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Last edition’s question:
The Yemeni government
exerts efforts to give women
judicial posts. Do you think
that Yemeni women are
qualified for running judicial
affairs?

I don’t know (5%)

Yes (67%)

This edition’s question:
o

(Many Yemeni personalities
including three women made
bids for presidency while
opposition parties have not yet
named their presidential
candidate. Do you think these
personalities will obtain
parliament recommendations to
stand in the upcoming
presidential race?

- Yes
-No
- 1 do not know
\ J

Go to our website at:

yementimes.com/#poll
andhave your voice heard

Saleh US-Yemeni relations
involve agreement and difference

In a TV interview, President Saleh discussed several
issues and evaluated Yemen’s situation during his time in
office. His discussions involved the Sa’ada ordeal, terror
issues, the U.S. report on human rights in Yemen and

relations with Gulf countries.

By: Yasser Al-Mayasi

SANA’A, March 25 — In an interview
with Abu Dhabi satellite channel in
Thursday, March 23, President Ali
Abduallah Saleh talked about the
reunification of Yemen which he con-
siders to be among the most important
achievements of his office term, as it
impacts the region’s security and sta-
bility. He went on to say that if the
secession had continued, conflict and
influence of rival parties wanting to
divide Yemen also would have contin-
ued.

The president said Yemeni unity was
met with defiance, topped by the seces-
sion itself, and he disclosed that large
sums were sent in 1994 to support the
secession. He added that the sums and
support were behind wrong interpreta-

tion of Yemen’s stance on Iraqi occu-
pation of Kuwait, despite the fact that
Yemen was the first country to insist
that Iraq pull out of Kuwait.

As for development achievements,
Saleh assured that Yemen’s situation
speaks for itself, in that the country
witnessed immense changes that could
not be presented in such a limited time.
The president said Yemen enjoys good
relations with the U.S., with the two
countries’ viewpoints coinciding on
several issues like terrorism. Among
areas of agreement with the U.S. that
Saleh mentioned was economic coop-
eration, saying the U.S. urges donor
countries to help Yemen, besides other
things. But he also said they diverge on
other issues, such as U.S. support to
Israel.

Commenting on the U.S. State

Department’s human rights report,
Saleh affirmed that the one who pre-
pared and published the report is prac-
ticing human rights abuse, whether it is
the U.S. administration or any other
country.

He said Yemen is certain it has no
human rights abuse and he considers
that it respects human rights, noting
that Yemen has a multi-party political
system, Constitution, laws and systems
that protect these rights. He added that
the U.S. report contradicts facts. He
also disclosed that the U.S. recently
told Yemen it will hand over a number
of Guantanamo prisoners.

Saleh said Yemeni relations with
Gulf countries are good and brotherly,
adding that Yemen complements the
Gulf Cooperation States (GCS), while
the GCS complement Yemen at the
same time, thus enabling Arab coun-
tries to form a unified system. He
added that there is recent political
movement to qualify Yemen by estab-
lishing a fund for this purpose, which
will not be an alternative to other funds
existing between Yemen and other

President Saleh

GCS countries.

Regarding the Sa’ada conflict, Saleh
said those fueling the ordeal were mis-
led, dreaming of reinstating the imams
and toppling the republican rule. “We
declared general amnesty, released
prisoners and gave the new governor
authority. He is the man with experi-
ence and can treat the psychological
effects of the ordeal.”

The president called for an agreed
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definition of terrorism that dif-
ferentiates between terrorism
and citizens’ right to resist
occupation and colonization.
For  example, he said
Palestinian resistance is not
considered terrorism, adding
that there is a difference
between terrorism and people’s
right to resist.

Saleh defined terrorism as an
individual criminal act that
threatens the whole world,
| adding that no country or reli-
gion adopts this. “It is an indi-
vidual act practiced by individ-
uals,” he went on to say. “There
should be a precise definition of terror-
ism that takes into consideration this
differentiation.

“According to this definition, if there
is a terrorist in any country, he will be
responsible for his actions without
affecting the country to which he is
affiliated. Those who commit terrorist
acts are groups of individuals.
Terrorism is a headache found every-
where,” he concluded.

National Human Development
toward globalization

Report:

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, March 26 — The Ministry of
Planning and International
Cooperation, with support from United
Nations Human Development (UNDP),
yesterday launched the third National
Human Development Report (NHDR)

entitled, “Knowledge, Culture,
Education and Information
Technology.”

The third NHDR consists of six
chapters covering, in consecutive
order: economic growth; new human
development pillars; culture and human
development issues; cultural policies
and institutions; general education;
technical and higher education and
information technology and the media.

Continued on page 2
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Launching the third National Human Development Report (NHDR).
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Breakthrough in GPC-opposition relations

Dialogue between the ruling party and opposition
resumed following the president’s meeting with Joint
meeting Parties (JMP) leadership last Thursday to
discuss a message of guarantees.

By: Mustafa Ragih

SANA’A, March 24 — Dialogue
between the ruling party and JMP
opposition parties resumed last Friday
following a meeting at the residence of
Dr. Yassin Saeed Nu'man, Secretary-
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General of Yemen’s Socialist Party
(YSP).

The dialogue, regarding forming
electoral committees to manage
September’s presidential elections,
recently was suspended after reaching
a deadlock.
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This development in relations
between the two parties — from
exchanging accusations to dialogue —
comes a day after a meeting at the pres-
ident’s house last Thursday including
President Ali Abdullah Saleh and three
JMP leaders represented in Parliament;
namely, Nu’man, Abdulwahab Al-
Anise, Islah party assistant secretary-
general and Sultan Al-Attwani, secre-
tary-general of the Nasserite Unionist
Organization.

Continued on page 2

Court postpones trial of 17 suspects

By: Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, March 25 — The State
Security Specialized Penal Court post-
poned the trial of 17 suspects accused of
forming an armed band and plotting to
attack U.S. citizens in Yemen. Last
Saturday’s session was devoted to final
appeals, upon request of the prosecutor,
who said he had evidence revealing
names of new suspects.

The court allowed Prosecution to
speak with jail officials concerning
prison law application and transferring
suspects to the Central Prison.

At the session, the prosecutor told the
court he has a list of new suspects,
which he will show court staff this
Saturday after investigating them. He
also discussed the court’s previous deci-
sion to refer two suspects to a legitimate
physician and allow their families to
visit them.

The prosecutor presented a medical
report on health conditions of suspects
No. 10 and 13, Ahmad Al-Zahiri and
Musa’ed Al-Berairi, after being trans-
ferred to a legitimate physician. He said
he allowed suspects’ families to visit
their relatives and denied statements by
defense lawyers that they were prevent-
ed from meeting their clients.

The defense team asked the court to
transfer their clients to the Central
Prison and demanded investigating
political security officials, alleging they
prevented them from meeting their
clients. They claimed their clients have
been jailed in isolated cells for more
than a year, although the law stipulates
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Some of the suspects.

prisoners must not be kept in detention
centers more than 24 hours.

Presenting new evidence, the prose-
cutor explained that the new suspects
will be investigated and referred to the
court to try according to Penal
Procedure Article 223. The defense
team opposed Prosecution’s request to
adjourn final appeals and prolong case
procedures, demanding their clients be
released on bail.

Abdulmalik Al-Sanabani, the five
Saudi suspects’ defense lawyer, pointed
out that three of his clients have been
jailed since they arrived in Yemen in
2005 and the other two since 2004. He
demanded the court allow the inmates’
families to visit them and release them
on bail.

The father of suspect No. 1 Ali
Hayyan Al-Harithi said he handed met-
als free of explosives to the political
security organization chairman and rep-
resentatives. He pointed out that he

signed a paper which he did not know
its content, as he is illiterate, while his
son was detained at political security.

The father of suspect Mohamed Al-
Qabsh, a Yemeni expatriate, said, “I
notified Yemen’s political security that
my son wanted to travel to Iraq for jihad
and therefore, he faced a false charge.”

The defense lawyer for suspects No.
4 and 16 responded to the four-page
lawsuit and presented documents stat-
ing that his client, suspect No. 16
Mohamed Arafj, has suffered mental
disorders for 10 years. He claimed
Arafj’s health deteriorated much more
after entering political security deten-
tion and he still is taking medicine.

The 17 suspects, including five Saudi
nationals, face charges of forming an
armed band in 2004 and 2005 to launch
offensives against U.S. citizens in
Yemen and senior government officials.
The band was accused of belonging to
Abu Mus’ab Al-Zarqawi’s cell.
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Ground fissures occur in Marib

MARIB, March 25 — Last
Tuesday that ground fissures occurred
in Marib governorate’s Al-Baten and
Kanna villages.

According to Saba News, Derham
Al-Dama’, secretary-general of
Marib’s local council, said the rifts
are 70-80 meters long and 50 cm
wide, adding that they still are
expanding. A geological team men-
tioned that the fissures stretch for
three kilometers.

Engineer Hussein Al-Akhali, man-
ager of the Earthquake Observation
Center in Dhamar, explained that
such a phenomenon occurs due to
earthquakes or water depletion.
However, the center confirmed that it
has not observed any earthquake
activity in eastern areas where Marib
is located.

Inhabitants of the two villages

A ground fissures in Marib.

SaBa NEwWS

affirmed that the rifts occurred
after heavy rains in the area. Al-
Akhali asserted that the rains
possibly caused them.

A geological team headed by
Al-Akhali has begun studying
the fissures’ causes. Al-Akhali
said the cause of the rifts would
be clearly identified in light of
the geological study’s outcomes.
“In light of this study, we will be
able to identify the cause of the
fissures and whether they are
| likely to expand in the future.
" We also will be able to specify
their depth,” he added.

This phenomenon is consid-
ered the second of its kind in
Yemen this month. Earlier this
month, a similar phenomenon
occurred in Dhamar gover-
norate.

Flour strategy

SANA’A, March 25 — The
Ministry of Public Health and
Population organized a workshop last
Wednesday to announce fortifying
flour with iron and folate (vitamin A).

Dr. Ali Al-Medwahi, General
Director of Family Health at the
ministry, said the aim of fortifying
flour with iron and folate is to
decrease folate and iron deficiencies
in mothers and their newborn
children. He affirmed that Yemen
ranks first among Middle Eastern
countries as to child malnutrition.
“This project’s aim is to fortify 70
percent of available flour with iron
and folate. It also aims to raise
awareness of the danger of anemia,”
he added.

to decrease anemia in Yemen

“Flour was chosen to be fortified
with iron and folate because every
family consumes it. Families make
bread every day, especially in the
countryside,” Al-Medwahi noted.

UNICEF representative Ramesh
Shrestha said the project will solve
Yemen’s biggest health problem of
anemia. “Iron deficiency cases in
Yemen decrease productivity abilities
all over the country. Nutritional iron
deficiency affects everyone.
Approximately 20 percent of
maternal deaths are due to iron
deficiency during pregnancy.
According to international statistics,
50 percent of women and 20 percent
of men suffer from iron deficiency,”
Shrestha said.

“There are no accurate statistics for
iron deficiency cases among Yemenis.
But according to our data, iron
deficiency cases are high, especially
among pregnant women. UNICEEF is
cooperating with the Ministry of
Health and five private flour mills to
fortify flour with iron and folate,”
Shrestha added.

Studies show that anemia is
common among 90 percent of
Yemen’s population. A 1982-83 study
conducted in the southern and eastern
governorates showed that every child
under age 3 was anemic.

Approximately 3.1 billion people
suffer from anemia worldwide, with
studies showing that anemia causes
50 percent of deaths.

Efforts to release Yemeni fishermen held in Somalia

SANA’A, March 26 — Sources
report that efforts of concerned
Yemeni government officials
following up kidnapped Yemeni
fishermen in the so-called Somaliland
Republic are going well. The Yemeni
fishermen were taken at sea during
piracy operations.

The source said efforts and
communications are being conducted
with the help of the International Red
Cross to release the fishermen, adding
that the so-called Somaliland
government is responding favorably.

Sources expect the 17 Yemeni boats
and their fishermen will be released

Yemeni fishermen.

within the next two
days. Some sources
allege that the number of
boats being held is
¢ approximately 86;
however, Somaliland
sources say there are
only 17.

Yemeni admiralty in
Socotra archipelago
have intensified their
patrols to defend Yemeni
fishermen from piracy
operations conducted by
the so-called Somaliland
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Eight killed and

SANA’A, March 26 — Eight people
were killed and 10 injured, including a
woman, in a bus accident last
Wednesday, March 22. The bus was
owned by Al-Musafir Company for
transportation. The son of Al-Musafir’s

10 injured in bus traffic accident

manager also was among the dead.

A source said the accident occurred
when the bus collided with a Mercedes
truck. Investigations are being conduct-
ed to determine the reasons for the acci-
dent.

This is the second accident involving
an Al-Musafir passenger bus in less than
two years. A bus heading to Hadramout
overturned in August 2004, killing 13
and injuring 30. The accident followed a
blow-out of the bus’s front tire.

Bayer returns to Yemen

SANA’A, March 22 — The National
Trading Company (Natco), a large cor-
poration owned by Said Anam, held a
ceremony Wednesday, March 22 at the
Movenpick Hotel to mark the return of
Germany’s Bayer Healthcare to the
Yemeni market after a more than 20-
year absence.

Dr. Gamal Mikhail, head of Bayer
Healthcare, explained the reason
behind the absence of company activi-
ties in the past two decades as being a
wrong impression of company leaders
about Yemen'’s investment atmosphere.

Natco Deputy Managing Director
Mohammed Al-Kawi referred to
exchange visits between Natco and
Bayer that served to attract Bayer’s
attention: “Our will to deal with Bayer
is due to the fact that it is one of the
world’s largest medicine producers.”

He added that talks with Bayer
began in 1999, resulting in an agree-
ment to award Natco exclusive rights
to import the company’s products to
Yemen. He appreciated Mikhail’s role
in convincing Bayer to resume export-
ing its products to Yemen.

“Bringing Bayer back to Yemen was
a success for Yemeni—-German rela-
tions and for Natco, to do business
with famous world companies like
Bayer.” Based on its success in other
countries, Al-Kawi expects Bayer will
be very successful in the Yemeni mar-
ket.

Mikhail said Bayer’s main objective
is to provide Yemeni patients with high
quality medications that have been

A

Natco Deputy Managing Director Mohammed Al-Kawi; Dr. Gamal Mikhail,
head of Bayer Healthcare; Eman Ali, official from the Emerging Markets in

the Middle East.

tested and improved their positive
affects. He also pointed to Bayer’s
future plans in Yemen: “We have ambi-
tious plans. We are planning to
improve doctors’ skills by providing
them with educational systems to
improve their scientific knowledge and
inviting them to attend conferences and
symposiums abroad to put them in
touch with the most modern scientific
research.”

At a press conference organized for
this occasion, Mikhail confirmed that
the company has taken measures to
prevent faking its medicines and that
the first medicine shipment will arrive
in Yemen in June.

Eman Ali, an official from the
Emerging Markets in the Middle East,

said Bayer has studied Yemen’s mar-
kets to learn its medicine needs and
will export different medicines to
Yemen such as aspirin, Levitra and
Cluscobay.

More than 300 key medical opinion
leaders in Yemen, besides the mayor of
Sana’a and several diplomats, as well
as Yemeni officials and businessmen,
attended the ceremony, during which
Bayer announced the launch of a group
of medications.

Bayer is known for its discovery of
aspirin, as well as discovery of medi-
cine overcoming male impotence.
Represented by 350 companies on five
continents, the company employs
93,700 employees worldwide, accord-
ing to its December 31, 2005 statistics.

World Water Day 2006 cultural activities

By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, March 25 — The National
Water Resource Authority (NWRA)
joined numerous worldwide water insti-
tutions this week in celebrating the
annual March 23 World Water Day.

Each year a different theme is chosen
to reflect the many facets of freshwater
resources. This year’s Water Day cele-
bration was guided by the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) under the
theme, “Water and Culture.”

Therefore, NWRA, in cooperation
with the UN Development Program
(UNDP), the World Bank, German
Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and
Centrum fuer International Migration
and Entwicklung (CIM), organized dif-
ferent cultural activities under the Water
and Culture theme.

The shared aim was to address
Yemen’s serious shortage of water
resources. “The WWD 2006 Water and
Culture theme is an ideal platform for
gathering people of all ages and differ-
ent interests by encouraging every single

One of the sketches performed by
students. PHOTO BY DANAE Issa, UNDP

person to agree on the following: there is
one precious element that belongs to
everybody and at the same time needs
protecting by all of us — water,” CIM

expert, engineer Marion Jerichow said.

Deputy Minister of Water and
Environment Mohammed Al-Hamdi
pointed out the importance of participat-
ing students and schools to share in such
an event, saying such participation pro-
vides a chance to raise awareness of
water scarcity, from which Yemen suf-
fers greatly.

In this regard, cultural and sports
activities were held Thursday, March 23
at Ma’in school in Sana’a, through
UNDP financial assistance, with the par-
ticipation of 12 Sana’a Governorate
schools.

Al-Hamdi opened the activities,
which included a drawing competition, a
children’s puppet show, plays and
sketches performed onstage for interest-
ed audiences, as well as an international-
ly awarded water documentary aired at
Boustan Al-Amry in the Old City of
Sana’a. The series told the dramatic
story of how the struggle for fresh water
has shaped human society, from civiliza-
tion’s birth in the great valleys of Asia
and the Middle East to the development
of mega-cities in the 20th century.

Teachers syndicates continue strike, call for procession

By: Saddam Al-Ashmori

SANA’A, March 26 — In a March
24 statement, teachers and educators
syndicates confirmed continuation of
an open comprehensive strike in all
educational institutions until their
demands are met. The Yemen Times
received a copy of the statement,
which holds the government responsi-
ble for all deterioration that has
befallen the education process. They
also confirmed that the strike involves
85 percent of the republic’s schools.

The syndicates denounced oppres-
sion and professional terrorism by
some officials, going as far as deten-
tion. The statement said officials pre-
vented some teachers from entering
their schools and asked the help of
armed vehicles to dodge striking
teachers. The statement also accused
officials of firing a large number of
striking teachers, while deputies,
headmasters and managers were
replaced on the pretext that they were
lenient in resisting striking teachers.
The last such oppression mentioned
was preventing strikers from signing
attendance lists.

In their statement, the syndicates
pointed out that all such cases were
listed and referred to the attorney gen-
eral.

They called all education employ-
ees to a mass sit-in at the Capital
Secretariat, Parliament and the Shoura

Council, and in front of all govern-
ment offices on Tuesday, March 28 to
denounce authorities’ abuses for con-
ducting the strike.

They also invited all education
employees to a peaceful demonstra-
tion Monday, April 4, beginning from
Al-Tahreer Square and proceeding to
presidential buildings unless their
demands are met.

They said they put their case before
the president, calling on him to direct
the government to execute their legal
demands and asking him to stop all
abuses and illegal oppressive punish-
ment procedures against strikers.

They also called all workers and
students syndicates, in addition to
civil community organizations, to par-
ticipate in the procession to defend
human rights which are being overtly
abused.

Hussein Ali Hazib, Sana’a office
educational manager, said the strike
has a spirit of political intrigue,
adding that the educators do not differ
over their rights. He alleged that what
some syndicates have called for is of a
political background. He advised that
it is for the educators’ good not to
politicize the syndicate movement,
calling the government to unify syndi-
cate activities.

Hazib stated that the Ministry of
Education came to an acceptable
agreement with authorities over teach-
ers’ rights, under sponsorship of the

Continued from page 1

Discussions involved the JMP’s
March 7 letter to the president outlin-
ing guarantees they deem necessary
for holding free and honorable elec-
tions whereby all parties can defend
the results. A source attending the
meeting said the atmosphere was
good but points of difference between
the two parties were substantial.

The source added that Saleh
showed keenness to hold free and
upright elections according to guar-
antees approved by the law, pointing
out that authorities had invited inter-
national observers to participate in
monitoring the presidential elections

Breakthrough in GPC-opposition relations

and expressing willingness to cooper-
ate with them to facilitate their mis-
sion.

The meeting concluded with agree-
ment to maintain dialogue on the list
of guarantees, with two dialogue ses-
sions already having been held last
Friday and Saturday. However, the
two sides said such sessions have not
produced any agreement regarding
running the electoral process in line
with guarantees included in the JMP
letter.

Sources said confining opposition
representation to parties represented
in Parliament was intended to exclude

vice president. He added that the edu-
cators’ demands are legal and hopes
their demands will be reasonable and
within capability so they can be met.
He also hopes the government’s reply
will be reasonable and carried out at
the right time in order to keep the
process on a professional level.

Hazib said he prefers teachers con-
tinue teaching, revealing that they
tried to persuade teachers that their
unilateral strike is useless and consid-
ered a partisan work. However, he
considers the syndicates who called
for the strike to be illegal, depending
on the fact that some called for the
strike while others did not.

Hazib went on to say that they con-
sider the interest of students, adding
that achievements will include both
the strikers and those did not go on
strike. He said they addressed the
headmasters, as they are the leaders,
and found them cooperative.

Hazib said they expect the strike to
end and work to resume, pointing out
that the strike involved only 20 out of
1,100 schools. He asked concerned
authorities to take legal action against
syndicates without licenses.

Hazib said the official, private and
partisan media role was negative,
charging the partisan press with being
unreasonable. He added that official
media speak only of legal rights,
pointing out that media as a whole is
fueled by excitement and reactions.

Ba’ath Party representative Qassim
Sallam from attending the meeting
due to his recent stance toward the
JMP and press statements appearing
closer to the ruling authority.

Sallam, who was close to Saddam
Hussein’s regime in Iraq, so far has
not signed the JMP document for
political reforms and rules of proce-
dure for the opposition alliance. Also,
his party’s fragility and small size,
especially after the downfall of
Saddam Hussein’s regime, makes his
remaining with or departure from the
JMP is of no real impact or serious
consequences.

Chapter one is divided into three
sections. The first section addresses
knowledge as a basis for human
development in Yemen and opportu-
nities it created for capacity building
and expanding choices to realize
freedom, justice and dignity.

Chapter two addresses the topic of
culture including ways to achieve
human development. Since Yemeni
reunification, the modernization
process took on an accelerated pace
aided by telecommunications and
information technology develop-
ments and the trend toward a knowl-
edge society and cultural globaliza-
tion. However, Yemen’s cultural
scene still is held back by restric-
tions and constraints blocking
change, gaining knowledge and
adopting technology to serve human
development.

National Human Development Report: toward globalization

Chapter three reviews Yemen'’s
cultural policies and the state of offi-
cial and private cultural institutions,
production, traditions, arts, literature
and intellectual heritage. The chapter
also shows how cultural policies
haven’t received sufficient attention,
leading to shortcomings in cultural
activities management and its insti-
tutions’ effectiveness.

Chapter four of the report focuses
on general education, educational
philosophy and its organizational
set-up, as well as indicators and
other main issues. Citizens and their
attitudes are subjected to globaliza-
tion’s influence, unprecedented
knowledge and the information revo-
lution. Hence, educational systems
must increase efforts to mold a mod-
ern personality, balancing between
modernization requirements and pre-

serving traditions.

Chapter five highlights issues fac-
ing technical education and voca-
tional training, as well as higher edu-
cation and scientific research. It
explores capabilities for transform-
ing Yemen from a resource-based
economy into a knowledge-based
economy. The state is making exten-
sive effort to boost the role of voca-
tional training and technical educa-
tion and contribute to economic
growth by making required labor
available in the labor market.

Chapter six addresses two basic
points: information’s role in achiev-
ing human development and media’s
role in information dissemination.
Information technology has become
core in the development equation
and a major contributor to accumula-
tion of knowledge.
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German Development Service (DED):
more than 25 years working in Yemen

ounded in 1963, the

German Development

Service (DED) is one of

Europe’s leading develop-

ment services for personnel
cooperation. Two weeks ago, DED cel-
ebrated more than 25 years in Yemen,
having begun work in 1979. Since
then it has cooperated with Yemeni,
German and international partners in
many different areas such as health,
water and sanitation, poverty reduc-
tion, community participation and
small business promotion.
Approximately 30 development work-
ers were working for DED in Yemen
in 2005.

The following is an interview with
DED General Manager Dr. Jiirgen
Wilhelm, who was in Sana’a to mark
the occasion.

Why are you in Yemen today?
Because we are celebrating more than
25 years of Yemeni-German coopera-
tion. We have been here since 1979 and
that’s a good reason for celebrating this
event.

I gather this is not your first visit to
Yemen?

No, it is actually
my fifth. I came in
the late ‘80s and
then again several
times during the
‘90s. We celebrated
a regional confer-
ence with all our
people from Asia here in Sana’a at the
Taj Sheba Hotel in 2000.

When did you first visit Yemen?
In 1987.

How did you find Yemen after all
these years? Is there real progress, are
we getting better?
It still is a complicated situation, an eco-
nomic situation. Of course, I was here
before unification of North and South,
so I know the country fairly well. Of
course, there’s tremendous development
as far as housing and construction is
concerned. I remember that on my sec-
ond visit to Yemen, I was advised not to
stay at the Sheraton Hotel because it was
outside the city center. Nowadays, it’s
part of the city center, so to speak. So
there’s more development and more
training and education has improved.
But on the other hand, Yemen has a
very high and difficult, not to mention
possibly dangerous, birth rate. The birth
rate problem will create problems for the
next generations. Those born today will
2o to school in 10 years and to universi-
ties, say, in 20 years’ time. So that will
create many long-term problems — eco-
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Yemen has a very high
and difficult, not to
mention possibly
dangerous, birth rate.

nomic problems, qualification, labor
force and employment problems and so
forth.

So on one hand,
there’s a wonderful
peaceful situation
today, compared to
what was before
unification. One
must not forget that
it was a big prob-
lem that needed to
be solved. On the other hand, Yemen
still faces many serious problems.

