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Ramadan: King of all months

By: Aqgeel Al-Halali
For the Yemen Times

SANA’A, Sept. 13 — The ruling
General People’s Congress (GPC) has
confirmed that the upcoming parlia-
mentary elections are scheduled to be
held in April 2009. In the meantime, the
Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) have
demanded  that the  Supreme
Commission  for  Election and
Referendum (SCER) be re-elected “on
an impartial basis”.

Sultan Al-Barakani, assistant secre-
tary general of the GPC, said in a press
conference last Saturday that the JMP
have to choose between either partici-
pating in the elections or boycotting
them, and maintained that the GPC is
committed to the constitutional
appointments regarding the elections.

While the ruling GPC undertakes to hold elections in due time

JMP demands re-forming the election committee

He said that the GPC “will work with
its international partners to carry out the
elections based on the European Union
document both the GPC and JMP
approved in 2006.”

“50 percent of the items included in
the European Union’s document don’t
need any law or constitution amend-
ments,” said Al-Barakani, who heads
the GPC parliamentary bloc. “The
SCER is expected to abide by the doc-
ument, except for some items that still
need law and constitutional amend-
ment. We will discuss these items with
our international partners since the JMP
demand adjourning the elections, rather
than discussing the content of the docu-
ment.”

He pointed out that his party wel-
comed all opinions and views that can
improve the election process, including

Sultan Al-Barakani during the press conference.
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the European Union recommendations,
and confirmed that the elections would
not be adjourned.

Al-Barakani added, “We are careful
that the Socialist Party remains in the
political arena since it is a main partner
in national unification.”

He further said that the JMP “haven’t
so far agreed on the names of their can-
didates for SCER membership “, accus-
ing them of breaking the principle
agreement signed between the two
sides in 2006.

Concerning the presidential amnesty
for political detainees, Al-Barakani said
that “their release was based on politi-
cal will as brothers in the Islah party
cared only about Fahd Al-Qarni, and
never asked about journalist Abdul
Karim Al-Khaiwani or the Socialist
Party-affiliated detainees.”

Doing Business 2009 report: Yemen holds
record development in business regulations

By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

SANA’A, Sept. 13 — Yemen jumped 25
places in the global rankings on the ease
of doing business and was listed as the
world’s 98th business reformer this year,
according to the World Bank’s Doing
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Business 2009 report, released on
Wednesday.

“Yemen introduced a one-stop shop
and cut the paid-in minimum -capital
requirements. The new one-stop shop
makes it possible to complete business
start-up at a single location and easier to
obtain a license from the municipality and
to register with the chamber of commerce
and the tax office. This was one of the
boldest reforms recorded in this year’s
Doing Business report, and resulted in an
advance of 25 positions in the global
aggregate rankings for Yemen,” the report
said.

“Economies worldwide are increasing-
ly committed to regulatory reforms, and
this is evident in the Middle East and
North Africa, the region with the second-
largest share of economies that made it
easier to do business,” said Dahlia
Khalifa, a co-author of the report. “Many
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economies, including Egypt and Saudi
Arabia, are consistently making improve-
ments and are advancing in the global
rankings. Across the region, countries are
making it easier to do business by looking
to early pacesetters for ideas on how to
reform,” she added.

Among the different regions covered in
the report, Eastern Europe and Central
Asia led in reforms of business regulation
for a fifth consecutive year, with more
than 90 percent of its countries making
improvements.

Continued on page 2

BALMAIN

SWISS WATCHES

a world of elegance

T, 1 LT 5 LG
Soskie &y gu Lin ol 5385
LSJ:"""‘AH L?_:__s_'e_) L‘):_u_ﬂ Ll 4438

Jasugl Gl i padily praadl g Jobl il bl gpanl
Al-Mamari: The first watch seller in
Yemen and the oldest in the Middle East

o®

\\‘“aqopa“’

| Patchi

Chidightty Chie

. www.patchi.com

CHOCOLATE ARRANGEMENTS & G
Sana'a Trade Center, 2nd floor
Tel: 01-448536,

Fax: 01-448537,

Email: patchi@y.net.ye

Sana’a - Tel: (01) 272827,
STC- Tel: (01) 448495

Swiss Watches Union Agency
Abdul Hakim Abdul Rahman Al-Mamari

Taiz Tel: (04) 252323, Aden- Tel: (02) 263388

65 B8024.33.12

RICOH

Digital Duplicator

Best in Class for Speed,
Quality and Volume

Thabet Son Corporation Ajlaill Culi p Aaugg
Sana'a : Tel: 278546-8 Fax: 283596 Taiz: Tel: 219057 Fax: 214306 Aden: Tel: 244625 Fax: 246787

Hodeidah : Tel: 204488 Fax: 204490 Mukalla : Tel: 316710 Fax: 316711
E-mail: tsc@yemen.net.ye, Website: www.thabetson.com.ye

Qarnaw

For Oilfield Services

QARNAW
(A Member of Al-Shaif Intn’l Group)
Qarnaw focuses
on delivering the
best solutions and
multi-services
to our clients.

BACK SCHOOL

SEASON

ALJEEL ALIADEED GROUP

WWW.AAG-YE.COM

Tel: 01 448447/8, Fax: 01 448446. 3rd Floor,
Sana’a Trade Center, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
E-M: godwin@garnaw.com W: www.shaifgroup.com

Nes
=N

- jeaillg dangnAall fun

iy g Convendince..

WWW.ycb.com.ye

Enjoy the atmospher of Privecy and Convinience
with Ladies Branch managed by ladies professional staff to
provide you all your Banking financial requirements

v
-ﬂ.\jJ.'\.U 3.5)1@310&}“&5).&
b daio. 3803 0
artex @y netye s 01400447 Lsu 01-400445/6 .2

UTAABIRT i - el « 4 el 50133 ol

DRI, oD i o B e ol i St

022631101 el a0l el e s i 8

for| (B 0K a0 3 s e

0B tarai

8008000 &>

01-299988 ==bed




2

15 September, 2008

Around the Nation

Al-Qarni returns to the prison

SANA’A, Sep. 14 — The Yemeni
political comic Fahd Al-Qarni returned
to prison last Sunday, after he refused
to sign a document renouncing to his
political performances presented to
him by Governor of Taiz Hamoud Al-
Soufi, as part of the presidential order
last Thursday to abolish the judiciary
decision against him.

Al-Qarni stated that he informed the
governor of his absolute rejection to
drop political rights guaranteed to him
by the constitution in signing the docu-
ment. “I informed the governor that I
would not bow to his request, and that
prison was better for me than apologiz-
ing or agreeing to his conditions.”

The administration of Al-Eslahya
prison in the Taiz governorate had

transferred Al-Qarni to the governor’s
office in anticipation of his release, but
readmitted him when he refused to sign
the document which came as a condi-
tion for his being set free.

Al-Qarni had previously been jailed
in July 2006, when officers affiliated to

the Criminal Investigations
Bureau arrested a group of
individuals, accusing them
of selling a popular cas-
sette entitled Shabi’een
(Fed Up), which was made
| by Al-Qarni.

Making use of folk com-
positions in a humorous
and sarcastic manner, the
cassette bitterly criticizes
the government’s policies.

Al-Qarni was sentenced
to one and a half years in prison, fined
YR 500,000 and ordered to hand over
the recordings of all his productions. In
addition, Al-Qarni would have a bail
set on the condition that he would not
reproduce any of his work.

Yemen -U.S. to establish rehabilitation
center for Guantanamo’s returnees

By: Amel Al-Ariqi

SANA'A, Sept.11— According to the
Yemeni news website, www.26sep.net,
the Yemen and American governments
have agreed to establish a centre in
Sana'a for the rehabilitation of Yemeni
returnees from the United States’ mili-
tary prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
The website quoted a source as saying
that the center would be funded by the
U.S. government. The source did not
reveal the date for opening the center,
but declared that it would be set up in
the near future.

While Yemen will take on the
responsibility of rehabilitating these
returnees intellectually and psycholog-
ically, the U.S government will fund
the center and its facilities technically,
said the source.

According to the source, that the
rehabilitation program will include
classes for the returnees, who will also
attend workshops and professional
seminars, where they will learn skills
to enable them to reintegrate into
Yemeni society.

The Yemeni and U.S governments
went through tough negotiations in
order to come to an agreement to

release the Yemeni inmates who now
form the biggest fraction of the mili-
tary prison’s population.

Of the 275 prisoners who remain at
Guantanamo, nearly 100 are from
Yemen, replacing Afghans and Saudis
as the predominant detainee group as
the jail population has declined from a
peak of about 680 in 2003.

Although the U.S. and Yemeni gov-
ernments have refused to publicly dis-
close details of their negotiations, the
U.S. government said that it would
return many Yemenis if Yemen gave
the U.S. official assurances guarantee-
ing that the returned detainees would-
n’t be tortured and also would join
rehabilitation programs.

