ethics. This
can cause them to act in devious
ways, by using false or continu-
ously changing identities, or using
anonymous names for their e-mail.
Some misuse the Internet for sexual
chatting or messaging so frequently
that they find their real life relation-
ships suffer due to a lack of atten-
tion. They are secretive about their
double life and try to hide their
behaviors, and resent interruptions
or any attempt to curtail their ad-
diction.

Those who are particularly vul-
nerable are isolated, dependent
individuals suffering from low
self-esteem. They may have lim-
ited social skills and use the In-
ternet to manage stress. People
with depressive symptoms may be
tempted to use cyber-sex to medi-
cate their depression, and to bolster
their self-esteem. The big problem
about the misuses of technology
is that it can lead to the ignorance
of culture and education between
people. Therefore, these people are
not sufficiently cultured to use the
technology properly as a tool, but

& i N ALY 99 - -

instead use it as an easy solution or
as a fashionable trend. They do not
have the education to use it correct-
ly for useful things, so they waste
their time in trivial things that go
nowhere.

Moreover, they don’t consider
the Internet as an essential tool and
a wonderful instrument for academ-
ic achievement. The Internet can
provide many learning benefits if
it is viewed as a powerful resource
for applying independent learning
methods and research skills, as well
as collaborating with new people
to improve communication skills.
It allows access to a wide range of
resources, and can be a prominent
learning tool that enables people to
develop the ability of looking for
relevant and reliable information
and develop information skills.

There are risks that threaten the
students’ development in their edu-
cational classes due to misuses of
technology. For instance, learners
are browsing online on their cell
phones or on the Internet, playing
games, and surfing pornographic
websites and other non-suitable
sites during class. Some students
even start using cell phones at the
age of ten, as well as entering inter-
net cafes. The reason that many par-
ents consider this is as a normal way
to communicate with their sons, is
that by possessing cell phones they
can keep in touch with them whilst
both parents are working.

As a result, nowadays, many
young people do not merely want to
have any type of computer or cell
phone in order to browse the Inter-
net for the best web sites, but also
want to have the latest computer or
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cell phone. If they do not have the
latest technology, they might feel
ashamed in front of their friends
and prefer to leave their old-fash-
ioned cell phone or computer at
home. Moreover, many late model
cell phones have a built-in camera
and some young people use it to re-
cord pictures or videos, and transfer
them to their computers for making
copies that may damage other peo-
ple’s reputation.

Thus Internet technology is a tool
of development, success and prog-
ress where no-one needs to go to the
library or purchase expensive study
materials for any projects. Lots of
websites and e-books are available
on the Internet which anyone can
use to solve one’s queries, and there
is no doubt that this is one of the
many positive uses of the Internet.

However, the fact remains that if
the student’s parents, educators, ed-
ucated people and the government
are not alert, there is a strong possi-
bility that the misuse of the Internet
can lead to the corruption of fami-
lies, society and gradually escalate
to impact the whole country.

Finally, it’s a wonder that some
people say and think that the tech-
nology is responsible for the nega-
tive effects and consequences that
threaten society. People have to un-
derstand that this is happening be-
cause of the misuse of technology.
The technology is a tool, it doesn’t
do anything to threaten society, but
it is in fact those who misuse it that
threaten society. It is the human
that uses a technology that threat-
ens society. The fault is the user of
the technology, not the technology
itself.
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White Whale products
now in Yemen
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One of the known
companies of electrical
Thailand  appliances

participated in the Ye-
men-Turkish business
forum held last week.
As a consequence the
company which has
more than 170 prod-
ucts worldwide is now
in Yemen.

“Our services ex-
tend to after sale and
provide our customers
with regular maintenance services of the products. We
also provide them with other privileges in pricing and
delivery,” said Abdu Mohammed Ali Othman Al-Qaya-
dhi the sole agent of White Whale in Yemen.
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SANAA : Ali Abdul Mughnee street
ADEN : Al Maidan street - Crater
TAlZ,

. Al Saeed Commercial Center - 26 September

Promising Excellent Service for Ene

Special Offer 2088 v, <o

for first flight on December 6-2010
Taxes included

Sana’a - Nairobi

HORIZO

Nairobi - Sana’a

t for well known multinational companies:

FMCrucmoioge i Solar Turbines Il 1, @l P Wasoneiar
M..JF‘im Honeywell Enraf Score Group ple <z
FW Murphy Tank gauging & Inventory system R N —
PR Consolidated,
MONDAY Honeywell Turbine scl<o
Fleld Process Solutions wrie® Overhauling Pumps & Dosing Systems
10:00 SAH DAR 13:30
Y670 B738
10:00 SAH NBO 15:30
TUESDAY . . 2
First calibration and maintenance workshop for flow meters
20:30 SAH NBO 23:30 In accordance with API standard - certified by SGS
WET Bt 20:30 SAH DAR 01:30
. . Biolc | cleaning of wastewater for oilfield camps,
SATURDAY office buildings and residential apartments (3 - 3000 persons)
(mobile and fixed system available)
23.00 SAH DAR 02:30
Y670 B738
23:00 SAH NBO 04:30

Now you can book & get your ticket through www.yemenia.com

ORIZO'

SANAA, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN Tel. 967-1-421508, Fax. +967-1-421514

. %8 &
Yemeniace= 40100l |
Yemen Airways Lo dligdl byled)
Genuine Arabian Hospitality

please call :01- 250 800 - Toll free: 800 1000

|

For more information

Email: info@hacs-yemen.com website: www.hacs-yemen.com

Printed by Yemen Times Est. for Press, Printing & Publication
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