Were DED’s activities before unifica-
tion on both sides of Yemen?

No, we actually started working in the
north. As you know, the situation was
different during the Cold War.
According to the Cold War distinction,
the south was supported by the Soviet
Union and former Communist East
Germany.

You’ve mentioned the birth rate prob-
lem in Yemen. Are you involved in
solving this problem?

Yes, we are trying to help improve
awareness of both men and women as
far as reproductive health is concerned,
as you can see in the exhibition outside
where some contraceptive methods are
displayed.

This problem actually is a social and
economic problem. Normally, it’s easier
to improve the situation in cities than in
rural areas because people in rural areas
still stick to their traditions. We’re work-
ing on this, but the whole Yemeni socie-
ty must work on this problem too.

- M

Dr. Jiirgen Wilhelm talks to the Managing Editor of Yemen Times Dr. Hamdan Dammag.
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PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,
table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

AT

*» Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school

%+ Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
< Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages

+ Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports

< Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students

< Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

QI& Pre-Gchool

Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 nhoon (Saturday through Wednesday)
Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

Many journalists today
expressed their surprise at DED
achievements in Yemen. Are you
thinking to engage Yemeni media
more to follow up
and show the pub-
lic your various
efforts?

Perhaps we haven’t
reported our activi-
ties very often. I'm
happy that this is a
good reason to do it
again. I’ll instruct
my director to keep
in regular contact
with  you [the
media] so you’ll be
provided informa-

tion about what
we’re doing.
As you know,

there are many
German develop-
ment agencies
working toward
Yemeni-German
development
cooperation. How is DED different
from the others?
The most important point for the partner
is that support is paid by the German
taxpayers and that a German expert is
coming from Europe to improve the
skill or qualification of the Yemeni part-
ner. For the partner, it’s more or less of
no interest whether such support comes
from this organization or another. We all
are working together in a comprehen-
sive way.

There may be
five fingers on a

People in rural areas
think water must come
for free, but this is
impossible. It must be
charged, in a modest
way, of course. People
must get accustomed
to this. It’s easier for
them to accept this if
an expert from abroad
tells them this is a
worldwide problem
and that it’s not their
government doing
harm to them.

and that it’s not their government doing
harm to them. DED often works as a
facilitator to increase acceptance of new
development or investments. So, we are
working on three
levels: national,
regional and local.

Poverty reduc-
tion and small busi-
ness promotion are
among DED’s
goals. Can you give
examples of DED
projects in this
regard?

In Taiz and Aden,
we’re working to
support  business
associations. People
very often start busi-
nesses but don’t
have enough skills
and never learn to
make a profit, which
is the essence of
doing business any-
way. Therefore, peo-
ple need to know
how to work profitably and this is very
complicated. Thus, business associa-
tions advise, improve links and go to
deal with the market.

So, we’re not helping individual busi-
nessmen but rather we are working to
improve qualification of business asso-
ciations which are more accessible to
local businessmen. In this way, we help
develop a local area, not instruct an indi-
vidual, as that isn’t development. We
focus on mediators, not individuals. This
is the same idea
behind develop-

Box 2002, Sanaa, Yemen

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools MSA)
Member of Quality Schools International

Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Email: gordonblackie@qsi.org Web site: http://yem.qsi.org

isfied?

Yes, it’s done in a
very professional
manner. There’s
always an evalua-
tion process con-
ducted by profes-
sional consultants
hired from inde-
pendent organiza-

tions. They come to Yemen to inspect
and evaluate GTZ, DED, etc., to see
whether results are positive and so on.
Their work results then are followed up

Yemen’s government is
very open and there
are no obstacles, as far
as frankness and
openness.

by our Yemeni partners.

able enough and
people didn’t like it
any longer. Only a
few retained such
knowledge, but
young people
weren’t interested in
learning it. So we’re
now trying to make
it attractive  for

tourism, living conditions and cultural
heritage. With our partnership, there’s
more awareness that this cultural her-
itage is worth preserving.

Dr. Jiirgen Wilhelm (center) in the press conference.
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hand, but the hand
comes from one
body and the body
is the German
Development
Cooperation  alto-
gether. This is the
policy behind our
work. So, there are
different qualifica-
tions, investments,
technical and per-
sonal cooperation
(like DED). For
example, in the

we’re not helping
individual businessmen
but rather we are
working to improve
qualification of
business associations
which are more
accessible to local
businessmen.

ment cooperation.
You shouldn’t try
to fish instead of
the fisherman but
rather train him to
fish better and
improve his capa-
bility to get more
money from his
fishing.

As for poverty
reduction, we
improve the situa-
tion of the poor by
training them to

Are there any obstacles that hinder
your efforts?

No, there’s always hope and a profes-
sional attitude from our Yemeni part-
ners. Our work is professional and
friendly. Yemen’s government is very
open and there are no obstacles, as far as
frankness and openness. There are many
other more difficult countries. In this
regard, Yemen is a very positive and
open example.

Intercultural dialogue between
Europe and the Arab world is one of

How do you see the future of the
Yemeni-German relationship?

Well, there will be a difficult path to fol-
low, as we heard in the press conference
that the economic situation is still criti-
cal. However, the German government
has announced that we are open, ready
and willing to intensify friendly Yemeni-
German cooperation in the future.

excerpts from the
conference:

At present Yemen is unlikely to

water sector, the German Development
Bank KFW is responsible for invest-
ment. But then you need technical
advice and you must improve people’s
awareness on the local level. GTZ is tak-
ing care of this.

We’re trying to improve the skills of
those in villages (Where water comes to)
because they must

acquire better skills and job opportuni-
ties, to open their minds and help them
obtain better qualification so they’ll be
hired by a business or company.

How do you determine suitable areas
in Yemen and their needs?
This is a consultative process with the

meet almost any of the
Millennium Development Goals
by 2015. the government has
shown commitment to democrati-
zation, to economic liberalization
and to political and economic
reforms. However this political
commitment has not yet resulted

DED’s goals. Is this part of your activ-
ities in Yemen?

No, not in Yemen, but we are doing it in
other countries like Afghanistan, Syria
and Palestine. Intercultural dialogue is
not only about dialogue between Islamic
countries and the West, although it
became so after September 11. You must
know that there are nearly six million

get used to using
water. Water is
expensive and not
free of charge.
Especially in Arab
countries, water is
often a political fac-
tor. It’s like bread —
if  there’s an
increase in the
bread price, govern-
ments can be wiped
away, as has hap-
pened in many
countries.

The same is with
water. People in
rural areas think

“Local people [in
Shibam] have been
doing this kind of work
for hundreds of years,
so why must a German
or a European now
come to Shibam to
instruct people how to
construct their
houses?”’

Yemeni govern-
ment. We are only
guests in this

country offering
support. The defi-
nition of priorities
must be set by
Yemen’s govern-
ment, which of
course consults the
World Bank, the
UN, the Germans,
the British and
other international
organizations.
Thus, there is a
huge consultative
process going on
but in the end, the

Muslims of Turkish background living
in Germany and I can say there’s no
problem with that at all. I buy my daily
food and vegetables from a Turkish
shop. This is daily life for me.

Recently, a number of senior German
officials and cultural figures have vis-
ited Yemen? Do you think this helps
your work?

Yes, I hope so. I know there have been
many Vvisits by poets and writers such as
Giinter Grass, who is supporting our
project in a nice way in Shibam
Hadramout, which is clay construction.
For us Europeans, it was a bit strange in
the beginning because we were asking
ourselves: “Local people have been

in concrete progress.
Dr. Steffan Buchwald, Dep. Head
of Mission (German Embassy in
Yemen)

Yemen is one of the countries,
although with limited resources,
that made rapid progress and
become one of the pioneering
countries in democracy and inclu-
sive reforms. We did that in full
content since our interest requires
that before it is too late and cer-
tainly a lot of friends did back us
including Germans. We still hope
that Germans' attitudes still con-
tinue in supporting our efforts for
more development and reforms in

Family planning is one of the fields DED is working on.
PHOTO BY SADDAM AL-ASHMORI

water must come for free, but this is
impossible. It must be charged, in a
modest way, of course. People must get
accustomed to this. It’s easier for them
to accept this if an expert from abroad
tells them this is a worldwide problem

Yemeni government tells us to please
help in this particular sector while others
help in that one.

How do you evaluate the progress of
DED projects in Yemen? Are you sat-

doing this kind of work for hundreds of
years, so why must a German or a
European now come to Shibam to
instruct people how to construct their
houses?” But we realized that they’ve
lost the knowledge, as it wasn’t fashion-

Yemen.
Mr. Hisham Sharaf, Deputy
Minister for International
Cooperation, Ministry of Planning
& International Cooperation
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Attacks, censorship, and dirty tricks
In Yemen, the press climate is deteriorating

bl

mer S
abduction
shocked
Yemen's
independent

press corps, many of whom

took it as an explicit warn-
ing against the sort of
enterprising journalism that
had been a mark of Amer’s
weekly, Al-Wasat. It was
the only Yemeni newspaper
to interview the rebel cleric Al-Hawthi,
and it regularly published reports by
human rights and international organi-
zations critical of the Yemeni govern-
ment. Al-Wasat also published daring
stories about government nepotism,
including one that ran just days before

Amer’s kidnapping. The story alleged

that several government officials were

exploiting state scholarships to send
their own children to study abroad.

"The nominations disregarded the aca-

demic performance of the students, a

matter which forbids many top and

underprivileged students in the country
from their right in receiving these

e

By: Joel Campagna

story that led the gov-
ernment to suspend Al-
Thawri in July 2005.

Between July and
December 2005, at least
four other journalists
were the targets of
assaults. Like the cases
of Amer and Subaie, the
perpetrators remain at
large, the authorities
have given little indica-
tion that a serious investigation is
under way, and the government has not
condemned the attacks. Here are
details:

» Haga’ Al-Jehafi, editor of the week-
ly Al-Nahar, was wounded in July
when a file folder delivered to his
office exploded. Al-Jehafi said a
prominent member of the Shura
Council had threatened him prior to the
attack because the paper criticized his
use of power.

* Mujeeb Suwailih, a cameraman for
the pan-Arab news channel Al-
Arabiya, and Najib Al-Sharabi, a corre-
spondent for the Saudi Arabia-based

A view of the Yemeni Ministery of Information

scholarships," the article said.

Said Amer: “The scholarship story
caused a big eruption. ... All of these
people were very close to the presi-
dent.”

The attack on Amer attracted consid-
erable attention in the press and trig-
gered numerous condemnations in
Yemen and abroad. Yet more than six
months later, the assailants remain at
large and government has provided no
indication that it is seriously investigat-
ing. Amer said the police and Interior
Ministry have ignored his repeated
inquiries about the investigation. Most
troubling has been the official silence.
Not a single government official
expressed public concern or con-
demned the brazen attack. Instead,
government newspapers cast doubt on
Amer’s account, blaming Yemeni
opposition parties for carrying out the
assault.

The handling of the Amer case is not
unique. The government has yet to
identify the perpetrators of a vicious
assault on 27-year-old freelance jour-
nalist Nabil Subaie, who was stabbed
in Sana’a on November 12. Subaie,
who writes frequently for the Socialist
Party weekly Al-Thawri, was walking
home at around 8 p.m. when he was
accosted by an assailant armed with a
dagger and a second man who held a
gun to his head and said: “Somebody is
going to be killed tonight.” When
Subaie resisted, an assailant stabbed
him twice in the back and once in the
hand. “This is the first time I’ve ever
faced this kind of a problem in Sana’a,”
Subaie said. The government soon
announced that it had arrested a sus-
pect, but it never provided details. “I
have no idea if the assailants were
arrested,” Subaie said.

The failure of Yemeni authorities to
shed light on the case has led journal-
ists to draw their own conclusions.
Subaie had written provocative
columns about religion, politics, and
society, and he was among the first
Yemeni journalists to criticize the
prospect of Saleh handing down the
presidency to his son. In 2005, Subaie
wrote that Yemen was aiding terrorism
through its support of militant groups, a

REUTERS / ALADIN ABDEL NABY

satellite channel Al-Ekhbariya, were
attacked by security officers while cov-
ering a November strike by employees
at a public textile factory in Sana’a.
Suwailih suffered three broken ribs.
Both were detained for several hours
by the same officers who attacked
them.

e And in December, Mohammad
Sadiq Al-Odaini, head of the Center for
Training and Protecting Journalist
Freedom, an independent Yemeni press
freedom group, was threatened at gun-
point by a man he recognized as a secu-
rity agent. A few days later, he said, he
was attacked by the same man and two
other assailants. Al-Odaini said he
believed he was targeted because his
organization’s annual report accused
authorities of failing to investigate
attacks on the press.

Other crimes have been reported as
well. On August 26, the offices of The
Associated Press and the independent
weekly Al-Nida, which shared a build-
ing, were burglarized. AP correspon-
dent Al-Haj said burglars rifled through
files and made off with two computers,
a fax machine, video camera, computer
discs with data, and videotapes with
footage. Unused tapes were left behind.
Equipment was also stolen at Al-Nida,
a newly formed independent weekly
that has been critical of the govern-
ment. Al-Haj said he complained about
the authorities’ failure to investigate the
incident; after the Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate issued a statement protesting
the lack of progress, Al-Haj said, he
was summoned for questioning by the
Interior Ministry.

The spate of violent attacks has
occurred against the backdrop of
mounting legal restrictions. In 2005,
the administration submitted a new
press bill that is now before Parliament.
Government officials have touted the
law as a step forward for press freedom
because it removes provisions from the
existing 1990 law that stipulate jail
terms for purported press offenses. But
Yemeni lawyers point out that the
change is irrelevant because journalists
still face jail time under provisions of
the country’s penal code.

Many of the press bill’s provisions

do little to improve the current law. The
draft, for example, continues to prohib-
it offending the president or harming
state interests, and it still directs jour-
nalists to “respect the objectives and
aims of the Yemeni revolution.”
Newspapers can be suspended for vio-
lating the law and journalists barred
from practicing their profession, as
under the current law.

But the draft prescribes stiffer pro-
fessional requirements to practice jour-
nalism, including membership in the
country’s Journalists Syndicate, and it
stipulates that non-journalists cannot
work in the press. It also demands
expensive capital requirements for
launching publications.

Potential fines have drawn particular
concern. The draft before Parliament
has yet to specify amounts, and jour-
nalists fear that exorbitant fines will be
inserted by lawmakers or left to the dis-
cretion of judges under sway of the
executive branch. Journalists believe
the bill’s broad provisions will enable
the government to silence critical voic-
es.

Prime Minister Abdelqader
Bajammal has defended the proposed
measure, telling CPJ that Yemeni jour-
nalists “are working outside the law.
They get into the bedrooms.”
Bajammal said professional require-
ments for journalists and capital
requirements for newspapers are neces-
sary for “national security.”

Yemeni journalists are already under
pressure from the existing law. Jaabi
said that prosecutions of journalists
number about 20, an increase of more
than 60 percent since 2004. With Saleh
the head of the judiciary, the court sys-
tem lacks independence and leaves
journalists at the mercy of politicized
trials. As of late 2005, at least four
newspapers — Al-Tajammu, Al-Shoura,
Rasid, and Ousbou—were suspended
by the courts or by government action
because of controversial articles.

In the case of the opposition weekly
Al-Tajammu, a court in Sana’a sus-
pended the publication for six months
and barred Editor-in-Chief
Abdulrahman Abdullah Ibrahim and
reporter Adulraman Saeed from work-
ing professionally for one year. The
court said a September 2004 commen-
tary about political violence in 1968
insulted Islam, incited ethnic conflict,
and threatened national security. The
commentary explored the sectarian
ramifications of the 70-day siege of
Sana’a by royalist forces. Sunni-Shiite
sectarianism is a sensitive issue in

Al-Nahar editor Haga’ Al-Jehafi
was injured by an explosive device
delivered to his office.

Yemen.

On November 19, a lower court
fined the opposition weekly Al-Thawri
one million Yemeni riyals (US$5,500)
for defaming two government officials
in a story that said government jobs
were being “sold.” The court also
ordered the paper to print an apology in
three successive issues. The newspaper
faces 13 other defamation charges for
criticizing authorities, and it faces clo-
sure if convicted on any one of them.
One columnist, Mohamed Al-Maqaleh,
faces up to a year in prison and a ban
on practicing his profession stemming
from a commentary calling on Saleh to
give up some of his extensive powers.

Dirty tricks have been reported as
well. Security agents are believed to be
responsible for several incidents,
including a January case in which a
recording of private telephone conver-
sation between Al-Jazeera correspon-
dent Ahmed Shalafi and his wife was
distributed to senior Al-Jazeera staff in
Doha and to journalists in Yemen.
Shalafi was said to have discussed
potentially embarrassing personal
background. Journalists interpreted the
recording as an attempt to get Shalafi
fired; they suspected Shalafi angered
authorities by interviewing the kidnap-
pers of Italian tourists and by reporting
on corruption and human rights.

Yemeni security services are also
believed to be responsible for comman-
deering or "cloning" outspoken Yemeni
newspapers —establishing  similarly
titled and similar-looking newspapers
to undercut the originals and confuse
readers. Before its closure last year, the
office of the opposition weekly Al-

Shoura was taken over by armed men
believed to be allied with the govern-
ment and a new management team set
up. Despite appearances, the new title
carried a much different, pro-govern-
ment editorial line.

Jaabi, the human rights lawyer, said
Al-Thawri was cloned several years
ago. The pro-government facsimile
was printed under the same name, with
only the color of the lettering in its
nameplate different. At the end of
2004, Al-Shoura was cloned when a
pro-government newspaper calling
itself Manbar Al-Shoura was estab-
lished, bearing the same logo with the
word “Manbar” in tiny type.
Authorities also cloned a women’s
press freedom group, Women
Journalists Without Borders, and
forced the original group to change its
name.

“Cloning” is done through govern-
ment channels, and, in the case of
newspapers, the Information Ministry
must approve each new title. Yet the
approval of some titles appears to be in
violation of Article 34 of the press law,
which states: “A newspaper or maga-
zine shall not bear the same or a close-
ly similar name to that of an already
existing newspaper or magazine.”

Yemeni officials who met with CPJ
in January pledged to investigate
attacks on the press, but they avoided
explicitly denouncing the assaults on
journalists. During a contentious meet-
ing with the CPJ delegation, Prime

Minister Bajammal said attacks against
any Yemeni citizen are unacceptable,
but he suggested that the assaults on
journalists were unrelated to their work
and had been staged to gain attention.
“Some people are creating problems
against themselves,” Bajammal said.
“They want to appear as fighters for
press freedom. A journalist is drunk
and then he clashes with people.”

Despite dismissing the attacks,
Bajammal promised that the govern-
ment would investigate and make its
results public. “I promise you that there
is no action against anyone because he
is a journalist,” he said. “I promise to
make a transparent investigation and
make it open to everyone.”

The coming weeks will reveal the
government’s sincerity in getting to the
bottom of these crimes, but the absence
of a forceful government stand has fos-
tered a climate of fear and intimidation
for the press. “The regime is not behind
every attack on a journalist,” said
Tawwokol Karman, a Yemeni reporter
who heads a local women’s press free-
dom group. “But because it doesn’t fol-
low up, people think they can attack
journalists.”

Joel Campagna is senior program
coordinator responsible for the Middle
East and North Africa at the Committee
to Protect Journalists. He led CPJ’s
mission to Yemen in January 2006.
Ivan Karakashian, CPJ research asso-
ciate, provided research for this report.

Recommendations to the government of Yemen

The Committee to Protect Journalists calls on President Ali Abdullah Saleh and
the government of Yemen to immediately adopt the following recommendations:
* Encourage Yemeni journalists to carry out independent reporting, including
that which is critical of the government, with an explicit guarantee that
authorities will not penalize them, directly or indirectly, for such profession-

al activities.

e Publicly condemn violent attacks, acts of intimidation, and other crimes car-
ried out against members of the press; ensure that thorough and transparent
investigations are conducted into these attacks; and make public the findings

of these investigations.

e Cease government interference with the press, including newspaper suspen-
sions, professional bans on journalists, and harassment from security agents.
Ensure that banned journalists and newspapers are allowed to resume their

work immediately.

e Abolish provisions of Yemeni law, such as the current and draft press laws
and the penal code, that violate the internationally protected right "to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
media," as guaranteed by Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR) to which Yemen is a state party.

e Permit and encourage the creation of independent Yemeni broadcast media
that will provide independent news and opinion, including views that are crit-
ical of the government and state policies.
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Post Title: Driver

Principal Functions:

missions)

customs formalities.

kept clean.

of involvement in an accident.

Requirements:

2- Has Driving License.

Government of Yemen and the United Nations Population Fund is seeking
qualified candidates for the project office driver position.

1- UNFPA driver vehicles the transport of authorized personnel (staff

2- Meets official personnel at the airport and facilitates immigration and

3- Responsible for the day to day maintenance of the assigned vehicle,
checks oil, water, battery, brakes, tires, etc., performs minor repairs and
arranges for other repairs when necessary and ensures that the vehicle is

4- Logs official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil change, greasing etc.

5- Collects and delivers mail or documents when required.

6- Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in case

7- Performs any other duties as required.

1- Language skills: Good Command of spoken & written Arabic & English.

3- Minimum of 3 years working experience.

considered and notified.

UNFPA offers an attractive compensation package
commensurate with experience.
Please send your application to:
UNFPA, Sana’a, P.O. Box7272, Tel: 209 003/4, Fax: 01/209 005
Deadline for application is: 5th of April, 2006.

* Please note that only candidates who fulfill above requirements will be

NOTICE OF

Governorates

available at:

Programme

LOCAL TENDER

Supply of Vehicles

The Health Sector & Demography Support
Programme intends to award a supply contract for
vehicles for the health offices of Lahej and Taiz
in Yemen,
assistance from the ALA programme of the
European Commission.

Ministry of Public Health and Population
Health Sector & Demography Support

PO Box: 299, Sana’a, Yemen.
Office: + 967 1 220 592

Fax: + 967 1 220 594

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.

The deadline for submission of tenders is 22nd of
April 2006, 12.00 noon local time.
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Words of Wisdom
The fall-out from technology
advances, notably globalization, is
clearly ahead of us. We need to
grapple with this and the sooner we
assess the issues and decide on
what we need to do, the better
prepared we will be. A main
component of globalization is
liberalization.
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
@y, OUR
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The Iraqi
dilemma
he news is so conflicting and every
day there’s a new story. Yet, the only
consistent issue about Iraq is that
there are more dead people every
day, mostly Iraqi citizens or soldiers
and regularly people of various nationalities. The
worst thing of all is to witness the death of people
who are there just because they wanted to convey
the truth such as media personnel. Iraq has
become a death hub for journalists and media
crews as well as human rights activists, as it
seems the angry wrath of distraction kills without
discrimination.

The question is whether the situation in Iraq is
getting better or worse? Statements by U.S. and
British officials say things are getting under con-
trol and that it’s a transition phase in which
authority is being handed over to the local gov-
ernment. Other reports indicate that the internal
conflicts between the Iraqis themselves are get-
ting stronger and the country is on the verge of a
civil war. A recent comment by U.S. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld accusing the media
of overstating the severity of recent sectarian vio-
lence in Iraq truly is amusing, especially given
that at the same time, U.S. ambassador to Iraq
Zalmay Khalilzad admitted that the U.S. opened
a Pandora’s box when it invaded Iraq three years
ago and that he could see the country descending
into full-scale civil war.

The U.S. is not the only one struggling to get a
grip on how things will proceed in Iraq. The
Iraqis themselves have become more and more
apprehensive about the future of their country,
especially those waiting in anticipation outside
Iraq. There are many Iraqis living in Yemen and
they all seem to be developing a frustrated, some-
times indifferent, attitude toward what is going on
in their home country. “We feel utterly helpless.
There isn’t a single family who hasn’t been
affected by the crises in Iraq, whether by losing a
member, an income source or merely by the insta-
bility dominating the country,” an Iraqi man
working in a Sana’a barbershop exclaimed.

There is no wisdom in war, especially one
where the cause has been lost somewhere along
the way. Many of the international soldiers sent to
Iraq are having second thoughts about the right-
eousness of their mission in Iraq. The world has
lost so much because of this alleged ‘War on
Terrorism’ in Iraq. Ironically, it has caused noth-
ing but more terror and terrorism.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
Editor-in-Chief

Iran the Gulf player (2-2)

ttention
should be
drawn to the
situation
towards
which Iran is heading,
along with all it dangers
and indications that would
have their reflection on the
entire region. In this regard
we want to call attention to
certain considerations.
1-No reasonable person
will think that the United States is pos-
sible to venture, at any stage, to take
military action intended to enter Iran or
occupy part of it. The American plight
in Iraq is the best evidence on impossi-
bility of that. Also, present Iran is not
that of Saddam’s Iraq. The circum-
stances are different, the composition is
varied and the situations are not similar.
In my view the one that targets Iran in
the first place is the Hebrew state. It has
already begun pointing the finger of
accusation towards Iran and Syria of
motivating Hezbollah and of rather
standing behind some of the recent sui-
cide bombings inside Israel. That is the
propagating media introduction that
Israel always practices. I also do not
have any doubt that Israel every now
and then embraces the idea of dealing a
blow to Iran’s nuclear installations,
although those installations are guarded
and surrounded with a belt of missiles.
Israel that had hit the Iragi nuclear reac-
tor in 1981, will not hesitate in repeating
the crime against Iran at the time it con-
siders as suitable and in case interna-
tional and regional circumstances allow
that action.
2-While he United States and its
allies have thought of changing the
Syrian regime from inside it and to
undermine its structure, their perception
regarding Iran is different. They do not
seek to change its regime because that is

By:Prof. Abdulaziz
Al-Tarb

a difficult and complicat-
ed matter. They tend to
incapacitate the Persian
state and weaken it, to
dwarf its role and to con-
trol its political and mili-
tary decision. It is
believed that attaining that
goal is not an easy ques-
tion because Iran, like
Iraq, is the type of a state
that is hard to manage and
ungovernable.