Yemen offered the U.S. a rehabilita-
tion program for the returnees and the
U.S. approved it. The program con-
tributed to overcoming differences
between the two sides, said the source.

So far only 13 Yemenis have been
repatriated from Guantanamo since the
prison opened soon after a U.S.-led
campaign toppled Afghanistan's
Taliban regime. After being returned to
Yemen, they were arrested by Yemeni
security, and detained at the Political
Prison in Sana'a for many months

before being released without charges.

The US military has reported that at
least 10 percent of the prisoners at
Guantanamo suffer from serious psy-
chological problems.

In addition, U.S defense lawyers for
Guantanamo's inmates said that the
high number of prisoners suffering
from mental illnesses was due to the
extreme isolation in which they are
kept.

The prison at Guantanamo Bay has
witnessed four suicides along with
dozens of suicide attempts, according
to the lawyers.

"The ex-Guantanamo detainees who
come back to Yemen suffer from seri-
ous psychological and physical prob-
lems,” said Ahmed Arman, an activist
and lawyer with the human rights
organization known as HOOD, the
National Organization for Defending
Rights and Freedom.

"All of them have difficulties to rein-
tegrate within their communities. They
are unemployed, though some of them
were teachers in Pakistan before they
were arrested and deported to
Guantanamo. They also cannot get
married due to the social stigma of
being an ex-prisoner," Arman added.

Sheikh Al-Moayed needs
to be moved to a hospital

Sheikh Al-Moayed in his cell.

By: Almigdad Mojalli

SANA’A,  Sepl3 — Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Moayed’s lawyer has
asked Yemeni authorities to exert pres-
sure on the U.S. administration to
move Al-Moayed, currently in prison
in Brooklyn, New York, to a hospital
for medical treatment.

Sheikh Mohammed Al-Moayed was
arrested in 2003 by order of the U.S.,
which accused him of having connec-
tions with Al-Qaeda and the Islamic
resistance movement Hamas.

Ibrahim Al-Moayed, the son of the
sheikh Mohammed Al-Moayed, stated
that his father’s lawyer had confirmed
that the sheikh’s critical condition
requires him to be moved to a hospital.

He said that the prison’s doctor rec-
ommended the move due to the lack of
adequate facilities or appropriate med-

icine to treat him at the prison.

Al-Moayed expressed regret that
lawyer Mohammed Naji Allaw, direc-
tor of the Yemeni National
Organisation for Defending Rights and
Freedoms -also known as Hood, could,
for unknown reasons, only meet his
father once.

He added that his father complained,
in a phone call last week, of the obsti-
nacy of the prison administration in
restricting his access to letters and
newspapers.

According to Al-Moayed, an U.S.
appeal court will issue its decision on
his father, Sheikh Al-Moayed, later this
month.

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Moayed, a
leading Islah party member, 78, and his
assistant Mohammed Mohsen Zayed,
32, were arrested January 2003 in
Germany.

They were turned over to the U.S.
after the German Federal
Constitutional Court approved their
extradition on 13 November 2003.

A Yemeni CIA agent named
Muhammad Al-Ansi induced Al-
Moayed from Sana’a to Germany,
where he was arrested by order of the
U.S., which accused him of having
connections with members of the Al-
Qaeda organization and the Islamic
resistance movement Hamas.

On 28 July 2005, a Brooklyn court
sentenced Al-Moayed to 75 years in
prison and fined him $1.25 million.
The sentence provoked disappointment
and discontent among Yemeni political
parties, tribal leaders and citizens alike,
who turned out in numbers to demon-
strate against the inhumane treatment
Al-Moayed and Zayed face while
detained in U.S. prison.

Indicators of a sixth
Sa’ada war on the rise

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam

SA’ADA, Sept. 14 — Houthi field
leaders have repeated their strong
denunciation of an official media cam-
paign, launched by senior government
officials over the past few days against
their followers.

Houthis® representative  Sheikh
Saleh Habra told various media outlets
that the hostile campaign implies that
the regime is plotting to breach the
Doha-brokered ceasefire agreement,
which the government and Houthis
signed last February. “This is the same
behavior followed by the government
ahead of the fifth Sa’ada war,” Habra
went on to say.

He added that there is strong evi-
dence against several local and interna-
tional personalities that they oppose
peace and stability in the Sa’ada gover-
norate. “These people want to achieve
their own objectives,” Habra noted.

“The government hurriedly recruits
thousands of tribesmen and provides
money and arms to tribal leaders in an
unprecedented way.”

Habra urged those whom he
described as “wise and judicious patri-
ots” to advise the government to return
to the right path, and not to lead the
war-ravaged governorate into a sixth
war, bound to kill any remaining citi-
zens and destroy any remaining prop-
erty.

Deputy Prime Minister for Defense
and Security Affairs Rashad Al-Alimi
holds Houthi followers accountable for
hindering peace efforts in the various
areas affected by the four-year fighting
between the army and Houthis, adding
that they don’t cooperate with efforts
aimed at enhancing security and stabil-
ity in their areas.

Al-Alimi confirmed that Houthis
have refused to abandon their moun-
taintop positions, which is why the

government doesn’t remain committed
to the other terms contained in cease-
fire agreement.

During his visit to the Sa’ada gover-
norate last Monday, the fourth of its
kind since the war first broke out
between the army and Houthis in June
2004, Al-Alimi, who is also Chairman
of the Supreme Security Committee,
threatened to stop all the efforts to
reconstruct affected areas and compen-
sate citizens whose property was dam-
aged during the fighting, if Houthis
were not receptive to these efforts.

Living conditions of displaced resi-
dents in the various Sa’ada areas con-
tinue to worsen as a result of poor med-
ical services and frequent power cuts
due to a lack of the diesel supplies
needed by power generators.

Residents of war-affected areas are
awaiting billions of Yemeni Riyals,
which have been allocated to fund
health and electricity projects.

Immigrants’ bodies
washed upon Yemeni cost

SANA'A, Sep, 14 — More than two
dozen African immigrants drowned
after smugglers, transporting them
across the Gulf of Aden from the Horn
of Africa, forced them overboard at
gunpoint off the coast of Yemen, said
the UN refugees’ agency on
Wednesday.

According to the UNHCR, the
smugglers forced 120 passengers,
who were fleeing the bloody conflicts
in Somalia, to swim to shore in the
middle of Tuesday night.

Wednesday morning, 35 bodies
were found washed up near Wadi Al-
Barakin, survivors told Meédecins
Sans Frontieres (MSF).

The survivors said that the
smugglers got nervous as they thought
they would be captured by Yemeni
security, so they started to push people
overboard, saying that a smaller
vessel would come to take the
immigrants ashore.

"In order to intimidate us, they beat
us heavily with their belts. One of the
smugglers threw petrol on us and
showed off his lighter," a 23 year-old
Somali survivor told MSF.

The survivor confirmed that, during
the two-day journey, they did not
receive any food or water. “Some of
us were placed in the hull; several
people died because of asphyxia and
some others were thrown overboard,
among them two children," he added.

The UNHCR warned Tuesday of a
sharp increase in refugees fleeing the
ongoing violence in Somalia.
According to UNHCR spokesman
Ron Redmond, 59 boats brought more
than 1,700 people across the Gulf of
Aden in the course of last August.

“That’s triple the number of arrivals
for August 2007, when 633 people
landed in 10 boats," he said.

Though  smuggling  normally
subsides between May and September
because of stormy weather, UNHCR
believes the recent upsurge is due to a
number of factors, including
continuing strife and displacement in
Somalia, the opening of new
smuggling routes across the Gulf of
Aden, as well as a perceived decline
in coastal surveillance during the
Islamic fasting month of Ramadan,
which began in early September.

So far this year, almost 25,860
people have arrived in Yemen aboard
smugglers’ boats. More than 200 have
died and at least 225 remain missing.
At the same time last year, there were
9,153 arrivals, 267 dead and 118
missing.

Yemen, the only Arabian Peninsula
nation to have signed the UNHCR’s
1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol
related to the status of refugees, has
granted prima facie refugee status to
Somalis arriving in the country
fleeing the civil war in Somalia,
which started after the collapse of
Mohamed Siad Barre's regime in
January 1991.

Islamist militants are -currently
fighting the Somali government and
Ethiopian troops in the capital,
Mogadishu, which witnesses frequent
bombings and shelling.

Many international humanitarian
organizations have regularly voiced
their concern over the hazardous
crossing between Somalia and Yemen,
where would-be migrants have to run
the gauntlet of unsafe small boats,
rough seas and cruel smugglers.

Continued from page 1

JMP demands re-forming the election
committee

Last Thursday, President Ali Abdullah
Saleh had ordered the release all the
political detainees detained during the
protests in southern and eastern
governorates in March and April of this
year.

The release decision included 12
leading figures from the Socialist Party
and the Islah party-affiliated singer Fahd
Al-Qarni. The decision didn’t include
Abdul Karim Al-Khaiwani who was
detained this past June based on a
judicial verdict.

