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SANA’A- A number of Yemeni reli-
gious scholars unanimously agreed that
there are no clear-cut legal evidences that
prevent making blood money of women
equal to men’s in case of their death. 

They all pointed out the matter is con-
troversial and no clear-cut evidence was
mentioned in Quran or Hadith  to prevent
women’s blood money from being equal
to men’s. 

A number of religious scholars and
researchers, who attended the forum that
was organized last Monday by Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Hussein al-Ahmar,
Parliament Speaker in his house, stressed
on the importance of the intellectual and
scientific meetings to promote dialogue
and heated debates on the woman’s blood
money. 

A controversy was provoked by the
article forwarded to the specialist com-
mittee at the Parliament within the frame
of the law of penalties and crimes stipu-
lating the woman’s blood money should
be half the man’s.

The attendants have shown their opin-
ions on what was included by a number
of papers presented on the matter, but
they did not agree on a unified decision
and considered it a controversial issue
due to the multiplicity of sects in Yemen.

Objectors to the amendment of
women’s blood money have not shown
any evidence to support their objection
either from the Quran or the Sunna
(Sayings and acts of Prophet Mohammad
peace be upon him).

Mosque preachers at the capital waged
a campaign against efforts expended by
some human rights organizations to
amend the law article forwarded to the
Parliament in this respect. They consid-
ered the woman’s blood money being
half the man’s is one of the principles of
Islam that can never be amended. 

Additionally, the new law draft pre-
sented to the Parliament for amending the
woman’s blood money encouraged
women activists to discuss with their col-

leagues all what is relevant to women
rights in the Holy Book.

After a series of studies, symposiums
and lectures, some religious hardliners
waged a media campaign seeing the mat-
ter to contradict the Islamic Shari’a and
violate conventions signed by Yemen,
most important of which is the conven-
tion of fighting discrimination against
women.

This legal file created a chance for
talking about different sects that do not
agree on a specific woman’s blood
money. Al-Shafia, al-Hanafia and al-
Malikia made the blood money of the
Muslim woman equal to that of a Jewish
citizen and said that it should be half the
free man’s.

Regarding the ongoing controversy on
women’s blood money, Dr. al-Mortadha
Zaid al-Muhatwari told the Yemen Times
that al-Zaidia Sect has a similar view to
other sects on the matter and the
woman’s blood money is half the man’s.

There are many contemporary reli-
gious sheikhs including Mohammad
Abdu, Rashid Ridha, Mahmoud Shalton,
al-Azhar Preacher, Mohammad al-
Ghazali, al-Qaradawi and Dr. al-
Muhatwari who support making

woman’s blood money equal to the
man’s.

The supporters claimed that consensus
made by some religious scholars is not
based on any Quranic verse or Hadith,
but they based their claims on inherited
narrations. 

Al-Muhatwari added that making dis-
crimination between souls is a taboo and
the Quranic verses reveal that any soul is
100% equal to other soul. 

With respect the blood money of a Jew
or a Christian, al-Muhatwari argued their
blood money is equal to that of Muslims
unless they are conquerors, and if a
Muslim killed a Jewish subject, he must
be executed unless he pays the blood
money. 

On her part, Rahmah Jujairah,
Chairwoman of Yemeni Presswomen
Forum mentioned: “I never bear in mind
that Islam makes a discrimination
between human beings, and all human
beings, males females are equal in the
eye of Allah. 

She added: “it is illogical to turn a
blind eye to discrimination issues and
violence against women and considering
them unequal to men since it is women
who bread men and care for them.
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Women demand
equal blood money

BY FATIMA FOUD
FOR THE YEMEN TIMES

The National Democratic Institute in
Yemen (NDI) held a Regional
Workshop on Transparency and
Accountability as a part of their series
of discussion forums in Good
Governance. The workshop was held in
Hadda Hotel last week on the 22nd and
the 23rd of June. The event was chaired
by Sheikh Abdulla Al Ahmer who has
emphasized on the role of the parlia-
mentarians in the protection of public
good and the importance of focusing on
good governance systems that will
empower the people. The workshop
hosted a number of parliamentarians
from Yemen, Bahrain, and Kuwait.
There was also a representative from
the various political parties in Yemen,
local news agencies and human rights
activists.

The contributions from the parlia-
mentarians emphasized the importance
of Transparency and Good Governance
in the region. The crowed agreed on
unifying the efforts of all the political
parties in the parliament in order to
achieve consensus on issues that will be
beneficial to the Yemeni citizen. They
have also emphasized on the impor-
tance of sharing experiences between
the parliamentarians in the region. One

of the recommendations that emerged
was the suggestion of creating a parlia-
mentarians network in the Arabian
Peninsula to facilitate experience
exchange and increase the parliamen-
tarians ability to engage with construc-
tive dialogues among each other and

towards the citizens.
This workshop is one of many NDI

works in the field of enhancing the
capacity of parliamentarians and bridge
understanding between the
Parliamentarians and the citizens by
fostering an open transparent dialogue.

Regional workshop on transparency
and accountability in Yemen

(Office of the UN
Resident Coordinator in
Yemen—30 June 2005)—
Prof. Jeffery D. Sachs, the
Director of the UN
Millennium Project, Director
of the Earth Institute at
Colombia University and
Special Advisor to the UN
Secretary General, is arriv-
ing Sana’a on Friday, 1 July
2005, on an official mission
to discuss progress on Yemen’s prepara-
tion of its scaled up, five-year Third
National Development Plan for Poverty
Reduction 2006-2010. 

The mission comes in the context of
Yemen’s selection as one of eight coun-
tries worldwide and the only country in
the Arab world to benefit from the tech-
nical support of the UN Millennium
Project to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.
The visit also takes place prior to the G8
Summit in Scotland and before the UN
General Assembly’s Millennium
Summit +5 in September and presents
an excellent opportunity to provide an
additional high-level visibility to
Yemen’s commitment to achieving the
MDGs. During his visit, Prof. Sachs will
meet with the highest ranked
Government officials, UN System
organizations, the donor community as
well as the technical thematic working
groups that worked on Yemen’s needs
assessments which aim to identify the
investments that need to be in place for
Yemen to achieve the MDGs by 2015.

Professor Sachs is a senior interna-
tional economist known for his work
with international organizations on

issues related to poverty
reduction, debt relief and
fighting diseases, particular-
ly for the developing world.
Sachs’ research interests
include the links of health
and development, economic
geography and globaliza-
tion. He has also conducted
research on transition to
market economies in
Eastern Europe and the for-

mer Soviet Union, international finan-
cial markets, international macroeco-
nomic policy coordination, emerging
markets, economic development and
growth, global competitiveness and
macroeconomic policies in developing
and developed countries.

He was named as one of the 100 most
influential people in the world by the
Time Magazine in 2004 and 2005.
Moreover, the World Affairs Council of
America identified him as one of the
500 most influential people in the
United States in the field of foreign pol-
icy. In February 2002 Nature Magazine
stated that Sachs “has revitalized public
health thinking since he brought his
financial mind to it.” In 1993 he was
cited in The New York Times Magazine
as “probably the most important econo-
mist in the world” and called in Time
Magazine’s 1994 issue on 50 promising
young leaders “the world’s best-known
economist.” His syndicated newspaper
column appears in more than 50 coun-
tries around the world, and he is a fre-
quent contributor to major publications
such as the New York Times, the
Financial Times of London, and The
Economist magazine.

Professor Jeffery Sachs visits Yemen to discuss Yemen’s progress 

Towards achieving the
millennium development goals

Prof. Jeffery D. Sachs
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Readersʼ Voice
Yemen Times features  “Readersʼ

Voice” a popular way for our
readers to interact with us. This is
your opportunity to have a say on
world and local affairs. 

This editionʼs question:

Last editionʼs question:
Do you think that Islamic conferences
will strengthen the position of Islamic
countries? 
No, I don't  70%
Yes, I do 30%

Go to our website at:
yementimes.com/#poll  and

have your voice heard!

It is debatable in many sectors
now that a woman should be equal
to a man, and there is also a demand
that the same blood money paid for
a Muslim should be paid for a Jew.
Do you agree that the same blood
money paid for a man should be
paid for a woman and a jew?
Yes
Now 
I have no idea

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT
Extension of the Tender

Our ref: EUROPEAID/120936/D/S/YE
Ministry of Technical Education & Vocational Training

Strengthening Priority Areas of Vocational Training (SPAVT)

Supplies of hotel and school furniture, computer and training equipment
for the NAHOTI (National Hotel and Tourism Institute) in Sana’a, Yemen

The tender dossier can be downloaded from the following web page:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/index_en.htm

or the complete tender dossier including annexes can be purchased with a sub-
mission of a written application to the Project Management Unit (PMU) and
upon a payment of a non-refundable fee of Y.R. 10.000 at the:  

Ministry of Technical Education and Vocational Training,
Baghdad Street, Sana’a, – Republic of Yemen
Telephone: 00967–1–217987/406298
Fax: 00967–1–406299
E-mail: SPAVT@y.net.ye

The contract includes supply and installation of furniture and training equipment
for NAHOTI (National Hotel and Tourism Institute). The future NAHOTI will
provide both theoretical and practical training facilities for six occupational skill
areas: Front Office, Food and Beverage Service, Housekeeping, Food production,
Travel Agency and Travel guidance. The institute includes a training hotel, as well
as a dormitory for the students. 
Number and titles of lots

Lot 1: Technical Equipment
Lot 2: Furniture
Lot 3: Office and Hotel Equipment
Lot 4: First aid, security and fire protection
Lot 5: Housekeeping
Lot 6: Kitchen equipment

Site visit: 25th of June 2005 10.00 a.m.
Meeting at the PMU in the MOTEVT at 10.00 am

SANA’A- A security source doubted
the authenticity of the information
exchanged by different media means
about the involvement of a Yemeni
suspect in the list of 36 Saudi suspects
wanted by the court on suspicion of
terrorist acts. 

An official source told 22 May
weekly last Thursday that the Yemeni
Ministry of Interior does not have any
documents carrying the name of
Hassan Mohammad Hamid whose
name was announced in an Interior
Ministry’s statement last Tuesday. 

The source clarified there is still an
ongoing contact with Riyadh, the capi-
tal of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to
know whether the travel documents
alleged to be possessed by a Yemeni
national are forged or authentic,
according to what was published last
Wednesday by Saudi Arabia’s al-
Watan Newspaper. 

In the same context, the source
revealed to al-Watan Newspaper the
list of the wanted suspects including 21
fugitives who fled the country. The
Yemeni authorities claimed that these
suspects should appear before the court
for committing different crimes inside
Yemen. 

According to the source, the list of
the wanted suspects involve 8 Saudi
nationals accused by the Yemeni secu-
rity authorities of committing various
crimes in Yemen such as money laun-
dering, murder cases and drug traffick-
ing. 

It pointed out one of the wanted
Saudi nationals, Hassan Mohammad
al-Sahari, was sentenced by the
Yemeni judiciary to five years in jail
for being involved in drug trafficking.

The list covers 10 Yemenis suspect-
ed by the authorities of bombing police
stations to the north of the country,
attacking security forces while on duty
and committing other crimes. 

The list also includes 3 suspects
holding the UAE citizenship and a
Colombian who are facing the charges
of murdering Yemenis and smuggling
Yemeni antiquities, the source added.

The same source ascertained all the
wanted suspects are fugitives outside
the country while the preliminary
information indicates the existence of
14 suspects inside the Saudi lands. 

The source mentioned that Yemen
urged Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait,
and the U.A.E. through their interior
ministries to hunt all the wanted sus-
pects and capture them, but up until
now all these countries have never pro-
vided information whether they did so
according to the Yemeni government
request or not. 

For its part, the Yemeni Interior
Ministry denied last week in a state-
ment distributed by Saba News
Agency all what has been published by
different media means that the Yemeni
authorities set a list of wanted people
on charge of terror cases, and the sus-
pects, Arabs and foreigners, exist out-
side the country.

Yemen demands prosecution of
21 suspects including 8 Saudis

Under the auspices of Dr. Rashad
AL-Aleemi, the minister of Interior,
with cooperation of Mr. Yayah AL-
Habbari, businessman, a unique
project for the prisoners in the
Central Prison in Sana’ a is being
inaugurated today Monday 3 July.  

Marshal Motahar Ali Naji, the
general manager of the Central
Prison, pointed out that the project
consists of a full well-furnished four
rooms where the prisoner can spend
time with his wife. Every room has
its own bathroom and small kitchen.
Besides there is a yard with some
entertainment games for children. 

He further said “The project is
mainly to enhance and strengthen
the social relationships and the
structure of the family to enable the
prisoners and their wives to meet
and spend a night together. The proj-
ect also prevents the moral deviation
among the prisoners and their wives.
There will be system through which
every married prisoner can take his
turn to spend a time with his wife in
one of these wonderful rooms.

In fact it is one of the steps to
improve the prisoners’ situations in
Yemen.”

It is worthy to mention that there
are more than 2100 prisoners in the
Central Prison among them 70% are
married.