3-What is probably eye-catching in
this context is that the states of the Arab
Gulf do not share Iran its enthusiasm for
its nuclear program. They rather look at
it with strong concern. Maybe that
explains those states’ talk about render-
ing the Gulf region alone into a region
free of weapons of mass destruction. In
following up the dialogue on a message
of the Arab League secretary general
sent to secretary general of the Gulf
Cooperation Council and the reply the
first had received. The reply confirmed
that, for the Gulf mentality, the Iranian
nuclear danger is no less than that of the
Israeli nuclear danger but maybe more
dangerous for them.

In this respect we want to say tat Iran
is the major player in the Gulf region. It
holds the reins of confrontation wit the
west under worrying ramifications and
difficult circumstances predicting
upcoming problems and possible con-
frontations. They are led by a revolu-
tionary Islamic regime that does not hes-
itate in discrediting the holocaust story
and shedding skepticism on the story of
the Nazis holocaust against the Jews.
This regime goes further in calling for
moving Israel to central Europe instead
of its aggression on the Arab territories
and occupation of Palestine and tamper-
ing with Islamic and Christian sancti-
ties.

In the Arab world we perceive the

Iranian- international confrontation with
hesitation look. Most of the Arab
regimes are allies to the United States of
America. Moreover most of the Arab
regimes look with concern and suspi-
cion towards the Iranian regime that
possesses political agenda that may
agree with the Arab goals versus the
conflict with Israel. However, the
Iranian regime is different from them
concerning other things and issues. If
Iran is thinking of what is called the
Shiite Crescent, it on the other hand
seeking to build bridges with the Arab
east and in this matter it has a huge asset
that cannot be belittled or play down its
impact. I our view Iran has achieved
noticeable successes in its foreign policy
in the recent years. Nevertheless it has to
preserve those successes under the
explosive situation inside its neighbor
Iraq, beside its unstable eastern neigh-
bor Afghanistan as well as to other pos-
sible disturbances in the Middle East.
The Arab Israeli conflict could continue
for more years and he situation in gener-
al are not heading for quick stability. We
are in need of the voice of reason to pre-
vail in the region but it seems that the
Iranian player has decided is decision
and has begun throwing the ball into the
courts of others. Iran’s hardened stand
reflects the state of mobilization the
Iranians are living, the philosophy mass-
ing up in which the Iranians believe and
the desire of escalating the situation
until reaching the state of brinkmanship.
In conclusion my view is that Iran is the
major player of the Gulf and it maybe
the source of tension in it and cause of
the confrontation heading towards it.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Tarb is an economist
and a professor in Political Science and
an expert in administrative development.
He is the head of a number of profes-
sional associations, such as the Arab
Group for Investment and Development

United States national security strategy and the world

By: Muhammad Imran Khan
mimraan.khaan@gmail .com

fter a long wait bush admin-
istration finally issued the
new National Security
Strategy (NSS) for United
Stats. The last NSS was
published in 2002. The new version of
policy is mainly based on previous NSS
offering some new changes. And any
thing which comes out from United States
always have a global prospective which is
the same with NSS also, covering many
aspects of the world like working for
global economic growth, promoting
human rights, defusing regional conflicts.
previous
The main focus remained on the theme
‘Attack the enemy before it attacks you’.
USA used these tactics against Iraq in
2003, fearing that Iraq is trying to develop
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
and can harm USA. Though they never
found any kind of WMD and Iraq has
become a big mess. American govern-
ment is still wants to use the same strate-
gy. Perhaps they think that Preemptive
strike will destroy the enemy and it would
be an end. But Preemptive attack on Iraq
has shown that it was not an end but start
of many problems. Even after 3 years
there is nothing in control. Preemptive
attacks though look like an advance act
but still infect it should be used as last a
resort.
Learning from a bad experience as

USA was almost standing alone on the
decision of Invading Iraq in 2003. USA
also wants to emphasis a bigger role in
working with other nations through diplo-
macy. Iran has been described as a great-
est single threat but this time USA is not
going all alone to solve this problem,
pushing for hard measures against Iran
through the United Nations while working
closely with European countries, Russia
and China. European countries have been
described as the “oldest and closest
friends and allies”. United States also
appreciated the expending role of NATO
in different parts of the world. While
working closely with other nations still
USA wants to lead the world *“ America
must lead by deed as well as by example.
This is how we plan to lead, and this is the
legacy we will leave to those who follow”.

Promoting democracy and ending
tyranny around the world is an essential
part of this strategy. No one will argue that
promoting democratic values in the world
is a very good thing but United States
must have equal values for the entire
world. People in philistine elected Hamas
in a free and fair election. Clearly
acknowledging that fact in NSS “The
Palestinian people voted in a process that
was free, fair, and inclusive. The
Palestinian people having made their
choice at the polls, the burden now shifts
to those whom they have elected to take
the steps necessary to advance peace,
prosperity, and statehood for the
Palestinian people.” Hamas may be con-

sidered as a terrorist group by USA but
during election Hamas slogan was not to
destroy Israel but to provide justice and
corruption free government to the
Palestinians. They still not formed any
government but why USA needs to put
hard actions against hamas before they do
anything. First let them to work and if
they fail to deliver what they are promis-
ing than many will support tough actions.

Is it also a Preemptive type of strategy
against an elected government? On other
hand for few reasons USA has closed its
eyes for many countries where there is no
democracy, no free and fair elections or
partial democracy.

Policies / strategies are made as guide-
lines for future actions and change few
things but this strategy will not bring any
big changes in United States on going
actions as almost all the measures
revealed in National Security Strategy are
under practice for long time. So it seems
that this time US government had decided
to work first and than make it into a strat-
egy. Does it mean that there are no new
thoughts for changes or on otherwise
United States is quite confident of its
actions and don’t think that they need any
changes.

Muhammad Imran Khan is assistant
director of Pakistan’s National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA).
He is an economic and commerce special-
ist and a freelance writer for several inter-
national newspapers.
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Spying on Americans

Bush’s spying on American cit-  that the Bush administration is e Obsession with National
izens is illegal, unconstitu- comparable to the fascist regimes  Security
tional, and much worse. I believe of Hitler, Mussolini, Franco, e Supremacy of the Military -

Bush’s warrant less eavesdropping
on American citizens is just anoth-
er instance, among many, which
characterizes the Bush administra-
tion as absolutely and categorical-
ly fascist.

legal and historical experts argue

Suharto, and Pinochet. There is
more than enough published evi-
dence to characterize the Bush
administration’s policies as fas-
cist, especially his using propa-
ganda and fear to rally support for

fascist regimes:

Government

Militarism and Empire Building
e Corporate Controlled Mass
Media; intertwined Religion and

* Merged State and Corporate
Powers (wealthy Power Elite)

e Disdain for Intellectuals,

Scientists and Artists

e Sexism (homophobia, anti-

abortion)

Punishment
* Executive Supremacy

e Disdain for the Recognition of

Human and Civil Rights.

and

e Obsession with Crime and

“loyalty to the Commander-In-
Chief*, because we are ‘at war‘.
However, I am convinced that
America is in extreme danger of
becoming a fascist state.
Regrettably, the US Congress
seems intransigently unwilling to
call a halt to Bush’s illegal spying,
restrict his torture and illegal
detention of "prisoners of war*
and otherwise hold him to account
for his many misdeeds. Who will
hold Bush accountable?

COMMION

e tide begins
to turn against
the Israeli Lobby

he United States of America has

been pursuing policies that are often

dictated by various interest groups

that have their own organs dedicat-

ed to insuring that these interests
influence Congressional or Executive decisions
on major issues of Government policy. It is part
of the democratic process and in more ways than
one it is a healthy sign of democracy at work. But
as of late, this sort of phenomena has led to many
leading American scholars, academicians, politi-
cal thinkers, journalists and other elements of the
society raising questions as to how much such
influence should be allowed in conducting polit-
ical affairs. Perhaps no such organ of influence
peddling has aroused the attention of such skep-
tics as that of the Pro-Israel lobby. Indeed, no
influence peddlers have enjoyed so much control
of United States Government policy as the Israel
lobby. To get a very good feel of this influence
and the unfavorable consequences this has had on
directing American policy one must read the
recent study produced by John Mearsheimer and
Stephen Walt called “The Israel Lobby”. This
study is available in the internet in long form
(issued by the Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University
(http://ksgnotes1.harvard.edu/Research/wpaper.n
st/rwp/RWP06-011/$File/rwp_06_011_walt.pdf)
and an edited version issued by the London
Review of Books
(http://www.Irb.co.uk/v28/n06/mear01_.html).
This observer must attest that no report or study
has ever dealt with this issue in such detail and
frankness and with strong authority as this study
and it should be read by anyone who really wants
to get an inside view of this powerful machinery
of the International Zionist Establishment and the
bearing it has had in wrongly directing American
foreign policy. Note that the report has left no
stone unturned in showing the moral as well as
the tangible costs this has had on American for-
eign policy.

The most convincing aspect of the study is that
it wholly relies on the sayings, writings and
doings of the elements that have come to shape
this lobby and its supporters and therefore its
contents can neither be disputed or questioned.
Even those who have sought to play down the
significance of the report or discredit it are
unable to contest any of the topics covered or the
contents. The study highlights the background of
the Lobby and how it has developed into the
overriding influence in the shaping of US foreign
policy in the Middle East for the last sixty years.
Reading the report clearly shows that the authors
knew that they were touching upon a highly con-
troversial issue, which was bound to raise a hell
of a storm among the elements of the Lobby.
Nevertheless as well known scholars in their
field, they felt that it was about time someone did
something that would increase the American pub-
lic’s awareness of the impact that the Lobby has
had in negatively influencing American foreign
policy.

The report starts off with noting the exorbitant
cost that the overzealous support to Israel has
been to the American taxpayer, which accumulat-
ed to US $ 140 billion over the years (without
mentioning the other indirect costs like the War
in Iraq — another product of the efforts of the
Lobby and the incalculable cost of leaked intelli-
gence and other by products of the work of the
Israel lobby).

In conclusion the report indicates the need to
look seriously at the negative impact of submit-
ting to the wishes of the Israeli lobby and the
need to find ways to circumvent it. Otherwise,
the United States is rapidly becoming a rouge
state in itself! We will highlight to our readers
important elements in the report in the following
issue (933) of the YT.
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As-Sahwa
weekly, 23 Mar
2006.

Main headlines

- JMP refuses the GPC’s mandate of
forming electoral committees through
the ministry of civil service

- Arab pledges to support Hamas

- All out strike by teachers paralyses
education in schools

- Islah forms a committee special for
the woman to run the elections

- Riot police surround motorcyclists in
front of parliament building

- Yemen Journalists Syndicate Council
refuses resignation of its chairman
writer Ali Abdullah Al-Wasie says in

an aricle that division among Muslims

and sowing enmity among them is a

great crime committed and everything

must be sacrificed for the sake of the

Muslims unity. But how will that be if

the Shiite ideology was built for dividing

the Muslims and incite enmity among

them? Of course we do not believe that

the Shiites in general understand that.

They are happy because they love

descendants of the prophet and feel

proud of that.

What is happening in Iraq bleeds the
heart. Areas are besieged and destroyed
and their people are killed every day for
nothing but because they are Sunnis. It is
as if those hiding behind those slogans
were waiting for the day when they find
themselves free to practice that entire
rancor. Why all these crimes? Why do
we find the entire Muslims are careless
about what is going on in Iraq? Their
brothers in Iraq wait from them to help
before they are annihilated if they are not
rescued from acts of the crusaders and
the Jews. All sides that conspire on Islam
have gathered in Iraq and the Sunni
Muslims are still not awake to see what
is happening in Iraq.

The Sunnis in Iraq are about to follow
their brothers in Iran where they are
considered as aliens in their homeland,
no one considers their condition and no
one knows what happens to them and in
what condition they are living. Many of
them died in prisons because they
complained and condemned what
happens to them of injustice and denial
of their least rights.

Al-Shumou
weekly, 18 Mar
2006.

Main headlines

- Al-Attas discloses resentment inside
authority

- GPC accuses the JMP of working to
postpone presidential elections

- Omantel, the third GSM operator
- Amidst administrative suppression,
the teachers begin their all out strike

The newspaper political editor writes
saying Iran is dealing with America, the
Great Satan with much sound judgment
and reason. Although it is using an
exciting language in its media, it uses on
the political side a language of common
interests, mutual respect and share of
orders.

The Iranian policy that adopts
maneuvering and dialogue with America
the Great Satan, has pushed it to a deep
understanding of possibilities of
controlling the reins of matters, at least
at the present time. That policy has
reached the level of coordination and
partnership with the White House to the
extent it has become one of the most
players in the region. For that it is now
putting forward its conditions in
dialogue with the United States about
Iraq where it has been able to build a
foothold and become the first player on
its arena, making it the trump card in
putting pressure on the other. That does
not absolutely mean putting aside
conditions of dialogue and realization of
the other side interests. On the contrary,
Iran has always tried to possess a
number of trump cards to reveal and
offer to the United States in return for
achievement of Iranian ideological
conditions. That ideology does not
absolutely contradict the American
interests in the region. That may have
given confidence to Iran’s attending of
dialogue between the two sides and has
made Iran the strong ally of the
American interests. Iran is at least is the
most capable in the Iraq affair and it can
direct it to the direction it desires either
in meekness towards the occupation or
the resistance. It has played in the
direction that satisfies to a great extent
the United States, at least in the question
of toppling the former regime in Iraq.

Al-Wasat weekly,
2 Mar 2006.

G i i

Main headlines

- Younger brother of former president
al-Hamdi announces his nomination to
presidency elections

- Amidst threats and attacks, the
teachers continue their open strike

- The Division replies: Visit of the
deputy American ambassador to the
division a routine one; the news
published about it antagonizes the
foreigner against the military
establishment

- Gulf report: Technical and political
problems prevent Yemen’s accession
to the GCC

- The parliament calls riot forces to
surround the motorcyclists’ sit-in in
front of its building

- The GPC inaugurates its electoral
campaign with an attempted
assassination, The attackers free and
the victim a defenseless opposition
member
Writer Mohamed al-Kazimy says in

an article under the difficult situations
our people are living and aggravation of
the crisis the ruling regime is facing with
its relations inside with the majority of
the people and the opposition forces or
in its foreign relations with the European
countries, particularly the United States,
and the approach of the presidential
elections, this years appears as decisive
in deciding the direction our country will
follow.

It is still early to predict that direction
categorically. That is linked to what the
coming months will reveal of events and
developments on the national arena,
including the election.

The JMP demands the formation of
another commission to run the elections
composed of equal number of members
fro the JMP and the GPC. The JMP also
demands prevention of the use of official
media, public property and public
officialdom by the ruling party so that
the elections to be transparent and just.
Nevertheless the ruling party insists on
keeping the present commission that is
composed of six members biased to it
and one member from the Islah party,
although the commission has confessed
of committing more than one violation
of the election law.

Hence, it no doubt appears that the
ruling party does not want the elections
to be transparent, just and decent. It also
does not want to let the competition in
the elections between it and the
opposition on basis of equality.

We have to wait and see whether the
parties of the JMP will remain sticking
to their stand even if they were
compelled to engage into a confrontation
with the ruling GPC.

Al-Thawri

weekly, organ of

the Yemen

Socialist Party

(YSP), 23 Mar

2006.

Main headlines

- The government encounters peaceful
protests with planes deal for fighting
riot

- Nationwide education process halt,
Teachers peaceful strike faced with
government terrorization

- Politicians: Elections Commission
insists on killing democracy

- MP al-Khabji: Threats will not prevent
us from defending human rights

- Violations against Dailami, Muftah
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- Two killed and two injured in Lahj

The newspaper’s political editor
discusses action of the Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum saying the announcement of
the SCER of what it called the nominees
for taking part in the committees of
checking voter lists emphasizes its
insistence on not only o being heedless
of the opinions and warnings of the JMP
parties but also to turn its back to he law
that regulates the electoral process.

By such behavior the SCER arouses
skepticism on progress of the electoral
process and the premeditated intentions
beforehand to influence the expected
results of those elections. Practically this
approach would lead to maintain the
present situations or re-produce them. A
matter which in case happened, will
undermine all prospects we hope the
elections will be an opportunity for
effecting a genuine change towards
spread of democracy, enhancement of
political participation and laying the
bricks for realization of peaceful transfer
of power.

The parties of the JMP have clarified
in their program for the political reform
and the documents they have issued in
this regard that there is no way for
getting out of the current tense situations
but by following the road of
comprehensive political reform as a
major approach for improving the
general situations in various fields and
reform all the courses. Such an opinion
is no longer a monopoly of the JMP but
rather common denomination of a large
and wide sector of the public opinion,
the political forces and civil society
organizations. The parties of the JMP
have clearly confirmed their opinion
concerning the guarantee of holding
competitive elections in order to come
out with results accepted by all and
defended by all.

Beyond

By: Vaclav Havel

11 revolutions, in the end,

turn from euphoria to dis-

illusion. In a revolution-

ary atmosphere of soli-

darity and self-sacrifice,
people tend to think that when their vic-
tory is complete, paradise on Earth is
inevitable. Of course, paradise never
comes, and — naturally - disappointment
follows. That seems to be the case in
Ukraine today, as its people prepare to
vote for a new parliament little more than
a year after their successful Orange
Revolution.

Post-revolutionary disillusion, espe-
cially after the revolutions against com-
munism - and in Ukraine’s case revolu-
tion against post-communism - is rooted
in psychology. New circumstances
imposed new challenges for most people.
Formerly, the state decided everything,
and many people, particularly in the mid-
dle and older generation, began to see
freedom as a burden, because it entailed
continuous decision-making.

I have sometimes compared this psy-
chological ennui to my own post-prison
situation: for years I yearned for freedom,
but, when finally released, I had to make
decisions all the time. Confronted sud-
denly with many options every day, one
starts to feel a headache, and sometimes
unconsciously wants to return to prison.

This depression is probably inevitable.
But, on a societal scale, it is eventually

revolutionary disillusion

overcome, as new generations grow up.
Indeed, 15 years after the disintegration
of Soviet Union, a new catharsis seems
underway, and Ukraine’s Orange
Revolution was part of that.

As Ukraine so clearly shows, the
process of self-liberation from commu-
nism was, by definition, associated with a
gigantic privatization. Naturally, mem-
bers of the old establishment, with their
inside knowledge and connections,
gained much of the privatized property.

This “inevitable” process poisoned
political life and the media, which led to
a strange state of limited freedom and a
mafia-like environment. The shadings
differed from country to country in the
post-communist world, but the new gen-
erations rising in these societies now
seem to be fed up with it.

Ukraine’s Orange Revolution, as well
as Georgia’s Rose Revolution, seems to
confirm this. While revolutions in the late
1980°s and early 1990’s were directed
against totalitarian communist regimes,
nowadays they aim to get rid of this
mafia-type post-communism.

But to make the change irreversible, a
truly independent and incorruptible judi-
ciary is essential. Too often in politically
connected cases, suspicions and charges
of wrongdoing are not pursued to an
unambiguous conclusion. This is under-
standable: the communist justice system
was manipulated to serve the regime, and
thousands of judges cannot be replaced
overnight.

Although it is clear that a return to the
old Soviet Union is not possible, some
blame Russian influence for the disillu-
sion in Ukraine. Yes, there are some
alarming elements in Russian policy,
mostly because Russia has never really
known where it begins and where it ends.
It either owned or dominated many other
nations, and now it is only with grudging
reluctance dealing with the loss of them
all. Some of Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s statements seem to recall the
Soviet era with nostalgia. Indeed, he
recently called the disintegration of the
Soviet Union a tragic mistake.

But Soviet nostalgia has far more to do
with Russia’s traditional Great Power
ambitions than with communism. Russia,
I believe, should clearly say — and the
international community should clearly
say to Russia — that it has defined borders
that will not be questioned, because dis-
puted borders lie at the core of most con-
flicts and wars.

On the other hand, I don’t want to
demonize Putin. He may lower oil prices
for someone close to him, like Belarus’
dictator Alexander Lukashenko, and
insist on a market price for someone else,
but that’s basically all he can do. I don’t
envision any serious conflict beyond that.

The promise of Western integration is
one reason that conflict seems impossi-
ble, for it is a question of geography as
much as shared values and culture.
Ukraine belongs to a united European
political entity; the values that Ukraine

endorses and that are embedded in its his-
tory are European to the core. The Czech
experience shows that implementing all
of the European Union’s norms so as to
be ready to qualify for membership takes
some time. But in principle, Ukraine can
succeed as well.

Much the same is true for Ukraine and
NATO. Partnerships based on shared
rules, standards, and values are the heart-
beat of modern security. Moreover,
NATO in a way defines the sphere of a
civilization, which of course doesn’t
mean that NATO’s community is better
than any other. But it’s a community that
is good to belong to — provided that peo-
ple want it and that it makes historical
sense for them.

NATO membership carries obliga-
tions, because situations may arise — and
we have already experienced them —
when NATO follows a United Nations
appeal and conducts an out-of-area mili-
tary intervention where, for example,
genocide is being committed. In other
words, NATO membership, like EU
membership, comes at a price. However,
I think that the advantages far outweigh
any possible disadvantages. It is up to
Ukrainians to decide this for themselves
and thus to overcome post-revolutionary
disillusion.

Vdclav Havel is former President of the
Czech Republic.
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he hysteric media

barrage the political

regime is launching

against the opposition

parties entails a bad
omen of the coming few months prior
to the presidential and local elections.
Upon hearing rumors that the former
president of the South Yemen Ali
Naser Mohammed would run for
office, the regime has opened up the
question of the mass graves of the
January 13, 1986 Aden, bringing into
mind of the Yemeni people the
agonies of the infighting and
reviving the bloodshed memories and
hatred sentiments.

Again, the state-run- and -financed
media have also tried to revive the
hostilities between the socialists,
saying that the socialists of the North
have controlled everything and left
nothing for the socialists of the
South.

Last Thursday, the 26 September
newspaper of the army said the US
embassy had given the government
some important documents about the
South during 1980s. It described
these documents as important,
revealing secrets of the conflict
between the leaders of the socialist
party at that time and other relevant
issues to their term in office.

This is really stupid. What does it
mean to incite such kind of
sentiments? Won’t this hamper the
national unity and stability of the
country? They always say the unity is
a “red line” and a taboo that must not
be touched whatsoever the reason. I
agree with my colleague Jamal
Anaam when he said that the unity of
the political parties is a part of the
overall unity of the country.
President Ali Abdullah Saleh has
been always giving sermons on the
importance of keeping the country
united, burying the past hostilities
and looking ahead for a better
tomorrow. Why now recalling the
past with all its miseries and pains?
Won’t this stir up the anger the
people of the South who are now
lamenting the pre-unification era
wherein law and order was respected
and cherished by everybody, despite
the other wrongdoings of the socialist
regime.

One can not really spell out the
unwise and unruly discourse of the
political regime and the ruling party
media only in the context of the
substantial impasse they are going
through.

The political regime used to keep
an iron grip over everything, even the
opposition parties, sorting out
differences with them through
bargains and deals. But, when it has
found out that these ways will no
longer work out, it is going nuts and

Please do not ask
for more trouble!

is behaving like a child who holds a

gun and starts firing against
everybody without knowing the
consequences.

The ruling party’s conflict with the
Joint Meeting Opposition parties’
coalition over the election committee
and the decision of the opposition to
mount its opposition against the
election committee way of running
the voters’ register update aloof the
political parties, and its threat to
agitate the public protest against
such measures- all have drive the
political regime crazy. The regime
of Saleh knows the grave
consequences of running the election
this way without the involvement of
the political parties. It understands
that even if the opposition takes part
in voting and refuses the results
because the election committee
conducted the election committee
alone, then hell will break loose. The
election winner will not be legitimate
and this might lead to protests
country wise if the opposition

continues to uphold this firm
position. I m not here trying to
defend the opposition but their

demand to guarantee a fair play,
which is, in fact, the first good step
the opposition has taken and must go
ahead with it. Otherwise, absence of
election fairness will lead to nothing
but frustration and disbelief in a
democracy that brings no change.

Hey guys wake up and do not ask
for trouble. This is not just a small
trick as you always make. The
consequences of instigating such
sentiments and reviving the past
memories of the South during the
socialist are grave. For God’s sake do
not play with the fire and embroil the
country into the turmoil of further
mess and trouble. I can behold our
political life clouded with suspense
and fear of the coming few days.

We are already plagued with heavy
problems and challenges at different
levels. Yemen can not afford more
trouble and crises. Our regime has
been presenting initiatives and
proposals to reform the whole world
problems, reform of the Arab League,
UN and the recent one is to be
delivered the Arab League Summit
concerning Arab solidarity. This is
really stark madness. Our people in
charge should better think about our
own challenges and how to go out of
this critical time in our history
wherein the whole system is likely
to collapse unless serious and earnest
actions are taken immediately.

Let us keep our fingers crossed in
the hope that the regime will realize
the serious consequences of its stupid
tricks on the country and its future
hanging in the balance. Don’t you
think so?!
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A Yemeni prodigy in Germany

To excel in Yemen is brilliant, but to excel
in Germany, that’s another story.

By: Shaker Mohammed

‘ ‘ want to say that Mr.
Mohammed  Al-Saidi
got outstanding grades

within his studies in

economics and achieved
this in an amazing short period,” wrote
professor Dr. Dietfried Gunter Liesegang
of  Heidelberg’s Ruprecht-Karls
University in his confirmation letter. He
further added, “We are proud to have him
at our institution.”