While Al-Barakani demanded that Al-
Khaiwani be released as he is “’an
opinion detainee”, Aidarus Al-Nageeb,
head of the Socialist Party parliamentary
bloc, demanded that the ruling party
“apologize to all the political detainees
and compensate them, particularly since
official media has shown them as
criminals.”

In a statement to the Yemen Times, Al-
Nageeb claimed that the GPC withdraw
all the armed forms in the city and
normalize civil life, as well as cancel the
decision regarding the SCER issued by
Saleh late this past August.

“The bloc of the majority in the
parliament formed the SCER in an
unconstitutional manner,” said Al-
Nageeb, adding, “the SCER didn’t gain
two thirds of the parliament’s votes and
its members were not elected according
to a mechanism of secret voting.”

Al-Nageeb added: “the ruling GPC
thinks that the upcoming parliamentary
elections will be a game which it can
play outside of the law and the
constitution. And it calls the JMP to
participate in this game.” He maintained
that the current SCER is unconstitutional
and not legislative, and therefore should
be prosecuted.

He said that the GPC, which holds 229
out of 301 seats in the parliament, didn’t

approve the project of the election law
amendment, of which the parliament
discussed all the items.

“Instead, the GPC approved the
current election law, which is an
unprecedented act in the parliament.”

With regard to the continuous
exchange of accusations between the
ruling GPC and the JMP, political
analysts believe that “the JMP aims,
through its conflict with the GPC, to pass
the stage of submitting to the current
situation and reach the stage of changing
Yemen’s critical situation, particularly
after the opposition parties feel they are
marginalized by the ruling GPC.”

However, some observers believe that
“the JMP cannot be a counterpart for the
GPC which utilizes all state resources to
achieve its targets.” They maintain
however that “opposition parties are
willing to hold more direct dialogues
with Saleh.”

Doing Business 2009 report: Yemen
holds record development in business
regulations

And the trend is moving eastward as
newcomers join the list of economies
making the most reforms. The top ten
are, in order, Azerbaijan, Albania, the
Kyrgyz Republic, Belarus, Senegal,
Burkina Faso, Botswana, Colombia, the
Dominican Republic, and Egypt.
“Economies need rules that are effi-
cient, easy to use, and accessible to all
who use them. Otherwise, businesses are
trapped in the unregulated, informal
economy, where they have less access to
finance and hire fewer workers, and
where workers lack the protection of
labor law,” said Michael Klein, the
World Bank / International Finance
Cooperation’s vice president for finan-
cial and private sector development.
“Doing Business encourages good
rules, and good rules are a better basis for
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healthy business than ‘who you know’,

he added.

This year’s report covers ten indica-
tors of a business cycle as they apply to
domestic small and medium-sized enter-
prises. These are starting a business,
dealing with construction permits,
employing workers, registering property,
getting credit, protecting investors, pay-
ing taxes, trading across borders, enforc-
ing contracts and closing a business.

However, rankings do not reflect a
country’s security, macroeconomic poli-
cy, currency volatility, corruption and
crime rates, investor perceptions, labor
skills or quality of infrastructure.

Yemen made improvements in one of
the ten indicators covered by the report
this year: the area of reform is business
start-up. This is the region’s most popu-
lar area for reform this year, with nine
other economies in the Middle East and
North Africa making similar improve-
ments. Yemen was placed 98 out of 181
countries surveyed in the World Bank’s
global rankings on the ease of doing
business, up from last year’s 123rd posi-
tion.

Yemen implemented one of the bold-
est reforms, reducing the world’s second-
highest minimum capital requirement
and launching a one-stop shop for busi-
ness start-ups, the report noted.

The next most popular area for reform
-credit bureau enhancements that
improve access to credit- saw activity in
Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, the United
Arab Emirates, and the West Bank and
Gaza.

Doing Business 2009 ranks 181
economies on the overall ease of doing
business. The top 25 are, in order,
Singapore, New Zealand, the United
States, Hong Kong (China), Denmark,
the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada,
Australia, Norway, Iceland, Japan,
Thailand, Finland, Georgia, Saudi
Arabia, Sweden, Bahrain, Belgium,
Malaysia, Switzerland, Estonia, Korea,
Mauritius and Germany.
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Yemen refuses granting

entry visa to IFJ President
A senior Yemeni official said on Sunday
Yemen's government had apologized offi-
cially to grant an entry visa to President
of the International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) Jim Boumelha to visit
Yemen.

The IFJ President was planning to hand
over Yemeni journalist Abdelkarim al-
Khaiwani an award of Amnesty
International.

In a press release, Chairman of Yemeni
Journalists Syndicate (YJS) Nasr Taha
Mustafa said that the IFJ had expressed
understanding of the government's step,
canceling the visit which was scheduled
to take place next month.

Mustafa confirmed the YJS is monitor-
ing the issue of Abdul Karim al-
Khaywani, hoping al-Khaywani to be
released soon.

The IFJ has congratulated Yemeni
journalist Abdelkarim Al Khaiwani win-
ner of Amnesty International’s Sepcial
Award for Human Rights Journalism
Under Threat and renewed its call for
journalist organisations around the world
to support al-Khaiwani as he challenges a
six-year jail sentence handed down by a
Yemeni court.

Yemen reviews conditions
of Yemeni detainees in Lebanon

A diplomatic source said on Friday that
Yemen's ambassador to Lebanon Faysal
Ameen Abu Ras had talked with the
Lebanese Prosecutor General Saeed
Mirza the Lebanon's General Prosecutor
Saeed Mirza over conditions of Yemeni
detainees in Lebanese prisons.

The source was quoted by the inde-
pendent al-tagheer.net as saying that three
Yemeni detainees were accused by
Lebanese authorities of belonging to the
Fatah al-Islam group and targeting west-
ern interests in Lebanon.

“The ambassador Abu Ras discussed
with Mirza the possibility of prosecuting
the Yemeni detainees in Yemen”, added
the source.

“Those Yemeni detainees are Nasser
al-Shayba and Salim Abdul-Karim
accused of belonging to the Fatah al-

n Breiet

Islam and Muammar al-Awami who
accused of targeting western interests in
Lebanon”.

Abu Ras asked the Lebanese authori-
ties to provide a list of Yemeni wanted,
arrested and killed during the events took
place in the Nahr el Bared camp in
Lebanon as well as the possibility of
investigating with the detainees by a
Yemeni investigation team.

According to the source of the Yemeni
embassy in the Lebanese capital Beirut,
Prosecutor General Mirza accepted to
deal with Yemen's requests officially.

U.S. plane forced
to land at Sana'a airport
Security sources said on Monday that
Yemeni authorities had allowed a U.S.
aircraft to land at Sana'a international air-
port due to a sudden breakdown.
The twin- engine Cessna 421 took off
from the Saudi city of Jeddah.

Comorian Justice
Minster leaves Sana'a

Comorian Minister of Justice and Islamic
Affairs Madi Ali left Sana'a Sunday after
a short visit to Yemen for meeting with
officials in transport ministry.
Upon departure, Ali told Saba that during
his visit he discussed with Yemeni offi-
cials mutual relations between the two
countries in field of transport via provid-
ing Comorian Hajjis transport services to
Mecca during Haj season, adding that the
visit comes in the framework of enhanc-
ing strong mutual relations between the
two countries.

Commander of republican guards
receives top US military official
Commander of Republican Guards and
Special Forces brigadier Ahmed Ali
Abdullah Saleh held talks on Saturday
with the U.S. Assistant Secretary of
Defense Michael Vickers who is current-

ly visiting Yemen.

The talks focused on military coopera-
tion between Yemen and United States in
filed of combating terrorism.

The US military official highlighted

successful operation done by the Yemen
and security forces in following terror
elements and shooting some al-Qeada
members down.

He expressed appreciation of the
American administration and internation-
al community for efforts of Yemen to face
terror operations which contribute to
enhance stability and security in the
region.

He voiced readiness of his country to
offer further assistance for Yemen in this
regard.

RHP distributes medical
equipments to health facilities
Reproductive Health Program (RHP) in
Dhamar is preparing to distribute medical
equipments to a number of health centers
and units across the governorate's dis-

tricts with the cost of $ 31 thousands.

Secretary General of Dhamar Local
Council told Saba that the medical equip-
ments come for equipping health facili-
ties across the governorate's districts for
completing health infrastructure.

He indicated that the program's plan
for the second half of 2008 includes
establishing 18 centers for delivery emer-
gencies in a number of districts, among of
them 7 inclusive centers and 11 main oth-
ers as well training health cadre working
in these centers.

He concluded that the second phase of
the program, started early of 2008 with
financing from Dutch government worth
$ 1 million, would continue for five years,
clarifying that the program provides
reproductive health services, training and
qualifying cadres and supporting health
facilities in the governorate.