7 Star Prison

MARIB- An official source at Marib
Antiquities Authority revealed that
organized gangs keep on demolishing
ancient sights in an old Marib village. 

Director General of Marib
Antiquities Authority Sadiq al-Silwi
told 22May weekly last Thursday that
the gangs destructed al-Nasria ancient
building located near Slaiman Temple
in old Maribm, in addition to looting
its gates and decorated stones. 

The gang started to demolish the
ancient sights a few days ago and is
still doing so without an intervention

of any of Marib officials.
The same source signaled out these

elements use tractors to demolish the
ancient buildings that show pride and
glory of Yemen’s history as they date
back to times of Sheba kingdoms,
which ruled Yemen in the 7th century
B.C.

The source requested the parties
concerned to protect such ancient
sights from enemies of Yemen’s histo-
ry, and that he has the names of people
involved in destructing the ancient
sights in Marib.

Exploiting silence of concerned authorities
Gangs destruct ancient

Marib building

Hadramout- A technical study, pre-
pared by an environmental team and
some researchers from the Marine
Sciences Research Center in Aden and
the Project of Protecting Sea and Land
Protected Areas, explored two sites in
the governorates of Shabwa and
Hadramout, B’er Ali and Sharma.

In these natural sites, there are sev-
eral species of rare sea birds, turtles
and coral reefs.

The study showed the availability of
the environmental components
required for the living of birds in both
sites, in addition to exploring places
where turtles abundantly exist. 

The study was conducted under the
supervision of the General Authority

for Environment Protection (GAEP)
and funded by one of the British com-
panies concerned with environment
protection, in cooperation with the
Scientific Council for Information
System and Scientific Programs, part
of the GAEP

A workshop for discussing plans of
administering the two important sites
is expected to be held this month in the
capital city of Sana’a.

The workshop is due to be attended
by a number of academics and Arab
researchers, as well as some officials
from the Regional Authority for the
Aden Gulf and the Red Sea Protection,
located in the Saudi coastal city of
Jeddah.

Rare creatures explored in
Hadramout and Shabwa 

SA’ADA- The Yemeni authorities
last month closed 21 charitable and
private societies in Sa’ada on charge of
exploiting their activities in supporting
al-Houthi’s insurgency. 

Mirran Charitable Society, which
was led by slain cleric Hussein
Badraddin al-Houthi before he was
killed in September last year, topped
the list of the targeted societies.

The Yemeni authorities accused peo-
ple running these societies, some of
whom were arrested, of exploiting

activities of their societies to spread
political and sectarian thoughts against
the law. 

According to the government, these
people practice illegal activities and
collect money for supporting al-
Houthi’s rebellion in the guise of char-
itable works. 

The Sa’ada security forces stormed
all the head-offices of these societies,
shut them down, invalidated their per-
missions and froze their assets and
financial accounts.

21 Sa’ada charitable
societies shut downEngineers

Yemen Hunt Oil Company is considering hiring  a Mechanical Engineer,
Electrical Engineer, Electronic Engineer, Petroleum Engineer and Chemical
Engineer to work in our Central Processing Facility near Marib.  Successful
candidates will work a schedule of 28 days on and have 28 days off .

Minimum Requirements:

• A bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering,
Electronic Engineering, Petroleum Engineering or Chemical Engineering
from a recognized and a reputed university.

• The successful candidate should posses an excellent command over his
spoken and written English.

• Industrial experience with oil/gas background would be preferable but not
essential.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS.
Deadline for the application: August 15, 2005.

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your resume only to:

YEMEN  HUNT OIL COMPANY
Attn:  Human Resources Department 

Fax: 1- 416898
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

or
E.mail Yhochradmin@y.net.ye

Please do not phone us.  We will call you for an interview if you are a
successful candidate.

SANA’A- Minister of Culture and
Tourism Khalid al-Rawaishan inaugu-
rated on Saturday July 2 Versailles
Suites Hotel. The hotel consists of 9
stories and includes numerous apart-
ments and special luxurious rooms.

The hotel is considered as one of the
modern and technologically equipped
hotels and offers distinctive tourist
services.

Minister of Culture and Tourism
considered this project as one of the
significant factors for boosting the
Yemeni tourism that witnessed a rapid
progress over the last few years.

He said the government promotes
the establishment of such projects that
can accommodate large numbers of
tourists.

For his part, Abdullah Bin Hussein
al-Kotary, General Manager of the
Hotel confirmed the hotel is well fur-
nished and offers unparalleled services
that help attract tourists. Services
offered at the hotel include receiving
guests and providing transportation
means as well as booking air tickets.

Versailles Suites
inaugurated
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World's No. 1
pre-engineered Steel Building Systems
for High Quality, Low Cost and Speedy Construction

Our steel buildings are ideal for:

• Office • Car sheds • Commercial Centers  
• Factories • Grain storage •  Recreation Centers  
• Farm Buildings • Aircraft Hangars •  Showrooms    
• Service Centers • Power Plants •   Warehouses   

Saudi Building Systems
HQ: Jaddah tel:6370036 fax: 6352173

www.butlernfg.com
www.saudibuilding.com.sa

Sana'a Office: tel: 275336, fax: 271638
www.yementrading.com

email:sales@yementrading.com 

Juffali

Dreams come true!
First Iranian Restaurant in Yemen
Home catering is available now

The British Embassy is seeking a talented individual to fill the role of

Assistant Management Officer
and Systems Administrator

The job involves all aspects of maintaining the Embassy’s computer network which is based on Windows NT4
server and NT4 workstation consulting our UK based help desk as necessary, responsibility for the administration
of the Embassy Siemens telephone exchange and satellite telecommunications network, all flight and other travel
arrangements for the staff of the Embassy and official visitors to the Embassy, keeping the Embassy management
files up to date and preparing monthly telephone bills for Embassy staff.

The ideal candidate would:
Be fluent English and Arabic, be a native of, or have residence status in, Yemen, be IT literate and preferably have
experience in IT systems administration, be familiar with a high level of customer service standards, be pro active
and a self starter, willing to learn and be prepared to play an important role in a small team.

In return a competitive salary and other benefits is offered.

Please send a CV and a hand written covering letter in English explaining why you would be suited to the job to
the Deputy Head of Mission, British Embassy, Haddah Street, P.O. Box 1287, Sanaa. Or Email to
BritishEmbassySanaa@fco.gov.uk.
The closing date for applications is 1430 on Wednesday 13th July 05.

Address: Hadda Damascus St. In front of Iran St. Tel: 420020, Fax: 414042

Notice
We would like to
draw your attention
that the
Advertisement which
is placed on page
11, Thursday 30
June 2005, of the
title “Administrative
Clerk” is closed and
wonʼt be available
until further notice.
Sorry for the
inconvenience.
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FFor the second time Yemen hosts an international
high level event. The Organisation of Islamic
Conferences known as the OIC held its 32nd
Foreign Ministers Conference in Sana’a
between 28th and 30th of last month.  The 31st

conference took place in Turkey in May last year, and many
Islamic countries attended last year’s conference as well as
this year’s. When intending to do the coverage of this year’s
conference a massive hurdle faced us; there was no infor-
mation available. Not only to media but the participants
also did not know the program and the details of the three-
day conference until the end of the first day. Yemen opted
for hosting this conference since May last year and it was
embarrassing how it was not prepared. What was more
unnerving was how the media was ignored and shoved
around from one place to another without any consideration
or respect. This is not the first time such harassment takes
place yet it was really embarrassing for us as Yemeni media
to face the correspondents from foreign newspapers and TV
stations who have come all the way to cover the event, and
try and explain why there is no information available and
why the media are forbidden from meeting with any of the
participants or the delegates at the conference. 

What our government must understand is that it is media
that highlights success or failure of any event whatsoever.
If an important event takes place and there is no adequate
media coverage then to the public it is as if this event did-
n’t even take place at all. The media has the right to know
the details of the event so as to comment and evaluate.
From the only press release on the event on the OIC web-
site only the outlines of the agenda to be discussed were
revealed. If this is all the information available then might
as well look at last year’s event and analyse it because
many of the items in the agenda did not change and we
would certainly say that this conference was simply a waste
of time. The media had to depend on luck and keep visiting
the hotels where the delegates stayed to try and get some
statements.

In view of the current political circumstances such con-
ferences are very important and it is critical that practical
results are concluded.  Have we reached a level where lead-
ers meet for the sake of meeting? If this is not the case then
why was such an important event not organised and pre-
pared for well? If it was an interesting and rich conference
then how come the media did not know much about it?
Every citizen has the right to know why those leaders are
meeting and what they are discussing. It is the media’s role
to convey this information and give further insight to the
event. 

Were the organisers too proud to reveal any information
and thought that media was not a stakeholder or were they
stupid enough not to understand the importance of getting a
good objective coverage for the event? The treatment the
media got reflects on what they say and how they comment
about the event. We cannot comment objectively because
we have nothing to work on. If this is really what the organ-
isers wanted then here’s to another failure of the Islamic
world!

Vanity or
stupidity?!

AAs part of the Economic, Financial and
Administrative Reform Program, the gov-
ernment is undertaking a parallel program
to combat poverty and to meet Yemen’s
commitments to the Millennium

Development Goals by 2015.  This program is important,
because it is recognized by both the government and the
donors that executing EFARP is bound to lead to difficul-
ties for the poor.  However, notwithstanding the many
merits of the Poverty Alleviation Programme, as the
United Nations Development Programme calls it, or the
Poverty Reduction Strategy, as the Yemeni Government
and the World Bank call it, the truth of the matter is that
the trend appears to be for an increase in the level of
poverty, if not to remain at its existing level of 40-50%.
No one is really sure of the present level of poverty in
Yemen as estimates range from 30% to 50%, but judging
from the rise in prices lately, it seems certain that the
prospects are not good, at least for the near future.
Already much of the middle class has found it difficult to
grow or even hold on to whatever gains it might have
made when Yemen did enjoy a certain boom in the mid
and late Seventies.  Incomes have dwindled to a fraction
of their purchasing power, although they have seen some
growth in numbers and now with the latest surge in price
hikes, it seems that even the proposed Wage and Income
Strategy will not be able to insure that government
employees will be earning the incomes they need to keep
up with the cost of living.  

While Yemen should be enjoying the fruits of rising oil
prices in the international market, many economic
experts are at a loss to explain why there is a decrease in
the exchange rate of the Yemeni Riyal in the open market.
The current strong reserve position of the Central Bank of
Yemen, is adding more to the difficulty in explaining why
the YR position is weakening.  Moreover, the lack of
moves by the Central Bank of Yemen to ensure the sta-
bility of the Yemeni Riyal, at least temporarily, until a
more durable solution can be contrived, is again raising
questions about the ability of the government to react
constructively to unfavorable economic developments.
Even with the slight devaluation that the YR has wit-
nessed over the last couple of months, where it declined
to a low of YR 196 for each US Dollar, until CBY inter-
ference retracted the rate to around YR 192, the high rise
in prices is beyond finding explanation in currency deval-
uation only.

Other justifications are being made in the possible
General Sales Tax that has been moving in and out of dif-
ferent government chambers, but the GSA has yet to be
implemented and the increase it should pose in prices
should not exceed 10 – 20% in the worst of cases.  Yet the
prices have gone up as much as 50% in many commodi-
ties and goods and this is really impossible to understand,
let alone absorb, especially as the government still has a
number of doses to carry out under EFARP, many of
which will certainly have an effect on prices, such as the
reduction or elimination in subsidies for fuel products,
especially diesel.  Suggestions are also heard that the
Houthi “Rebellion” is to blame, but the fact is that price
increases became felt when supposedly the strife in
Sa’ada has become to a certain extent contained, if not
ended as the government claimed.

The observer can not fail to sense the hard times that
the general public is beginning to gear up for, without
really knowing what they can do, as they see their
incomes dwindle and their ability to meet the ever
increasing costs of living turn into a nightmare. 

Over the past year alone, meat prices have gone up
50% and fruits and vegetables are fast approaching luxu-
ry item status left only for the affluent to enjoy.  A little
more than a year ago bananas could be found at 3 Kg for
YR 100, but it is not uncommon to see them sold for YR
150 per Kg nowadays.  Are the Yemeni people returning
to an era of deprivation again, as not only are the ameni-
ties of life becoming further away from reach, but also
the essential nutritional commodities that are needed for
adequate nourishment.  The lack of even the slightest
attention to these perplexing economic developments is
not helping the public becoming reassured that these are
passing hues and the prospects for the future are for effec-
tive relief from the ever hardening challenges of meeting
the needs for sustenance.

The situation is made the more difficult by the fact that
those holding the reigns of authority are not feeling the
strains that the majority of the people are facing as they
endeavor to balance monthly budgets and assure that their
families can at least prevent falling into the pit of perpet-
ual poverty, if they haven’t already, as a result of the pre-
vious doses that EFARP has brought on.  We believe that
the government has some very worthwhile programs in
the fight against poverty (Social Safety Net, etc.), but
even the officials of these programs and the donors
behind them are skeptical of suggesting that they are suf-
ficient to bring hope to an increasingly bewildered popu-
lation.   There is little stimulation of productive econom-
ic activity that can be harnessed by greater accessibility to
resources by the general population, as the observer can
not fail in noticing that most economic activity is still
under the trusteeship of a relatively small element of the
population:  a mix of cutthroat merchants and govern-
ment officials who have established strong niches in pri-
vate capital control that leave little room for anyone else
to have access to.  Political stability can only be guaran-
teed by a reassuring economy and without such an envi-
ron, the future becomes far less predictable for both the
well off and the increasing numbers of the poor.