Born 23 years ago in Al-Qafr district in
Ibb province, Mohammed Abdullah Al-
Saidi now draws the attention of German
media. In an interview with German daily
Rhein-Neckar-Zeitung published in its
March 4-5 issue, Al-Saidi was recognized
for his exceptional achievements. “The
fastest student in a German institution of
higher education until the exam-year
2004 comes from Yemen,” wrote the

newspaper.

Mohammed Al-Saidi

Now nearly five years since he came to
Germany, he describes them as “the most
important and influential years of my
life.” Al-Saidi left Yemen for Germany
when he was almost 18. During his stud-
ies in Yemen, he spent most of his time
taking educational courses outside school
such as language and computer classes.

“Since my father was the manager of
several Central Bank branches in small
cities, the whole family had to move with
him. So we, the children, got used to
changing schools and friends,” he narrat-
ed. The family moved among several
provinces: Sana’a, Dhamar, Hajja and
Ibb.

Al-Saidi was “a pretty good student,”
participating in various interschool con-
tests in Hajja and on the national level.

“Generally speaking, in my time at
school, I was a pretty normal student,
except for the fact that I was among the
best students in school,” he said. “But the
most exciting times for me were at the
holidays. I normally would go to our
house in Sana’a and spend the holiday
visiting computer or language courses.”

Al-Saidi’s  high achievement in
Germany is attributed to his attitude of
gratitude toward his parents, admitting
that the most central facet of his life is
“the unlimited support and trust of my
parents.” They had so much confidence
in him that he began thinking, “This trust
is not normal,” a notion that vanishes at
the fact that they know from experience
that he will not let them down and always
will exceed their expectations.

His father wrote to the Yemen Times
expressing appreciation for his son’s
achievement: “Thank God we have suc-
ceeded in the task of bringing up our son
Mohammed, who has reached this excel-
lent scientific level. This shows that
Yemen has brilliant and creative minds. It
is all Yemenis’ pride.”

In grade 12, Al-Saidi received the sixth
best grade in Hajja province, thus secur-
ing a scholarship to Syria that later
changed to Germany.

His childhood was characterized by
diverse interests and he was well known
among the school community. He used to
print recognition certificates for School
Bests, write notes in English and read
political essays for the morning program.
“The talent of being interested in differ-
ent things at the same time and my liking
discussions brought me a lot of respect
from other students,” he said. However,
this talent also contributed to his having
only a few buddies, those whom he could
“discuss with or were good enough to
learn together profitably.”

Al-Saidi spent most of his time after
school reading magazines and newspa-
pers, watching political TV shows and
learning languages and computer. The
year after he finished secondary school,
he came to envision his path in life. He
visited YALI language school and got to
know people from Western cultures for
the first time. “I believe language is the
door to a lot of new and unlimited knowl-
edge in the global world,” he asserted.

He took the TOEFL exam in Sana’a
and traveled to Syria on a scholarship
granted by the Yemeni government.
However, already having plans to move
to Germany, he left Syria after four
months, arriving in Germany April 2001.

“I was received by members of my
family who already live there,” Al-Saidi
said. “I couldn’t speak the language at all,

so I first had to attend language school. I
spent the first five months in the northern
German city of Miinster and after that, I
moved to the city of Karlsruhe where I
continued learning language for 10 more
months.” He faced some tough times,
once having to sleep at the rail station,
yet, he generally describes his experience
as “very good,” and Germans as “really
helpful and supportive.”

After a year and a half, he began his
preparatory year in Heidelberg. By that
time, he could communicate in the lan-
guage and had come to discover new
things about his host country. “It was
amazing — the City Library with access to
unlimited knowledge, different people
from different cultures, the many free-
doms one can enjoy and opportunities to
excel and get much of what you want.”

He realized his first major achievement
in Germany in prep school. He began
first semester as a normal student, but his
teachers soon noticed he could acquire
knowledge much faster and had the
potential to go on to the next semester.

“The German education system is built
in such a way that talented students can
and must have the chance to acquire
knowledge according to their abilities,
whereas in Yemen, it’s difficult to jump a
class, even if you have the talent to do so.
In Germany, teachers have the obligation

then, after some time, he was permitted to
go on to another diploma program. He
began studying the diploma in economics
for a year, finishing half of the two-year
program with pretty good grades.
Consequently, he was readily able to take
up the parallel study. After a year, he was
studying two diploma programs in four
subjects — economics, politics, philoso-
phy and law. He studied two more semes-
ters and completed half of the second
diploma.

In his fifth semester, a German friend
told him he’d read a newspaper article
about a German student at another uni-
versity who was being celebrated as the
fastest student in Germany because he
finished his diploma in five semesters.
He therefore received a special award
from a private foundation, as well as
another award and a lot of attention from
his university.

“I had accomplished nearly double
what this German student had — a diplo-
ma in economics, half of a second diplo-
ma and four language courses in only
four semesters.” His German friend sug-
gested he contact the media out of “moral
obligation,” which was true, as what he
had done not only was relevant to him-
self, but also to Yemen and foreign stu-
dents who face numerous problems.
German media found Al-Saidi’s universi-
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And we, that now make
merry in the room
They left, and summer
3 dresses in new bloom, 2
<+ Ourselves must we beneath <
the couch of earth
Descend, ourselves to make a
couch-for whom?
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fairly high grade for his work.

In Germany, Al-Saidi’s spare time is
occupied by two main activities: his love
of music and his role at the student organ-
ization. Having discovered music in
Germany — “I've since been fascinated
by it” — he’s particularly interested in

{nan) Ein bisschen unglaubig héatten die
Leute vom Prifungsamt schon geschaut, als [T
er am Ende des vierten Semesters seine Di- |
plomarbeit abgegeben hat, erinnert sich Mo-
hammad Al-Saidi. Aber das hatte schon alles
seine Richtigkeit. Der junge Mann hat sein
Diplom der Volkswirtschaftslehre in Heidel-
berg nach nur vier Semestern in der Tasche
gehabt. Parallel dazu ist er auch in seinen Ma-
gisterfdchern Politologie und Philosophie im
Hauptstudium, Musikwissenschaften kom-
men jetzt als zweites Nebenfach dazu

Wie macht man das? ,Keine Ahnung, ich
war schon in der Schule sehr schnell, Viel- [§%

Ein Superstreber ist er nicht, nur unglaublich schnell

Mohammad Al-Saidi machte sein Diplom in Volkswirtschaftslehre in nur vier Semestern — Der 23-jahrige Jemenite ist vielseitig interessiert

Welt, vermittelt Auslandspraktika und be- ibersetzt die jemenitische Botschaft die Mel-
treut Praktikanten aus dem Ausland. Die Ar- dungen Gher das Blitzstudium fiir die Zeit
beit dort macht ihm Spafl, auBerdem gehére gen in seiner Heimat ins Arabische

irgendein Engagement auch zum Studium turattachéhat sogar meinen Onkel, das Fami-
dazu, findet er lienoberhaupt, angerufen. Und der wieder
Der schnellste Student an einer deutschen meinen Vater, Das hat meine Eltern unglaub
B Hochschule bis zum Prifungsjahr 2004 lich stolz gemacht®, erzahlt Al-Saidi, Dies sei
kommt aus dem Jemen. Er hat fiinf Schwes- auch das Beste, was er ihnen daheim fiir ihre
tern und zwei Briider, Sein Vater arbeitet bei  Hilfe zuriickgeben konne,
der jementtischen Zentralbank. Als bester Nach dem Diplom génnte sich der junge
chulabgénger in seiner Provinz erhielt Al- Mann ein Urlaubssemester. Das nulzte er
Saidi von der Regierung Jemens ein Stipendi- nicht nur fur die Mitarbeit bei AIESEC, son.
um iiber fiinf Jahre. Deutschland suchte er dern auch zum Schmieden neuer Plane. Ne-

ch zum Studieren eher aus pragmatischen ben dem Magisterstudium will er ab kom-
At i dopi e 4 5 AT il i

The article published on German newspaper Rhein-Neckar-Zeitung.

to encourage and help talented students
do just that.” Therefore, his teachers con-
stantly motivated Al-Saidi to take the
next step.

Feeling more convenient with the
German education system that unleashes
students’ potential, he decided to embark
on parallel study, i.e., two diplomas
simultaneously.

When he first arrived in Germany, Al-
Saidi intended to study something useful
for his future career like computer sci-
ence, business information or engineer-
ing. After two years of learning the lan-
guage and studying at prep school, he
learned an important lesson: “It doesn’t
really matter what you study, as long as
you study something you really like and,
if possible, something you’re good at.”

Therefore, he modified his plans,
beginning a diploma in economics and

Maymoun: I like Islamic

By: Yemen Times Staff

19-year-old Maymoun Abdu Al-
Hamadani who lives in Taiz is practic-
ing calligraphy and Isalamic ornamen-
tation. He is studying at the Arts
Institute in the city of Taiz.

His skill as a calligrapher appeared
about six years ago and was influenced
by a calligrapher and draftsman called
Fath Al-Rahman. He also learned cal-
ligraphy rules from books he borrowed
from friends.

“They jeered at me that I devote my
time to calligraphy,” he said, complain-
ing of some people’s disregard for art.
He is practicing décor as a profession
for a living. Although décor is an artis-
tic profession, he feels more at home
with calligraphy and Islamic ornamen-
tation inside mosques. He works either
on paper, boards or walls of mosques
by carving plaster.

Arabic words are
written in different [
styles of calligraphy
but he always writes

Maymoun Al-Hamadani

rulers, for instance, were giving awards
for the best works of calligraphy.”

He relates that in Indonesia, there are
schools for teaching calligraphy and the
people are interested in calligraphy.

calligraphy

of faith that is to say faith culminates in
Islamic calligraphy and artistic inscrip-
tions.”

He spoke about the difficulties he
encountered for example no institute is
teaching calligraphy. He himself
learned it just by observation of some
craftsmen in his neighborhood. He also
does not have enough time to put into
this spiritually rewarding interest.
However, the most important thing is
that there is no official encouragement
for calligraphers. “What we here in the
media is rhetoric,” he said. He cited the
example of the Sana’a as the Arab
Culture Capital year during which only
one activity featured a calligraphy exhi-
bition and that was for a Yemeni artist
living in Turkey.” What is similarly bit-
ter is that when people come to the
works, many of them look at them
superficially and hastily due to lack of

artistic awareness.
7 Maymoun said
| that he has drawn
. one hundred artis-
~ | tic representations

in Kufi, a type of cal-
ligraphy named after
the town of Al-Kufah
in Iraq. “I like the
Kufi calligraphy
because it is most
adopted in Islamic
inscriptions. It also
yokes calligraphy and
ornamentation,” he
said.

He points out that
nowadays people are -
not oblivious to the
importance of callig- |
raphy as part of the
Islamic heritage. He £
compared the current
situation to times in the past. “Contrary
to what we see nowadays, the Ottoman

They are teaching it to kids. “I saw on
Al-Jazeera TV a program featuring a
calligraphy school with 20 thousand
students. They consider it the essence

of the word Allah,
w0 each of which is
| totally different

He is still gener-
ating more ideas
_ for how to do it.
{ He said that
computer-
.| based draw-
. ings are not
| real art. “They
are artificial
and kills the
= talents of cal-
ligraphers,” he said.
His dream is to exhibit his works at a
gallery in Sana’a. He also wants to be
an authority on calligraphy and pub-
lishes books on its rules.

ty history to be unique and record-break-
ing.

In his university studies, he focused on
international and development themes
like international trade, globalization and
development economics. In his final eco-
nomics thesis, he wrote about industrial
estates, notable in many countries around
the world, including Arab countries like
Egypt and Jordan. He recently received a

playing one instrument, the guitar. He
learned the skill from a German col-
league and now plays masterfully. “I
often describe it as if | had a bachelor’s in
guitar.”

In terms of planning, Al-Saidi is a self-
confessed “freak.” In his first semester at
the university, he developed a four-year
plan and stuck to it to the letter. Two
months ago, he developed a new four-

year-plan and he’s determined to be just
as committed to it. Many ambitions are
enshrined in this newly-coined plan: he’s
to finish his second diploma in the next
year and half, do a doctorate in econom-
ics and simultaneously begin language
training in French and Spanish, then
Chinese and Russian.

Additionally, he really likes his role
with student organization AIESEC,
where he befriends many people from
different nations. He noted that AIESEC
is the world’s largest international student
organization seeking to promote cultural
understanding via student exchange in
traineeships in many countries. In the
organization’s Heidelberg-based commit-
tee, Al-Saidi is responsible for trainees
coming to Heidelberg companies, ensur-
ing new trainees integrate themselves
into Heidelberg and begin their trainee-
ships well.

Al-Saidi describes his German experi-
ence and his future plans in two words:
freedom and responsibility. He intends to
continue using this freedom, but at the
same time, he has resolved not to forget
his commitments “toward people and
things I owe. With my further plans, I
hope to deliver to my originating country,
Yemen, something that’s socially relevant
to this great and beautiful country.”

e plan our cities near

water; we bathe in

water; we play in

water; we work with

water. Our
economies are built on the strength of
water transportation - and the products
we buy and sell are all partly water, in
one way or another. Our daily lives are
built on water, and shaped by it. Without
the water that surrounds us - the humidi-
ty of the air, the roughness of the river's
current, the flow from the kitchen tap -
our lives would be impossible.

In recent decades, water has fallen in
our esteem. No longer an element to be
revered and protected, it is a consumer
product that we have shamefully neg-
lected. Eighty percent of our bodies are
formed of water, and two thirds of the
planet's surface is covered by water:
water is our culture, our life.

The theme 'Water and Culture' of
WWD 2006 draws attention to the fact
that there are as many ways of viewing,
using, and celebrating water as there are
cultural traditions across the world.
Sacred, water is at the heart of many reli-
gions and is used in different rites and
ceremonies. Fascinating and ephemeral,
water has been represented in art for cen-
turies - in music, painting, writing, cine-
ma - and it is an essential factor in many
scientific endeavours as well.

Each region of the world has a differ-
ent way of holding water sacred, but
each recognizes its value, and its central
place in human lives. Cultural traditions,
indigenous practices, and societal values
determine how people perceive and
manage water in the world's different
regions.

Facts and figures about water reli-
gions and beliefs

The UNESCO Water Portal Weekly
Update No. 122 published in December
2005 the following facts and figures
about water religions and beliefs:

Water plays a central role in many
religions and beliefs around the world:
Source of life, it represents (re)birth.
Water cleans the body, and by extension
purifies it, and these two main qualities

confer a highly symbolic — even sacred -
status to water. Water is therefore a key
element in ceremonies and religious
rites.

Water is often perceived as a god,
goddess or divine agency in religions.
Rivers, rain, ponds, lakes, glaciers, hail-
storms or snow are some of the forms
water may take when interpreted and
incorporated in cultural and religious
spheres.

Religious water is never neutral and
passive. It is considered to have powers
and capacities to transform this world,
annihilate sins and create holiness. Water
carries away pollution and purifies both
in a physical and symbolical sense.
Water is a living and spiritual matter,
working as a mediator between humans
and gods. It often represents the border
between this world and the other.

Islam

For Muslims, water serves above and
beyond all for purification. There are
three sorts of ablutions:

e The first and most important
involves washing the whole body; it
is obligatory after intercourse, and
recommended before the Friday
prayers and before touching the
Koran.

¢ Before each of the five daily prayers,
Muslims must bathe their head,
wash their hands, forearms and feet.
All mosques provide a water source,
usually a fountain, for this ablution.

e  When water is scarce, followers of
Islam use sand to cleanse them-
selves; this is the third form of ablu-
tion.

Buddhism

e Water is used in Buddhist funerals. It
is poured and overflows into a bowl
placed before the monks and the
dead body. As it fills and pours over
the edge, the monks recite ‘As the
rains fill the rivers and overflow into
the ocean, so likewise may what is
given here reach the departed.’

Christianity
e Water is intrinsically linked to bap-

World Day for Water 2006:
Water and Culture

tism, a public declaration of faith
and a sign of welcome into the
Christian church. When baptised,
one is fully or partially immersed in
water, or one’s head may simply be
sprinkled with a few drops of water.
The sacrament has its roots in the
Gospel, wherein it is written that
Jesus was baptised by John the
Baptist in the River Jordan. In bap-
tism, water symbolizes purification,
the rejection of the original sin.
‘In the New Testament, 'living water'
or 'water of life' represents the spirit of
God, that is, eternal life.

Hinduism

e Water is imbued with powers of
spiritual purification for Hindus, for
whom morning cleansing with water
is an everyday obligation. All tem-
ples are located near a water source,
and followers must bathe before
entering the temple. Many pilgrim-
age sites are found on river banks;
sites where two, or even three, rivers
converge are considered particularly
sacred.

Judaism

e Jews use water for ritual cleansing to
restore or maintain a state of purity.
Hand-washing before and after
meals is obligatory.

e Although ritual baths, or mikveh,
were once extremely important in
Jewish communities, they are less so
now; they remain, however, compul-
sory for converts.

e Men attend mikveh on Fridays and
before large celebrations, women
before their wedding, after giving
birth and after menstruation.

Shinto

e This religion is based on the venera-
tion of the kami, innumerable deities
believed to inhabit nature. Worship
of the kami must always begin by a
ritual of purification with water.

e This act restores order and balance
between nature, humans and the
deities.

e Waterfalls are considered sacred in
Shinto

Source: www.worldwaterday.org
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Water war in Yemen

By: Amel Al-Ariqi
amelllarigi@yahoo.com

ike other countries, last

week Yemen celebrated the

annual March 22 World

Water Day, the same week

media reported a struggle
between Hajja and Amran tribes over a
well located between the two gover-
norates.

According to news reports, armed
clashes between the two sides forced
many families to leave their homes and
migrate. News reports confirmed that
authorities arrested 20 hostages from
the two sides in an attempt to stop the
fighting, which continues as of this
writing.

This is not the first or only such clash
to occur between Yemeni tribes or indi-
viduals due to water. The struggle takes
many forms. For example, qat farmers
pay more to transport water to their
farms, thereby preventing other com-
munity members from using water for
other proposes.

This is exactly what happened in
Dhamar governorate wherein citizens
complained that some farmers trans-
ported water by water tankers from the
governorate to other regions to water
qat farms, which directly affected the
governorate’s water supply. Dhamar
authorities later established outposts
(road bases) to prevent the water
tankers from going outside the gover-
norate.

The struggle takes place even among
government sector experts and techni-
cians who demand reconsidering each
sector’s water share. For example, agri-
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Agricultural sector consumes 90 percent of annual water use.Puoro source: FAO

cultural sector experts, whose sector
consumes around 90 percent of annual
water use, according to the National
Water Sector Strategy and Investment
Program 2005-2009 (NWSSIP), warn
of constant pressures upon farmers.

According to the experts, such pres-
sures reflect negatively on agricultural
production, leading to economic and
nurture problems. Since all groundwater
around cities effectively is harnessed
and overexploited for agricultural use,
the cost of new urban water supplies is
likely to rise sharply, as water must be
brought from further afield and from
greater depths.

Many main cities currently are expe-
riencing unprecedented water shortage,
particularly as Water Authorities are
unable to keep pace with new housing

and industrial developments. Such
cities’ water supply in basins is reducing
dramatically.

For example, some families in Taiz
city are allowed a water share only once
every 10 days’ however, this period has
been extended to a month in order for
water to reach houses. Therefore, city
authorities negotiated 10 years with the
nearby rural area of Habir before reach-
ing an agreement in 2002. Taiz is
allowed to extract water from a previ-
ously untapped deep aquifer in
exchange for investments in the vil-
lage’s water supply, schools and
women’s centers, as well as joint moni-
toring of water extraction to ensure a
sustainable flow.

Such struggle or competition is not
strange in Yemen, wherein total annual

renewable water resources are estimat-
ed at 2.4 billion cubic meters. Thus,
with a population of around 21 million,
this amounts to little more than 125
cubic meters per person annually, com-
pared with the Middle East and North
Africa average of 1.250 cubic meters
per person.

According to World Bank reports,
Yemen’s problem is more critical given
that water resources are distributed
unevenly and that 90 percent of the pop-
ulation has less than 90 cubic meters of
water annually for domestic use, which
is 10 percent below the worldwide
norm. Reports estimate that only 44 per-
cent of the population has access to
main water supplies and only 12 percent
to safe sanitation.

In general, all surface water resources
— 60 percent of Yemen’s renewable
resources — already are being exploited
beyond the level of renewal. This very
rapid development has brought with it
major problems. Groundwater is being
mined at such a rate that parts of the
rural economy could dry up. Areas
under greatest pressure are the central
highlands, the western escarpment and
coastal plains.

Although Yemen has many authori-
ties specialized in dealing with water
issues, such as the Ministry of Water
and Environment (MWE) and the
National Water Resource Authority
(NWRA), these authorities face many
difficulties in activating rules and poli-
cies. Such authorities have lacked the
technical means, legal instruments and
political will to regulate sinking of
wells and groundwater extraction.

In this regard, Mahmoud Sultan,

NWRA studies and research sector
director, stated to media that govern-
ment concern about the water issue
came very late. “Government concern
came out after the emergence of serious
problems like the Taiz city water short-
age and the obvious threat of drought in
Sana’a and Sa’ada basins,” he noted.
Christopher Ward, Principal
Operations Officer for the Middle East
and North Africa in the World Bank’s
Water and Environment Department,
described Yemen’s water crisis when he
wrote, “Yemen has fallen into a water
crisis characterized by very rapid min-
ing of groundwater, extreme water sup-
ply shortages in major cities and limited
access to safe drinking water. The main
causes of the crisis include rising
demand for water as the population
grows and market-led agriculture devel-
ops; the unregulated exploitation of effi-
cient use and sustainable management.”
Yemen may not be the only country
facing a water crisis, as 1.1 billion peo-

Community participation in water management.

ple worldwide still lack access to clean
water and more than one in three - 2.6
billion - do not have access to any type
of toilet or latrine, according to a 2006
UN report. However, the rate of water
exhaustion of aquifers is proceeding so
fast in Yemen that no other capital city
faces the dire prospect of running out of
water within the next decade, according
to MWE experts.

Yemen’s water crisis is not only cre-
ating economic problems, it’s also
opening the door to tribal clashes, as is
happening nowadays. Therefore, it is
important that the government create
partnership between local communities
and involved authorities. Community
participation in choice of technology
and selecting the level of service it can
afford is a possible means to reducing
costs and expanding coverage to a larg-
er population. Such participation can be
achieved through public awareness
campaigns, clear and realistic priorities,
and close partnership with water users.

.0 "
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Honey: medicine of the Qur’an for all diseases (Part 2 of 2)

By: Dr. Qazi Shaikh Abbas Borhany
qazishkborhany@ hotmail.com

cientific research that is in
accordance with Sharia has
helped us a lot in under-
standing some honey issues
in much greater depth. A
Hadith points out a tradition that says,
“If it is used at least thrice in a month
at early morning, the one who uses it
will remain safe from diseases.” Fresh
honey is highly beneficial but should
not be used with fish, vinegar, radish or
melon. Always store honey in a glass
jar that should not have even a single
drop of water, as even a few drops of
water can destroy honey’s value.

Beneficial for cardiac patients

The heart muscle works continuously
and needs glucose to make up energy
expended. When a very small quantity
of glucose (0.1 percent) is added to
physiological saline in which an isolat-
ed heart is immersed, the heart will
continue working outside the body for
four days.

Honey has a beneficial effect on the
heart because it contains much easily
assimilated glucose. It has been noted
that it has an invaluable effect on the
weakened heart muscle in various
types of cardiac diseases. Even diabet-
ics can take honey, since pure honey
improves cardiac activity. Honey caus-
es veins to expand and improves circu-
lation through coronary arteries.

Anti-diarrheal properties

At a concentration of 40 percent, honey
has a bactericidal effect on various
intestinal bacteria known to cause diar-
rhea and dysentery such as Salmonella,
Shigella and enteric pathogens like E.
coli and Vibrio cholera. In one study,
honey given with oral dehydration
fluid was shown to reduce the duration
of bacterial diarrhea in infants and chil-
dren. (1).

Anti-tussive and expectorant prop-
erties

Honey’s anti-cough properties are
related to its capacity to dilute
bronchial secretions and improve func-
tion of the bronchial epithelium.
Uncontaminated or pure honey is a nat-
ural, healthy, energy-rich and easily-
digestible food. Observation of treat-

This information is provided
to supplement care provided
by your physician. It is
neither intended nor implied
to be a substitute for medical
advice.

ment for lung abscesses in
professor F. A. Udintsev’s
clinic at the Kiev Medical
Institute has drawn attention.
Three patients were given
100 to 150 grams of honey a
day, resulting in considerable
improvement. They began to
feel better, their appetites
improved and they began put- g
ting on weight. Their hemo-
globin increased, while the
erythrocyte sedimentation rate
(ESR) decreased. Patients
coughed less and the amount [
of sputum decreased; they
began urinating more during
the day than at night (the |
opposite was the case before
honey was given); and a bene-
ficial effect also was noted on
the gastrointestinal tract.(£).

Anti-bacterial and anti-fun-
gal properties

These are well-established
properties of honey. Undiluted |
honey inhibits bacterial
growth such as
Staphylococcus aureus, cer-
tain intestinal pathogens and
fungi such as Candida albicans. At a
concentration of 30-50 percent, honey
has been shown to be superior to cer-
tain conventional antibiotics in treating
urinary tract infections. ( 1),

Diabetic cure

A recent study published in the Journal
of Family Practice reports the case of a
79-year-old man with Type 2 diabetes
who developed foot ulcers. After 14
months of care costing $390,000,
which included five hospitalizations
and four surgeries, the ulcers measured
8x5 cm and 3x3 cm and were resistant
to effects of the best antibiotics.

During this time, the patient lost two
toes but refused below-the-knee ampu-
tation, despite being informed by two
different surgical teams that without it,
he likely would die. The patient even-
tually was discharged to his home at
his request. He lost a third toe before
consenting to a trial of topical honey.