Shahwa

Mujawar inspects natural gas project
in Belhaf

Prime minister Ali Muhammad Mujawar
paid on Sunday an inspection visit to the
Belhaf natural gas project and listened to
an explanation on the implementation
process.

Tneir Neswrs

Seyaj discusses the Media propa-
gation for Victims of Sexual abuse
children next Thursday.

Experts of media, lowers and civil
society organizations discuss the con-
sequences of “ Media propagation of
pictures and names of children who
were sexually abused “.

“The activity aims at calling the
attention of media and jurists to the
devastating effects of exposing chil-
dren who are victims of sexual abuse
to media and publicizing their person-
al information and the consequences
of that on their life and families.”
Said Ahmed Algorashi the head of the
Seyaj Organization for Childhood
protecting, the activity organizer.

Algorashi said that the activity
which is sponsored by Cac Bank will
be executed on next Thursday and
will be presented by: Mr. Nasr Taha
Mustafa the head of Yemeni
Journalists Union, Mr. Abdul-bary
Taher the Ex- head of Yemeni jour-
nalists Union and human rights
activist the lower Abdulrahman
Barman.

besides many participations of
parliamentary personalities ,journal-
ists Jowers, human rights activists as
well as attendance and participation
invitations for all individuals and
institutions who are concerned on
childhood issues.

Almost a quarter of a million indi-

viduals and more than 30,000 fam-

ilies benefit from Ramadan charity
projects

Ramadan charity projects organized
by the Islah Social Charity
Association have reached 243,631
individuals and 31,445 families with-
in the first ten days of Ramadan.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Qubati, the
general manager of the association,
stated that the projects target the poor

all over the republic, indicating that
the association distributes 144 meals
every day in the mosques and centers
of the association.

He said that the meals’ beneficiar-
ies are students, prisoners, police sta-
tion employees and traffic policemen.
The projects also include the distribu-
tion of ready meals, meat and dates to
poor families and individuals.

Al-Qubati said that the Iftar Al-
Musafer project would be launched
during the coming twenty days, and
would target a further 20,000 travel-
ing individuals throughout the coun-
try.

The project, which will be executed
in collaboration with the cooperation
of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmar, will
offer travelers Iftar, the breaking of
the fast during Ramadan, on all roads
leading from the governorates of
Sana’a and Aden to the rest of the
country.

Al-Qubati renewed his call for the
businessmen and benefactors to sup-
port these projects to help needy peo-
ple.

Yemen Urged to Respect Rights of
Religious Minorities

Freedom House is deeply concerned
about an apparent crackdown in
Yemen on religious minorities,
including followers of the Baha'i faith
and Christians who converted from
Islam.

Three Baha'i businessmen who
have lived in Yemen for decades with
their families but retain Iranian citi-
zenship face imminent deportation,
possibly to Iran. Yemeni police arrest-
ed the businessmen in June along
with three other Baha’is. While
Yemen has generally respected the
rights of religious minorities, Iran has
executed hundreds of Baha'is since
the Islamic Revolution.

“Freedom House appeals to

Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh
to rescind the deportation orders and
release these individuals,” said
Jennifer Windsor, Freedom House
executive director. “For the Baha’i,
deportation to Iran would likely mean
their incarceration and torture, a clear
violation of international human
rights law.”

The Associated Press also reports
that Yemen is holding at least nine
persons for converting to Christianity.
Converting from Islam to any other
religion is illegal in Yemen and pun-
ishable by death. Those arrested are
only released if they renounce their
new faith and vow to embrace Islam
again.

In 1994, Yemen ratified the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which states: “Everyone has
the right to freedom of thought, con-
science and religion; this right
includes the freedom to change his
religion or belief, and freedom, either
or alone or in community with others
and in public or private, to manifest
his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship and observance.”

“Freedom House calls on the inter-
national community to carefully mon-
itor the treatment of religious minori-
ties in Yemen and to remind their
Yemeni partners of their international
obligations,” said Windsor.

Yemen is ranked “Partly Free” in
the 2008 edition of Freedom in the
World, Freedom House's survey of
political rights and civil liberties, and
“Not Free” in the 2008 version of
Freedom of the Press. Iran is ranked
“Not Free” in the 2008 edition of
Freedom in the World and “Not Free”
in the 2008 version of Freedom of the
Press.

Freedom House, an independent
nongovernmental organization that
supports the expansion of freedom in
the world, has been monitoring polit-
ical rights and civil liberties in Yemen
and Iran since 1972.

The giant project cost is estimated at $
4 billion and the project is run by the
French Total Petroleum Company.

Minister of Oil and Minerals Ameer al-
Aidrus said that the project is 87% com-
pleted of the station, 96% of the pipeline
and 43.3% of the other facilities.

He affirmed that the first pipeline with
3.3 million metric ton of natural gas
would be operated during the first quarter
of 2009 and the second pipeline in the
second quarter. Accordingly, Yemen will
produce about 6.8 million metric ton of
natural gas annually, he said.

Prime minister also inspected the Ataq
electricity station and security station
projects and the town central hospital.

He reaffirmed that the government has
approved plans to enhance electricity effi-
ciency in the province of Shabwa through
providing extra ten megawatts, five of
which to be provided during the next few
weeks and the others during the next year

Shabwah university to be set up
Prime minister Ali Muhammad Mujawar
on his current visit to Shabwah province
said preparations got underway to set up
the Shabwah university, adding an aca-
demic team is currently conducting stud-
ies of the project.

The announcement came at a meeting
that gathered Mujawar with the province
local and executive authorities members.

The meeting discussed several issues
in relation to developmental projects in
the province as well building up human
capabilities.

Yemen, UK discuss support of devel-
opment in Aden
Aden governor Adnan al-Jafri received
on Saturday an official of Yemeni file at
the US foreign ministry over British sup-
port for development in the governorate.

They also discussed opportunities of
investment in Aden Free Zone and indus-
trial zones there.

The governor called on UK business-
men to come and invest in the gover-
norate especially in the AFZ and benefit-
ing from features granted by Yemeni law
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SIS

PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION FOR 35 YEARS

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 acre site in a countryside setting.
Sports facilities include soccer and softball fields, basketball and tennis courts.
Large indoor multi-purpose area for volleyball, basketball, badminton, gymnastics,
table tennis, musical and dramatic productions.

Bus service available.

Performance-Based curriculum for 5 years of age through secondary school
Personalized education/small class sizes run by highly qualified & experienced teachers
Over 40 computers available for student use, and computer instruction for all ages
Extensive after school activity program involving music, art, craft, drama, & sports
Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses available for qualified students
Graduates attend American, Canadian, European, and Middle Eastern universities

QIS Pre-School

Specific age appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

Attractive premises near the French Embassy including a garden and play area
Certified experienced British teacher assisted by paraprofessionals

School hours are from 7:55 a.m. to 12:00 nhoon (Saturday through Wednesday)
Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.

Phone: 370 191-2 Fax: 370 193
Email: gordonblackie@qsi.org Web site: http://yem.qsi.org

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools MSA)
Member of Quality Schools International

of investment.

The UK official expressed desire of the
British government to present further
support for development projects in Aden
as well as improving the Yemeni coast-
guard to protect regional waters.

Archeological survey

of historical site in Abyan
A team of Authority of Antiquities
Museums and Manuscripts is going to
carry out an archeological survey and
studies of the historical city of al-Qara in

Abyan province, south of Yemen.
Head of local council of Rusd district
in Abyan Fadhel Hussein al-Sulaimani

GITEX TECHNOLOGY WEEK

ENTERTAINING.

19 - 23 October 2008

Dubai International Convention

and Exhibition Centre

Presents

GULFCOMMS

Consumer
Electronics

Pre-Register Now @ www.gitex.com
New for 2008 - Online Ticket Payment!

GITEX TECHNOLOGY WEEK is the Middle East’s largest and most prestigious ICT
event serving one of the fastest and most lucrative ICT markets in the world of over

US$ 20 billion.

* Experience 1 k
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and |

Integration *+ Corporate Executive: Risk Management » WiMax - the Future of Connectivity
» Convergence - Data, Vioice and Video » Gaming: More Than Just Fun » Mext Generation
of Smart Communication Devices, as well as Developers Sessions and much more!

* Innovative products showcased will include: IT Management, Storage Metworks,
Broadband MNetwork, Maobile Communications, Network Security, Audio, Digital Imaging,
Gaming, High Performance Audio and Home Theater, Latest Mobile Phones, plus many

more!

From leading companies such as: Dell, du, Etisalat, Forefront Technologies, Panasonic,
TRA, YAHSAT, Sage, Microsoft, BlackBerry, Emirates Computers, Dubai E-Government

and Arab Business Machine.

+ Gadget Glam: This exciting showcase presented in conjunction with T3 magazine,

features a fascinating mix of innovations in consumer technology.