No hope
for the poor
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WWords of ords of WWisdomisdom
One of the key differences between
a dictatorship and a democratic
system is the role of the media in
general, and that of the official
media, in particular. If those
individuals in charge of the media
feel they are more responsible
towards the public than towards
the politicians, and perform their
job on that basis, then that is a sign
of a democratic structure.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,  (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

The Editorial Board

SECTION TWO

Financial censorship on news-
papers, magazines and press
institutions  

This chapter contains three arti-
cles. The first article prohibits
accepting   contributions, aids,
donations or any special merits,
from any none Yemeni party for
any purpose.

The prohibition is ofcourse
unfair, because it deprives the
press from an aid that is basically
permissible. It is sure to hinder specialized
magazines and newspapers like those of
lawyers, journalists, engineers or doctors
that have commitments towards Arab or
foreign bodies. Their cultural or intellectual
activities could cover many areas. This
prohibition ignores the transparency and
overt ness which should be the base of
rights, for legal persons who have the right
of the individual.

SECTION THREE
The Draft prohibits the circulation of any

papers or publications if they donʼt contain
certain things. It also stipulates for those
who want to deal in press to have a prior
written warrant from the ministry. This con-
tradicts the spirit of the law and reflects a
desire to demonate the commercial, cultur-
al, and liberty of creative works.  

SECTION FOUR
The Draft binds the paperʼs owner to

publish any reply but the right thing is to
tackle the debatable matters with trans-
parency. The Draft obligates the chief edi-
tor to publish the government authority and
Ministryʼs bulletins, communiqués of the
Ministry without pay.

The Draft here confuses the partisan
papers for the independent ones. If the
draft means to give the right for replying,
this one thinks has already been catered
for in a separate article, but the problem is
that the ministry is obsessed with pluralism
and doesnʼt recognize independence of
press.

In case a paper refuses a reply, The
Draft gives the right to those whose replies
are refused   to appeal to the minister. The
Minister has nothing to do with that accord-
ing to the constituton.Here the draft treats
the press as if it is part of the empire of the
ministry.  

Advertisement (chapter five)
The draft associates opening advertise-

ment offices with written licenses, and
compels the paperʼs owner to fix the
prices, in coordination with the ministry,
justifying this with price control . This is jus-
tification is worst than the article itself.

Fixing the price is the paperʼs affair. All
he  that is committed to is transparency.
The Ministryʼs intrusion in that matter is
suspicious.

The Draft state s that food advertise-
ments should not be published without
prior permissions. The logical thing is to
indict the paper in case of violation and not
to impose an article that makes the legisla-
tion overstep its jurisdiction. There are
repeated articles in this chapter that con-
tradict each other. Some give the Minister
the right to issue regulations to obtain and
cancel the license of work in advertisement
advertisements, and to set the terms of
attaining this license. One wonders, if
these are the restrictions in the advertise-
ment, what is to become of the commodi-
ties themselves?

CHAPTER SIX
This chapter is on press and publica-
tion houses.     

This article relates starting a press with
obtaining a license. It explains the proce-
dures and the necessary terms that should
be available. It sets several conditions for
that. Among these are: - The owner is to be
25 year old - and not to be in charge of
another press. 

The Draft authorizes the minister to can-
cel the license. This reflects the spirit of
domination in the Yemeni laws that under-
mine the investment freedom. Every for-

mal institution has an
inclination to have an
upper hand on even
the smaller details. It
has the same men-
tality of the US
towards the Iranian
nuclear program.
They want to know
everything about the
press and they look
upon it as a threat
that precautionary
measures should be
set upon, in order to

curb it. One thinks this would only open the
door for corruption. The Draft demands
that the publisher should have a stamped
file, from the ministry, that should be put at
the beginning and the end of each publica-
tion to denote the number of pages, with
the date of application, and the name of
the press house. To the end of those num-
berless hindrances. It also prohibits the
printing house to publish any paper without
a valid license registered in the ministry. It
holds the owner accountable for any publi-
cation. 

SECTION EIGHT 
Publication houses

In this section, applying for a license is a
common recipe between the writer, the
owner of the press..etc. it starts with the
name, birth and then stipulates a consult-
ant body of experts in publication matters.
It ends up with a warning from violation of
the law. It is clear that the violations are the
corner stone through out this draft. It adds
here another term that gives the minister
the right to issue additional terms for the
control of the issuance of the license as if
the above constrictions are not enough. 

The draft prohibits defaming or any
other slanderous harm to the president. It
also prohibits the defaming of the kings,
presidents or chief editors of friendly coun-
tries. The danger is not in Defaming  the
president and the other heads of states,
but it lies in the interpretations of what is
thought to be a slander. One still remem-
bers the sufferings of press for publishing
criticism of the regimes. Any criticism is
construed as a slander.

Section seven contains transitional
terms with several prohibitions, speaking
of disclosing the Stateʼs documents, secu-
rity and military secrets.  It is a good thing
that the draft speaks of the prohibition of
insisting violence, but what are the dimen-
sions of those instigations? What is the
guarantee that they will not be an excuse
to protect corruption, and prevent the
exposer of tyranny?  

The draft prohibits censorship except in
exceptional cases. Yemen has been living
in extraordinary case for a long time now.
This term will pave the way for continuous
censorship. The provisional terms are con-
cluded with a number of prohibitions; like
the observance of the honor and the ethics
of the profession, in addition to many con-
fusing indefinite principals that will do noth-
ing more than wronging the press freedom. 

The draft did not cancel the prison
penalty, but mentioned the prevention of
indefinite detention-( chapter eight, publi-
cation liabilities, in section one).

It cancelled jailing those who hinder the
journalistsʼ work. They are only to be
fined.(article two)

The draft gives the court the right to
close down the paper/ magazine, the press
establishment or translation offices “or the
likesʼ if they are opened without the amen-
tioned license.  It is to be noted that the law
itself is contradicting the constitution and
human rights declarations, that Yemen is
signatory to.

While the journalist is jailed, those who
obstruct his work are only fined.

The paper is to be charged with twice
the amount of any contribution it accepts.
The fine is to be deposited in the syndi-
cateʼs fund.

The court is authorized to suspend
practicing  journalism, dealing in or circu-
lating publications for not more than  six
months. The penalty is not restricted to a
certain violation, which makes it a compli-
mentary penalty, left for the judge discre-

tion.  
The draft calls for special courts. That is

a dangerous issue. The call should be for
independent judiciary. Lawyers have been
striving for a long time to cancel special
courts. The special judge is formerly cho-
sen through the intervention of the securi-
ty.TheYemeni constitution prohibits special
and extraordinary courts; In chapter 148.It
also contradicts Human Rights declara-
tions.

The Human Rights Ministry refused the
draftʼs article that contain the financial con-
strictions on the chairman or the capital of
the paper, be it on individual or an institu-
tion, and asserted that the government
should not go so far in imposing unneces-
sary restrictions like those financial restric-
tions, which are needless in this law. It
went on saying that, the establishment that
can not meet its requirements will vanish
away gradually. 

The Ministry also demanded the liability
of the chief editor because he/ she can not
know all the details of all that is published,
besides he/ she canʼt be liable for that he /
she didnʼt commit. This is what the elite
lawyer Nabiel Al- mohamedi revealed in
his elite comments. 

The Human Rights Ministry has also
pointed to the secret sessions of courts.
According to it, it is difficult to know what
happens inside these sessions unless it is
revealed by those concerned in these
types of sessions. This wonʼt give the
defendant a good chance to refute false
allegations. The Ministry also sees the
mater of closing down the papers, institu-
tions or translation offices, as a collective
punishment that will hurt other people.
Lawyer Nabiel al-mohamedi also noticed
that the draft adds more constrictions to
those already found in law (25) of
1990,with constitutional jurisdictions for the
minister and his Ministry. It is also badly
phrased with overlapping repeated arti-
cles. The Ministry leaders boast of their
clever law in that it doesnʼt mention restric-
tions, but the truth is that these restrictions
are dispersed all over its articles, even in
the definitions, principals and the conclu-
sion.

It is remarkable in chapter seven (provi-
sional terms) that it imposes censorship on
papers /magazines in case of war or emer-
gency. This article depends on the former
Arab Republic constitution of Yemen of
1971, which was repeated again in May
1990 constitution. It was again cancelled in
September 1994 constitution. 

Another issue of concern is the exposi-
tion of the news recourse which is an
important press principal. It was mentioned
in article four chapter two (the journalist
should not disclose his news
recourses).The draft mentioned again in
article two ( rights and obligations ) of jour-
nalists in which it said ( the journalist has
the right not to reveal his recourse) and
should not be forced to expose his
recourses. There is an exception in the
case of a court decision that necessitates
the discloser. In article three, of chapter
three of arrangements of ownership, the
Minster has the right to ban the distribution
of any paper if its contents are contradicto-
ry to the law. Here the minister will be the
judge and the prosecutor. The second arti-
cle gives the chief editor the right of
appeal, but foreign editors will not be
inclined to indict in Yemeni courts. This will
victimize the reader and deny him the right
of follow up.

The draft holds the owner of the press
accountable for an unlawful publication;
this will make a censor out of the publish-
er. It is against press freedom, and impos-
es censorship on persons outside the
press career.

The term of article three stipulates the
consultant body of experts for the publica-
tion institutions. This no doubt repels
investment in this sector.

Article three of chapter seven (provi-
sional terms) which prohibits the publica-
tion and circulation of all that will harm the
countryʼs higher interests of the documents
and secret information, and the discloser of
the secrets of defense. This sort of articles
makes an intelligence officer out of the
journalist.

General observations on new journalism draft law

Law of press and
publication (PART 3)

Women rights:
I need answers 

AAs in Islam, the peace and
love is given to human

beings regardless of gender.
But a priority is always being
given to the man because of
his capabilities in fulfilling the
responsibilities as the leader of
his family. The responsibilities
of the man are as follows
according to hadith and
Quran:

To provide the food, shelter
and clothing; responsible for
all kind of social growth; and
taking care of the health of his
family.

There is a Hadith “A
woman has to wait for her hus-
band at least 7 years if his
whereabouts is not known,
then she can go for a second
marriage or Nikah”. But I have

a question. Nowadays the
average age of a man &
woman is 50 to 60 years, and
women get married in their
20-30 years, sometimes above
30 years of age. The resources
of communications are also
fast. There is no way for a per-
son to wait for 7 years of her
life to be able for a second
nikah. Think about it. This
period should be reduced, not
more than 3 years.

However, if a person is in
contact, but he is neither ful-
filling the responsibilities as a
father of his kids nor for his
wife. She is earning for herself
and kids for the bringing up of
her family. I believe that if he
does so for 3 years continuous-
ly, the marriage should be bro-
ken. The money and property
that is brought during mar-

riage period should be allotted
to the wife. A woman should
have a right to cancel this
agreement so she can go for
her next destiny if she likes. If
both want to resume their rela-
tion, paying the money of all
the expenditures of those years
should penalize him.

Islam has preserved women
dignity and interests but can
men understand the self
respect of an innocent, pitiable
woman?

By Mrs. Nasira Alvi
nasira866@hotmail.com

The plight of the
youth of Yemen

II was very moved by the arti-
cle “When terrorism hurts

youth” by Mr. Yasser Al-
Mayasi which appeared in
issue No. 855 of Thursday

30th June, 2005.
Although it is true that such

desperate and irresponsible
acts of terrorism caused the
country much suffering espe-
cially to the youth, all is not in
vain. The youth should keep
faith and have hope. All is not
lost. Desperation, impatience
and lack of faith are the main
causes of such terrorist acts.
My advice to Mr. Al-Mayasi
and all the youth are 1) not to
ponder on such negative acts
which stagnate the mind, 2)
approach life from a positive
angle, 3) make attempts to be
ingenious, 4) strive hard to
earn a honest living and 5)
maintain a strong will rein-
forced with optimism and
imagination.

By Mohamed Alfarid
Sana’a

Letters to the Editor

BY ABDULBARI TAHIR
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Albalagh:

Headlines: 
- Commerce chambers and civil soci-

eties form a coordination council
against the sales tax law

- Doctors syndicate: will not put an end
to the strike unless our demands are
met

- The parliament: banning weapons in
the capital, and demanding al-Makha
port to remain civil and not military
port

Features:
• Political security authority: between

the right and wrong:

The newspaper publishes the internal
charter of the political security

• Human Rights report review: 
The review went through the report

briefly and discussed the various issues
that came in it such as the complaints and
reports to the Ministry on violations in
human rights that reached 1,232 between
2002 and 2004. It talked about status in
Yemeni prisons, the civil societies, abduc-
tion of political opposition. 