Once-daily, thick applications of
ordinary honey were smeared on gauze
and placed on the wounds, which then
were wrapped. Oral antibiotics and
saline dressings were discontinued, but
otherwise, treatment was unchanged.
Dressing changes were painless and
the serum glucose remained in excel-
lent control.

New tissue appeared within two
weeks, with the ulcers healing com-
pletely in six to 12 months. Two years
have passed and the ulcers have not
reoccurred. The patient moves about
with a walker and reports improved

Honey seller in his shop.

quality of life.

Researchers state that as diabetes
incidents increase, it’s important to
identify effective strategies to reduce
amputation rates, both to improve qual-
ity of life and decrease costs. They also
recommend random controlled trials to
determine efficacy and invite physi-
cians to consider topical honey therapy
for patients with refractory diabetic
foot ulcers. (2).

Medical experts still dispute the
topic, with some firmly believing that
honey is a cure, while others say it’s
injurious to diabetics.

The Prophet Mohammed (pbuh)
drank honey in the early morning and
in the afternoon. The Sunnat is a bless-
ing if one has no doubt. The user
achieves two advantages simultaneous-
ly: one is physical, which is a cure, and
the other is spiritual blessing.

Sayedna Abdullah bin Abbas provid-
ed the Hadith, “You have sources of
cure and remedies — Qur’an and
honey.” This Hadith is a forceful cate-
gorical reply to arguments based on the
opinion of medical experts who disal-
low honey’s use for diabetics. Honey
provides the quickest energy boost for
longer endurance without a big drop in
blood sugar later.

Wound healing and anti-inflamma-
tory properties

Al Shaikh Al-Rais, Abi Ali Ibn Sina,
considered honey to have absorbing
properties, recommending a waterless
ointment of honey and wheat flour to

PHOTO BY MAJDI AL_SAQQAF

treat wounds. Honey is of
value in treating burns, infect-
| ed surgical wounds and decu-
bitus ulcers in that honey is
very viscous, thereby enabling
it to absorb water from sur-
y rounding inflamed tissue. It
also has been suggested that
honey may be useful in treat-
s ing chronic, foul smelling
ulcers seen in leprosy. Honey
is unique and has an excellent
“track record” — more than
4,000 years’ usage as a wound
dressing.

Dr. Peter Molan, a leading
honey researcher for the past
three decades and a biochem-
istry professor at New
Zealand’s Waikato University,
says of honey’s anti-microbial
=/ properties: “Honey speeds
healing of open wounds and
also  combats  infection.
Modern science now acknowl-
edges honey as an anti-micro-
bial agent, meaning it deters
growth of certain types of bac-
teria, yeast and molds.

“Honey and beeswax form
the basis of many skin creams,
lip balms and hand lotions. Thanks to
honey’s ability to absorb moisture from
the air, it facilitates the healing process
and prevents scarring because it stimu-
lates growth of epithelial cells that
form the new skin covering a healed
wound. In this way, even in the case of
large wounds, honey may eliminate the
need for tissue transplantation.” ( 1),

). ().

Quick burn treatment

Random trials have shown that honey
is more effective in controlling infec-
tion in burn wounds than silver sulfadi-
azine, the antibacterial ointment hospi-
tals use most widely (Honey against
infected skin lesions). A 1991 study by
Dr. Subrahmanyam compared results
of topical honey application on burns
with conventional burn treatment using
silver sulfadiazine. Results showed
that within a week, 91 percent of
infected wounds treated with honey
were free of infection, compared to less
than seven percent of silver sulfadi-
azine treated burns.

Gastroenteritis and stomach ulcer
treatment
Research by Haffejee and Moose
(1985) found that honey treatment
shortened the duration of diarrhea in
patients with bacterial gastroenteritis,
in that patients treated with honey had
an average recovery of 58 hours com-
pared with 93 hours for control
patients.

Additionally, research conducted by

Somal, et al (1994) at New Zealand’s
Waikato University showed that
Manuka honey successfully inhibits
Helicobacter pylori, the organism
responsible for upper gastro-intestinal
dyspepsia in stomach ulcers.
However, it should be noted that
research is ongoing in this field, and
although initial results are promising,
full clinical trials are yet to be complet-
ed. As well as its other therapeutic
properties, the presence of potassium,
sodium, calcium and magnesium
means that honey is capable of neutral-
izing body acid, thus maintaining the
acid-alkaline balance. () ()

Allergy relief

At the University of Connecticut
Health Center-Farmington, immunolo-
gist T.V. Rajan, M.D., Ph.D., is study-
ing simple honey’s healing powers to
treat seasonal allergies. The study is
based on the theory of oral tolerance,
which reasons that humans become
accustomed to things they ingest. So if
people eat local pollens via pollen-rich
honey, allergic pollen reactions in the
spring and summer should diminish.
Study subjects receive either a table-
spoon of local honey, non-local honey
as a placebo or their usual allergy med-
ications.

University of Illinois researchers
reported in the 1998 Journal of
Agricultural Research that antioxidants
in 14 honey varieties are highest in the
darkest honeys (Manuka honey is very
dark). Antioxidants are important to the
diet because they slow production of
free radicals that cause DNA damage
and have been implicated in age-relat-
ed illnesses like arthritis, stroke and
cancer.

Enhance exclusive pleasure

In the East, ginger has lived up to its
reputation of being a powerful herb.
Indian literature recommends a mix-
ture of ginger juice, honey and half-
boiled eggs, taken nightly for a month,
as a remedy against impotence. Taking
a teaspoon of honey and milk before
hitting the fire increases virility and is
even said to cure premature ejacula-
tion. According to traditional Indian
herbal medicine, it also increases mas-
culine power.

Powdered cardamom seeds boiled
with milk and mixed in a glass with a
spoon of honey is believed to be an
excellent remedy against impotence
and premature ejaculation, as well as
recommended as an ointment for
recovery from impotency (Qaratis
Yamaniyah manuscript written Hijra
year 871).

Honey and the eyes
Honey long has been considered a

most effective remedy for many eye
diseases. Only sterile honey from the
honeycomb should be used on the eyes
and only under doctor or ophthalmolo-
gist supervision. Honey applied as a
kuhl (eye ointment) strengthens weak
eyesight. If used by those under age 40,
it improves vision and also removes
their need for glasses. An added bene-
fit is that honey has no side effects.

Cure for dental problems

Dentists have no doubt about the harm-
ful effect of sweets on teeth. It has been
established that the remains of sugar in
the mouth increase bacteria’s effect,
leading to slow but considerable teeth
decalcification and cavities. Honey, on
the other hand, has active antibiotic
properties and in fact disinfects the
mouth.

Pure honey may refine with age, but
its food value remains unchanged.
Various honey varieties taste different-
ly, depending on its source: clover
honey tastes like clover, while citrus
honey has a citrus scent.

Honey is Allah’s gift to humans. No
medicine can ever equal its cure and
benefits. If you’ve not tasted honey
yet, now is the perfect time to benefit
from it. Firm faith is indispensable in
the commandments of the Qur’an and
“Sahib al Qur’an.” It is highly benefi-
cial to recite prayers before and after
taking honey to cure any disease. If we
judge with full justice, the divine com-
mandments are sweet to the taste,
sweeter even than honey.

Dr. Qazi Shaikh Abbas Borhany is an
attorney at law in Karachi, Pakistan
and a member of Pakistan’s Ulama
Council.
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Bee Venom, N. Yoirish. New Glide
Publications (US), 1977, pp. 46-54.
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Al-Saqr Taiz leads Premier League

Al-Saqr Taiz won 1-0 over Ahli
Al-Hodeidah in the Premier
League’s 10th round at Hodeidah’s
Al-Ulifi Stadium. The previous
season’s scorer, Ethiopian
Journados, scored for Al-Saqr in the
game’s final 15 minutes.

Al-Saqr raised its points to 21,
maintaining its lead among Premier
League teams, while its host
remained at 9 points and retreated to

seventh position. 22 May drubbed
guests  Shabab  Al-Jeel from
Hodeidah 3-1 in the capital city to
jump to second position. It was
Shabab Al-Jeel’s sixth loss in a row.

Al-Yarmouk came back from a
one-goal deficit to defeat their hosts
2-1 in a wonderful encounter in
Abyan governorate. Aboud Mabrouk
netted for the hosts in minute 19 of
the first half, while strikers

Abdurrahman Al-Ghaili and Jamal
Al-Riyashi scored for Al-Yarmouk in
minutes 27 and 43 of the same half.
Al-Yarmouk advanced to sixth
ranking with 11 points, while Hassan
remained in 12th position with 6
points.

Al-Shu’lah drew 0-0 with guests
Sha’ab Hadramout in a match staged
in Aden. Both teams occupy the
Premier League’s bottom places.

Basketball 11th round kicks off

SANA’A, March 26 — Eleventh
round basketball match-ups com-
menced, with Ahli Sana’a defeating
22 May 89-36, thereby raising its
points credit to 22 while the losers
remained at 15 points.

In senior teams play, Al-Mina
maintained its second ranking by
defeating hosts Wahdat Aden 71-63,
thereby raising its points credit to 20
while the hosts remained at 14 points.

In junior teams competition, Ahli
Sana’a won 75-55 over their old

rivals Wahdat Sana’a, thereby raising
its points to 21 while the latter
remained at 15 points. Another game
took place at the Closed Hall between
Shamsan and Wahdat Aden, ending
with the former beating the latter 60-
48. Shamsan increased its points to
20 while the latter remained at 13
points.

Hadramout defeated Al-Mukalla
54-31 in the third game to equal Al-
Mukalla in number of points, while
Al-Tilal’s junior team beat Sha’ab

Ibb 89-64, thereby raising its points
to 22 while the losers retreated to sec-
ond to last place.

Ahli Al-Ghail defeated hosts Al-
Shurtah 99-63 to occupy fifth place
with 16 points, while Al-Shurtah
remained in last place.

In senior teams competition, Al-
Tilal scored a 79-60 victory over
hosts Sha’ab Ibb, Al-Hilal drubbed
Al-Yarmouk 78-75 and Sayun
downed hosts Tale’at Shibam 74-68
to occupy fifth place with 16 points.

Liverpool overcame the early dismissal of
Steven Gerrard to beat Everton in an
incident-packed Mersey51de derby.

Gerrard earned two quickfire yel-
low cards - for kicking the ball away
and then a bad challenge on Kevin
Kilbane.

Liverpool then scored twice in
three minutes through a Phil Neville
own goal and a clinical finish from
Luis Garcia.

Tim Cahill headed one back but
Everton had substitute Andy van der
Meyde sent off after 72 minutes for
an elbow and Harry Kewell's fine
strike sealed it.

The two sides were given special
permission from the Premier League
for Gerrard and Everton's James
Beattie to wear 08 on their shirts to
promote the city's year as Capital of
Culture.

It is unlikely that part of the mar-
keting campaign was for Gerrard to
be given his marching orders after
just 18 minutes.

His first booking was for blatantly
booting the ball away after Xabi
Alonso had fouled Kilbane.

Kilbane was involved less than 40
seconds later when he was brought to
the ground by a lunging, two-footed
challenge just outside the box from
Gerrard.

It was a tackle that could have
earned the England star a straight red
card but referee Phil Dowd opted for
a second yellow.

Gerrard became the latest player to
be sent off in a fixture which has
seen more red cards than any other
Premiership clash.

Everton had already established a
grip on the game, looking the more
hungry from the kick off and creat-
ing two early chances for Cahill.

Liverpool were far from the fluent
side that thumped Birmingham 7-0
in midweek and while they enjoyed
some good possession there were
few goal threats.

But Gerrard's dismissal seemed to
interrupt Everton's dominance and
Luis Garcia almost caught out
Richard Wright with a sharp turn and
dipping shot.

Liverpool were given a helping
hand just before the break by

Neville, who was sent off in the first
Merseyside derby meeting this sea-
son along with Mikel Arteta - miss-
ing from this game after he jarred a
nerve in his back on the morning of
the game.

Neville found the net for the first
time in an Everton shirt - unfortu-
nately for the Toffees it came at the
wrong end as he attempted to head
away a John Arne Riise corner but
miscued it past Wright.

Everton's hopes of a first win at
Anfield this century were made
twice as hard when Garcia raced
onto a Peter Crouch header and
lobbed over Wright, who was stuck
in no man's land, and into an empty
net.

With an hour gone in the game,
Everton boss David Moyes appeared
to have lost patience with his side's
inability to break down the 10-man
Reds and prepared to make three
subs.

But the trio were forced to put
their tracksuits back on and retake
their place on the bench when Cahill
arrived late to meet a Leon Osman
corner and head home.

Moyes eventually brought on
striker Duncan Ferguson, back after
a seven-match ban for punching an

opponent, and Van der Meyde.

But Everton rarely looked like get-
ting an equaliser and Van der
Meyde's dismissal for a stray elbow
in an aerial challenge was their last
real contribution to the game.

Liverpool were not finished
though and Garcia and Kewell went
close before the latter brilliantly shot
past Wright from outside the box to
cap a fine win that takes them above
Manchester United into second
place.

Source: www.bbc.com

Welshman Nasir
inspired by Naz

By: Matt Majendie
BBC Sport in Melbourne

Naseem Hamed should
take the credit if Welsh boxer
Mohammed Nasir achieves

Commonwealth gold,
according to the 20-year-old
fighter.

Nasir, who like Hamed
comes from the Yemen, was
inspired to take up boxing
after watching the 31-year-
old fight for the feather-
weight world title.

He told BBC Sport: "While
I was watching it my dad told
me Naseem was from the
Yemen.

"So I said I wanted to go
straight to the gym and learn
to be like him."

Nasir added: "He was my
inspiration and, as a result, I
learned to love the sport. Should I win
a medal he will have played a big part."

Nasir is deemed one of Wales' best
medal chances in any event, but he
struggled in his opening light fly-
weight bout against Kenyan Peter
Warui, before coming away a 22-17
winner.

He now faces Ghana's Manyo
Plange, who defeated his first-round
opponent just 20 seconds into the sec-
ond round.

The Welshman, however, argued he
has a lot more to offer in the ring.

"Everyone back home's expecting
me to do well and that meant I felt a lit-

tle bit under pressure," he said.

"I thought to myself 'if I don't win,
what's going to happen - everyone will
be disappointed'.

"But I always thought that once I got
my first match out of the way I would
calm down massively. That's how I feel
now."

Nasir was level-pegging with his
first-round Kenyan opponent before
coming through with a confident last
round.

He claimed a Welsh flag he spotted
in the crowd helped him refocus and
book his place against Plange on
Sunday in the next round.

Amateur boxing explained

"The Australian public were pretty
good - the noise was more than any-
thing I've experienced in a fight
before," he said.

"But I could still hear the Welsh
guys above that, including our sevens
team who came to watch me after their
plate win last night."

Nasir, who says fellow Newport res-
ident Joe Calzaghe is another inspira-
tion, is desperate to become a big name
in British boxing.

"I owe Wales a lot and want to give
them back a medal," he said. "I'm con-
fident I can do it."

Drogba backtracks on diving claim

Chelsea striker Didier Drogba has
withdrawn an admission that he
sometimes tries to con referees.

Drogba, speaking to the BBC's
Match of the Day after the Blues' 2-0
defeat of Manchester City, initially
said: "Sometimes I dive, sometimes [
stand."

But he then quickly retracted that
statement, saying: "No, I don't dive."

And he has subsequently told his
club's website that his comments,
"came across partly in the wrong way -
I want to make clear that I don't dive."

Drogba had been asked about
conning referees following Alan
Shearer's accusations that Shaun
Wright-Phillips dived in Newcastle's
FA Cup defeat to Chelsea last week to
get Robbie Elliott sent off.

He got both goals in the champions'
win on Saturday, though he did admit to
handling the ball in the course of
scoring the second.
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A view of football match between Chelsea and Newcastle's.

He said: "Yes, it was handball, but
that's part of the game.
"If City had done it, no-one would

The
Scientific

(ve you qualified in English Language eithey in Witing ot Spelling, N\
and (Und you wank yous Childven and velatives to be life you?
Didyou study English Language and stil need to improve you
shills (Grammer-Conversation-Writing- Reading and Listening) ?
(e you o business man So yow need mote taaining and developing to @
wyau emplayees in special fields Such as (Medical- Towism-Banfing-...) ?
(lre you o teaches oy tuainey but you need mave qualifying?
(lve you o veseancher, ov Do you like to Rnows more aliout English
Language and getting o TOCFL?

Practical
View

Which
Creates
The Success|

dig
lCTECH

'1he Flrst Natlonal
Accredited

Center For [CDL Tests
and TOEFL

to became

Whatever you need will achieve through ICTECH
in ll the different fields of ( Educational - Qualifying -
Specialized and TOEFL Preparation Course)

have mentioned it. But everyone is out
to make a big mess about Chelsea."
Source: www.bbc.com

Are you trying
good in English ?

CERTIFIED
Partner

Address

Yemen - Sana’a - Hadda St. In Front of Alamn AImarkazy Gate

Tel: 240833/510613 Fax: 265537 - P.0.Box; 2447
Web Site: ictech-edu.com - Email:Info@ictech-edu.com
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL

CONGRATULATIONS

DR. ISAM GHANEM, FCMI
HAS QUALIFIED AS FELLOW _IN

(81), PH.D (87) (LAWYS)

PRACTICE, THE FIRST

FELLOW OF THE INTERNATIONAL BAR FROM THE

MIDDLE EAST.
SHIHAB AGENCIES LTD

KLEENEX & KOTEX FACTORY

www.ghanem.aquaehost.com/Drlsam
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1. Position: Project Coordinator
Duration: 18 months

Responsibilities:

+  Supervise the Implementation of the AWAHP activities

+  Oversee areas of responsibility including human resources
management, financial/asset management, project cycle
management, contract management

+  Coordination and liaison with stakeholders, and, policy/program
development

+  Provide direction and support to project staff

+  Establish linkages with GO, NGOs and other institutional
donors

+  Prepare narrative and financial reports

+  Undertake any other task assigned by the Programme Manager

Requirements:

+  Degree in Civil Engineering, with humanitarian development
(WATSAN) experience or a Degree in Social Sciences and
related field

* Minimum of 5 years experience in project management and
working in rural areas

»  Strong Project management background, with basic knowledge
of basic health and water issues preferred

+  Excellent command of the English and Arabic languages

+  Proficiency in major computer software (Microsoft Word, Excel
and Power point) database use, and advanced Internet search
engine tools

3. Position: Project Assistant
Duration: 18 Months

Responsibilities:
+  Assist and advise the project unit on overall project activity

+ Assist the project team with the development and
implementation of project components, analyze data as
required

+  Implement policy and strategy guidelines

+ Participate in various meetings, working groups, assessments
as requested

+ As part of the project team,
financial reports

+  Assist to provide direction and support to project staff

»  Undertake any other task assigned by the Project Coordinator

assist prepare narrative and

Requirements:

+  Degree in social sciences or related field

*  Minimum of 3 years experience in project planning/
implementing and monitoring management and working in rural
areas

+  Excellent command of the English and Arabic languages

+  Experienced in using computers including word processing,
excel and power point

JOB VACANCIES
ISLAMIC RELIEF YEMEN

Islamic Relief Yemen (IRY — A British INGO) is announcing the following vacancies for National
ional Personnel based in Taiz Governorate for Al-Selo Water and Health Project (AWAHP):

2. Position: Admin and Accounts Assistant
Duration: 18 Months

Responsibilities:

«  Accounting of all incoming and outgoing financial transactions

+  Oversee purchasing inventory, transport, and procurement of
project materials

«  Recording transactions according to project guidelines

+ Ensuring financial reports are transparent, accurate and
representative

+  Producing monthly reports, and assuring adequate cash on
hand.

+  Meeting arrangements and minute taking

+  Maintaining the filing system

+ Maintain smooth office operations including provision and
operation of equipment.

+  Perform other duties as deemed necessary

Requirements:

«  University degree in accounts/finance

+ Minimum of three years experience in finance and accounting
field: proficiency in computerized accounting systems

+ Good knowledge of internal accounting procedures and
reporting systems

+ Computer skills in both Arabic and English languages

«  Clerical and administrative experience

+  Good knowledge of Arabic and English languages

4. Position: Driver
Duration: 18 Months

Responsibilities:

« Drive a motor vehicle as requested, with due regard to time
schedules, apply knowledge of driving regulation, safety
requirements, traffic and conditions; take suitable precautions
for the security of the vehicle and its contents when left
unattended

*  Ability to deal with various government authorities to process
paperwork

*  Make minor purchases and collect required goods from local
supplier on demand

+  Maintain legal status of vehicle, cleanliness and appearance

«  Carry out clerical duties upon request including photocopying
and logistical support

Requirements:

*  Minimum of Primary education

«  Drivers license, knowledge of driving rules and regulations and
possess skills in minor vehicle repair

«  Five years work experience as a driver with safe driving record

*  Minimum knowledge of English is a plus

Admin Department — Ref: AWAHP/PFOD/180306

Please send a copy of your CV latest by 05th April 2006.

Islamic Relief Yemen, P O Box 15088, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen Fax No: 01-219017 Or Email: secretaryir@y.net.ye
Applicants should be sympathetic to the values and principles of Islamic Relief
Islamic Relief is an equal opportunities employer. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

SUPPORTING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH,
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN YEMEN

The MOPH/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO joint Maternal and Newborn Project (MNH) funded by the
Government of Netherlands and DFID is pleased to announce the following vacancy:

Post Title: National United Nations Volunteer

Job Description
Project Context

Under the guidance and supervision of the MNH Project Manager,
and in close coordination with Governorates Health Offices, the
national UNV (further UNV) performs both managerial, technical
and administerial support to the implementation of the joint UN
Maternal Newborn Health project on the field.

Five UNVs will be selected as full-time project staff at the
Governorate Level — one in each of the five Governorates where
the project is being implemented (lbb, Taiz, Dale’e, Amran, lahj).

Results-Oriented Functional Statement

1. Will work under the Governorate Director General for
Health office/Governorate Reproductive Health
Director for implementation of the project activities in
the field and under direct supervision of MNH project
manager.

2. Will be responsible for the implementation for all
UNFPA —MNH activities at governorate level.

3.  Will work in close liaison with UNICEF —Emoc
governorate officer and midwifery zonal coordinator for
the joint implementation of project activities.

4. Will be responsible for the timely submission of all
needed reports to MOPH and MNH project
management.

5. Undertake any task requested by the MNH project
manager in order to improve project implementation

Functional Competencies:
+ Business acumen

Independently gathers analyses and interprets data and
information using appropriate analytical tools and
professional standards. Keep track on the delivery of project
activities and funds utilization. Identifies warning signs based
on financial analysis, probes for clarification or points of
concern and presents findings.

+  Client orientation
Establishes effective relationships with internal and external
stakeholders, actively supports the interests of the client and
researches potential solutions to client needs. Organizes and

prioritizes work schedule and addresses client needs and
deadlines promptly and diplomatically.

Corporate Competencies and Values

+  Integrity/Commitment to mandate
Expresses spirit of volunteering to improve situation with
population in Yemen. Acts in accordance with UN/UNFPA
values and holds himself/herself accountable for actions
taken. Demonstrates personal commitment to UNFPA’s
mandate and to the MOPH&P and organizational vision.

+ Knowledge sharing/Continuous learning
Takes responsibility for personal learning and career
development and actively seeks opportunities to learn
through formal and informal means. Learns from others inside
and outside the project adopting best practices created by
others. Actively produces and disseminates new knowledge.

+  Valuing diversity

Demonstrates an international outlook, appreciates
differences in values and learns from cultural diversity. Takes
actions appropriate to the religious and cultural context and
shows respect, tact and consideration for cultural differences.
Observes and inquires to understand the perspectives of
others and continually examines his/her own biases and
behaviors.

Managing Relationships

- Working in teams
- Empowerment / Developing people / Performance
management of people involed into project activities.

Job Academic and experience requirements:
1. Degree or Diploma in Health Sciences, Social
sciences and related fields.
2. At least 3 years experience in management of health
projects preferably Reproductive Health Projects.

Languages:
Fluency in oral and written Arabic and English. Ability to
write sound reports in both languages

Computer skills:
Proficiency in current office software applications.

)

SUPPORTING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH,
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN YEMEN

The Maternal and Newborn Project (MNH) is pleased to announce the
following vacancy:-

Post Title: Finance Associate:

Job Description

Project Context

Under the guidance and supervision of the MNH Project Manager, and in close
coordination with  UNFPA Operational& Financial Manager the Finance
Associate provides functional leadership in human resource, administrative and
financial systems of the Project Office. He/she supervises clerical staff.

He/she delivers quality services in HR, administration and finance to internal
and external clients mastering all relevant rules, guidelines, processes and
procedures. He/she takes a client-oriented, results-focused approach to
interpreting the rules, procedures and guidelines in service of the project
programme , providing support and guidance to the MOPH&P related
\departments and maintain UNFPA-Operational and financial procedures and
guidance

Results-Oriented Functional Statement

. Adapts processes and procedures, anticipates and manages operational
requirements of project inputs under national execution in terms of
personnel, sub-contracts, equipment, fellowships, study tours and other
programme and project related events to facilitate project delivery.

. Prepares and monitors the administrative budget and ensures financial
transactions are in accordance with UNFPA financial rules and
procedures. Proposes procedures to improve internal controls and
efficiency and responds to audit issues

. Manages the recruitment and selection process applying best practice
Human Resources (HR) tools and mechanisms, advises and briefs
managers and project personnel on different types of contracting
modalities, HR policies and benefits, coordinates the PAR process and
advises on performance issues.