One - Day Ticket
Five - Day Ticket

19 October 1pm-7pm
20 - 22 October 10 am -7 pm
23 October 10 am -5 pm
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. = 2l ol
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exchange platforms through GITEX
TECHNOLOGY WEEK Global Conference. Hot topics include: Enterprise Architecture
« Sorting The Digital Heap: Storage and Data Management * Fraud Awareness = Enterprise

GITEX Digital Game World: GITEX TECHNOLOGY WEEK will provide a platform to
discuss the business-to-business potential of this innovative market.
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said that that local authorities and Culture
Ministry are being exerted efforts to join
al-Qara city and the Sultanate of al-
Afifiya into the list of the world heritage
and historical cities.

“We seek to draw attention of con-
cerned international organizations to the
historical and natural characteristics of
the city in order to contribute to preserv-
ing it and repairing its buildings”, said al-
Sulaimani.

“We asked previously UNESCO and a
Netherlands Organization to help save the
city's buildings from destruction”.

The city was inhabited by the sultanate
of al-Afifiya 653 years ago, containing
more than 100 stone and marble-built sul-
tan palaces and houses.
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Admission is open to Trade and Business Professionals related to the industry only.
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OPEN NOW
Yemenia - Yemen Airways

New Main Sales Office in Sana’a
For Passenger and Cargo Sales
and Reservation / Bookings.
This Office will also
House VIP City Terminal,

, : Ghaa ) g SA
Arabia Felix (FFP) and Sssihad ) 5 ilally i) e %Yo .
Yemenia Holidays Services.
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Yemenla Tel. +967 1 45 45 45 - Sana’a TURKISH AIRLINES +41V ) £504V- | ails
A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER 7, 2" www.thy.com

- - - = The Economic and Commercial
The Major Exhibitions and Fairs Programme in 2008 Promoted Counselor’s Office of The Chinese

by the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China Embassy in Yemen Welcome Yemeni
Friends of Commercial Circle to the 104th
China Import & Export Fair

China’s No.1 Fair

China International Small And Medium Guangzhou Sep.15-18,2008 www.csmef.com.cn The longest history:
Enterprises Fair Since 1957

China (Taiyuan) Coal & Energy New Taiyuan , Shanxi Province Sep.16-19,2008 WWW.cicenexpo.com The largest scale:

Industry Expo. Exhibition space: 85100 m2
International Fruit Vegetable Food Expo. Yantai, Shandong Province Sep.23-26,2008 www.fruritveg-expo.cn

The biggest buyer attendance:

: . : . . . Number of overseas buyers: 192013 (103rd Session)
China International Machinary & Electronic Wuhan, Hubei Province Sep.23-26,2008 WWwWw.cwne.com.cn

Products Expo. The greatest business channel in china

Business turnover: 38.23 billion USD (103rd Session)

International Sourcing Fair(Shanghai Shanghai Sep.22-25,2008 http://sourcing.org.cn
China) PHASE 1
. . . . Oct. 15-19, 2008 9:30-18:00
China Hi-Tech Fair Shenzhen, Guangdong Province Oct. 12-17, 2008 www.chtf.com Electronics & Household Electrical Appliances:
. . . . , : . — Hardware & Tools; Machinery; Vehicles & Spare Parts;
Jingdezhen International Ceramic Fair Jingdezhen, Jiangxi Province Oct. 18-22, 2008 www.chinaicf.cn Building Materials; Lighting Equipment; Chemical
China Yiwu International Commodities Fair Yiwu, Zhejiang Province Oct. 22-26, 2008 www.chinafairs.org e ietts e fonel [l
. . . PHASE 2
EIeptromcs Manufacture Expo(Suzhou) Suzhou, Jiangsu Province Oct. 18-21, 2008 WWww.goemex.com Oct. 24-28, 2008 9:30-18:00
China 2008 . .
Consumer Goods; Gifts; Home Decorations
China-Asean Expo Nanning, Guangxi Province Oct. 20-23, 2008 WWW.Caexpo.org PHASE 3
; ; ; ; N Nov. 2-6, 2008 9:30-18:00
China International Industry Fair Shanghai Nov.6-10, 2008 www.ciif-expo.com . ’ . .
I I i g s Textiles & Garments; Shoes; Office Supplies, Cases
China Yangling Agricultural Hi-Tech Fair Yangling, Shanxi Province Nov.5-9, 2008 www.agri-expo.com and Bags, Recreation Products; Medicines, Medical

Devices, Health Products; Food & Native Products

For more information, please visit:
www.cantonfair.org.cn

Please accept warm invitation and welcome to the Chinese Exhibitions and Fairs in 2008.
| T e o
s R LTy

The Economic and Commercial Counselor's Office CHINA REPORT AND RXPONT PAN

of the Chinese Embassy in Yemen




Feature

15 September, 2008 5

Denmark: “The happiest place on earth”

By: Khaled Al-Hilaly

ast month, I was in Denmark

to participate in a 10-day

journalism course entitled,

Media Skills Development

for Dialogue organized by
Crossing Borders for young journalists
and media/communication students from
the Middle East, North Africa and
Denmark.

I had read surveys maintaining that
Denmark is the happiest place on earth, so
while there, I looked for the reasons why
Danes are happy. A high standard of liv-
ing, free education, good public health
services and a clean environment were
part of the answer.

But something else also was important
— Danes enjoy satisfaction in life because
they have low expectations; thus, they
seemingly get what they want easily and
rarely feel disappointed.

As I gazed out the car window on my
way from the airport, I discovered a quiet
and beautiful city. Although tall, modern
buildings are few in Copenhagen, moder-
nity, technology and design still are fea-
tures of the city.

Both historic and modern architecture,
high-tech transportation, a safe society
and their freedoms all captured me. For
example, the blond-haired, blue-eyed
women are true equals with men, working
as teachers, waitresses, bus drivers, sales
clerks, lawyers, etc.

Danes are friendly and most speak
English and are willing to help.

At my hotel, I picked up a booklet on
Copenhagen’s events and activities for
August. I was astonished at the number
and variety of cultural and entertainment
events in the city, including music, dance,
opera, theater, sports, cinema, exhibits,
sightseeing, etc.

I later took a walking tour of Strgget,
Europe’s longest pedestrian street passing
through Copenhagen’s old city. It’s also
the central shopping area in Copenhagen.

Because many Danes ride bicycles,
there are paths and signs indicating
cycling routes nearly everywhere. Bikes
are good quality, fancy in design and may
be rented at numerous places.

Most of my time was spent in
Vallekilde, which is in the countryside of
Odsherred in the northwestern part of
Sjelland (Zealand). Situated 100 kilome-
ters from Copenhagen, or an hour and a
half train ride, the town is 6 km. from the
sea and sits amid the beauty of nature.

The closest town and railway station is

Hgrve, which is less than 3 km. from
Vallekilde Communications College,
founded in 1865 and focusing primarily
on communications. Open all day, every
facility may be used 24 hours a day,
including its computer room, TV room,
lecture hall, theater and music studio.
Students live, study, eat, party and relax
on campus.

In Vallekilde, I enjoyed the landscape,
the amazing nature and the quiet atmos-
phere. As one Danish friend pointed out, I
was lucky to be in Denmark during the
summer when the weather is good. Danes
enjoy the summer by spending their days
with friends, dining al fresco (outside)
and simply having fun.

While in that beautiful country, I took
more than a thousand photographs. A
Palestinian friend asked me, “Why are
you taking all of those photos? You can
just save the images in your mind,” to
which I replied, “I want to share what I’ve
seen with others.”

However, my friend was quick to note,
“But today we’re going to visit a place
where photography isn’t allowed inside.
We’re going to Christiania.”

Christiania was founded in 1971 when
a group of hippies took over an area of
abandoned military barracks and devel-
oped their own set of rules, completely
independent of the Danish government.
With an area covering some 32 hectares
of land, some 1,000 people live and work
there.

There are paintings and sculptures
everywhere in Christiania and there’s
always live music playing somewhere,
which is why a visit there is worthwhile.
Christiania is an important tourist attrac-
tion in Copenhagen, annually attracting
between half a million and a million visi-
tors to this “Free Town.” It’s also a place
where drugs still are sold; however, in

Copenhagen’s waterside restaurants and cafés are alive with people.

2004, the Danish government closed all
shops selling drugs in the open.

My personal favorite experience of the
trip was a canal tour of Copenhagen that I
went on with my entire group around the
harbor and the city’s idyllic canals.
Beginning from Nyhavn, we passed a
number of architecturally interesting
buildings, such as the Copenhagen Opera
House and Den Sorte Diamant (The
Black Diamond), home of the Royal
Danish Library.

Along the way, we also passed the
Little Mermaid, which is a statue of a lit-
tle girl sitting on a rock on the beach.

Copenhagen’s waterside restaurants
and cafés are amazing. You won’t want to
leave there because it’s alive with people
eating and drinking outdoors in a relaxing
environment amid historic buildings on
both sides of the canal.