The report also discusses the issues
relating to the jurisdiction system and the
corruption in it. 

While there is great improvement in
freedom of speech commanded by the
report it still explained that many cases
against media were reported and this was
a set back. Socially the report talked about
homes for social care and the issue of
street children and child trafficking. There
was a section on refugees and eventually
a narration of what the Ministry has
accomplished so far.

Opinions:
Violent opposition and rude official
media

Isam alnahari wrote an opinion titled
the violent opposition and rude official
media. He talked about the deterioration
of Yemeni media and how it has lost its
dignity through lashing of verbal wars

among each other between the official
media and the opposition and sometimes
among the oppositions themselves. 

He reminds us that the purpose of
media is to inform and educate and that
they should have some ethics and a code
of conduct that must not be breached for
anything. Especially because they repre-
sent the image of the Yemeni intellectuals
and civilisation.

Women’s rights and the advancing
danger:

Abu akram alwashali attacks the
proposition of women in leadership posi-
tions and says that they are crossing red
lines and that if nothing is being done to
stop this phenomenon ruin will take
place.

Alrai alA’am:

Headlines:
- Threatening Ba Jamal’s government a

mass anger because of the price hikes
- Discovering toxic chemicals . Because

there are no national strategy 20,000
people vulnerable to becoming blind
every year

- MP al-Barakani objects to improving
the living conditions of the official
media

- While journalists and lawyers intend to
sue it, Ministry of Health admits to the
spread of the Dengue fever in 6 gover-
norates and 1500 people infected

- 50 juveniles in the states prisons

Features:
Financial violations paralyse the
tourism council

About the ministry of Culture, Nabil
Abduljabbar talks about the corruption
taking place in the ministry of culture and
how the minister spends 4 million and
two hundred thousand in one week for
travelling costs just for the tickets and the
question is why is so much money spend
on protocol and unnecessarily entertain-
ment while there is so much to be done. 

The Central Body for Monitoring and
Accountability has revealed the amount

of financial violations in the Body’s
report saying that there is no internal
auditing and that the tourism promotion
council does not even have officially
appointed cadre and charter to define their
job and responsibilities.

Opinions:
Would the government dare?

Mohammed Hassan Sha’ab in the back
page of the newspaper writes that accord-
ing to a number of inputs from political
observers and experts that the govern-
ment in our country is indeed heading for
lifting the subsidies on the oil products
and this is a great amount exceeding 160
billion riyals. And this consequently
means that all of the oil products such as
petrol, diesel and gas would double in
price if not more. 

The opinion describes the impact of
this raise on the people in the rural areas
who are more than 70% of the population
and how the prices there are much more
than in the cities and these are the lowest
income-generating group. The opinion
gives some statistics and concludes that
with a question as to when this amount is
saved, where will it go?

Al-Wasat:

Headlines:
- The Islamic conference conducted with

the absence of many Arab foreign min-
isters, and president Saleh was not
there

- An American report classifies Yemen
among 10 failing countries

- Barabara’ announces new discovers for
natural gas in Hadramout

- Retired militants in Aden to go on
strike on the 10th of July

- Students deprived from giving their
secondary level exams and the investi-
gation goes on

Features:
• The main feature of the issue was

about the chamber of commerce and its
demand to cancel the unconstitutional
articles from the sales tax law, a petition
was sent to the president along with com-
plaints from the member of parliament.

Presented by Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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By Samer A.

TThere is a common miscon-
ception that Yemeni parlia-
mentarians do not know how
much power they possess;
stating this is not only naïve,

but it is a serious slap in the face of
democracy. If the support of some thou-
sand people who elected a certain parlia-
mentarian as a representative is consid-
ered useless, then we ought to ask our-
selves why we need elections in the first
place. 

In an impoverished country like
Yemen where illiteracy prevails, many
people do not have the assertiveness to
tackle public officials and question them.
They often see the parliament as a body
that is loyal to the government rather
than a true representative of the public.
Although Yemeni citizens exercise their
right to vote, few of them understand the
mutual roles and responsibilities that
need to be played post-elections.

The magnitude of the authority that
can be exerted by the parliamentarians is
significant; it is however limited and
constrained for many reasons. The power
of the parliament corresponds directly to
the level of communication between the
Members of Parliament (MP) and their
constituencies. Currently, there is an
absence of a strategic and clear agenda of
the MPs that the wider public can follow
and hold their elected officials account-
able to. 

There are also a number of other
issues that prevent the parliament from
reaching its full potential.  Such concerns
include unfocused and meandering leg-
islative sessions and the ambiguity of
parliamentarians’ agendas. Additionally,

most MPs lack strategic communication
with both the government and citizens
and have limited incentives for parties to
work together within the parliament.
Furthermore, there is a lack of gender
diversity.

In a perfect world the parliament
would not simply be drafting, approving
or opposing legislation, controlling the
government’s budget and making pro-
poor decisions. The parliament would
move beyond these steps to communicat-
ing regularly and directly with citizens,
demanding information from the various
ministries and publicizing wrongdoing to
hold the government accountable. The
parliament would be a legislator, debater
and scrutinizer. 

To be fair, the Yemeni parliament has
been able to challenge the government in
some cases of corruption and publicize it
to the media. However, it has failed to
investigate a significant number of
issues. The hurdles facing the parliament
in this endeavor are constrained by the
bureaucracy and the quality of adminis-
tration in Yemen. 

Another important issue that should
not be overlooked is the fact that 80% of
the parliament belongs to one political
party. This is capable of causing a bias in
some issues and undermines the efficien-
cy of the parliament in holding the gov-
ernment accountable.

In a recent paper presented by MP Mr.
Sakhr Al-Wageeh at the regional work-
shop organized by the National
Democratic Institute, he mentioned that
the delay in receiving requested data
from various ministries hinders parlia-
mentary committees from performing

their duties. He also indicated that more
serious impediments arise when some
ministers abstain from being questioned
by the parliamentarians. There are a
number of pending cases in the parlia-
ment that are ignored by the very people
who are supposed to be responsible for
implementing the law. Other MPs like
Mr. Faisal Abu Raas have emphasized
the importance of building a network
with other parliamentarians in the region
that can enhance the capacity of MPs to
develop and expand their role.

However, the need for citizens to con-
tribute to the mandate and strategies of
their MPs is more often than not left
unattended. This should not come as a
surprise as the institutions that can chal-
lenge or empower the parliament such as
the media and civic organizations do not
play a strategic role in this political
game. 

The role of the Yemeni parliament is
developing, but it remains undervalued.
Yemeni parliamentarians are among the
most qualified leaders in society and they
hold substantial potential to further the
aspirations of the people. However, the
parliament should not expect to have any
power if they fail to communicate effec-
tively with the Yemeni citizens. The cur-
rent parliament is under pressure not
only to deliver results, but to build a
shared vision and a civil identity among
all the segments of the Yemeni society,
putting aside political, social or tribal
affiliations. The urgency of this task is
one that the parliament has not yet been
fully achieved but which there remains
high hopes for.

A few good parliamentarians

TThe minister of the Islamic
countries had a nice con-
ference in Sana’a. The
ministers delivered nice
speeches, pinpointing the

challenges facing the Islamic coun-
tries, expressing the need to come
together. The outcome was also a
nice final statement, calling for sup-
port of Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan,
Nigeria and other Muslim states
plagued with poverty and other ail-
ments. The statement talked about
several other issues but faintly  talked
about the need to reform which is the
key element of any real change
which Muslims aspire.

Our main plight as Muslims is not
only lack of resources and money but
also lack of the will to change and
reform due to totalitarian regimes
that usurped power for decades. The
Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) was established
during the 1996s of the last centuries
after the burning of  Holy Mosque in
Jerusalem with the aim just to face
that incident. What I mean is that
there was no clear vision behind the
OIC and how it can serve Muslims
all over the world. In other words, it
was just a passion behind the idea. I

believe that  the OIC Secretary
General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu is
right when he proposed to first
reform the OIC, change its name and
upgrade its charter so that be run
effectively, away from bureaucracy. 

Now, the coalition of countries or
even companies or organizations is
basically economic. It is economy
that drives the world rather than dog-
mas or religious beliefs. I am against
such coalitions that have religious
background because they will expand
and widen the divide between the
world countries rather than brining
them together. 

Let us look at the European Union.
Its main goal by the end is  purely
economic. I do not object that
Islamic countries can come together
in a union or organization but they
should not be motivated just by the
fact that they are all Muslims and
therefore they should be brought
together. They should, in fact, live up
to the challenges facing their people
and see how to overcome them. I
think also that it is not right that
Islamic countries call for a perma-
nent seat at the UN Security Council.
Then, we have to distribute seats on
the basis of religions. What they can

do is to demand a seat for any
Muslim country instead of the OIC. It
will be chaos if the representation is
made in accordance with religious
factors. 

The OIC should not be just an
institution to further propagate the
rulers and their “achievements” as
everybody in the conference was just
delivering speeches, most of them
are dedicated to the “achievements”
of this or that ruler.  The OIC should
be an institution, able to address the
problems these Islamic countries are
facing. That is, its decisions should
be implemented. I think Dr. Abu
Bakr al-Qirbi was right when he said
that we do not need any more deci-
sions. We are fed up. I think people in
the street never build on such confer-
ences or summits whose decisions
and recommendations never see the
light of day. I was talking the other
day with a soldier standing at the gate
of the conference hall, telling him
that there had not been anything of
importance. He told me that he
already knew that nothing concrete
this event would come up with. This
is the general frame of mind of the
people who lost hope of such meet-
ings.

By Mohammed Hatem al-Qadhi
mhalqadhi@hotmail.com

OIC conference: Much
ado about nothing

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) announces for an
immediate job opening within its organization. 

“Financial Analyst”
The incumbent serves as the USAID/Yemen Financial Analyst under the supervision of the USAID Representative.  The
incumbent performs a range of financial analysis functions, and is the primary backstop for the entire Mission portfolio
consisting of four Strategic Objectives (SOs).  The incumbent is the primary FM representative in USAID/Yemen and
provides financial expertise and advice for all activities in the assigned portfolio.  S/he also performs professional
accounting duties of moderate scope and complexity in planning, designing, analyzing, evaluating and coordinating
assigned segment(s) or specialized accounting functions(s) relating to the overall accounting system for AID technical
programs.  Furthermore, the incumbent is responsible for studying the existing technical program budget, accounting and
reporting systems, identifying technical areas or processes which could be made simpler or improved, and devising
proposed new and more effective technical methods of operating such systems for the more effective accomplishment
of accounting objectives. The incumbent is responsible for accounting for the ESF and OE program funds reservation,
obligation, recurring obligations and for coordinating all USAID/Yemen funds with Embassy/Sanaʼa FMO and
USAIDF/Cairo. The incumbentʼs responsibilities include all aspects of program accounting including tracking
reservations, obligations, preparation of MAARDS and funds availability for agreements, and reporting on obligations,
accruals, and expenditures; and maintaining a constant current balance report of USAID/Yemenʼs annual OE budget and
multi-year ESF program budgets by SO; and for FSN and PSC contracts.

Required Qualifications: 
Education: Possession of a university degree in accounting, finance or business administration or its equivalent (i.e., at
least four full years) in type, level of responsibility, scope and thoroughness of difficult and responsible public or private
accounting practice.
Prior Work Experience: Four to six years of progressively responsible experience in professional accounting or auditing
when in possession of a university degree. When substituting experience for education, an additional minimum of four
years of experience is required if the person is without a university degree. At least two years of this experience should
have been with a donor agency, government, non-governmental organization or other international organization working
in the development field. 
Language Proficiency: Level IV, strong oral and written proficiency in English and Arabic is required.
Knowledge: Knowledge and understanding of professional accounting principles, theories, practices and terminology as
well as knowledge of laws, regulations and procedures governing USAID financial management is preferred.
Understanding of USAID organization and operations and familiarity with USAID project policies and processes is
preferred.
Skills and Abilities: Must be able to analyze accounting processes and identify practices and procedures which require
correction or modification. Must be able to formulate recommendations for maintaining specialized segments of
accounting systems in a high state of efficiency. Must be able to communicate effectively with non-accounting personnel
in explaining accounting requirements and potentials. Must have supervisory skills.
The incumbent must be willing and able to travel within the region and to the United States for up to three weeks
at a time for required USAID training, consultations, and field trips. The incumbent must also be able to pass a
background investigation and obtain a visa for travel to the United States.  

Grade/Salary: Ordinarily Resident: FSN-10 (US$ 13,615)

How to apply: All interested nationals should complete OF-612 or submit a current C.V. (with awards, recommendation
letters, copies of degrees earned) that addresses the qualifications and requirements of the position, as listed above, and
send it to the Human Resources Office, American Embassy, Dhahr Himyar Street, P.O. Box 22347, Sanaa. Yemen, Tel:
755-2000., no later than July 17, 2005.