. Implements corporate systems and applications in support of finance and
human resource management and project operations; creates systems
and mechanisms for effective management of project resources required
for NEX, and advises and trains project staff in NEX procedures.
Maintains continuous and accurate/up-dated flow of information between
MNH project MOPH&P, UNFPA country Office

. Reviews procurement requests and initiates procurement procedures for
MNH project and project implementation required equipment, supplies
and services in a transparent and cost-effective manner; recommends
procurement decision. Contributes to the smooth running of the office by
ensuring the provision and maintenance of services and supplies
following-up processes and maintaining up-to-date inventory and records.

. Reviews and prepares material for common system activities relating to
common services and premises, cost recovery, privileges and immunities,
entitlement and salary surveys, security etc and represents MNH project
in related MOPH&P/inter-agency meetings and working groups when
required and/in the absence of project manager

. Supports the monitoring of programme financial performance for all core
and non-core resources by providing necessary financial information and
analysis, including implementation rate against indicators/results. Detects
potential over-under expenditure problems and suggests remedial action.

. Develops tools and mechanisms for effective and efficient monitoring of
programme and project budgets, coordinates compilation of financial data
and provides accurate and up-dated financial information to UNFPA
Country Office on a continuous basis.

. Interprets financial policies and procedures particularly relating to NEX
and provides guidance and training to staff and project managers. Strives
to identify ways in which programme financial needs can be met within
existing policies.

. Assists in the management of the MNH project budget-by-budget

formulation, controlling allotments, monitoring expenditures, and
preparing revisions according to the needs of the office.

. Ensures the effective financial recording and reporting system, internal
control and audit follow-up and processes financial transactions in an
accurate and timely way.

Functional Competencies:

. Business acumen
Independently gathers analyses and interprets data and information from
a wide range of sources using appropriate analytical tools and
professional standards. Identifies warning signs based on financial
analysis, probes for clarification or points of concern and presents
findings.

. Client orientation
Establishes effective relationships with internal and external clients,
actively supports the interests of the client and researches potential
solutions to client needs Organizes and prioritizes work schedule and
addresses client needs and deadlines promptly and diplomatically

. Implementing management systems
Maintains information/databases on system design features and develops
system components. Makes recommendations relative to work-
processing approaches and procedures which would lead to more efficient
systems design.

Corporate Competencies:
Values

. Integrity/Commitment to mandate
Acts in accordance with UN/UNFPA values and holds himself/herself
accountable for actions taken. Demonstrates personal commitment to
UNFPA’s mandate and to the MOPH&P and organizational vision.

. Knowledge sharing/Continuous learning
Takes responsibility for personal learning and career development and
actively seeks opportunities to learn through formal and informal means.
Learns from others inside and outside the project adopting best practices
created by others. Actively produces and disseminates new knowledge.

. Valuing diversity
Demonstrates an international outlook, appreciates differences in values
and learns from cultural diversity. Takes actions appropriate to the
religious and cultural context and shows respect, tact and consideration
for cultural differences. Observes and inquires to understand the
perspectives of others and continually examines his/her own biases and
behaviors.

Managing Relationships
- Working in teams
- Empowerment/Developing people/Performance management.

Job Requirements:

Academic Requirements:

Bachelor’s degree in business administration, public administration, finance,
information technology, economics or related field is preferable.

Experience:
7 years of relevant experience in the public or private sector.

Languages:
Fluency in oral and written Arabic and English.

Computer skills:
Proficiency in current office software applications.

UNFPA offers an attractive compensation package commensurate with experience.
Please send your application to: MNH Project, UNFPA, Sana’a, P.O. Box7272,
Tel: 209 003/4, Fax: 01/209 005
Deadline for application is: 5th of April, 2006.

* Please note that only candidates who fulfill above requirements will be considered and notified.

UNFPA offers an attractive compensation package commensurate with experience.

Please send your application to: MNH Project, UNFPA, Sana’a, P.O. Box7272,
Tel: 209 003/4, Fax: 01/209 005
Deadline for application is: 5th of April, 2006.

* Please note that only candidates who fulfill above requirements will be considered and notified.




THE BEST IN
PACKING &
FORWARDING
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Tel.: 967-1-447126/7
Fax: 447128
Email: yempac@y.net.ye
P.0.Box: 3366.
SANA’A REPUBLIC OF YEMEN.
WEB:http/www.yempac.com.

Travels

B Al-Nasim Travel & Tourism. For
domestic & international air tickets
with price busters all airlines.

Tel: 219890/ 270750

P Box: 15243

Fed Bleck-61) meire:s Ed - Sana'a B0 Yemen
Tel: 00367 - 1 - 445700 445696 - 440241/45)8
Fax: BIRET -1 - 449178

Alkumaim Trading Center Hadda st.

TransGlobal logistics & Services Ltd.
Worldwide Movers

Tel: 01-444226/442135 FAx :01-442133
P.O Box 16884, Sana’a, Rep.of Yemen.
Email: transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Wehci 1ohal

Www.tr

B Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders for
packing, customs clearance, domestic
& international forwarding air & sea.
Contact: Al-Nasim cargo forwarder.
Al-Zubairi St Sanaa. Tel: 275903 /
216048 / 407905

B ITS Global Logistics, Tel: 967-
1-218142 (5 lines) Fax: 967-
1209940, Email: itsgroup@y.net.ye
itsglobalogistic @y.net.ye P. O. Box
25159, Sana’a., R.O.Y. Business
Development, 73217750, Customer
Service: 73212272 Operations:
73217752 Exemptions 73214700.
Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarding
(Land/Sea/ Air). Weather Proof
Packing, Removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,
Exemptions,

com

Tel. : 200765
Fax. : 407570

Branch :

Tel. : 219708

www.ITSGLOBALOGISTICS.
COM

Bl YEMEN PACKING &
FORWARDING CO.(YEMPAC
CARGO) Tel: 967-1-447126 /7, Fax:
967-1-447128

E-mail: yempac@ y.net.ye.
Operations: 408518/7904603
Sales & Mkt: 408517/ 73208898,
Clearance: 408518.

Global Logistic Solutions
International Fright Forwarders
(Land/Sea/Air). Weather Proof
Packing, removals & Warehousing
International Door-to-door services
(Worldwide). Customs clearance,
Exemption
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Head Office - Sana’a - Hadda St. Opsite Qatar Airways

Situation

Vacant

M A leading multinational
computer training institute,
urgently requires 4 highly
dynamic, talented & experi-
enced females to work as
secretary, student counselor
and quality assurance coordi-
nator in our Sana’a center.
Email cv’s to:
contact@injazgroup.biz or
fax: 01 532 436

Il Mobile maintenance cen-
ter needs a specialist in
mobile maintenance with
experience in all kinds of
mobile

for contact:733578924

Job Seekers

A qualified tours guide,
speaking English, Spanish
and Arabic.

Mukalla, Hadramout gover-
norate

phone: 370452
733855361

HlI have an excellent expe-
rience in the filled of, Guard
and working in garden, store
keeping, and delivery and
receiving materials in proper
way. Plus, I am easy to train
and friendly person to work
with. I am open.

for contact: 733 298 927

Il Sadiq Al-Tayi- Translator
experienced in commercial
letters+public relations +
administration + computer +
survey

for contact:711832070

Il Yehia Mohammed Al-
Kohlani, Experience in
tourism and hotels 6 years ,I
am ready to work any things
or any job. I have high
school and I am good in
English writing and spoken
for contact:733052466

Bl Indian male ,18 yrs
experience in the field of
mechanical engineering, spe-
cialized in fabrication, erec-
tion and 8 structural works

Mobile:
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Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax: 267619
PO Box: 5465

S
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with knowledge in auto cad
2005.

mobile: 711729061

Email:
rdeenathayalan@yahoo.co.in
Il Specialist teacher in both
languages  Arabic  and
English, wants to give pri-
vate lessons. for all
levels(suitable price)

for contact:733946335

Bl Graduate from Sana’a
university specialist account-
ancy. languages knowledge:
Arabic - English and German
very well.

computer skills-ms office,
Internet, Data base
(Access)PCH(A+1)

for contact: 733767068

Bl Yemeni male graduate
from great Britain college
from 98 until may 05. the
subject out as(IT) computer+
Business + Maths + English
language+ business English
5 years work experience plus
a course in selling and mar-

keting in the biggest + com-
panies in the gulf region-
looking to work as a market-
ing or administration manag-
er in Yemen sales
Mr.Waleed Saif

for contact: 733680631-
01/300949.

B 2 years experienced
Indian female

Physiotherapist (B .PT) cur-
rently in Yemen. Needs suit-

able placement. Contact:
733082451
M Salwa Saeed - High

School - Good use computer
and internet - and study
English - I want to work any
where.

Contact Address: 235878 or
711595801.

Bl Hussein Mubarak
Diploma English -
Computer(Word - Excel,
Internet)experience: finan-
cial Asst, cashier R
Receptionist, Store - keeper,
Librarian , driver Supervisor

purchaser Security, gen.serv-
ices

for contact:711005504

B B.A English experienced
5 years in translation + corre-
spondences+management+
secretariat+public rela-
tions+computer’s programs
and maintenance .(morning
shift)

for contact:711832070

Il Spanish language transla-
tor. Able to translate from
Spanish into Arabic and
viceversa. Economic, Politic
and social subjects. Awad
Mubarak Salim.
Mobile:733855361
Phone:370452

B Computer embroidery
fashen designer.(able on
Tasma  software) Azam
Ali(Indian) looking for a job
in Sana'a . I have experience
10 years in gulf 2,5 year in
Sana'a. Yemen

mobile: 711143717

Ml Tutor available for home

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.O.Box: 2579 Sana'a

27 March , 2006

Al-Zahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
ALL YOUR NEEDS

UNDER ONE ROOF.

Hadda Str. Sana’a Infront of Yemenia Airline,
Tel: 240207 Fax: 268041,E-mail:ALZAHRA@Y.NET.YE
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Ahmed Muraisi
Real Estate Rentals
Tel: 733802855
Hadda and Diplomatic Areas

¢ Furnished flat, Hadda.

one bedroom, one bath room, kitchen. living room.

dining room. nice furniture. monthly rent $ 400.

¢ Furnished villa, Hadda.

one story. 5 rooms, 2 bths, kit. garden. nice area.

monthly $1,500.
* Two story+f.bsmnt, Hadda.

four bedrooms, 5 bths, 2 kitchens,large living room

dining room. very nice garden. monthly $ 1,600

¢ Office building, Hadda.

16 rooms, good size yard, excellent location.

monthly rent $ 2,500.
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TRUST Security Co. Ltd

At your service

Sana'a - Zubairi St. bhind the Watani Bank

Tel : 466750 /1/2 - Fax : 466753

®
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and private

tuition and

Treatment

Relax-Inn

Y I M

Luxury Furnished Apartments
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daily . weekly . monthly . yearly
The best place
Place Fm"'“"a_r

Diplomatic Area-Hadda - Sana’a
Mobile: 711941279 {;lass
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teaching from grade 5 to
grade 12 for all subjects in
english language as well as
electrical engineering sub-
jects upto graduate degree/
diploma/ certificate level’s.

Without actual

Medicine

B Have you sought treat-
ment without an actual med-
icine. Now, you can! For

Mr.Jjaz Ahmad.
Tel; 733483954.
Ml Bachelor’s English
Experienced 5 years

Translation+Correspondence
+Mangement+Secretariat+P

u b 1 i c
Relation+Computers
programs and
Maintenance.
Tel:711832070.

Email:

int_16@hotmail.com.
Ml Graduate from Sana'a
University specialist
public relation and I
have secretary computer
and I can speak English
very well.

Saleh Hussein Al-fohed
Tel: 77830159 -
71613653

Bl Hussein Mubarak
Experience:  financial
Asst, purchasing
cashier , Reciptionist,
Store - keeper, Librarian
, driver dispatcher,
Security, gen.services
for contact:711005504

Real Estate

HFor sale or rent:
Tourist restaurant placed
on Hadda street with
beautiful decorates and
delicious meals

for more information
call: 733145987

BMTwo cars for rent
along with the drivers
who are fluent in English

The cars are : -
Mitsobishi, Pajeru,
model 99. Mercedes

Benz - S320 , in good
condition , model 95
call Mr Amer Al-
Howaidi at 733744480

B Required:Good quali-
ty laptop computer, rea-
sonable price.

for contact:711384146:

M Admiral washing
machine lo-k suitable for
big hotel. New in it’s C
made in USA. for more
information contact by
the following mobile
number 71722865

more information on the

ancient Chinese pharaohs art
- of healing. Call Dr.A Latif
in A.Mageeda consultant in
Yoga,magnet therapy and
Acupressure at : 73524031

TEL o1-10000%
Qi-11979&
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Pl gdoiSal] dgaaill
*} ﬂd\?ajin ce Technology

special Price & Pree Gills dalall Llaall jo apanllyisslioy daki |lasl
Jlagaiill g Jols ol ol

Intel Cantring Mabile

P80 187 GHz mec] Pentium M

$1150
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APORTANT,

Per line, Per year $300 Only

191, Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires 118, Accident
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent
203131/3, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airlin 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa 213400219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

YBRANCH OF FOREIGN BANKS:
Yemen Gulf Bank Fax:260824 Tel 967-1-260823
CALYON

Corporate and Investment Bank

Head Office: Al-Zubiry St. 2743711213
Al-Qasr St. 272802/1/20
Aden : Al-Ma’alla St: 02/247402/3/4

Hodeidah 26th Sept. St.: p. 03/219506/7
by e (@ 4

aiz Al-Mugama’a St.: S 04/210568/9/50
Mukalla:Hay Addis-main St. 05/352917-306560

[ Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain

o Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703503350

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 2743101
Yemeni Islamic Bank Sana’a: 401552-205678
Taiz: 251816
Hodeidah: 213517
YBRD 271623/4

CAR RENTAL

Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625
Yemen Limozeen Rent A Car 417346-7927920
Abu Riyadh CO. Sana’a: 410594

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS

Hertz Rent a Car

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269
OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES
APTECH_ Sana’a: 01 -446880
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
(Internet Focussed Taiz: 04-250343

Curriculum, E-commerce, Mukalla: 05-307492
1SO 9001 Certified) Hodeidah: 03-206998

American Academic Institute 249294
CMT House
Infinit Education
German Language Institute
Modern British Institute (University Branch)
New Horizons Computer _

Learning Centers Tel: 01-448573-449356/7/8/9
NIIT Quality_

Computer Education Tel. 445518/7-442073

The British Institute for Languages 440719/415812

Tel:967-(0) 1 - 513648
Tel:444553

Sana’a: 441024/5, Aden:243124
Hodeidah:219643, Ibb:406882
Taiz: 213489, Mukalla 309190

ARAMEX
FedEx

Fodeal Espress

” ES YEMEN

ups

Conseder it done

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177
Hodeidah:234982, 1bb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

Shabua: 202326

Tel. 448541/448543
Fax: 00967 1 448542
Mobile: 00967 73 200 654

Sana’a: 416751

Dr. Abdulsalam N. Awas 602408
Shehab Dental Center 400443/218824

., FREIGHT FORWARDERS

407905
278674/7909110

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders
Al-Rawahil Olympia

Aramex Sana’a: 441024/5
Griffin Logistics Ltd. Sana’a: 440166
Gulf Air Cargo 440891/344467

ITS Global Logistics 218142
Marib Travel & Tourism
(Cargo Division) 441109/126 Fax: 440733

Yempac Sana’a 208898-408518

Yemen German Hospital (open heart surgery)
Tel. 418000, Fax: 418116
Tel. 600000/602008
Fax. 601889

Modern German Hospital
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com

The First Consultant center for the skin,

venerial Diseases & Infertility 205517-73807737

Orthopedic & plastic specialist Hospital+967-1-633922

E-mail:orthosp@hotmail com

Al-Jumhury Hospital

Al-Thawra Hospital

Yemen Specialized Hospital 224963

HOTELS

SANA’A:

Al-Yamama Palace Suites: 236230
Best Western Hadda Hotel: 415212/5
Hadda Town: 415900
Raipon Hotel & Suites 504016/7/8
ADEN:

Amoudi Plaza Hotel (02) 247000/1-5
Elephant BayBeach Resort (02) 202055

INSURANCE COMPANIES

(i, ) Arab Tnsurance Company Sana’a 606810/1/2/3/4/5 Fax /6
Aden:257875-260827, Taiz; 260744 ,

Hodeidah: 279672/3, Mukalla: 309744,
Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874

Abyan: 604030

Aden: 243490-242476

Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668 Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Trust Yemen Ins. & Reinsurance Co. 264263
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,
5lines,  Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280
Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 272962/43,
Aden: 247617 Taiz: 250345 Mukalla: 304292,

Hodeidah: 261839/17

RESTAURANT

Al-shaibani restaurant super delux Tel: 266375 - 505290
Fax:267619

Indian Restaurant (home delivery available)

Contact: Mr. Sunny Joseph 263925-71150769
Chilli House Rest. for brost, Cabab etc.. 73568079

Canadian International School 418510 , 423364

International Turkish Schools ~ Sana'a 448258/9

Taiz 205593
Al-Hussein National Schools 412826/7
Sam Yemen International School ~ Diplomatic Area
Tel: 440353-440354 fax: 440355
Al-Majd Yemen School 206159
Middle East Modern School 447118
The English School 419308
Tulip School 412249
Ienshams Modern school 671275, 671140
Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433

Supermarket

AL-JANDUL Supermarket. 01-422610

Wantqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-Fre.... -
German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. 01-240515

TRAVEL

Abu Yaser Travel& Tourism 1el:611560
Falcon Business Travel Center Tel: 446250 Fax: 446251
Al-Nasim Travel
Al-Sunidar
Apollo Business Travel Center
Arabian Peninsula T & T

270750
Fax: 265202 Tel. 241667/500808
Tel. 444000/888
Tel. 414755/410302
Fax: 414798

Fax : 400555 Tell 216028 / 466881
Tel: 441158/9/60

Murjan Travel
Universal Business Travel Center

[ UNIVERS
American World University, Rep. by IS academy
417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960
4499712
250553/4/5
Tel:675567, Fax:675885

Tel. 01 -

Queen Arwa University
Sana’a University
Alandalus University

To particepate

contact: 71200540




Y EMEN \lf/TIMES\
\}
Q *

<<

MES

A\

A

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

By: Fatima Al-Ajel

ike many Arabs, Yemenis

celebrate Mother’s Day.

Everyone has their own

way of celebrating, but on

that day, they think about
what kind of present a mother
deserves.

Gift shops are full of gifts at
Mother’s Day, as customers of all ages
look for the best gift to buy for their
mothers. Some buy flowers, while oth-
ers buy a cake and throw a party for
their mother.

So, how do Yemenis celebrate
Mother’s Day and how do Yemeni
mothers feel on that day?

Latifa, a mother of 10 sons and
daughters, expresses her feelings about
Mother’s Day, saying, “All my sons
and daughters brought gifts to me. My
eldest son bought a cake and came with
his kids and celebrated with me. Even
my youngest son, who is 15, collected
money for a month and bought a gift
for me.”

Happ

Mother’s Day gifts for merciful hearts.

However, some mothers celebrate
the day far from their sons. Amenah is
a mother who lives in Taiz while all her
sons are working in Sana’a. Her eldest
son Nasri says, “I couldn’t go to Taiz
and celebrate with her, so I just called
her on that day and wished her Happy
Mother’s Day. This was the only thing
I could do for her and she excuses me.
She always says, ‘My happiness and
real celebration will be when I see you
and when you achieve your dreams in
the future.””

However, some mothers don’t know
about Mother’s Day and don’t cele-
brate it at all. When asking mother of
six Fawzia about the day, she said, “T

wesmGa, i
Email

arabinsuranceco@y et ye Mobile Fax
Head Office - Sana'a 606810 - 15 G816
Aden Branch 1220751 220753
Ahbyun Branch 64030 TI6H94E3 604030
Hodiedah Branch 219672 T1600623 21976
Taiz Branch 250744 7251812 250744
AlMukalla Branch 309733 77916961 309744

never heard about this day, so I have no
idea about it.”

When asking some Yemenis about
their opinion of Mother’s Day, 27-
year-old Ahmad replied, “I don’t
believe in such a thing. A day is not
enough to express my love to my
mother. When I want to reward my
mother, I have to reward her all the
days of the year. Mother’s Day is all
year long, not just one day.”

But Salma says, “It’s a wonderful
chance for sons and daughters to show
their feelings and love toward their
mothers. For me, I spend a nice time
with my mother. I celebrate this day
every year.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

@ Petrochemical plants, refineries.

@ Heavy, light industrial plants.

@ Power and desalination plants.

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.

@ Oil fields ancillary installations.

@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

@ Offshore structures and underwater works.

@ Pipelines construction and maintenance.

@ Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.

e Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

@ High quality buildi

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

& sports

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: cccyemen@y.net.ye

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y .net.ye

HOME APPLIANCES
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Improve Your English 288

I. What to Say

Situations and Expressions (86)

Good wishes on retirement

etirement turns a new leaf in the annals
Rof a public servant’s life and career. The

individual is relieved of his official duties
and is given a respite from his busy career spanning
decades. Well-wishers of the retiring person give
him a warm send-off and wish a long, peaceful and
healthy life for him.

e Hope the years of retirement are happier than
any before. Whatever your plans and wishes, you
can make them come true throughout the happy
golden years that lie ahead of you, for retirement
brings a special chance to spend each single day
doing what you’ve longed to do in your own time
and your own way.

I1. How to Say it Correctly

Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

1. Irefuse you to go on the trip.

2. He made me to do it.

3. Did you remember buying some milk on your
way home?

4. If the stain doesn’t come out of your shirt when
you wash it, try to soak it first in bleach.

5. He advised me giving up smoking.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. What would you like to drink? (Aux inversion)
2. 1 asked Abdu how he was getting back to
Mahweet.
3. Haven’t you finished your homework yet?
4. Haven’t you got anybody to help you?
5. Thave forgotten my watch. What time is it?
or What time do you make it?

I1I. Increase Your Word Power

(A) How to express it in one word

1. Soon going from the memory.

2. Likely to happen under some circumstances.

3. Turn out from a house by authority of law.

4. Anything that gives reason for believing
something.

5. Show that one has a feeling, quality etc.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions

1. Praise highly in speech or writing: eulogize (vt)

2. State of pleasant excitement: euphoria (n)

3. Bringing about easy and painless
euthanasia (n)

4. Find a way of not doing something: evade (vt)

5. Find out the amount or value of something:
evaluate (vt)

death:

(B) Words often confused

Bring out the difference in meaning of the following
pairs of words

1. stain, strain

3. steak, stick, streak
5. potable, portable

2. stager, stagger
4. entrance, entry

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions

1. cemetery (n) (area of land where the dead are
buried): There is a cemetery on the outskirts of
the city.
symmetry (n) (beauty resulting from harmony
between parts): Michael Angelo’s painting
‘Monalisa’ is a fine specimen of symmetry.

2. ample (adj) (with plenty of space): There is
ample room for all of us in the car.
ampoule (n) (small glass container for an
injection): The patient was administered one
ampoule of injection.

3. flier (n) (one who flees): The police captured the
flier.
flyer (n) (airman): The flyer was rewarded for his
flying skills.

4. dominate (vt) (have control, authority, or
influence): A strong will for success dominated
his mind.
domineer (vi) (act, speak in a dominating
manner): His wife usually domineers over him.

5. repellent (n) (a chemical substance that repels
insects): I usually use a mosquito repellent cream
before going to sleep.
repulsive (adj) (causing a feeling of disgust): I
hate to look at his repulsive appearance.

(C) Synonyms and Antonyms
(i) Synonyms
Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the one

given at the top
1. frugal
a. quiet b. economical
c. shy d. generous
2. rhetorical
a. convincing b. pleading

c. satirical

d. designed for showy, oratorical effect
3. sagacious

a. excessively grasping or covetous

b. truthful ~ c.lustful  d. discerning
4. dogmatic
a. angry b. powerful
c. vicious
d. excessively opinionated
5. furtive
a. stealthy b. nervous
c. jerky d. quick
Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
Word synonym
1. prodigious €normous
2. quench to extinguish
3. quintessence  purest part
4. quash to suppress
5. banal commonplace

(i) Antonyms
Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to
the one given at the top

1. fortitude
a. forgetfulness b. generosity
c. cowardice d. simplicity
2. transparent
a. covered b. opaque
c. clear d. misty

3. fragmented
a. undividable or whole b. temporary

c¢. crumbled d. partial
4. nascent
a. budding b. mature
c. elderly d. initial
5. yearn
a. struggle b. stubborn
c. loathe d. none of these

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions

Word Antonym
1. impair strengthen
2. vacillation determination
3. infuse extract
4. innocuous harmful
5. vainglorious  modest
(D) Spelling

Choose the correctly spelled word

1. a.connoniseur b. connoissure
. connoissurre d. connoisseur

2. a.compaletness b. completeness
c. complitness d. completeaness

3. a.conceeve b. concieive
c. conceive d. concive

4. a.compliment b. complimentt
c. compleament d. complimint

5. a.companion b. companeon
¢. comppanion d. compenion

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions
1. chronology 2. chronicle 3. commissioner
4. chauffeur 5. commemorate

(E) Phrases and idioms

Use the following phrases in sentences

1. cut one’s losses 2. pay one’s way

3. armed to the teeth 4.1in one’s elements
5. tied to (someone’s) apron strings

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions

1. under someone’s very nose (right in front of
some one): Interestingly the motorbike was stolen
from the police station itself under the Inspector’s
Vvery nose.

2. do one’s stuff (to show one’s abilities): In the
exam, do your stuff and come out with flying
colors.

3. let one’s hair down (to relax and enjoy oneself):
After the exam, students let their hair down.

4. have a soft spot for (some one) (to be fond of
some one): I have a soft spot for Mahweetis.

5. green about the gills (looking unwell): Our
teacher looked bit green about the gills when she
entered our class today.

IV. Grammar and Composition

Read the following conversation and put 'may',
'should', 'must' or 'will' into the correct space. In
some cases more than one answer may be possible.