Whenever I was in a longer conversa-
tion with a Danish citizen, the Prophet
Mohammed cartoon scandal inevitably
came up. All of the Danes I met opposed
the cartoons. As one Danish friend said,
“The cartoons were a stupid mistake.”

My visit to Politiken newspaper, one of
Denmark’s largest, and DR, Danish Radio
and Television, revealed the secret behind
the professional creativity of such media
establishments. There, journalists enjoy
comprehensive facilities and a pleasant
working environment within newsrooms
and studios characterized by good light-
ing, quietness and teamwork. It made you
feel like you were in a beehive. After vis-
iting their media, I envied the Danes.

This training trip to Denmark was and
still is a great experience for me because
it gave me the opportunity to meet jour-
nalists and media workers from numerous
countries, with whom we were able to
exchange journalism experiences and
gain new skills.
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RANNIE LEARNS A LESSON

Last Chapter: Frannie and her friends meet their new teacher. Frannie is

scared about taking the bus to school.

Chapter 3: “What’s So
Scary About A Bus Ride?”

Frannie swam from room to room in her house eating a
packet of surf snacks. She was supposed to be doing her
chores; cleaning her room and doing the dishes, but she
couldn’t stop thinking about what her dad had said about
the bus.

“Why do | have to take the bus?” she thought. “Why
can’t Dad take me to school every day?”

She started her chores to take her mind off the bus.
After she finished, she began to work on homework. She
was supposed to write down things about her family to
share with the class.

“Maybe I'll write how they don’t like me and make me
take the bus to school,” she thought. She worked on her
homework until dinner time The family sat down at the
table to a meal of brine burritos and sea salad.

“Brine burritos again?” complained Freddie, “Yuck!”

“Don't complain, or you won'’t have any plankton ice-
cream,” Frannie’s mother said.

“Yeah, don’t complain, you don’t have to take the bus
to day care,” Frannie said.

“Frannie,” her father began, “your mother and | have
talked about this, and we feel that it is better for every-
one, if you take the bus.”

“You mean better for you,” Frannie said. “You just don’t
want to take me.”

“You shouldn’t talk that way. You know that | love
spending time with you. Your school is just in the oppo-
site direction from my office, and | need to be at work ear-
lier than when your school starts. Also, your mom and |
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feel like you are getting old enough where you can han-
dle the responsibility of riding the bus.”

“Really? So that's why you want me to ride the bus?”
Frannie asked.

“Yes, really. We think you can handle it, and riding to
school with classmates can be fun,” her mother said.

“Okay, I'll ride the bus,” Frannie said smiling.

“Sounds good,” her father said.

“Frannie went to bed that night feeling good about
having to ride the bus. She was a little scared about not
having anyone to sit next to, but she thought everything
would work out. She fell asleep dreaming of the ride to
school with a smile on her face.

The next morning Frannie got up out of bed and got
ready for school. She went downstairs to breakfast and
had a bowl of frosted fish flakes. Her mother said good-
bye and Frannie walks out to go wait for the bus. When

In celebration of this year’s World Literacy Day, the Yemen Times will be
publishing, in collaboration with the World Association of Newspapers
(WAN), an eight-part story entitled ‘Frannie Learns a Lesson’ in the next
issues. The story is a short adventure for parents and children to read
together, or individuals to read on their own, as a gesture of continued
appreciation for the value of the written word in our world today. We hope
you enjoy it, and don’t forget to look out for the next chapter next issue!!

the bus pulled up, she was amazed. The driver, a red lob-
ster, said hello to everyone as they entered.

As Frannie swam onto the bus, her excitement faded.
She didn’'t see anyone she knew. The bus was full of
older kids. She picked an empty seat near the back of the
bus, and sat alone. When the bus came to the next stop,

Frannie was surprised to see her friend Carter enter the of paper. Give your blowfish a name.
bus.

“Carter!” Frannie called. “Come sit here!” To do and think about ...

Carter went and sat next to Frannie. “Hey Frannie- | | \write a list of pros and cons of traveling on a
Fran,” Carter said. “When did you start riding the sardine sl s,
can?”

Using the newspaper

1. Look for images or words relating to different
types of transportation. Cut and paste them into the
following categories: land, sea, air.

Make a collage of the blowfish in the story using
small pieces of newsprint glued together on a piece

b

o L 2. Make a list of chores you have. Now create a list of
“It 2 ”}y first t,',me’ She a“nswered. L chores that Frannie might have in Coralville. Are
Th T,ll':abt S P:: ool, f:] € tshald. Ttont1my"and Suzy ride it too. there any that are the same? Compare your answers
ey be here after the nextstop. . to your classmates. Create a graph that shows the
Sure enough, Tommy and Suzy joined Frannie and .
. ) most common answer for both Coralville and
Carter, and the friends talked for most of the ride to P T
school land” chores.
“Hey guys, you want to play catch with this oyster 3. Help Fran?e dfo hir ass1gnment.by f1nd11n g things
I . about her fish family to share with her class.
P ) y 4. Partner with a classmate, friend or sibling. One of

“Yeah!” replied his three friends.

They started playing a game of toss while they rode. It
was going pretty well until Frannie threw the pearl to
Tommy, but she missed and threw it over his head. She
hit a third-grader in the face. Frannie was about to apol-
ogize, but as soon as she saw the fish she hit, she got
scared. The other fish was a large brown blowfish, and as
soon as she saw Frannie, she puffed out her body to its
full round size.

“Who’s the wise guy it!,” said the blowfish.

“I'm sorry,” said Frannie. “I didn’t mean to hit you.”

“Sorry doesn’t cut it. Meet me behind the gym after
school.” The blowfish growled.

“What for?” Frannie was scared.

“Because we're going to fight, dummy.”

“Oh no!” thought Frannie. “What do | do?”

you should write a letter from Frannie to someone
else asking for advice on her “little problem”. The
partner should read it and then write a letter back
giving Frannie advice.

What will happen next?

What do you think Frannie will decide to do after
school?

REAL LIFE & VALUES: Responsibility

For what was Frannie asked to accept
responsibility? Describe a situation where you
have had to accept responsibility. How did it
make you feel?

More activities...

www.wan-press.org/Frannie

Next Chapter: “Frannie and the Blowfish”
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Words of Wisdom

The problem is the helplessness
people feel. Most people feel they
have lost control, and even a
sense of direction. They drift
along with the current. They feel
uncomfortable with the flow as
they believe there is no one in
charge.

This is because the Yemeni
individual is used to an autocratic
system in which things are
predetermined and people are
given exact roles to play.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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The world seven
years since 9/11

even years ago the world’s

political power map was quite

different from what it is today.

Seven years ago USA was the

greatest world power governing
all countries like a strict shepherd.

Today two of the largest eastern countries
have pulled themselves out of the third world
countries category and changed from being a
burden to the world to two of the largest
productive economies.

Even Russia has gradually gained its
strength and today is starting to make its own
decisions somewhat causing an unbalance in
the so called uni-polar power system.

But what is most interesting is that USA
itself has lost much of its popularity
especially in the developing and Arab
countries.

And even within America itself the
growing Arab and Muslim communities are a
considerable threat to the conservative party
if they decide to take their votes elsewhere.
Although the much awaited democratic
candidate has turned out to be a
disappointment to them as they express
continuously throughout the internet.

Much has been said on who is the real
mastermind behind the 9/11 attacks. Some
have been substantiated over the years but in
all cases Bin Laden is still somewhere hiding
and probably plotting more attacks. I was in
a European airport on this year’s 9/11 and
was wondering if something will happen.
Security was strict as usual and a BBC news
report a few days before said even the
allowed small liquid quantities could be used
to construct a bomb that could take down a
plane.

Now I don’t carry any amount just to make
my travel less cumbersome for me as a
passenger and for the airport and flight
security staff.

One thing I know that since 2001 the world
has become a less friendly place and there is
much distrust and theories of conspiracy. All
nations agree to fight terrorism and many
have actually taken measures sometimes
even going overboard to prove they are an
ally in the war against terrorism. And I
believe that whatever popularity Bin Laden
has gained because of his stand against the
USA was quickly lost in the Muslim world
because they realized that terrorism does not
distinguish between people. Now terrorist
acts are taking place in the Islamic world
distributing the peace and stability.

However, the anger against Bin Laden and
Co. has not been directly translated to
appreciation of the USA and this is what the
current American politicians are not
comprehending. They could easily use the
global sentiments to once again take position
as a leading power if they play it right, and if
they start making intelligent political
statements.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Fast in order to get healthier

By: Al-Khadher Al-Hasani

his is the holy month

of Ramadan. It comes

to us this year as

peoples' living

conditions have
worsened, prices of foodstuffs and
other basic commodities have
skyrocketed, and Yemeni citizens
begin to complain about their
vulnerable condition.

Inflation and price hikes have
proliferated in an unprecedented
way, the purchasing power of many
people declined, and means of
extortion and cheating multiplied
in popular markets where citizens

rush to buy their food and other
necessities.