NOTE:  ALL ORDINARILY RESIDENT APPLICANTS MUST BE RESIDING INCOUNTRY AND HAVE THE REQUIRED
WORK AND RESIDENCY PERMITS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.
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Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP)

The world’s largest 
anti-poverty movement

Exchange Rate for
the Yemeni Rial 

US Dollar 190.0000 191.0000
Sterling Pound 342.2700 344.0700
Euro 229.3200 230.5300
Saudi Rial 50.6600 50.9300
Kuwaiti Dinar 650.5500 653.9800
UAE Dirhem 51.7300 52.0100
Egyptian Pound 32.8200 33.0000
Bahraini Dinar 503.9900 506.6400
Qatari Rial 52.1900 52.4600
Jordanian Dinar 268.1900 269.6000
Omani Rial 493.5500 496.1500
Swiss Franc 148.0600 148.8400
Swedish Crown 24.3300 24.4600
Japanese Yen 1.7198 1.7289

Currency Buying Selling

Source: Central Bank of Yemen

BY NADIA AL-SAKKAF
YEMEN TIMES STAFF

White Band Day marks global action
against poverty

Some of the world’s most famous
landmarks were adorned with huge
white bands last week on White Band
Day include Australia’s Sydney
Harbour Bridge, Rome’s Trevi
Fountain, a huge mosque in Indonesia,
St Paul’s Cathedral in London, Berlin’s
Brandenburg Gate and a famous cotton
tree in Sierra Leone as part of a curtain-
raiser to a week of global action for an
end to poverty.

Simultaneous with the white band
campaign 8 live musical concerts will
be on going starting from Saturday this
week in Johannesburg and in several
cities around the world.

These campaigns come a few days
before world leaders arrive at
Gleneagles for the G8 summit in
Scotland, hosted by Britain between 6-
8th of this month.  The G-8 Summit will
be an event where leaders of the world’s
wealthiest countries will meet to discuss
global economic
challenges. Commenting on this event
Mr Blair said earlier in a press
statement: “A major part of the G8 at
Gleneagles will be the work of the
Africa commission, which we have
established, hopefully then we will have
a series of actions from the G8 in order
to make progress there.” 

White band day, the concert and the
GCAP campaign are attempts to urge
world supreme powers to cancel the
odious debt of the world’s most
impoverished nations and to
significantly increase the quantity and
quality of official development
assistance. The campaign stresses on
three main demands:
- Cancel debts
- Provide more aid
- Ensure fair trade

During this week the world will be
uniting voices, demanding that world
leaders make decisions that will benefit
the world’s poorest people.

What is the GCAP?
Today more than a billion people are

trapped in extreme poverty. 104 million
children do not have the opportunity to
attend primary school and 860 adults,
most of them women, are illiterate.
Hunger is a daily reality for many and
1.4 billion people have no access to safe
water. This poverty is a violation of
human rights and human dignity on a
massive scale.

In the year 2000, the heads of
government of 189 countries signed the
United Nations Millennium
Declaration. This historic document set
forth an ambitious agenda for
improving the lives of the world’s
poorest citizens by 2015 through a joint
effort of developing and developed
nations. That agenda, is articulated in
the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), a set of eight measurable,
time-bound objectives aimed at
combating poverty, hunger, illiteracy,
disease, environmental degradation and
discrimination against women and for
establishing human rights, good
governance and democracy.

For the first time in human history we

have the means to put an end to abject
poverty. The year 2005 can be the year
when citizens around the world pledge
to “make poverty history.” The Global
Call to Action Against Poverty
launched at the World Social Forum is a
worldwide alliance committed to
helping world leaders keep the promises
of the Millennium Declaration. It
represents a coming together of
hundreds of Non-Governmental
Organizations, people of all faiths and
political beliefs in a joint effort to end
poverty that destroys lives and
endangers our common security.

Internationally there are three events
the campaign will be targeting: 
- The G8 summit this week in Scotland
- The UN MDGs evaluation summit

taking place in September this year,
and

- The WTO ministers conference in
December this year

The Millennium Campaign
The Millennium Campaign informs,

inspires and encourages people’s
involvement and action for the
realization of the Millennium
Development Goals. An initiative of the
United Nations, the Campaign supports
citizens’ efforts to hold their
government to account for the
Millennium promise.

Between September 14 and 16 at a
special high level session of the United
Nations General Assembly, Heads of
States and Governments will evaluate
progress toward meeting the goals set
for in the Millennium Declaration.
While some progress has been made,
the international community is falling
short of meeting the 2015 target date set
in the Millennium Development
Goals. The purpose of this campaign is
to encourage world leaders to renew
their commitments and take concrete
action to end poverty.

Ministerial Conference of the WTO
The Sixth Ministerial Conference of

the World Trade Organization (WTO)
will meet in Hong Kong December 13-
18 to discuss international trade
regulations and standards. The
establishment of just trade agreements
have the potential to lift 300 million
people out of poverty. The decisions
made at the WTO can have significant
impact on the poor. Insist that
regulations governing trade consider
the concerns of those most in need.

GCAP around the world:
White Band Day, an event being

marked in 72 countries including
Yemen demands that world leaders to
fight poverty by giving more and better
aid and cancelling debt. White band day
is celebrated around the world and is
symbolized by a white band on which
one line is written to promote this
campaign against poverty. According to
news reports in Portugal, volunteers
handed out white wristbands in front of
government buildings in Lisbon. 

And in Greece, the daily Ta Nea
offered readers a plastic white bracelet
emblematic of an effort to “make
poverty history.” The white-band
operation was originally launched in
January during the 5th world social
forum in Brazil by aid organisations
from every continent, including the

British group Oxfam, the Catholic
charity Caritas and One World Africa.

Africa is slated to be at the top of the
agenda of next week’s summit of the
Group of Eight industrial powers, when
leaders of most of the world’s richest
nations will meet July 6-8 in Scotland at
the Gleneagles golf resort near
Edinburgh.

In northern Spain, that message was
unfurled in a white banner outside
Bilboa’s famous Guggenheim Museum
of modern art, declaring “2015: No
excuses.” 

In Sydney, anti-poverty activists
wearing white armbands, spread out a
banner declaring “Let poverty become
ancient history.” That sentiment was
echoed on the other side of the globe in
London, where a banner around the
dome at St. Paul’s Cathedral declared
“Let’s abolish poverty.” 

In Vienna, a 300-metre white banner
calling for one voice against poverty
was draped across the city’s historic
center.

As one activist in Prague put it: “The
world will not be free as long as people
die each day from poverty,” said Tomas
Lebeda, an organiser for the group
Glopolis

GCAP in Yemen:
In Yemen the slogan of the white

band is: “Poverty is the enemy of
humanity”. This movement was mostly
triggered by civil society organisations

and international nongovernmental
organisations in Yemen. Mr. Mujeeb
Sultan Oxfam’s coordinator for the
Civil Societies Thematic Working
Group (SC-TWG) talks about how this
campaign was launched in Yemen:
“Under the frame of the international
campaign we started working in this
context since January this year. That is
when we had our first alliance of civil
societies whether local or international
organisations and we had presented
letters to all the great eight country
embassies. We had an event on 16th of
January in the Yemeni Women’s Union
(YWU) who as you know is chairing
the CS-TWG currently. At that time
representatives of the USA and UK
embassies attended that session and
promised to convey our message or
rather Yemen’s civil society’s message
to their governments. Consequently,
Japan responded positively and we are
grateful to them as they actually
cancelled Yemen’s debt that reached 17
million dollars by then. The United
States of America promised to
reschedule the unsettlements and we did
not get a clear response from the other
countries.” About the current work on

the campaign he continues: “After our
Cairo conference in May we came back
with a clear vision to form an alliance
and promote this issue in Yemen.
However practically only Sisters Arab
Forum (SAF) and us were the ones
active nationally in this promotion
probably because we were both based in
the capital Sana’a. The other
organisations worked in their
governorates and we gathered more
than 100,000 signatures in less than 20
days from all around the country. for us
it was remarkable how simple people
responded and were passionate about
this significant national issue.” 

Talking to some of the NGOs who
came to participate in this campaign and

who were wearing the white band Ms.
Khairiya from Khadija Association in
Yareem explained Ibb governorate
commented: “It is as simple as this: we
want to cancel the debts on Yemen. We
are working together because we
understand that debts do not help in
economic development. We appeal to
the great eight in this upcoming
conference to help Yemen, this is a
humanitarian issue because the Yemeni
people are only getting poorer. We will
go to the prime minister to let him know
of our work and to create a united stand
with the government for the sake of our
country. We hope that the prime
minister will exercise pressure on the
international community and we feel it
is our job as civil society to voice the
concerns of the people.” She added
while showing off her white band on her
arm “Poverty is the enemy of
humanity!” 

It was amazing how people from all
ages and levels were there on the
launching of the Yemeni campaign last

Wednesday. After a pep talk by
Rameiya alEryani head of the YWU the
various activities went in groups to four
directions. Ayman Omar PRSP program
manager in Oxfam-GB explains:
“Initially the plan was that the UK
ambassador would be with us today and
we would officially hand him the letter
on behalf of the Yemeni civil society
and he would carry our massage
through to the G8 meeting.
Unfortunately, he could not make it
although he wanted to. So we decided to
lobby for this issue through a march to
the UK embassy and hand our letter
there. Then Ms. Ramzya came up with
the suggestion to break into four groups
and to hand copies to the prime
minister, the parilamnt, the OIC
conference taking place currently and
ofcourse the UK embassy. The idea is to
gain their support and inform them of
what we are doing”.  “We hope for a
better life, we want our voice to be
heard and that is why I am here. I came
all the way from al-Shahil in Hajja to be
part of this movement.” Says Abbas
alMamari of the Shahil Association in

Hajja.
But what is the point of cancelling

Yemen’s old debts while the
government continues to borrow from
the WB and the IMF? Ms. Ramziya
replied to this question that these were
old debts dating to more than 15 years
back and kept on accumulating and it
was hard to get out of this cycle. The
Yemeni government and the donor
community have taken a new trend now
to fund projects directly and not to give
hard cash to the government. I feel that
this way Yemen would not waste the
borrowed money as it used in the past
especially with the supervision and

monitoring of the budgets and national
plans by the civil society.”

Dr. Bilqees Abu Isba of al-Jazeerah
Center for Human Rights was there in
the campaigning and she said: “We are
advocating now because this is a critical
time and we must make use of the
international movements and integrate
with the world. 

This kind of lobbying and
campaigning proved successful as the
debts of 18 countries were cancelled
and we hope that Yemen would be next
on the list. Yemen is a poor country with
great potentials. We must work together
to earn what this country and people
deserve.” Quite true, what Dr. Bilqees
was pointing at was when the industrial
world agreed to the write off all
multilateral debt owed by 18 of the
world’s poorest countries, mostly in
Africa, amounting to 40 billion dollars
(33 billion euros). If this happened then
why not Yemen? This idea was also
encouraged by Jamala al-baidhani head
of al-Tahadi Association for disabled

women said. “we can and we will
inshaallah. 

We must do our bes,t and now that
the Great Eight countries are meeting
we want to convey our concern to them
and let them know that the people of
Yemen have had enough of being
deprived and poor.” She added.

Political parties were there too, al-
Islah Party Charitable Association
represented by Mr. Yahya al-Duba

participated in the event. On why al-
Islah Association was there he
answered: “we are participating in this
international appeal through two ways:
we aim at collecting one million
signatures from around the country. The
appeal calls on the International donors
especially WB and the IMF to cancel
Yemen’s debts and increase
unconditional aid for development. So
far we gathered 100,00 signatures and
we are still going on. The other way is
direct advocating through sending a
letter on behalf of the Yemeni civil
society to the UK embassy who is
leading the great eight currently and
who is hosting the current conference.
Our aim is to increase people’s
awareness inside and outside about our
needs and our demands and we think
that we are doing well and will continue
our job restlessly.”

Suha Bashireen from SAF attended
the earlier meeting in Cairo last May
where GCAP campaigning experience
has been shared. “We are actually
working on two levels: asking that the
international world represented by the
rich countries “G8” would given Yemen
better aid and better financial conditions
and wipe off the due debts we also want
the Yemeni government to live up to its
responsibility and integrate civil society
in how the budgeting takes place and
what is done with these resources.” She
said. 

Probably the greatest achievement of
this campaign in Yemen would not be
the cancellation of the debts on Yemen,
although of course this is the goal. But
it is how the Yemeni civil society and
even individual people came together
for this cause. Ayman Omar and Mujeeb
Sultan from Oxfam both commented on
this issue. As representatives of
international organisation and
coordinators of the Yemeni civil society
they realised that such event would
empower NGOs in Yemen and is a good
step in the right direction for
democracy, empowerment and good
governance. “the idea is not just work
on the international community and get
rid of the debts only, we must also work
on the government and ensure that the
current and future systems are
transparent and there is rule of good
governance in all sense of the word.”
Ayman reflects. “I am really happy at
the way civil society responded and I
think we are looking into a good time
for non governmental movements in the
time to come” Mujeeb Sultan added.