Passenger: Excuse me! ..... I leave my suitcase
here for a moment?

Clerk: I’'m afraid no. You ..... keep your
luggage with you at all times.

Passenger: But I can’t carry it round all the time.
It’s far too heavy!

Clerk: You ..... get trolley.

Passenger: And where ..... I find one of these
trolleys?

Clerk: You ..... find one just outside the main
entrance.

Passenger: I suppose I ..... have to go and look for
one myself.

Clerk: Well, if you wait a moment, I ..... see if
I can call a porter for you.

Passenger: Thank you very much. I ..... be more
grateful. I really ..... buy myself some
wheels for my suitcases. That .... be the

answer to my problems.

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions

Suitable requests or commands:

1. Your neighbor in the class has scribbled in your
textbook and you don’t want him/her to do it
again.

“Don’t repeat such nuisance. I don’t like it.”

2. It is the first day of your holidays and you hope
your parents will not wake you up early.

“Please don't wake me up early. Tomorrow is a
holiday.”

3. Your friend is getting ready to go out. If he/she is
going to the library you want him/her to take your
book back too.

“Could you please take my book back to the
library in case you are going there?”

4. You can’t do your homework because your sister
is playing the radio in the next room.

“Stop the radio, I say. I can’t do my
homework.”

5. You are listening to an interesting lecture. The
person sitting next to you (a stranger) is distracting
you with stupid questions.

“Would you please keep quiet and let me listen
to the lecture?”

6. You are inviting some friends for your birthday
party. One of your friends expresses his inability
to attend due to the prior commitment.

“No excuse, please. Do try and make it to my
birthday party.” (Insistence or strong request)
“Sorry to hear that. Please see if you can still
come.” (Polite request)

(B) Composition
Expand the central idea contained in the maxim
106: READING MAKETH A FULL MAN

Suggested answers to the previous issue’s questions

105: PATIENCE AND FORBEARANCE
CAN OVERCOME MOUNTAINS
Patience and tolerance are great virtues which help
one to surmount all handicaps on way of achieving
the targeted objective. Burke is right when he says
'Hope and patience will achieve more than our
force.! Travelling patiently and hopefully with a
positive attitude is key to success. But there are some
impatient people who want to achieve the millennium
overnight effortlessly. It's small wonder that they fail
to fulfil their aspiration and eventually get frustrated.
They switch from one arena to another with the hope
of reaping a quick harvest. But lack of concentration
and consistent efforts in any field makes success a far
cry for them, leading to disillusionment and despair.
A vicious circle is created whereby impatience
generates more impatience. So in order to excel in
any field patience and forbearance are the inevitable

first step.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

“It is He Who hath produced you from a single

soul, then there is a resting place and a repository.

We detail our signs for people who understand.”
S6. A98

VI. Food for Thought

“Every great work of art has two faces, one
towards its own time and one towards the future,
towards the eternity.” —Daniel Barenboim
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Conceptual & terminological considerations in
translating scientific & technological texts:

The problem of meaning

Prof. Abdelrahman

. Abdrabou

echnical translation is gen-

erally viewed as one form

of specialized translation

which encompasses “the

translation of special lan-
guage texts, i.e. texts written using
Languages for Special Purposes.”
(Allen & Wright 1993:1). It is primar-
ily distinguished from other forms of
translation by terminology. Stylistically
speaking, technical translation is fre-
quently marked by certain grammatical
features such as passives, nominal-
izations, third person, empty verbs,
present tenses etc. (Newmark, 1988).
With these features in mind, technical
translation covers a wide range of text-
types. These include — among other
possibilities — instructional manuals,
notices, publicity reports and executive
summaries where emphasis is primar-
ily laid on forms of address and use
of second persons. It requires, in addi-
tion, careful considerations of ques-
tions of style & register at the macro
and micro contextual levels to meet the
differing expectations among the pro-
jected audience of the source language
text. However, the central difficulty in
achieving this objective is linked up
to the wave of new technologies with
which the translator has to wrestle.
Further problems are likely to emanate
from some technical neologisms in
the source language which are context
free. Even so called standardized terms
may lend themselves to different inter-
pretations: they are notorious for their
different meanings in various technolo-
gies. Scientific terms may — in addition
—denote various senses when variously
collocated.

The above overview underscores the
difficulty inherent in the translation
of scientific and technological texts.
This paper aims at investigating such
difficulties with a specific focus on the
concept of meaning and equivalence in
translating scientific texts from English
into Arabic. The major argument sus-
tained throughout this paper is that:
despite all difficulties, technical trans-
lation is all possible if the translator is
linguistically competent and is always
on the frontier of knowledge and in
close contact with data-banks and ter-
minology clearing houses.

Technical Translation: the question
of context

To begin with, it is useful to under-
score the basic requirement underly-
ing any translation act which is to
produce a comprehensible document
in the target language and to convey
the context of the original document.
This would necessitate a considerable
understanding of the register and dis-
course phenomena marking the source
language text. Siding with this notion,
Abrogast (1993:21) argues that the
different ways of “presenting and
sequencing information (in scientific

and technical texts) are register phe-
nomena that reflect cross — culturally
different author-reader relationships.”
To illustrate the significance of con-
text, discourse and register to scientific
and technical translation, the follow-
ing examples are given on the basis
of English/Arabic translations taken
largely from a variety of texts repre-
senting the broad spectrum of technical
translation.

English original:

(1) The Manchester Computing
Center Shop (MCC) stocks a large
range of software, computer consum-
ables and some hardware items. OPUS
PCs are available to order. Much of the
software available is via special site
license agreement.

(2) Owing to specially negotiated
terms of supply for some items, con-
tinuity of supply and prices cannot
always be guaranteed but every effort
is made to maintain stock of all items
listed.

(3) The shop exists to enable the
benefit of bulk purchase and educa-
tional discounts to be available to
staff and students of the University of
Manchester and UMIST. Some items
are available to other educational estab-
lishments by special agreement...

Computing Shop Catalogue, UMIST,
1994, p. (iii)

Typical of English academic texts,
the example above starts out with a
general statement followed by sup-
porting details intended primarily to
link-up the ‘new’ information with
something that is already given. (Cf.
Abrogast, 1993). The English register
thus dictates the format for information
packaging in such a way to tune in the
reader with the topic the author is set
out to present.

The discourse dynamics of the
Arabic translation that follows is heav-
ily influenced by the source text reg-
ister. Nevertheless, the packaging of
events is reflective of Arabic rhetorical
strategies where there is frequent use of
verbal statements.
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Continued on page 2
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The above translation represents a
deliberate desire on the part of the
translator to follow perceived norms in
Arabic. For instance ‘The Manchester
Computing Center’ is rendered into
Arabic as ‘the Sales Department of
the Manchester Computing Center.”
The word ‘Duk’kan’ in Arabic lends
itself automatically to the English
word ‘Shop’. However, ‘Duk’kan’
invokes different kinds of sense com-
ponents compared to ‘Shop’ in English.
Whereas the Arabic word is semantical-
ly delimited to ‘a grocery store’ where
only food supplies can be offered, the
English word ‘shop’ invokes a wide
range of possibilities including, among
other things, computer hard and soft-
ware items. The translator’s incursion
here is quite visible and the choices
made by the translator either substitute
or exclude some aspects of the origi-
nal. This confirms the argument raised
by Peter Fawcett (1995:178) in which
he insists that the majority of cases
in translation “exclude some aspects
of the original, so that the concept of
exclusion seems to be inherent in the
very ontological status of translation.”
But we could also pose the ques-
tion whether the above example is a
clear case of ‘exclusion’ or merely a
form of rewriting (Cf. Lefeyere, 1992)
motivated by the translator’s desire to
compromise and to appeal to the target
reader who is in many ways unlike the
source reader.

The above example demonstrates
clearly an attempt on part of the trans-
lator to bring the intended reader into
the translation equation. However,
the translator’s strategy in paragraph
(2) is tilted towards the source lan-
guage text function which is evidently
informative. This violates the norms
of expectations for the typical Arabic
reader who is likely to view the target
text from the beginning as a form of
‘advertisement’ intending primarily to
promote a specific product (i.e. com-
puter soft and hardware). The Arabic
reader may thus fail to understand

the wisdom of including the second
paragraph which is clearly disinviting
for potential consumers within this
specific type of readership. Reflecting
on such types of potential translation
problems, Anthony Pym (1992) and
Fawcett (1995:179) call for serious
attempts to classify the reader “from
the point of view of the possible or
permitted degree of involvement in
the text [reconstruction]... to account
satisfactorily for the wide variety of
translation strategies that exist in prac-
tice.” “Readership’s permitted degree
of involvement” called for by Pym and
Fawcett — though helpful in cultur-
ally contextualizing the target text — is
nevertheless difficult to quantify and
may thus adversely affect the concept
of meaning and equivalence appertain-
ing to the act of translation. Bearing all
these considerations in mind, it would
be safe to attribute the translation prob-
lem referred to earlier to conceptual
and cross-cultural semantics despite
the fact that the source text in focus
is technical. This contradicts the com-
monly held assumption that technical
translation difficulty emanates primar-
ily from terminological complexity.

Terminology: The perennial problem
of meaning and equivalence

The lack of equivalent terminology
in technical translation, where special-
ized jargons are involved, is a perennial
problem. It requires sustained research
efforts to ensure the internal consisten-
cy of the communicative act of transla-
tion. Translators are frequently baffled
by problematic terms which arise from
various genres and text-typologies and
are not just confined to science and
technology. Even with the availability
of specialized bilingual dictionaries,
translators are prone to experiencing
difficulties on how to disambiguate
terms in a particular context or text-
type. Consider the following example.

When to see your GP?
Because there is a danger that using

Poetry Corner

Ode to the far

Muad Ali Dabwan
muad55_a@hotmail.com

O, Far Star, where is your shining
light?

When you shine in her eyes,

Are you upset? Tis not right,

Dear Star, to say goodbye.

Ask the trees where Love is,

Say anything to leave this hush,

Ponder how the river did freeze,

Ask the goats why each does crush.

Reveal her beauty, the secret of the
earth,

Sing it high, with utmost ease,

Turn the old music into birth,

Show her the way, if you please.

Tell the moon at night to come down,

And the sun to double its heat,

Tell the Proud King to drop his crown,

All bid to weep at her feet.

Tell her tales of Old Times and stop,

Hark! For she really does know;

When played we on top of the hills,

And the grand mountains made of
SNOW.

Clean her tears while the stories relate,

Mark her heartbeats and gently keep

An ear to her talk, an eye to her state,

Stay up till late, defeat your sweet
sleep.

Teach her that Love forgives and teach
Her that Love is flowing still,
Teach her that Love can reach,

star

Even the deepest sea, or the highest
hill.

Teach her eyes to look at me again;

And tongue to speak once more,

Of the Ancient Love of no pain,

And the Pure Passion without sore.

Fetch the pleasures of life in her hand,

Recite heartily this tuneless verse;

Pour then to Heart, where love did
stand,

Bring her wounds and I will nurse.

Watch her carefully with great care,

Undo evil eyes that greedily eye

At her brown eyes, and lighter brown
hair,

At her fair face that in beauties cry.

Tell her my eyes have shown,

The secret of the Heart, that is thine,
And people knew what’s not known,
But to her eyes and to mine.

And the lips breed but sad sighs,

And deadly thoughts invade the mind,

Alas! Homeless Love mournfully
dries,

Isn’t that enough, Dear Star? How
unkind!

Tu es, belle dame, sans merci to see,

What parting has done to the head,

The black turned white, and you care-
free!

Our drowsy dream has no bed,

Fate chases me and despairs flow,

And sickly hours to me waylay,

Two more days you have to know,

I will be dying, by the way.

But she is back again to dwell,

Her place, Star, for I’ll never place

A stranger, till tolls the death-bell,

Or the place is gone, ‘tis a fatal case.

No life but Dear Love, Far Star,

Enough! Let’s once more be one,

Let’s be lovers near and far,

And declare to the world, one has
won.

The probiem of meaning

an-over-the-counter cough remedy
may mask a more serious underlying
condition, it is important to seek medi-
cal advice if your cough lasts for more
than two weeks or keeps coming back
or you experience unusual symptoms.
See your doctor if:

- you feel pain on breathing or
coughing;

- you start to cough up yellow, green
or brown phlegm or blood. Colored
phlegm is a sign of chest infection,
while the presence of blood may signi-
fy tuberculosis or pulmonary oedema,
or you experience sudden weight loss.

(Healthy Times, UniChem PLC,
Winter, 1995, p. 12)

Rendered into Arabic, the above text
stands as follows:

By el By gl 1o
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The English text undoubtedly poses
difficulty for the Arabic translator at
the terminology-level. From the start,
words such as ‘GP’ and 'over-the-
counter' are difficult to come up with in
Arabic. Since 'GP' is an acronym alien
to the Arabic culture — a library search
must be called upon for the full struc-
ture to be realized. Even with success
at this level, Arabic offers "sle gu)leo”
which is structurally and semantical-
ly equivalent to ‘general practitioner’
yet contextually awkward. Here the
problem shifts from finding equivalent
structures into identifying lexical items

which are pragmatically appropriate
and contextually fit compared to the
corresponding structures in the source
text.

On the other hand, the English
phrase ‘over-the-counter’ invites a
host of difficulties even for the most
qualified Arabic translator. At the sur-
face level, the structure seems lucid
and reasonably simple. Any bilingual
English/Arabic dictionary would pro-
vide entries for the three lexical items
which enter into the composition of the
above phrase. The cumulative diction-
ary — generated meaning is quite mis-
leading as it fails to capture the cultural
assumptions underlying the phrase in
the source text. In English speaking
countries, the dispensation of drugs
and medicines is strictly monitored and
potent drugs cannot be dispensed-off
by pharmacies without prescriptions.
This is rare — if not unheard of — in the
Arabic world where drug stores are
authorized to sell any medicine with or
without prescription. Hence the distinc-
tion does not exist between ‘prescribed’
and ‘over-the-counter’ medicine. Faced
with such a sticky situation, the Arabic
translator would have no option but
to improvise using paraphrasing and
explanatory comments to make-up for
the lexical and conceptual gap between
the source text and the target text. This
would explain why the Arabic render-
ing of such a short phrase is rather
lengthy. Translated back into English,
the Arabic equivalent would read as
'drugs' which are available for sale
without prescription.’

Concluding remarks

The examples cited in this paper
— though by no means exhaustive —
highlight the fact that technical trans-
lation requires more than dictionary
citation of equivalent words. As for all
translations, competency in the source
language is important, but facility and
ease with the target language is cru-
cial. Though proper knowledge of the
source language and mastery of the
writing skills in the target language are
prerequisites for discourse processing
across-linguistic boundaries, they are
not sufficient for technical translation.
As Mark Herman (1993:19) put it, “a
technical writer must also know the
subject matter of the original docu-
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Ibrahim: Good morning, teacher.
Teacehr: Good morning. What is your
name?

Ibrahim: Ibrahim. I’m in level three.
Teacher: Where are you from?
Ibrahim: I’'m from Jiblah, about 10
kms from here.

Teacher: I’ve heard about Jiblah. It’s
an old town, isn’t it?

Ibrahim: Yes, teacher. It’s a very old
town on solid rock; Jiblah means rock
in Arabic.

Teacher: I see. Tell me something
about it.

Ibrahim: It was the capital of Queen
Arwa, you must have heard of Queen
Bilgis.

Teacher: Were there queens in Yemen?
I thought only kings were here.
Ibrahim: No, teacher. There were a
few queens in Yemen, as efficient as
the kings.

A letter to the teachers of English: 107

Conversation skills
Ibrahim meets the Indian teacher

Haven’t you heard of Queen of Sheba?
She was a famous one in Yemen.
Teacher: The one who was praised
by King Salamon. Is there a museum
in Jiblah?

Ibrahim: What?

Teacher: Museum, where ancient
things are kept for the visitors to see.
Ibrahim: Oh, Yes. There is a museum,
a small one. There are a few old things
kept there; the building itself is old.
You can visit it one day, teacher.
Teacher: I will, Ibrahim. What else is
there for me to visit?

Ibrahim: There is an old mosque built
in 1088 A.D. probably in the queen’s
time.

Teacher: Oh. Really? So old? Must
be built with mud, mustn’t it?
Ibrahim: I think so, teacher. It is a
small one with four gates and two
minarets.

Teacher: Can I visit the mosque too?
Ibrahim: Of course, yes. When you
visit Jiblah.

Teacher: Thanks, Ibrahim. It is really
a good piece of information.
Ibrahim: Not al all, teacher. You are
welcome to Jiblah any time.

Activity: Ask two of your students to
role-play this conversation. Ask them to
write a similar conversation describing
their own town to a foreigner.

Truth is what doesn’t harm others.

Yours fraternally,
Dr. .M.N K.Bose

ment. Only then a clear, concise and
correct translation becomes possible.”
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To be educated or not to be

Athir Khalil Ibrahim

uring the past centuries

nations have achieved

a lot of progress in the

field of education. One

may ask, why have peo-
ple encouraged education and science
in different eras in history? May be
they had realized that education is the
only means for people to develop indi-
vidually and socially.

In our time education is taking many
shapes and forms and one, now, can
be educated without the need for join-
ing formal educational institutes or
schools. Educationists have divided
human life into educational stages, and
they indicate the kind of education
an individual should acquire in each
stage. Educationists all over the world

are trying to find out solutions for
educational problems and developing
the ways through which human beings
can be easily educated. One of the most
important problems in education is how
we can choose the appropriate sys-
tem without suffering the routine that
makes education a boring experience,
and not welcomed by a lot of people
in the primary stages of education. To
avoid boredom and monotony in the
education, certain strategies must be
adopted. Offering students a number of
club activities can help them strengthen
their bodies and refresh their minds.
Encouraging students to express them-
selves through acting plays, playing
music, writing and doing assignments
on their favorite topics, could be a real
help to make students develop their
self-confidence and love their schools.

Classes must participate collectively
in study visits to organizations, compa-
nies and locations as that may enhance
their grip over the lessons learned.

Furthermore, the library and/or
resource center is a good way to pro-
mote the reading skill, or otherwise
provide them with a cultural back-
ground. Some students seldom have
the opportunity of a frank conversation
with their parents; therefore annual
meetings for parents must be held in
order to discuss their achievements and
behaviors, and problems, if any, of their
children.

In conclusion, we can get the ideal
education if the three keys of educa-
tion (parents, school, students) work in
perfect harmony with one another so
as to produce the generation that our
societies are in need of.

Tick (v) the most appropriate
choice

1. What is the normal temperature
of a human body?
196.8°f
196.6° f
(199.8°f
(198.9°f

2. Newton's first law of motion
gives the concept of:
[ energy
[ inertia
d work
(1 force

3. Identify the scientist who proved
the existence of viruses
(4 Altman
(4 Strasburger

SCIENCE (UIz LINE

(4 Schimper
[ Ivanowski

4. Which of the following is also
known as 'laughing gas'?
[ Nitrogen oxide
[ Nitrous oxide
[ Nitrogen monoxide
[ Nitrogen

5. Soil erosion can be prevented
by:
[d over-grazing
[ deforestation
[ afforestation
[ increased bird population

Suggested answers to the previous

issue's questions

1. The mineral thatis named as 'fool's
gold' because its yellow color of-
ten confuses gold prospectors is
pyrite.

2. The large intestine of humans is
infested by certain beneficial bac-
teria which synthesize vitamin
K.

3. If a tall and red flowered plant is
crossed to a dwarf and white flow-
ered individual, the phenotypic
ratio in the F1 progeny will be
1:1:1:1.

4. The other factor, which is a ma-
jor cause of degradation of forest,
besides indiscriminate grazing is
forest fires.

5. The abbreviation HMT stands for
Hand Micro Telephone.

QUESTIONS
Box

Any guesses?

1. What is 'American Dream'?

2. What does 'Dutch Courage'
imply?

3. Which type of leave is termed
as 'French leave'?

4. Who is referred to as 'doubt-
ing Thomas'?

5. In which sense is the term
'peeping Tom' used?

Suggested answers to the

previous issue's questions

1. A 'hand-me-down'is 'an ar-
ticle of clothing or any other
article given away to some-
one when it becomes old
and one has no more use for
it.

2. The expression 'some one's
take on somebody' means
someone's opinion on some-
body.

3. You must get married: The
speaker expresses immedi-
ate or future obligation for
the listener to get married.
You should get married:
The speaker advises the lis-
tener and alerts him about
his duty. 'Should' is much
weaker than 'must'.

4. A client is 'someone who
makes use of the services of
a professional such as a law-
yer. A customer is someone
who buys things.

5. 'circumlocution’ is a round-
about way of saying things.
It is an instance of saying in
many words what may be
said in few words.




Education

27 March, 2006 3

ntroduction
to study

‘ A i
Dr Jayashree
Mohanraj

Faculty of Arts
[ ] Taiz University

fter locating a relevant

book in the library, what

do we do with it? Of

course we will read it!

There is no doubt about
it. But the point I am making here is,
how do we go about reading the book.
For this, we need to know the entire
contents of the book. This informa-
tion is given to the readers in the arti-
cle written by Mohanraj (YT 12 Dec
2005). So I am not repeating it. I will
confine myself to how do we make our
reading efficient. There are two aspects
to reading: (a) speed (b) comprehen-
sion. Both aspects are important.

A very efficient reader reads at least
400-500 words per minute. The aver-
age speed expected of an average col-
lege student is at least 200-250 words
per minute. There are various exercises
which help us improve our speed in
reading (Reading Comprehension by
Edward Fry). We should remember that
we use different strategies of reading
for different kinds of information. For
example, we survey the text to locate
particular information. This is called
scanning. We do this when we look
at the Contents and Index pages of
the book. We also survey for overall
impression of the book. For example,
we do it when we read the blurb. We
call this skimming. Once we decide
to read the chapters we start intensive
reading.

I feel it is necessary to mention here
a few dos and don’ts for efficient speed
reading. 1. Do not read each word but
read in chunks or group of words .
2. Do not interrupt your reading too
often to refer to the dictionary if you
come across unfamiliar words. Try to
guess the meaning Most of the time the
context helps you in understanding the
meaning. 3. Do not move your head
and eyes following the lines. 4. Do not
follow the lines with your finger or
pen. 5. Do not sub-vocalize i.e. move
your lips and read in subdued tone. All
these habits reduce speed of reading.

It is natural that we cannot remember
all that we read. And it is futile to read
the same book again and again each
time we need the information. Hence
we make notes while reading to retain
the information and will be able to
retrieve it whenever we need it. It is
therefore essential to develop the skill
of note- taking efficiently while we
read a book or even when we listen
to a classroom lecture. One primary
and most essential point we should
remember here is that we should not try
to write down everything that we read
or listen to. That defeats the purpose of
note-making.

We can say that there are three main
reasons for note- taking : (a) to have a
record of the information (b) to retrieve
information when necessary, and (c)
to make the information part of our
knowledge. And we normally use any
of the three methods or all of them
while taking notes: i. We summarize
(if we want the general idea of a large
amount of material) . ii. We paraphrase
(if we want detailed information, we
write in our own words). iii. We quote
(if we want to use exact words, sen-
tences of the author).

We can use different ways of taking
notes. We can use loose sheets which
can be filed. We can take notes in a
note-book. We can take notes on note-
cards. If we are taking notes to write a

research paper or project report taking
notes on note-cards is the best method,
because we need to organize the large
material and also need information for
References/ Bibliography. Note-cards
are easy to handle and can be arranged
alphabetically. On each card we should
write the author’s full name, title of the
book or journal and the page numbers
where the material is available.

The first thing we need to do while
taking notes from a text is to survey
the text for the main points. Then read
the text again noting down the main
points or ideas, relating one point with
the next. This is called organizing the
notes.

We can use several strategies while
taking notes. We can make a list of the
main points. We can use a flow chart.
We can also use a tree diagram These
are quick and also help us to remember
the details easily. Depending on the
type of the text we should decide the
way we use the strategy. We can even
use a combination of all or some of
these. For example, if it is a descrip-
tion of an organization and its several
departments and sections, we can adopt
a tree-diagram. If it is a process we can
use a flow-chart. If it is a critical essay
with several comments we can make a
list of the logical arguments presented.

While taking notes we should remem-
ber that we need not write full sentenc-
es. Secondly, we can use abbreviations.
Abbreviations used should preferably
be the standard ones because personal
style of abbreviations may cause con-
fusion at a later stage when we look at
the notes after some lapse of time. We
may forget what an abbreviation stands
for. We can also use acronyms, signs,
numbers in place of words where pos-
sible, dashes and other useful punctua-
tion marks to show the links between
main and sub-ideas. Another point
which is important in note-taking is ,
if we are quoting we should take down
the words, sentences, including the
punctuation marks exactly as they are
written along with the page numbers.

Taking notes of classroom lectures
is an essential skill all learners at col-
lege level need to develop. We can use
either note-books or loose sheets for
this purpose. They are better than note-
cards. On a given day a learner listens
to more than one lecture on more than
one subject. Hence, though notebooks
are convenient to carry, the lecture
notes on the same subject will be scat-
tered on different pages. Hence, using
loose sheets which can be filed neatly
subject-wise and date-wise are better.

The first thing we need to remember
taking notes while listening is to write
the name of the speaker and the topic
and date on the top. This will help us
file the papers without any confusion.
Secondly, we should never try to write
down full sentences. It is not possible
as the speed of speaking and the speed
with which we write do not match.
We have to be alert in the class so that
we don’t miss any essential points.
Normally teachers/speakers list out the
main points, they even write them
down on chalk boards. And they use
illustrations to drive home a point. We
can use abbreviations for the examples.
Sometimes speakers digress into anec-
dotes and jokes to retain the attention
of the audience. We should know the
purpose of such digressions and avoid
taking them down.