All such things happen while
politicians and political parties
(ruling and opposition) are
extremely engaged in discussing
constitutional amendments,
particularly in what regards the
electoral system and General
Election Law, as well as the
proposed amendments to this law.

Irresponsible tradesmen practice
scandalous  extortion  against
consumers and cheat them, while
politicians practice a kind of
extortion of their own. In addition,
members of the political parties
under the name of Joint Meeting

Parties (JMP) practice all forms of
extortion against the authority and
people of beloved Yemen.

The authority, on the other hand,
is not aside from blame as it

commits numerous inexcusable
mistakes and irresponsible
practices in favor of certain

individuals, with funds coming
from public money, supposed to be
spent on services for the oppressed
and affected people of Yemen in all
of the southern, northern, eastern
and western parts of the nation.
Ramadan is a month of worship
and fasting, and both words imply
that a Muslim citizen must refrain
from exercising all taboo and

illegal habits, not only from eating
and drinking. They should abstain
from producing irresponsible
statements that are meant to
eliminate every beautiful element
in the nation.

When we claim that people
should quit evil practices as well as
administrative, financial and moral
corruption, the main objective is
that we all remain committed to the
principles of Islam.

Islam is a religion that lifts
injustice and oppression from
human beings and eliminates all
causes of human slavery, not only
during Ramadan, but throughout
the months of the entire Hijra

calendar year.

Ramadan is a faithful school that
cultivates peoples' ethics and
behaviors. Do political party
supporters of negative intent and
irresponsible tradesmen learn what
Ramadan means for them? Do they
know what the holy month really
means for Muslim believers?

We must avoid exaggeration
while speaking about price hikes,
as well as extremist thoughts and
ideas, and be moderate in our
everyday behaviors and habits.
Opposition members should not
claim what is impossible or
miraculous in order to be
integrated with the current regime.

Rama

By: Najeeb Al-Ghurbani

armers and laborers
are extremely engaged
in finding ways to
provide subsistence
for their families,
while the government and
opposition are very busy in
constitutional amendments and
useless  speeches. Both the
government and opposition leave
us in trouble, while Friday remains
the same Friday and the sermon
remains the same sermon.
Suddenly without any indicators,
Ramadan, the holy month of
worship and forgiveness, is upon
us. And because the government is
unable to do anything in Ramadan
-or any other month of the year-
with regard to fighting the
phenomenon of price hikes,
irresponsible tradesmen with no

an without a government

consideration for the significance
of the holy month have flooded the

local markets with expired
foodstuffs and other perished
commodities.

One day I went to a pharmacy to
buy Cerelak milk for my baby girl,
and was shocked to find out that
this commodity was no longer
available. On the street however, I
found that large quantities of the
expired commodity were being
sold. Those who were selling them
also offered honey, milk and dates.

The local markets are
excessively flooded with expired
foodstuffs while citizens,
seemingly suffering from
malnutrition, anemia and severe
poverty, rush to purchase the lot.
Those who buy these expired
goods are limited-income citizens,
farmers, laborers and marginalized
people whose living standards

have deteriorated due to poor
policies that only encourage
corruption to become rampant and
poverty to become more severe.

Where are the oversight
authorities and agencies concerned
with product specifications and
quality control? Where is the
Consumer Protection Authority?
Not one of these parties monitors
expired commodities sold by
vendors in the streets of our capital
and other cities nationwide.

It is not acceptable for citizens to
receive Ramadan with expired or
fake commodities. Why does the
good government not realize the
daily risk of disease to citizens?
Yemeni citizens are consuming
trafficked pesticides and cancerous
substances in food that has
remained in stores until becoming
unusable.

The Yemeni popular markets

have turned into a landfill for waste
disposal, especially as goods on the
market contravene even the
simplest international
specifications followed in the rest
of the world. The government
approves the mechanism of free
market, while vendors exploit this
concept to replace it by chaos.

Street vendors exploit the
government’s inability to arrest or
question tradesmen, even those
who have already been charged
with monopolizing goods or
smuggling them illegally into our
homeland. They also exploit poor
awareness on the part of citizens,
who never check the dates of
production and expiry on cans or
boxes of products.

The government doesn’t feel
ashamed to say that it has many
oversight committees to monitor
foodstuffs in local markets. The

government doesn’t feel ashamed
that it has no specific laws to
govern the process of importing
foreign products into the country.

It is ridiculous to see that
citizens are living in a territory
without law and order, particularly
as their own government continues
to sponsor irresponsible tradesmen
who create multiple crises with
negative impacts on citizens’ living
conditions.

The shame is on a government
that has proved unable to monitor
or control what is taking place in
the local market. The ordinary
citizen has become a victim of his
own government. Ramadan Karim
and acceptable fasting for the
ordinary citizen! In order to be
healthier, the government should
fast by refraining from corruption
and the embezzlement of public
funds.

Traditional enemies begin the

By: Mona Safwan

hile serious

efforts  and

strong stands

came together

to support the
addition of a woman to the
membership of the Supreme
Commission for Election and
Referendum (SCER), a campaign,
opposing women’s participation in
politics and social activities,
emerges. The campaign claims
that women’s political
participation means defying
religion and that religion doesn’t
accept women’s involvement in
politics.

The struggle for women’s
participation in politics
Several weeks ago, the

Advancement & Prosperity Forum
(APF) began collecting signatures
of women and human rights
groups and organizations as a
strategy for exerting pressure on
the relevant agencies in the
government to add a woman to the
SCER membership.

This has been a persisting
demand since the most recent
local  council elections in
September 2006, which led to the
appointment of Elham
Abdulwahab as manager for the
recently established women’s
department in the SCER.

But this was not the sole
ambition of the women’s
movement. Chaired by Yahya
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh and
Dr. Raoufa Hassan, the APF
strongly backs all women’s
involvement in political life,
notably in the elections as voters
and candidates.

The opposition of the Islamic
political movement
However, the recently established
Virtue Protection Authority Forum
has begun its fight against
women’s quota through various
political websites as part of its
battle against all forms of evil in
society, according to  its
terminology.

It maintains that women’s quota
is seen by religious clerics as a
violation of God’s Legislation.

According to serious
jurisprudential effort, women’s
quota poses a threat to Islam,
particularly according to some
extremists, who call on other
conventional forces in society to
follow suit in opposing women’s
participation in politics.

117 was the number that
headed a religious letter that
publicly called for prohibiting
women’s quota, despite a
presidential initiative to allocate
15 percent of Parliament seats to
women after which the APF was
established.

The presence of a fatwa by
senior religious clerics in Yemen,
issued to rescue politicians and
place them formally outside the
battle, implies that the Islamic
political movement is the direct
opponent of the women’s
movement in this struggle.

The battle is not over yet
As usual, the women'’s

movement’s conventional enemy
has demonstrated its strong
objection to women’s participation
in politics, by saying that political
parties are not entitled to approve
women’s political activity, or their
specific share in elected bodies,
even if these parties have the
capacity and political will to do so.

What has already happened
doesn’t surprise us, nor is it the

battle

end of the battle.

Especially after so many female
activists rejected the so-called
fatwa banning their involvement
in  politics, the women’s
movement has not raised the white

flag yet.
Women seem to be in need for
an urgent fatwa to reassert

women’s role in politics and to
begin the battle in earnest.
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Al-Ahali.net, an independent news

website
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008

Top Stories

- Central Bank of Yemen doesn’t
accept denominations of one hun-
dred and two hundred

- Minister of Local Administration
eliminated from Sa’ada
Reconstruction Committee

- Political Advisor to President:
Yemenis migrate to Saudi Arabia to
flee poverty like Somalis do

Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Eryani, Political
Adpvisor to President Saleh and one of
the most prominent political actors in
Yemen, showed a sharp position about
Yemeni opposition leaders abroad,
describing the daily criticism of
Yemeni government by the opposition
as “not going beyond the circle of
barking”, the website reported.

This came as part of a televised
interview with the Saudi journalist
Sulaiman Al-Hatlan, who is in charge
of preparing the Gulf Talk on the
Hurra Satellite Channel. And the inter-
view was about to be broadcast on
Monday evening. Al-Eryani insisted
that Haidar Abu Bakr Al-Attas still
remains a top secessionist, a statement
that was labeled as a frank accusation
of opposition in South Yemen.

Al-Eryani called his strong oppo-
nent Al-Attas to return to Yemen and
ensured him save living if he returns.
He confirmed that he is ready to go in
person to Al-Attas if the latter accepts
to return to Yemen in order to accom-
pany him in the plane during his flight
to his homeland.

The interview also discussed the
topic of Virtue Protection Authority,
which Al-Eryani strongly criticized,
denying that President Saleh supports
for any political position. He stressed
that those who support the authority
don’t need good things for Yemen.