Your role
So this is the story of GCAP around

the world and in Yemen, and while you
probably enjoyed at least part of the live
8 concert that took place earlier this
week it would be only fair to think of
what you could do. Those top signers,
civil society activists, non governmental
organisations came together for a
reason. And you owe it to the 100,000
thousand signatures and more to come
to be part of this campaign. If you are in
an authority position put this campaign
in your priority list and mission agenda,
if you are an activist help in collecting
the signatures by contacting any of the
NGOs mentioned in this report. If you
are a normal person who wants to
participate in this and want the white
band it is available in the Yemen Times
premises in Sana’a. Whoever you are
and wherever you are, the least you can
do is be informed and promote this
noble cause, and be a part of the world’s
largest anti-poverty movement.

Mr. Mujeeb Sultan 

Jamala al-Baidhani

Mr. Yahya al-Duba

Ayman Omar

Abbas al-Mamari 

Ms. Khairiya

Dr. Bilqees Abu Isba



Subject Book: Abdullah Humran, His
Life and His Poetry
Author: Ahmed Saleh Al-Khourabi
Language: Arabic
Publisher: Dar Al-Fikr Printing,
Distribution and Publishing 
Year Published: (1st) 1988 

Oh pity to whoever passes his life without
having
A goal to eternalize him over the ages.
Ahmed Al-Mu’alimy

TThis is what the late literary
personality, Ahmed Al-
Mu’alimy said in his long
poetic eulogy to one of the
few patriots of Yemen, who

is given the recognition he is for his
important contributions to both the
nationalist movement in Yemen and to
Yemeni literature.  Abdullah Hamoud
Humran was known for his modesty,
sensitivity and uncompromising loyalty
to Yemen.  Moreover, Abdullah Humran
was quick to lament when he saw any
developments wherein he saw the
Yemeni people not being given their due
share of concern and their rights subject-
ed to transgression.  Many people
thought that his death at an early age
aside from the physical illness was also
due to the heavy hearted feelings of dis-
appointment and despair at the chal-
lenges that the Revolution, which he and
so many other sincere patriots sacrificed
or were ready to sacrifice their lives for,
saw had become confronted with – a
feeling of helplessness, as forces they
had no control over held sway in the
country they had longed hoped for to be
the model democracy of the Arab World.  

He was born a country boy in 1939 in
the town of Al-Haimah Al-Dakhiliayh
where he had obtained his preliminary
education in traditional village schools.
When his father died, his mother moved
him to Sana’a where he entered the
Scholastic Institute, the output of which

produced most of the civil servants of the
government in pre-Revolution times.
There he learned the traditional religious
and Arabic studies that formed the basis
for his literary capacity.  In 1956, he
joined the Radio Station, where he pre-
pared and broadcast programs that were
inciting for rebellion against British colo-
nialism of the Southern part of the
Governorates.  He secretly joined the
secret cells that were planning for the
overthrow of the monarchy and his voice
was among the earliest voices announc-
ing the Revolution and ushering in a new
era for Yemen.  He was soon designated
the Director General of the Radio Station
and later assigned to his first diplomatic
post as first Secretary of the Yemen
Embassy in the Sudan.  He returned to
Yemen after 1967 to be reassigned as
Director General of the Radio Station.
Later he became Vice Minister of
Information and eventually became
Minister.  He also held the positions of
Information and Political Advisor to the
Presidency of the Republic, Minister of
Unification and Personal Representative
of the President of the Republican
Council and of the Chairman of the
Command Council until 1977.  In 1977,
he returned to Khartoum as Ambassador.
In 1981, he returned to Sana’a.  In addi-
tion Mr. Humran had a dynamic social
record and he was well in touch with
most of the prominent literary personali-
ties, who maintained affectionate rela-
tionships with him throughout his life.
His house was considered a forum for lit-
erary personalities to meet and discuss
the latest cultural and literary develop-
ments.  He worked hard in trying to ful-
fill the unification of Yemen and laid
much of the groundwork that eventually
led to its successful conclusion in 1990.
His published output was very little as he
was always busy with his executive,
political and diplomatic assignments.  He
produced one book of poetry soon after
his second return from Khartoum, which

was titled:  “I and My Heart”.  As he was
about to produce his second volume of
poetry, when his illness became acute
and finally took his life in 21 April 1982.

The book being analyzed here is a col-
lection of poems and articles written
about Mr. Humran following his prema-
ture death and consists of a great collec-
tion of the masters of Yemeni literature at
the time, as well as the condolences of
the leading political and social digni-
taries of the time.  In addition, it includes
many of the poems in his published book
as well as some unpublished ones.

The famous literary personality Dr.
Abdul-Aziz Al-Maqalih suggests that the
poetic work of Mr.  Humran all move
around four pillars:

I) The Homeland; II) Away From
Home; III) Dialogue With Friends and
Loved Ones; IV) Grief for Friends Who
Have Gone.

What is paramount in the poetry of
Abdullah Humran is his relentless love
and attachment to Yemen.  From as early
as 1953 his poetry was devoted to
Yemen, north and south and never did he
accept in his mind that Yemen should
ever be a divided state:

For the noble unity of Yemen, have I
Endowed my poetry in rebellion, and

all my words
An appointment have I with the unity

of my homeland,
And for taking my revenge from the

Colonialist and the Imam.

Impossible, my future that you should
meet with 

Me with failed dreams and lost hopes.
The last pillar of his journey in poetry

reflect the kind of man that Mr. Humran
was:  true and loyal to his friends and col-
leagues even after they have passed
away.  In such poetry he always starts off
by expressing his condolences to the
nation:

My homeland, you are more than me
entitled to sorrow,

As I think of all those we miss, who
have gone.

Finally, to get a feel of the predicament
the poet is confronted with, as he sees
death take one of his friends after anoth-
er, he says of the killing of Mohammed
Ahmed Nu’uman (Former Foreign
Minister of Yemen killed in Beirut in
1974) in eulogy to his father the late
Professor Ahmed Nu’uman:

Death is the destiny of us all, but not a
right

Of the criminal perpetrators to set for
it its moment!
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Abdullah Humran,
his life and his poetry

By: Abu Alkalmah Al-Tayyibah

The Yemen LNG project involves the construction and
operation of a gas pipeline, a harbour and a liquid natural
gas processing plant at Balhaf which will export 6.7 million
tones of LNG per annum. The project offices will be based
in Sana’a and the project has an anticipated lifespan of over
20 years. Yemen LNG Company is now preparing to recruit
the temporary and permanent staff who will construct and
manage the project.

HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
SECRETARY – Reference No. 001
YLNG Company will shortly begin a major recruitment programme.
We are now looking for a Senior Secretary who has a minimum of five
years’ experience of the Human Resources role within large
international companies.  Reporting to the HR Manager, this is post
will include the provision of administrative and secretarial assistance
to the senior HR staff, the training of the HR secretarial team, the
establishment and administration of a departmental filing system
(electronic and hard copy) and the co-ordination of responses to job
applications. The ability to translate documents into English and
Arabic would be a distinct advantage. The successful candidate will be
confident, dedicated and efficient and will have extensive experience
in liaising with individuals at all levels within external organizations
and government departments. This permanent position is based in
Sana’a.

CUSTOMS CO-ORDINATOR 
Reference No. 002
Reporting to the Logistics & General Services Manager, this post
involves the rapid and efficient completion of all import and customs
formalities required by YLNG. The successful candidate will be
qualified to University degree level and will have a minimum of five
years’ experience of import clearance regulations and transportation
activities. The position requires tenacity, strong organizational skills
and the ability to prioritise key tasks. A technical background such as
an engineering degree would be a distinct advantage. He or she will be
capable of deputising for the department manager when required. This
permanent position is based in Sana’a.

SECURITY OFFICER 
Reference N0. 003
Reporting to the Security Manager, the successful applicant will be
responsible for managing all security assets of the YLNG office,
ensuring that they are operating efficiently.  The Security Officer will
also monitor and direct the office guards and will arrange escorts for
staff or VIP visitors. Applicants must have extensive experience of
carrying out security assessments of venues such as hotels or locations
where social functions are to be held, and must develop excellent
relationships within the local security community.  The successful
candidate will be aware of expatriate housing requirements and will
provide expert advice on security related issues, in co-operation with
partner company representatives. A minimum of ten year’s experience
in similar roles is required, ideally gained within an army, police or
security service environment. The position is based in Sana’a and the
duration of this post will be approximately three years.

DOCUMENT CONTROLLER 
Reference No. 004
Reporting directly to the Services Manager, this post involves the
creation, maintenance and updating of document control procedures
for large volumes of technical and contractual records.  The successful
candidate will operate and maintain electronic and manual systems
and will be responsible for the receipt, registration, distribution, filing
and archiving processes.  The role will include the training of all
Project personnel in all relevant aspects of the document control
system, and liaison with Project staff and contractor personnel at the
various project offices and at the Balhaf site.  Knowledge of Electronic
Data Management Systems (EDMS) – ideally Documentum - and
previous experience within multi-national projects would be a distinct
advantage. The successful applicant will be seconded to Paris for
approximately three months to gain experience of the existing
systems. The position is based in Sana’a and the duration of this post
will be approximately three years.

SITE QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Reference No. 005
Reporting to the Site Preparation Superintendent, this post involves
the checking and verification of progress by the contractors, in
accordance with the scope of work.  The role will include progress
measurement, the monitoring of change orders, the checking of

contractor invoices against work achieved and the maintenance of
complete and accurate records. The successful candidate will be an
experienced Quantity Surveyor, educated to University degree level
and with a proven track record on major projects.  The position is
based at the Balhaf site and the duration of this post will be
approximately three years.

MATERIAL AND LOGISTICS ENGINEER
Reference No. 006
Reporting directly to the Project representative in Sana’a, this post
involves the provision of a complete personnel and materials logistics
service in Sana’a, Balhaf or other locations within Yemen.  The job
holder will reserve accommodation, flights, clearances and
transportation for Project personnel and will ensure that appropriate
communications and IT links are available. In addition, the post
involves the monitoring of contractor procurement, packing, shipping,
storage and Customs processes and the provision of expert guidance
where necessary to eliminate delays and ensure that all materials
arrive on time and are stored securely. The successful applicant will
also be responsible for local purchase, delivery and storage of
materials as required. The position is based in Sana’a and the duration
of this post will be approximately three years.

All applicants for these positions must have excellent IT skills
including extensive experience of Microsoft Office systems.
Fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English are essential,
and candidates will be tested to assess their current level and
training needs. It is the policy of YLNG to give preference to
Yemeni nationals.
Interested applicants should send their CV with a short covering
letter explaining why they believe they are qualified for the post
to:-
The Human Resources Department, Yemen LNG Company, 
P.O. Box 15347, Sana’a, Yemen. 

The deadline for all applications is 20 July 2005.

Candidates applying from outside Yemen may apply by e-mail to:-
hr@yemenlng.com.ye

Company website 
www.yemenlng.com

JOB VACANCIES



BY CLAUDE MARTIN
AND IAN JOHNSON

NNobody can get through
the day without using a
product that comes
from a forest.  To a
greater extent than most

people realize, the paper we write on,
the water that comes out of our taps,
the medicine that heals us, the wood
that builds our houses and furniture,
all originate from forests. Forests
provide the fresh air we breathe and
habitats for endangered species. They
also provide us with recreational
opportunities, increasingly important
in our complex world. Approximately
1.5 billion of the world’s rural poor
directly depend on forests for basic
needs like food and fuel-wood.

Yet deforestation continues. Every
year, we lose 14.6 million hectares
(56,000 square miles) of forests – an
area almost four times the area of
Switzerland. Irresponsible forest
management, enhanced by poor
governmental regulation and
enforcement, and markets that reward
illegal logging, are conspiring to
denude the world’s most valuable and
threatened forests. Once forests start
to disappear, a host of environmental,
social, and economic ills usually
follow, affecting us all in some way.

Indonesia’s Sumatra Island is a
good example. Pulp and paper
companies are driving rampant and
illegal destruction of forests that
contain the richest diversity of plants
in the world.  It is likely that plants not

yet discovered will disappear along
the way, as well as such endangered
species as the Sumatran rhino and
elephant, as well as the orangutan.
When Sumatra’s forests disappear,
entire communities of people will also
find themselves with no proper place
to live and no decent way to make a
living.

Moreover, the distortion to global
markets caused by trading in illegally,
cheaply produced products results in
disadvantages for responsible
corporate citizens. Developing
countries are losing $15 billion in tax
revenues annually due to illegal
logging. To make matters worse, the
demand for wood for reconstruction
following last year’s tsunami is
intensifying the already untenable
demands being placed on Sumatra’s
forests.

Similar threats to forests are evident
in the Amazon and Congo Basin. The
recent UN Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment (MEA) shows that forests
in these and other critical regions are
in serious decline due to
mismanagement and will continue to
disappear unless serious measures are
taken. Information released by the
government of Brazil indicates that
deforestation of the irreplaceable
forests of the Amazon, due to factors
such as agricultural conversion,
reached 2.6 million hectares (roughly
10,000 square miles) in the past year,
bringing the total deforested area of
the Amazon to 17%. 