Normally classroom notes help us
understand the ‘handouts’ better and
in the long run help us prepare for the
examination. Hence we should develop
the skill of taking notes in the class.
Incidental benefits of this skill are it
keeps us alert in the class and also
helps increasing our comprehension
and writing speed.

To sum up, we have discussed in the
two parts of this article how to locate a
book and read it efficiently and also the
uses of the study skill in our learning
programme. I hope it will make learna
ing more enjoyable and fruitful.

Concluded

Dr M.N.K. Bose
Professor of English
IbbUniversity.
Yemen

have chosen to use the term

‘genderism’ instead of ‘sexism’,

commonly used in gender stud-

ies literature, mainly because I

am aware that the later term
might make some of my readers pant,
perspire and panic, as any word with
‘sex” as a component is tabooed and
the speaker or the writer of the word
is ogled by others. Both these terms
mean that one of the sexes —female
or male -is oppressed in favour of the
other. Like racism and classism, sexism
is against the interest of the students,
if practiced in schools and colleges,
consciously or unconsciously. Many
people have raised their voices against
racism and classism, oppression and
inequality in terms of colour, wealth,
politics, ethnicity and nationality in
social and educational institutions and
laws against them have been instituted
in many countries, but very few voices
have been raised against sexism and
rarely had any laws been instituted
against sexist practices in schools and
colleges; even in countries where such
laws are in vogue, they remain in
law books: curriculums continue to
be gender-biased; classroom practices
are in favour of one sex; teaching
materials are skewed against one sex.
Unfortunately, the oppressed sex hap-
pens to be the females, irrespective of
whether it is a developed or developing
country. With the onset of movements
such as women'’s liberation movements
in countries like the USA and the
practice of equal opportunities poli-
cies, girls have gained an edge over the
boys, for example in their continuous
performance in GCSE, and there are
voices calling for reconsideration and,
if necessary, reversal of the policies so
that positive action is now directed at
boys’ learning problems.

The main reason for this inequal-
ity against females is not difficult to
understand. Our society is tradition-
ally a patriarchal one, grounded on
three assumptions: that the separate
spheres of men and women are natural
divisions based on biology-as-destiny
ideology; that women are defined in
relation to men and children rather
than as individual beings; and that
women are inferior to men. In India,
female children are often unwanted and
the government’s attempts to educate
people against this inhuman practice
through mass media drain the exche-
quer; the results are rather encourag-
ing. In most other countries, including
the developed ones, female children
are brought up in such a way that
they grow weak, meek, submissive
and domesticated, based on the belief
that biology is destiny. This belief is
instilled in girls through socialization
practices such as male chauvinism and
institutional sexism in male-dominated
institutions such as schools, colleges
and work places.

Male chauvinism, exhibited at the
level of personal relationships, refers to
attitudes and activities through which
males display their sense of superior-
ity over females. For example, the
slang terms such as chick, fox, and
bitch to refer to women place them
metaphorically on the level of animals;
other terms such as broad and party
for women refer to things rather than
human beings. In some societies like
mine, the pronoun used for women is
‘adhu / idhu’, the Tamil equivalent of
‘it’, denigrating them to the status of
things. In some other societies in India,
the husband addresses his wife not by
her name but as the mother of X or
Y (son or daughter), as if she doesn’t
possess any name at all. With in the
home, male chauvinism is expressed
in other ways too. Many men refuse
to share the household tasks such as
cooking, cleaning and baby caring,
as such activities are women’s work.
Some men feel proud saying that they
have never entered the kitchen even for
making a cup of tea in their life! ‘In our
culture’, say Hochschild and Machung
in their book “The second shift: inside
the Two-job marriage”, ‘a man’s home
is his castle and since few households
have paid servants, the little woman
must often suffice’. Women who work
outside the home are not spared from
housekeeping and they are expected to
do it cheerfully. In addition, working

women may have to tolerate the ‘male
mischief’, which is common in sophis-
ticated societies, in the office functions
and parties. Women who challenge
such practices are dubbed as frustrated
females and frigid.

Another annoying factor against
women, which is gaining grounds in
recent days, is institutional sexism
— the subordination of women built
into societal institutions. While male
chauvinism operates at the interper-
sonal level, institutional sexism is more
on the level of ongoing, organizational
routine. In the economy, politics and
education, women are systematically
treated in a manner that institutional-
izes and increases their disadvantage
compared to men. MacEwen Scott, in
her study in the 1980s and 1990s of
women’s role in the economies of the
countries concludes that despite the
profound economic and social changes
of recent years men and women still
remain highly segregated at work, and
this segregation is strongly related to
inequalities in pay, career prospects
and employment protection. For exam-
ple, women are paid less than men for
the same sort of unskilled jobs such as
building work, women are not allowed
to do certain jobs called ‘men’s jobs’;
women are denied certain facilities
which men enjoy in the workplaces.
Even where equality in pay exists, the
time a woman spends for her household
work is not taken into consideration.
Employers in general never consider
the fact that it is because women take
care of the household, men are able to
do their work efficiently; in fact, the
pay a man gets for his job includes
what his wife does at home in order
to make him available for his work;
thus women contribute unpaid labour
to the economy and it is a boon to the
employers; in its absence husbands
would be forced to demand for higher
wages than they presently receive in
order to pay for house keeping and
child care services. Unfortunately,
institutional sexism is often less ame-
nable to confrontation and attack than
male chauvinism.

Both these factors are based on the
belief that biology is destiny. According
to this belief, basic biological and psy-
chological differences exist between
men and women and women are
endowed with qualities that are suited
to perform domestic duties within the
protective environment of the home.
Nature has decreed that women play
caretaker roles such mother, wife and
housekeeper. Those who venture out-
side home for work should occupy jobs
such as nurses, teachers, caretakers and
social workers, that are in line with
these qualities. These roles are nothing
but an extension of their domestic role
as a support to men and their work. On
the other hand, men with their compet-
ing qualities should go out and work;
they are providers and protectors and
women are dependents.

Further, business and industry
increase their profit through commer-
cial advertisements appealing mostly at
women. Sales appeals to women take
place on two levels: subtle attacks on
their sense of personal adequacy and
messages to suggest ways of relieving
them of the burdens of housework.
These appeals are generally written
down by men and they play upon the
roles allocated to women by the biol-
ogy-as-destiny ideology. These adver-
tisements force women to worry about
their skin, lips, hair, weight, shape:
purchase more beauty products to
make yourselves sexually attractive. Or
they suggest the ways of making their
housework easier: buy home appli-
ances. These are again subtle ways
keeping them in their domestic roles,
subordinate to men.

This ideology is perpetuated mostly
by the social practices in the male-
dominated societies. At birth, children
are dresses differently, where gender
differentiation begins. In our society, it
is not a matter of shame if a male child
is seen naked but a female child should
never be seen naked. The toys parents
and relatives choose for the children
are gender-related; boys get toy cars,
planes, cricket bats and toy pistols
whereas girls receive dolls, cooking
sets, cosmetic kits and hand bags in
order to make them believe their roles
are caretakers and sex objects. Girls are
encouraged to be soft spoken, gentle,
coy and cute and not aggressive, com-
petitive, which are boy’s qualities. In

many traditional homes, girls are not
allowed to laugh aloud. Proverbs such
as ‘a girl loses her modesty if she
laughs aloud as tobacco loses its fla-
vour if it is opened’ help perpetuate the
submissive role of women throughout
their life. They are dependent on their
fathers when they are children and till
they get married, on their husbands
when they are married and on their
sons, if and when they become widows
—dependence from birth to death. Boys,
on the other hand, are encouraged to be
assertive, aggressive and competitive
and the worst insult to a small boy is to
say that he is ‘girlish’. “Why do you cry
like a girl?’ is a common remark about
boys who cry. Most of the children who
grow up in these circumstances, find it
easier to live up to the expectations of
the parents, fitting themselves into the
roles they are expected to.

Such gender-segregation contin-
ues in schools and colleges in many
countries. Girls are often sent to sin-
gle-sex schools, where their feminine
consciousness is further nurtured. In
mixed schools, their roles are clearly
defined by the system: their seats are
separate, their toilets are separate, their
cafeterias are separate, and their games
are separate; girls play soft ball and
hand ball but boys cricket and football.
The curriculum especially the teach-
ing materials favour boys playing up
the male sex: it is not common to see
pictures in schools textbooks where
Fatima and Jane are in kitchen and
market, Peter and Samir in the football
ground and computer center; Sue and
Mona would like to become nurses and
teachers but Ram and Abdullah doctors
and engineers. The classroom activities
deny girls their right; most of the teach-
ers ask questions to the boys rather
than girls; even when asked, girls sulk
and avoid answering questions and the
teachers do not insist on their answer-
ing either. It is not rare to see young
male teachers teaching in mixed classes
not to turn to the girls and address them
at all; they ignore the girls who offer to
answer questions and choose the boys
to answer questions. Traditionally, sub-
jects such as language and literature,
in which not much cognitive skills are
involved are known as ‘girls’ subjects’
and mathematics and physics ‘boys’
subjects’. Girls tend to attribute failure
in academic subjects to lack of abilities
and to equate success with ‘luck’.

In colleges, as adolescents, girls are
again and again made to be conscious
of their gender role. Having been sen-
sitized to their gender identity by their
parents and society, they begin to have
their first fears of human obsolescence;
they begin to think ‘What will boys
think of me?” The drive for social
acceptability, popularity and recogni-
tion is constantly tempered by concern
with what boys will think. They are
made to feel that it is safest just to be
women, members of the weaker sex
— sexually attractive, sensitive, emo-
tional, nurturant and supportive com-
panions to men; in other words, they
slip into ‘woman’s place’ as defined
by the biology-as destiny ideology, not
competing with boys, as they are less
than them.

The Yemeni society, like that Indian
society, is patriarchal in nature and
there is an undercurrent of bias against
women, which is pointed out and pro-
tested against in the reports in the
Yemen Times often. However, attempts
to balance it are not absent; many orga-
nizations, non-governmental as well as
governmental, keep raising their voices
against the bias, but more has to hap-
pen. In educational institutions, espe-
cially in colleges where mixed classes
are a norm, girls are at a disadvantage,
though their number exceeds that of
boys: they often feel frightened to ask
questions or answer them, exclusively
because, as one of them confessed,
they are afraid of the boys who would
tease them outside the class if their
answers were wrong or correct; they
are often hesitant to participate in the
classroom discussions, again because
of the fear about the boys; they can-
not meet the teacher to discuss their
academic problems, unless they found
someone to accompany them; there are
hardly facilities for their sports and
games in many institutions; in other
words, as stated above, they are all the
time conscious of ‘what will boys think
of me?” Being a patriarchal society,
their homes have a lot of restrictions,
but in schools and colleges, they can be

Genderism in society,
schools and colleges

helped to see them as individuals with
rights equal to the boys, which the con-
stitution has granted them. In personal
conversations, [ have found that many
boys in colleges are not happy about
girls studying in colleges; their place
is home, according to them. Years ago,
the Yemen Times published a letter
written by one of my students in which
he had argued vehemently against girls
studying in colleges and not staying
at home maintaining the kitchen and
bringing up children. In a recent article
in the Yemen Times entitled ‘Educated
women are lost treasure’, it was painful
to read that men don’t prefer to marry
educated women for various reasons,
most of them are based on bias against
women; it is, however, heartening to
note that there is a change in the think-
ing of men in recent times, as evi-
denced by the statements of a few men
interviewed.

Of course, things are not as bad
as it was in the past; healthy posi-
tive signs are forthcoming. We see
women participating in all spheres of
life; woman minister, woman ambas-
sador, women educationists, women
educational leaders, women police,
women doctors, women journalists,
women administrators and executives
and women businesspersons; most of
these jobs were once considered to be
exclusively ‘men’s jobs’. Girl students
competing with boys in inter-university
competitions and winning prizes, girls
competing for scholarships to study
abroad and going abroad for higher
studies are healthy trends towards rec-
ognizing women’s role in the society.
Women'’s forums voicing their concern
about the inequality between sexes and
women’s organizations training women
to participate in national activities are
on the increase; media too play a useful
role in highlighting incidences where
women fight against their problems
in the society such as early marriage,
harassment against women etc. More
women attending illiteracy eradication
classes, as recently reported in the
Yemen Times, show the urge in them
to improve their status.

Schools and colleges have respon-
sible roles to play in perpetuating this
healthy trend, instilling confidence in
girl students and letting them believe
that they can do. The confidence-build-
ing exercise should begin in schools,
by including in the classroom teaching
stories about successful women in the
world and in Yemen, brave women
like Queens Bilquis and Arwa; stories
that appear in the newspaper of women
who fight for their rights (one appeared
recently in the Yemen Times entitled
‘Run away bride’). They should be
encouraged to participate in class dis-
cussions and clarify their doubts, if
hey have any, without worrying much
about the boys. They should be appre-
ciated openly if they get better marks
than boys in tests and encouraged to be
competitive. Boys should be educated
to accept the equality between sexes
and should be made to realize that edu-
cated women are an asset to the family,
as some of the men interviewed have
reported in the article mentioned above.
The schools and colleges should often
look at their curriculums closely to see
that they are not gender-biased either in
terms of teaching materials or method-
ology or evaluation. Teachers have to
often ask themselves if their classroom
interaction favours one sex against the
other; if their classroom examples are
gender-biased; if the jokes they use
in the class are against one sex and so
on in order to stay gender neutral. It
is more important in English classes
because most of the materials we use in
our school and college classes are male
oriented. (I have analysed the school
English textbooks in Yemen and found
that they are biased against the female
sex.) Moreover, we have the burden
of teaching a foreign language, most
often through materials smacking of a
culture alien to our students and to us,
a culture, in which ‘anything can go’ in
the name of liberation, as some people
think. The materials we choose should
be gender neutral; where they are not
so, the students should be encouraged
and empowered to argue against them
teasing out the gender- bias in them;
this will lead to sensitizing them — both
boys and girls — to gender equality so
that the future generation has a healthy
development. As Thiruvalluvar, a great
Tamil poet points out, “all human
beings are equal in their birth”.
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goods have a wide and highly competitive global
market. Moreover, in an age of consumerism,
the conscious consumer is extremely selective. In
this context, advertisement plays a significantly

e With our new scheme, you may not be sure, but
you can be secure.
e ONIDA: The neighbor's envy, the owner's

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions
1. Soon going from the memory: evanescent (n)
2. Likely to happen under some circumstances:

(B) Words often confused
Bring out the difference in meaning of the following
pairs of words

2. stager (n) (a person of long experience): He
is an old stager. Everyone seeks his advice in
crisis.
stagger (vi) (walk or move unsteadily): The old
man staggered from side to side of the road.

3. steak (n) (thick slice of meat, fish for frying,
grilling, stewing): We are very fond of steak.
stick (n) (thin branch cut from a bush or tree):
The poor woman gathered dry sticks to make a
fire.
streak (n) (long, thin, irregular line or band):
She has a streak of grey hair on her head.

4. entrance (n) (opening, gate, door, passage,
etc.): Everyone uses the front entrance to go to
the office.
entry (n) (coming or going in): A visa is
essential for entry into a foreign country.

(i) Synonyms

Choose the word that is closest in meaning to the
one given at the top

1. insatiable

c. aggressive  d.
3. infringe
a. to encroach b. to surround

scornfully superior

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

c. compulsory d. voluntary

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

(D) Spelling
Choose the correctly spelled word

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions
1. connoisseur 2. completeness 3. conceive
4. compliment 5. companion

(E) Phrases and idioms

Use the following phrases in sentences

1. get (something) off the ground

2. have a fit 3. shake in one’s shoes
4. below par 5. pull strings

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions

1. cut one’s losses (to decide not to waste any
more time, effort, etc. on something): I have
spent so much time for learning music. It is high
time I cut my losses and gave it up.

2. pay one’s way (to pay for one’s own expenses):
Mansour took up a part time job to pay his

participation in the discussion shows that he is
in his elements.

5. tied to (someone’s) apron strings (too much
under the influence or control of a woman,

Arrange these words in five groups of six words
each. Each group should contain words which are
related to each other.

106: READING MAKETH A FULL MAN
Francis Bacon, father of English essay, says:

about men and matters and about the world affairs.
Acquisition of knowledge puts him ahead of others
because knowledge is power. As a matter of fact,

in the frontiers of knowledge. It is no denying the
fact that reading or the print media can potentially
be a welcome supplement to the electronic media
in building up a full man intellectually, emotionally
and spiritually.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran
“That is Allah, your Lord!
There is no god but He,
The Creator of all things
Then worship ye Him and He hath power to
dispose of all affairs.”
S6: A102

VI. Food for Thought

“He who establishes his argument by noise and

command shows that his reason is weak.”
—Michael de Montaigne

CNPERVERE

by DAVID OUELLET

THE PURSUIT OF SUCCESS

Solution: 12 letiers
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Why is it too long
My travelling way?
Is my choice wrong?

om 27

My vague way

With me all night long?
Will my port one day
Receive what I long?

I. What to Say 5. potable (adj) (fit to drink): This water is not way. Why it's full of clay, Or dreams melt away?
Situations and Expressions (87) potable as it has not been properly filtered. 3. armed to the teeth (fully armed with the tools, Thorns and I'm not strong? Mohammed Al-Malahi
The advertisement idiom portable (adj) (that can be carried about, not information, etc. required): He went to the Why it's only grey P.0.Box 132
his is an age of advertisement. With the fixed): I bought a portable TV. interview board armed to the teeth. My rose and my song? Riyadh 11411
adoption of market economy in the wake 4. in one’s elements (in a situation that one Why don't birds stay KSA
I of globalization, the manufacturers of (C) Synonyms and Antonyms finds comfortable and pleasant): His active

Dark man

You live in your cave
Because you are a dark man

Without key
Sometimes you seem to be with me
But when I turn around

I don't know who you are
What would you do if you were in

promotional role for marketing of products. a. hungry b. exhausted especially one’s mother or wife): At this age also Or you lgok like a L2y of moor}light iy place?

Yemen Soft thinks of the present with the future c. thirsty d. greedy he is tied to the apron strings of his mother. Which disappears in the morning Will you make me a dream
minds. 2. supercilious .. You are not an open book That you forget me

« Real Estate: Safe investment, high returns. a. foolish b. shallow-minded IV. Grammar and Composition You're closed with a huge lock When you wake up

May be the best thing to do
Is to forget all about you
And never think of it again.

pride. c. to decorate d. to limit tube linear motorbike handbag syitcase I don't find you near me Because you are not mine

« Better buy Usha, you can't buy better. 4. accrue track luggage  journey  harbor line Where are you? You are a darkling thrush
a. to keep hold of b. to overcome excursion path station trip airport And who are (')u{) Who I'm afraid I can never touch

II. How to Say it Correctly c. to obtain secretly d. to accumulate hold all  outing part docks  quay A 17y : Rania Ali Mok ’ d
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences 5. reticence rucksack lane briefcase drive taxi T you real! £ deli anma Aty VLo ammle
1. Theard a bottle smashing. a.modesty  b. caution Jjet hovercraft route tour way Or just a phantom of delight  Level3
2. Ttold where we should meet. c. strength d. tendency to keep silent Are you a hallucination and its ring Faculty of Education and Arts
3. She asked me the way how to get to the city Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions Or an ordinary human being? Khawlan

training program in here.

center. Passenger: Excuse me! May I have my suitcase . .
4. She debated if to tell her mother about the Word Synonym here for a moment? My life without you
accident. 1l frugal. ecopomlcal Clerk: 'm afrald.not. You shogld keep your 1 wvasilti needl (o Bo aloe peared
5. When I went to the dentist last week I got two rhetorical designed for showy luggage V‘,’lth you atall times. My heart is your home It was there when you were near
teeth taken out. oratorical effect Passenger: But I can’t carry it round all the time. . , . . .
3 . . . ; When I go he goes with me I’'m still hearing your voice around
. sagacious discerning It’s far too heavy. He’s still showi h
Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions 4. dogmatic excessively opinionated Clerk: You must get a trolley BB Showing me ere. o ,
1. 1 refuse to allow you to go on the trip. 5. furtive stealthy Passenger: And where may I find one of these How my life is without you Calling me and saying “Baby don’t
2. He made me do it trolleys? I come back and talk have fear
3. Did you remember to buy some milk on your (i) Antonyms Clerk: You will find one just outside the main To your picture and smell your You will find me every where”
way home? Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning entrance. clothes Baby I'm still waiting for you
4. If the stain doesn’t come out of your shirt when 0 the one given at the top Passenger: I suppose I will have to go and look for When will you come back? I miss And this is my life without you
you wash it, try soaking it first in the bleach. 1. harbinger one myself. ) you So come back home soon
5. He advised giving up smoking. Or, He advised a. follower b. fore.runner Clerk: Well, if you wait a moment, I will see And every thing in my life And don’t let me feel alone again.
me to give up smoking. C. por}der d. decide if I can call a porter for you. Is getting dark without you Rania Ali Hagag
2. pathgtlc _ Passenger: Thank you very much. I should be The beauty of my life has disap- Sana'a
II1. Increase Your Word Power a. diseased b. languid most grateful. I really must buy myself
(A) How to express it in one word c. rigid d. healthy some wheels for my suitcases. That
1. Stretch a description beyond the truth. 3. pathetic . will be the answer to my problems. Teacher Education (2
2. Make or uncover by digging. a. sympathetic b. hale and hearty . ( )
3. Passage, extract, from a book. c. healthy d. farcical (B) Composition s = .
4. Government department in charge of public 4-endear Expand the central idea contained in the maxim Tral ni ng al‘ld Ed ucatlon
money. a. cheap b. attach 107: BEAUTY IS TRUTH Dr. Ramakanta Sahu
5. Government tax on certain goods manufactured, C. ahefnate d. help AND TRUTH BEAUTY
sold, or used within a country. S. voluminous n the domain of teacher preparation, the term 'teacher education' is usually
a. bulky b. slight Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions preferred to 'teacher training' because the former subsumes a wider conno-

tation as contrasted with the latter which is narrow in its focus. For instance
training' is defined as 'a course of special exercise, practice, food, etc. to
keep sportsmen or animals healthy and fit'. Obviously, training implies a top-
down approach, a undirectional (from trainer to trainee) and mechanical habit for-

eventual (ad)) Word Antonym "Reading maketh a full man, writing an exact man, . ; . )
i 1. fortitud: rdi nferen ready man." Bacon rightly emphasi mation for doing a particular job.
3. Turn out from a house or land by law: evict (vt) o IKETyLMALS ORI conterence a ready man.” bacon rightly emphasizes On the other hand, education is a continuing, lifelong creative endeavor which is
4. Anything that gives reason for believing 2. transparent — opaque the wholesome impact of reading to cultivate bipolar and which evolves as a result of mutual interaction between the trainer and
something: evidence (n) 3. fragmented undivided or whole a complete and balanced p‘ersonahty. ) Rf:adn'{g the trainees. Since teaching is essentially a creative process 'teacher education' is
5. Show that one has a feeling, quality: evince (vt) 4. nascent mature expands the reader's mental horizon by enriching his a more appropriate term than 'teacher training.'
5. yearn loathe knowledge. It gives the reader a comprehensive idea In many countries there are two separate course modules mounted for PRESET

and INSET programs. But in Yemen the main components of both the concepts
have to be integrated in the course structures of the faculties of Education, since
there is no provision for a separate or exclusive preservice and inservice teacher

Dear Dr. Sahu,

Thank you so much for sending
a copy of “Yemen Times Education
Supplement” in its new format which
seems to me a better version than
the earlier one. I am glad to note
that besides the usual items, the
Supplement also has a variety of
interesting features like Letters to
the Editor, Campus Clippings/News,
Question Box, Science Quiz line
and other delightful and informative
pieces on issues related to not only
ELT and Literature, but also general
topics which make the Supplement
interesting to all categories of read-
ers in Yemen. The colored pictures
are delightful to the eyes, but I think
extra care should be taken regard-

1. lassitude, latitude Ll 01rt1f 1€ ate L, couiificaie fEalies e, e Glffn dan e, leaders'. Moreov;r, Through this column, it will be our endeavor to discuss some basic issues per-
2. coalesce, collate, collect < camflkate. . certefecate; reaq Crs are greated 17 R Hepce s cm01al taining to teacher preparation because teachers are the architects of the nation's
3. censer, censor, censure 2. a.condencation b. condensation to inculcate in the younger generation in particular destiny. In so far as a teacher plays a decisive role to shape the character of young
4. immoral, amoral ¢. condensasion d. condensosion and others in general, the love for reading. However, men and women, who are the builders of a prosperous tomorrow, teachers affect
3. a.Cesar b. Caesar children should be exposed to culturally and eternity.

Suggested answers to the previous lesson’s questions c. Cezar d. Cizar emotionally appropriate material to ensure a healthy In the next part we will discuss the concept of 'education’.
1. stain (vt) (make colored patches or dirty marks): 4. 4. dilagent b. diligent mental development that is key to creating a healthy

The child has badly stained his clothes. c. deligent d. delegent social order. In the modern age of information

strain (vt) (stretch tichtly): He strained himself - a.defination b. definason technology, the role of reading is all the more L P

to achit(tve) lgis goal. ghtly) c. definition d. deffinition significant to keep one abreast of the rapid extension ETTERS TO THE RESENTER

disappeared for 3 weeks last month.

Regarding the new module appear-
ing once a month, I am afraid I am
not quite in favour of its periodicity
because the reader has to wait for
long three weeks to get the page.
When it comes it would be difficult
for the reader to process the infor-
mation load. It is better to access the
information in easy installments than
in bulk in one go.

One thing I liked about the new
module which is its attractive com-
plexion. I highly appreciate the lay-
out as well as the selection and distri-
bution of the features. I would like
its publication twice a month.

Mohammed Modhaffer
modhaffer990@yahoo.co.uk
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