But the battle against deforestation
is not lost. Diverse organizations,

environmentalists, and corporations
concerned with the state of world’s
forests are joining forces to reverse
deforestation and improve forest
management. For example, the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the World
Bank have helped Brazil’s
government kick-start an initiative

that established over 17 million
hectares (69,000 square miles) of new
forest-protected areas such as national
parks. The WWF/World Bank alliance
also motivated partners to establish a
trust fund to manage these protected
areas in perpetuity.

Similarly, a summit among the
leaders of the Congo Basin countries
resulted in extraordinary cross-border
cooperation on forest conservation
and responsible management. This in
turn led to a $53 million initiative by
the United States State Department to
promote Congo forest conservation.
Since the leaders first met in 1999, 3.5
million hectares (more than 13,000
square miles) of new protected areas
have been established in the Congo

Basin. 
Nevertheless, given the effects of

last December’s Asian tsunami, the
weight of evidence provided by the
MEA, and deforestation statistics
from key forest regions, our efforts
must continue. The World Bank and
WWF recently pledged to unite in an
effort to assist in reducing the rate of
global deforestation by 10% by 2010,
and to work with other public and
private sector institutions to pursue
ambitious targets on forest
conservation.

WWF studies show that if the
world’s forests are allotted among a
mix of uses and types – including
protected areas, responsibly managed
commercial forests, and restored

forest landscapes – we can provide the
world’s needs for forest products
while conserving important
environmental and social values for
the foreseeable future. Business
leaders, governments, and civil
society organizations must play their
part in realizing this vision.

Dr. Claude Martin is Director
General of WWF International and
Ian Johnson is Vice President for
Sustainable Development at the
World Bank.

Copyright: Project Syndicate,
2005.  www.project-syndicate.org.
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The Double Eagle Trophy

In 1932, Gene Sarazen won the
Open at Prince’s, Sandwich and in
1935 he scored the most famous
double eagle at Augusta. “The
shot heard around the world” drew
attention to the then private
Masters tournament, which has
since become one of the world’s
four Majors. As a tribute to this
exceptional golfing achievement,
OMEGA has created the Double
Eagle Trophy to reward any pro-
fessional golfer who obtains this
score during an official PGA
strokeplay tournament. The “tro-
phy” is in fact a special limited-edi-
tion series of the OMEGA
Constellation Double Eagle watch.

Swiss Watches Union Agency
Abdul Hakim Abdul Rahman Al-Mamari

Sanaʼa - Tel:(01)272827, Sanaʼa STC- Tel:(01)448495 Taiz- Tel:(04)252323, Aden- Tel:(02)256688
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Dear Fellow teachers,

SSu c c e s s
a c h i e v e d
through unethi-
cal practices
such as cheat-

ing in the examinations,
bribing the teachers or
other people concerned
etc may be pleasing for
sometime but such suc-
cess will not be satisfying
at all as the sense of guilt
will bother both the par-
ties involved in the mal-
practice. Similarly, boost-
ing the marks of undeserving students,
being unduly liberal for the sake of
favours and correcting examination
scripts callously will also result in
‘punishing by rewards’. I have heard
many students telling me that they
know how to get through certain sub-
jects or certain teachers; you know
what they mean. 

By giving them more marks than
they really deserve, we are in a way
punishing them by rewards (not in the
sense in which Kohn presents his case).
I have several evidences to my claim
that we spoil our students by being
‘generous’ in giving marks; they devel-
op a false judgment of themselves and
they more often find it difficult to
accept their real standard or get a shock
of their lives when their weakness is
exposed in higher classes or when they
come across teachers who are not ‘gen-
erous’ and act in a just way; they refuse
to see the reality when they get
exposed. In one of my earlier letters, I
have quoted an example – a weak stu-
dent challenging me how he could fail
in my subjects when he has passed in a
few other subjects taught by some of
my colleagues.

Some of us think that we will be
hurting the feelings of the students if
we are strict in correcting the answer
scripts; but aren’t we duping them
when we give them false hope about
their abilities? Won’t they feel more
hurt when they find out later, in real
life, their real abilities, which we were
concealing for some reason or the
other? Moreover, we will be doing

injustice to them as well
as to our profession,
when we indulge in such
practices knowingly or
unknowingly. Some oth-
ers tell me that they are
softer to the students as
they are weak in English;
I go along with them to
some extent, but at some
point of time we have to
take a decision, though
hard it is, in the interest
of their development,
don’t we? Psychologists
and psychiatrists suggest

that the persons with handicap will feel
bad if we sympathize with them all the
time; similarly, students who are weak
in English will not be happy if we sym-
pathize with them all through their
course; instead we should encourage
them to win even if it is struggling hard
in spite of their weakness.

There are so many ways in which we
can help the students improve their
abilities, but we should, to begin with,
enable them to self-evaluate them-
selves. This can be done at every stage
of their course of study, if not in
schools, definitely in colleges so that
they do not overestimate themselves
and disappoint at a later stage. A profi-
ciency test at the beginning of each
course is one of the ways to give them
an idea about their level of compe-
tence. The entrance tests conducted in
the Universities are meant for this pur-
pose but, unfortunately, the perform-
ance of the students in the tests is never
studied and analysed by the teachers
nor are the students informed of their
performance; most often the tests are
ceremonial and are an administrative
routine. We should have access to the
test papers and the Depts. of English
should make it a point to study the per-
formance of the students and give
feedback to them. This should be used
as a bottom line for the preparation of
all the courses offered to those stu-
dents. Let’s continue the discussion,
shall we?

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose.

DR..M.N.K.BOSE
(BOSE@y.net.ye)
Associate Professor
of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

A letter to the teachers of English: 88

Punished by
rewards (2)
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DDr Anil Prasad, Associate
Professor and Chair,
Department of English,
Faculty of Arts, Ibb
University attended (in

April 2005) the 17th International
Conference on Language, Linguistics,
Translation and Literature at the
University of Yarmouk, Irbid, Jordan. He
presented a paper on Toni Morrison’s
Song of Solomon (1977).  He has been
invited to attend and give a paper on the
topic “Ethnicity and the Novel: Politics
and Poetics of Narrative” at the 2nd
World Congress of the International
American Studies Association at the
University of Ottawa, Canada  in August
2005.  

Summary of Dr Prasad’s paper on
Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon:

Toni Morison’s novels “measure the
lives” of a marginalized community
fraught with an ambivalent conscious-
ness. This ambivalent consciousness has
been depicted   in the narratives of the
Afro-American writers, in general,  as
pointed out  by W.E.B.Du Bois as the
expression of  “double consciousness” of
the black psyche, the “twoness- an
American, a Negro; two souls, two
thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two
warring ideals in one dark body” For this
reason Henry Louis Gates, Jr. calls the
black texts as “ two-toned” and “double-
voiced”. Therefore, a “linear reading” of
Morrison’s narrative fiction will be mis-
leading and the ambiguity and plurality of
its voice and stance cannot be successful-
ly reached at and explored. The complex-
ities inherent in the double consciousness
will be explored, the paper proposes,
more fully and successfully by a non-lin-
ear reading, by what Edward Said calls
“contrapuntal reading” of the Afro-

American narratives particularly the nar-
ratives of the black  women  writers like
Toni Morrison.  

The paper has referred to Susan Willis’
perceptive discovery that in Toni
Morrison’s novels language has been
used as a “register for the experience of
change” and has further examined it as
the stylistic feature of Morrison that is
used to challenge the “universalizing and
the essentializing tendencies of the hege-
monic white discourse”, to resist the
oppressive monolithic discursive drives
of the Western culture.  On the surface,
Morrison’s Song of Solomon is unmistak-
ably a story of postethnic slavery and
racism.  Metaphorically, it is more than
that as it  incorporates  the complex reali-
ties of social  change showing  their influ-
ence on the two generations of Afro-
Americans bringing the past in their lives
alive and transformed, a means to trans-
form their lives which might mitigate the
double consciousness of a black psyche.

The dualities might be dissolved,
Morrison seems to suggest, throughout
her story, by bringing about a change both
from within and without.  Wealth and
social status give freedom but there is
always a risk of wearing a white mask on
a black skin as illustrated in the novel in
the character of the protagonist’s father.
Therefore, there is a need to unmask the
self, and to recreate new spaces of history
and geography by reconnecting the past
with the present for a future in which the
Milkmans  of today would not make
themselves “invisible” thinking of what
the others think of them instead they
should be the active agents of change.

Unlike Ellison’s invisible protagonist
whose identity is shaped by how other
people define him (“ I’m invisible …sim-
ply because people refuse to see me. I am
neither dead nor in a state of suspended
animation…I am in a state of hibernation”
- from Ellison’s Invisible Man (1952))
Milkman, the protagonist of Song of
Solomon,  aims to achieve “a total authen-
tic personality”. Unlike his father, he
refuses to be  a kind of Ellisonian invisi-
ble man. He is an agent of change rather
than of musings in a self-conscious cave
of hibernation. He goes to the past to deci-
pher the song of Solomon, to mend the
course of a fractured and misrepresented
history. Like Robert Frost’s narrator in his
poem “Directive” he drinks his “waters”
and “be whole again beyond any confu-
sion”. The song of Solomon is such a kind
of “watering place” for Milkman. His
going to the past, his symbolic  act of
rewriting  of  history, his changing the
course of the Afro-African geographical
and cultural locations is what Stuart Hall
has called “the act of imaginative redis-
covery” of the “hidden histories”. By
sending Milkman from North to South
Morrison as Dixon has rightly remarked

“alters the direction of cultural history”. A
new history of the country should be writ-
ten, Morrison seems to emphasize, to mit-
igate the double consciousness of the
black psyche.  The threads of the unwrit-
ten history would be brought together to
explore new spaces where identities are
not based on synecdoche of colour, where
“color-line” is not considered as a cultur-
al signifier. 

In Song of Solomon Morrison uses the
motif of flying ( the myth of the flying
African) throughout the narrative from
the abortive mock-heroic flight, in the
opening of the novel,  of the insurance
agent Robert Smith from the roof of
Mercy Hospital to the heroic flight of the
agent of change  Milkman from
Solomon’s Leap at the end of the novel.
Morrison’s use of this popular  myth
defamiliarizes the earlier legendry black
Icarus image of  the flying African from
authority and repression by envisioning a
future through a folkloric, historical  tra-
dition in which an individual can be
empowered with “a new sense of self-
ownership”. 

Morrison’s Song of Solomon is not
merely a remapping of the historical and
geographical space but a  further exten-
sion of  the boundaries of historical and
geographical  space from the “the narra-
tive of hibernation”  towards the narrative
of self-creation and cultural transforma-
tion.. The boundaries of the conventional
teleological progression of the storyline is
also extended and recharted  by the inclu-
sion of postmodernist, mythical, folkloric
and magico-realistic modes of story-
telling which Henry Louis Gates Jr. has
called as the employment of “lyrical
superrealism” in Morrison’s narrative fic-
tion. The paper concludes:  this “might
help us begin to move beyond racial
essentialism, beyond the repressive p-

DR..M.N.K.BOSE
BOSE@y.net.ye
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH,
FACULTY OF ARTS, IBB.

Dear Dr Sahu,

IIhope you will publish this letter,
which tries to clear the misrepre-
sentation of my presentation in
the Seminar in the ‘under view’
of Dr Murari Prasad, (Yemen

Times 20 June 2005); Dr Prasad has
done an excellent job highlighting the
undercurrents of the grand Seminar on
Shakespeare with his enviable elo-
quence. He seems to share the joy of all
the presentations but greatly disturbed
by those of Dr Sharyan’s and mine. Is
that why they have been undermined?

My position made clear in my pres-
entation is this: Teach Shakespeare or
any literary giant only when the stu-
dents are linguistically ready to under-
stand and appreciate them; teach them
in a way that will benefit the students.
It is not enough if a few of them use the
ifs and buts, but most of them should be
able to use if and but properly. I am
glad that Dr Prasad’s students are able
to make use of Shakespeare’s grandilo-
quence in their day-to-day use, but
such students constitute a negligent
minority in Yemeni universities; the
majority, in my experience, doesn’t
find Shakespeare helpful to them in
enhancing their competence or confi-
dence. As Professor Thakur summed

up my presentation, teachers should
decide when and how to teach
Shakespeare. In my view, most of us
err on the wrong side, when we come
to this crucial decision-making and
teach Shakespeare or any other genius
with the tunneled vision; we see dark-
ness instead of light at the end of the
tunnel. This is not the pipeline
approach but the lifeline approach,
because it centers round the life of the
students (and also ours!) and enables
them to live. 

Coming to the teaching of
Shakespeare, as it was pointed out in
one of the sessions, most of the stu-
dents get the teachers’ versions of
Shakespeare and how are they going to
learn the ifs and buts of the genius,
even if that is what we want them to
learn?

The question is not about the moder-
nity or antiquity of Shakespeare (to
quote Dr Prasad, most of his expres-
sions are understandable to modern
intuition, which is difficult to ensure in
our students), but about the students’
linguistic preparedness to receive the
English of such grandiose and magni-
tude. Why labour with such difficult
linguistic giants at the UG classes?
Why not some easy-to-comprehend,
close-to-heart literary creations? The
decision-making in Yemeni universi-
ties, fortunately, is ours, isn’t it?

Yours sincerely,
Dr. M.N.K.Bose.

The ‘under view’ of the Seminar:
Some clarifications

AAnovel is defined as an
extended fictional prose
narrative, and the word is
derived from the Italian
‘novella’, and the Spanish

‘novela’.  In most European countries, the
word for ‘novel’ is ‘roman’, short form of
‘romance’, which was applied to longer
verse narratives, which were later written
in prose. Early romances were associated
with “legendary, imaginative, and poetic
material”- tales “of the long ago or the far
away or the imaginatively improbable”;
novels, on the other hand, were felt to be
“bound by the facts of the actual world
and the laws of probability” (A
Handbook to Literature, C. Hugh
Holman, p.34).

The novel has, over some 600 years,
developed into many special forms which
are classified by subject matter: detective
novel, gothic novel, stream-of-conscious-
ness novel, epistolary novel, historical
novel, regional novel, picaresque novel,
and so on. These terms, of course, are not
exhaustive or mutually exclusive.
Furthermore, depending on the conven-
tions of the author’s time period, his style,
and his outlook on life, his mode may be
termed ‘realism’, ‘romanticism’, impres-
sionism’, ‘expressionism’, ‘naturalism’,
or ‘neo-classicism’ (Holman, p.359).

Analyzing a novel
Analyzing novels is probably like ask-

ing questions like what? who? where?
and how? The ‘what’ is the story, the nar-
rative, the plot and subplots. Most stu-
dents are familiar with Freytag’s Pyramid,
originally designed to describe the struc-
ture of a five-act drama but now widely
used to analyze fiction also. The stages
generally specified are ‘introduction’ or’
exposition’, ‘complication’, ‘rising
action, ’climax’, ‘falling action’, and
‘denouement’ or ‘conclusion’. As the
novel’s events are chartered, the “change,
which structures the story” should
emerge. There are many events in a long
narrative; but generally only one set of
events comprises the “real” or “signifi-
cant” story.

However, subplots often parallel or
serve as counterpoints to the main plot
line, serving to enhance the central story.
Minor characters sometimes have essen-
tially the same conflicts and goals as the
major characters, but the consequences of
the outcome seem less important.
Sometimes the parallels involve reversals
of characters and situations, creating sim-
ilar yet distinct differences in the out-
come. Nevertheless, seeing the parallels
makes understanding the major plot line

less difficult.
Sometimes, an author

divides the novel into
chapters- named or
unnamed, perhaps just
numbered. Or he might
divide the novel into
“books” or “parts”, with
chapters as subsections.
Readers should take their
cue from these divisions;
the author must have had
some reason for them.
Take note of what happens
in each larger section, as
well as within the smaller
chapters. Whose progress is being fol-
lowed? What event or occurrence is being
foreshadowed or prepared for? What
causal or other relationships are there
between sections and events? Some writ-
ers, such as Stein beck in The Grapes of
Wrath, write chapters, alternating
between the “real” story (the Joads) and
peripheral or parallel stories (the Okies
and migrants in general). Look for the
pattern of such organization; try to see the
interrelationships of these alternating
chapters.

Of course, plots cannot happen in iso-
lation from characters, the ‘who’? ele-
ment of a story. Not only are there major
and minor characters to consider; we need
to note whether the various characters are
‘static’ or ‘dynamic’.  Static characters do
not change in a significant way- that is, in
ways which relate to the story which is
structuring the novel. A character may
die, i.e., change from alive to dead, and
still be static, unless his death is central to
the narrative. For example, in William
Golding’s Lord of the Flies, the boy with
the mulberry birthmark apparently dies in
a fire early in the novel. Momentous as
any person’s death is, this boy’s death is
not what the novel is about. However,
when Simon is killed, and later Piggy, the
narrative becomes directly effective as the
reason for their death is central to the
novel’s theme regarding man’s essential
nature of evil. A dynamic character may
change only slightly in his attitudes, but
those changes may be the very ones upon
which the narrative rests. For instance,
Siddhartha begins as a very pure and
devout Hindu but is unfulfilled spiritually.
He eventually does achieve spiritual con-
tentment, but his change is more a matter
of degree than of substance. He is not an
evil man who attains salvation, nor a
pious man who becomes corrupt. It is the
process of his search, the stages in his pil-
grimage, which structure the novel
Siddhartha.

Characters in a Novel
We call major characters

in a novel as ‘protagonists’
or ‘antagonists’. Built into
those terms is the Greek
word ‘agon’, meaning
“struggle”. The ‘protago-
nist’ struggles toward or for
something; the ‘ant(i)ago-
nist’ struggles against
someone or something. The
possible conflicts are usual-
ly cited as man against him-
self, man against man, man
against society, or man
against nature. Sometimes

more than one of these conflicts appears
in as story, but usually one is dominant
and is the structuring device.

A character can be referred to as
‘stock’, meaning that he exists because
the plot demands it. A character can also
be a stereotype, without any specific indi-
viduality of his own. Characters can also
serve as foils for other characters,
enabling the readers to see one or more of
them better. A good example is Mark
Twain’s Tom Sawyer, the romantic foil
for Huck Finn’s Realism. Or, in Harper
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Scout as
the naïve observer of events which her
brother Jem, four years older, comes to
understand from the perspective of the
adult world. Sometimes characters are
allegorical, standing for qualities or con-
cepts rather than for actual personages.
For example, Jim Casey in The Grapes
of Wrath is often regarded as a Christ fig-
ure, pure and self-sacrificing in his aims
for the migrant workers. Or Kamala,
Siddhartha’s teacher in the art of love,
whose name comes from the tree whose
bark is used as a purgative; she purges
him of his ascetic ways on his road to
self-hood and spiritual fulfillment.

The interplay of plot and character
determines in large part the theme of a
novel, the ‘why’? of the story. First of all
students should distinguish between a
mere topic and a genuine theme or thesis;
and then between a theme and contribut-
ing ‘motifs’. A topic is a phrase, such as
“man’s inhumanity to man” or “the fickle
nature of fate”. A theme, however, turns a
phrase into a statement: “ Man’s inhu-
manity to man is barely concealed by
‘civilization’” or “Man is a helpless being
at the mercy of fate”. Many writers may
deal with the same topic, such as the
complex nature of true love; but their
themes may vary widely, from “True love
will always win out in the end,” to “The
course of true love is never smooth”.

Motifs
Skilled writers often employ ‘motifs’ to

help unify their work. A motif is a detail
or element of the story which is repeated
throughout, and which may become sym-
bolic. Motifs in the hands of a skilled
writer are valuable devices. And in isola-
tion, and often magnified, a single motif
can become a controlling image with
great significance. For example, in Lord
of the Flies when wise Piggy is reduced
to one lens in his specs, and finally to no
specs at all, we see the loss of insight and
wisdom on the island, and chaos follows.

Setting
Setting is the “where”? element of the

story. But setting is also the “when” ele-
ment: time of day, time of year, time peri-
od or year; it is the dramatic moment, the
precise intersection of time and space
when the story is being told. Setting is
also the atmosphere: positive or negative
ambiance, calm, chaotic, Gothic, roman-
tic. The question for the reader to answer
is whether the setting is ultimately essen-
tial to the plot/theme, or whether it is inci-
dental: i.e., could this story/theme have
been told successfully in another time
and/or place? For instance, could the
theme in Lord of the Flies be made man-
ifest if the boys were not on an island?
Could they have been isolated in some
other place? Does it matter whether the
“war” which they are fleeing is WWII or
WWIII or some other conflict, in terms of
the theme? It is important to note that the
four elements of plot, character, theme,
and setting are intertwined and largely
interdependent. Any literary work must
be red as a whole, rather than dissected
and analyzed in discrete segments.

The final question, “how”? , relates to
an author’s style. Style involves language
(word choice), syntax (word order, sen-
tence type, and length), the balance
between narration and dialogue, the
choice of narrative voice (first person par-
ticipant, third person with limited omnis-
cience), use of descriptive passages, and
other aspects of the actual words on the
page, which are basically irrelevant to the
first four elements (plot, character, theme,
and setting). Stylistic differences are fair-
ly easy to spot among such diverse writ-
ers as Jane Austin, whose style is –to
today’s reader-very formal and mannered;
Mark Twain, whose style is very casual
and colloquial; William Faulkner, whose
prose often spins on without punctuation
or paragraphs far longer than the reader
can hold either the thought or his breath;
and Hemingway, whose dense but spare,
pared-down style has earned the epithet,
“Less is more.”

Interpretation of literature

Reading novels

Dr. P.A.Abraham
Professor of English
Faculty of Education
Sana’a University
abbyraju@y.net.ye

When I was in need,
Around me there was none,
They all disappeared
Suddenly I felt that Iʼm alone.

Looking around me, all are far
Signs to me, I didnʼt know
what they were saying about me
But surely  they were far from me.

Once they passed across me,
As a strange gust of wind, I turned

Back and stared at their eyes deeply,
It took me back, to the happy days we had.

The most beautiful moments
I spent in life, to remember tears well up
So precious are those pearls
I can never ever dream giving them up.

By Marwa Abdalla Haidara
Third Level 

Department of English,
Faculty of Education and Humanities

Applied and Social Sciences University
Sanaʼa

In need

Campus vignette
In pursuit of excellence: Scholarly presentations

by our colleagues at international forums

Dr. Anil Prasad



CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS 

PAGE



To advertise please contact: 268661/2/3. Ext. 207
Printed by Yemen Times Est. for Press, Printing, & Publication

©∂FX ≠w ±DU°l ±RßºW ¥Ls ¢U¥Le ∞KB∫U≠W Ë«∞D∂ÚW Ë«∞MAd 
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Island after the hurricane: Grenada
struggles to recover from devastation
IIts not just the money! Three

months before the tsunami
grabbed world headlines, the
island paradise of Grenada was
ripped by Hurricane Ivan. The

world responded generously at the
time, but seven months later most of
the countryʼs housing remains in
ruins; an example of how disaster
recovery needs the sustained sup-
port of the international community.

The Story

Oceans away from last Decemberʼs
tsunami, the tiny Caribbean island of
Grenada is living proof of how difficult it
can be to translate outpourings of inter-
national assistance into recovery and
reconstruction. In September of 2004,
Hurricane Ivan swept the Caribbean
taking 80 per cent of Grenadaʼs infra-
structure with it and devastating the
spice and tourist industries. The world
responded generously to the calamity,
which killed 39 of the tiny nationʼs
103,000 people and left 90 per cent of
the nationʼs 28,000 houses in sham-
bles. But seven months later, the ʻSpice
Islandʼ – famed for its nutmeg, mace,
cinnamon, ginger and cloves – is still

struggling to pull itself back together.
Most of the nutmeg trees which made

Grenada the worldʼs second-largest
producer, were uprooted by Ivan and
although the cruise ships are returning
with tourists, most of those who serve
them have yet to rebuild their homes.
“Itʼs been slow, slow going,” reports
Michelle Gyles-McDonnough, Liaison
Office Coordinator for the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Barbados. “Technical capac-
ity even before the hurricane was mod-
est in most sectors, but now progress
has been severely impacted. We have
yet to rebuild certain basic systems to a
degree that will allow us to move for-
ward.”

Grenadaʼs experience is mirrored in
the city of Bam, Iran, as it struggles to
recover from the 2003 earthquake. Both
make clear that disaster recovery is a
long term affair that needs sustained
support from the international communi-
ty.

The Context 
• Grenadaʼs housing target is the

reconstruction of 1,000 homes in 2005.
As of March, only 23 homes had been
rebuilt with government assistance, with

another 50 under construction. It is esti-
mated that some 10,000 homes will
need to be constructed with public aid. 

• With thousands of people trauma-
tized by the disaster, the need to deal
with the psychosocial dimension of this
crisis has become an important element
of the recovery process, which the gov-
ernment is trying to address by formu-
lating a national wellness programme. 

• Among positive developments, hav-
ing received relatively high funding and
attention from the international commu-
nity, the education sector is on the road
to recovery. All schools have reopened,
although some are operating in shifts.
Most buildings have made at least tem-
porary repairs.

For further information

UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA): 
Gerard Gomez, Regional Disaster
Response Advisor (Panama), Tel. +507
317 1748, E-mail: gomezg@un.org; 
United Nations Development
P r o g r a m m e ( U N D P ) :
Theo Gittens, Communications Officer
(New York), Tel. + 1 212 906 5013, E-
mail: thomas.gittens@undp.org; 
Michelle Gyles-McDonnough,
Coordinator, UNDP Liaison Office, St.
Georgeʼs, Grenada, Tel: +473 439
5599, E-mail: michelle.gyles.mcdon-
nough@undp.org.

“Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About” 
In 2004, the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI) launched an

initiative called “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About” to draw attention
to important international developments and issues that fall outside the media
spotlight. The list includes stories on an array of issues and from several geo-
graphical regions. Some of the stories on the list focus on troubling humanitarian
emergencies and conflict situations, but they also highlight such vital areas as
human rights, health and development. Every issue, we will bring a new story to
you, hoping that our little effort to advocate for human rights all over the world
would make a difference, some how, some way… The editor
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