Al-Eryani confirmed that Houthis
receive financial and media support
from Iran, rejecting the idea that Saudi
Arabia or Yemen offered any conces-
sions to settle differences over border
demarcation between both bordering
states. He stressed the necessity of
Gulf Cooperation Council states
accepting Yemeni workforce, particu-
larly as the country is experiencing a
state of extreme poverty. “In even
Gulf states don’t accept Yemen labor-
ers, this may constitute an extra bur-
den on the Gulf’s security,” Al-Eryani
was quoted as saying.

Al-Eryani likened Yemenis who
migrate from their homeland to Saudi
Arabia to Somalis who travel to
Yemen to flee extreme poverty and
conflicts in their homeland.

Al-Motamar.net, affiliated with
General People Congress (ruling

party)
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008

Top Stories

- Al-Eryani: Yemen suffers poverty
as a major problem

- Minister of Industry and Trade calls
for community partnership to meet
food crisis

- SCER hopes that parties speed up
presenting representatives to elec-
tion committees

Member  of  the Supreme
Commission for Elections and refer-
endum (SCER) Dr Mohammed
Abdullah Al-Siyany on Saturday told
almotamar.net that his commission
almost finished drafting and amending
all publications, forms and guides
related to the phase of reviewing and
amending voter registers as part of its
preparations for the upcoming parlia-
mentary elections scheduled in April
next year, the ruling party’s website
reported.

Al-Siyany said work is underway
around the clock at the technical sec-
tor as well as other sectors in order to
finish the preparations as soon as pos-
sible due to the short time available
for the SCER because the commission
was only composed recently.

He affirmed that SCER is still com-
mitted to the constitutional and legal
dates for carrying out the phase of
revising and correcting voter registers.
He has made it clear that the SCER
last week asked political parties to
provide it with names of their repre-
sentatives in the supervising, major
and branch committees for the stage of
revising and modifying voter regis-
ters. The commission hoped that
political parties would provide names
of their representatives in line with the
shares adopted during the local and
presidential elections of 2006.

According to the website, Head of
the Information Office at the General
People's Congress (GPC) Tareq Al-
Shami renewed his charges Saturday
to the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP),
accusing them of attempting to hinder
the upcoming parliamentary elections.

Al-Shami said that attempt of the JMP
to hinder the elections is the result of
its realization that its popularity has
dwindled very much, pointing out that
leaderships of the JMP worked for

marginalizing their parties and leader-
ships.

He also reminded Parliament of the
postponement of its secessions for
weeks to give opportunity to JMP
member parties to present names of
their candidates for the SCER but they
procrastinated and that compelled
Parliament to take its decision by
rejecting election law amendments
and selecting SCER members.

Al-Balagh Independent Political
Weekly
Tuesday, Sept 9, 2008

Top Stories

- Al-Janadi: SCER is legitimate and
we are not concerned about compro-
mise

- Religious Zaidi cleric released from
political security detention

- NDI Resident Director meets with
representatives of EU and interna-
tional organizations

The Al-Balagh weekly learned that
Peter Dimitroff, Resident Director of
National Democratic Institute (NDI)
has returned to Sana’a after he had
been absent over the past time period
for an important mission related with
operations of the Institute that is con-
cerned with election affairs and
democracy in our country, the weekly
reported.

It went on to say that NDI is pon-
dered upon as the most important
international agency that contributes
to correcting democratic practices in
the nation. Composition of the
Supreme Commission for Election
and Referendum (SCER) and dialogue

TN 3
between ruling and opposition parties
on election law amendments over the
past time period are some of the most
prominent events related with democ-
racy.

The international organization
resented waste of time on futile dia-
logue between political parities. It
holds the view that dialoguing outside
Parliament is merely a waste of time,
insisting that Parliament should play
its role in this regard.

Political party leaders in Yemen are
waiting for NDI’s comment on the
Parliament’s most recent step that
annulled proposed election law
amendments and approved the old
version of the law. JMP harshly criti-
cized NDI during the past few months
over statements made by the
Institute’s Director, which the opposi-
tion coalition viewed as serving the
ruling party and its government at the
expense of enhancing democracy in
the country.

The Institute cited in its report that
Yemen’s 2006 election was fair,
adding that SCER managed the elec-
toral process better than it did before.

The weekly learned that Dimitroff
will hold a string of meetings with
representatives of EU and other inter-
national organizations to examine the
various steps taken to compose SCER
and amend the election system.
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Al-Sahwa.net, affiliated with the
Islah Party
Thursday, Sept. 11, 2008

Top Stories
- Saudi police rescue 22 Yemen ille-
gal immigrants from death in the

desert
- HOOD: Three citizens and a child
are being held hostages in Sana’a

- Defense-advocate demands Al-
Moayad transferred to hospital due
to critical condition

Defense-advocate ~ of  Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Moayad has demand-
ed the Yemeni government should
exert pressure on the U.S. administra-
tion in order to allow him take the ail-
ing detainee to hospital, the website
reported in its lead story.

It continued that the U.S. lawyer
told the eldest son of Al-Moayad,
Ibrahim, in a call conversation that his
father condition is critical, pointing
out that his doctor inside the jail rec-
ommended that the aged inmate be
taken to hospital as he could not be
healed there.

According to the news website,
Ibrahim Al-Moayad further expressed
sorrow as the Yemeni lawyer
Mohammad Alaw came back to
Yemen without meeting his father,
indicating that the U.S. appeal court
would issue a sentence against Al-
Moayad in this month.

The website went on to say that
Ibrahim explained that his father com-
plained last week in a phone conversa-
tion that the prison management
impedes delivering papers and letters
to his father.

Sheikh al Moayad was sentenced to
75 years in prison while his compan-
ion Mohammad Zayed was sentenced
to 45 years. The pair was caught in
Frankfort Airport while flying to
Germany for medical treatment and
was subsequently handed over to the
U.S. Administration on suspicion of
funneling funds to the Palestinian
Hamas Movement and supporting ter-
rorism.

Introduction

Contract Documents

Participation

. etc

The Project Contract Documents includes the following:
- Letters of Invitation.
- Statistical General Information to the Contractors
- General Conditions of the Contract.
- Particular Special Conditions of the Contractors.
- Technical Specifications.
- Project Bills of Quantities.

The Governnment of Yemen represented by Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local
Corporation has received a grant from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Development / State of Kuwait to finance the Turn Key Job of Design, Construction and
Operation of Sana’a Septage Treatment Plant at Al-Hushaishiya Area.

This invitation is open to all Internationally qualified Contractors with sound experience
internationally or nationally in the field of Turn Key Projects for Treatment Plants. All
qualified Contractors with solid relevant experience are encouraged to associate with
local Contractors having experience in the same field of Construction works in reinforced
reservoirs, Pump Houses, ..

All qualified and interested Contractors may obtain the prepared documents from the
Client (Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation). Against US $200 non-
refundable, however the Contractors should inform the Client, upon the receipt of this
invitation with the following:

1. Confirming the receipt of a full set of Contract Documents.

2. Confirming the Contractor’s Participation or otherwise.

3. Documenting whether the Contractor will participate alone or in a joint venture.

Time of Submission (within sixty days of Invitation Date)

All Offers including the sealed Technical and Financial offers should be submitted to the

officers of Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation before 12:00 noon of

02/11/2008.

Enquiries

All enquiries which the Contractors may have should be addressed to the following

address:

LETTER OF INVITATION TO SUBMIT BEST OFFER FOR
TURN KEY DESIGN CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF
SANA’A SEPTAGE TREATMENT PLANT AT AL-HUSHAISHIYA

Sana’a Water and Sanitation Local Corporation
Att: Engineer Abdulla Al-Mut’a

General Manager of (PMU)

For Sana’a Sanitation Network Projects

P.O. box 2659, Al-Hsabah

Sana’a — Republic of Yemen

Fax: +967 237 645
Tel: +967 237 644

E-mail: swslc@v.net.ve

Additional Instructions to Contractors

1. The Contractor who will participate should fill in all forms included within the
Contract documents precisely with all details including a complete break down of
the main items in order to enable SWSLC to compare the offers received from
different Contractors.

2. In case of Associations or Joint Venture cases between International Contractors
and Local Contractors, the leading partner should be identified without releasing
and other partners from his responsibilities nor his liabilities.

3. The participating Contractors should identify their relevant experience in Turn
Key Projects which should be reflected clearly by having a comprehensive

detailed offer with a table of contents.

4. Each Contractor should include within his offer a Bidding Guarantee issued by a
certified Bank working in the Republic of Yemen for a value of 40,000 US dollars.
Offers shall be valid for 120 days from the day of submittal and Bid Guarantee
shall be valid for 150 days from the day of the submittal.

5. This Document will be considered as apart of the Contract Agreement.
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Saisaban tree eats up agricultural lands

By: Almigdad Mojalli

armers in the southern,

eastern and western gover-

norates of Yemen like

Hadramout, Abyan, Lahj

and Tehama are suffering
from the tremendous spread of
Prosopic Goly Flora, known locally as
“Al-Saisaban tree.”

A large thorny, leaf-bearing tree that
grows like a weed and often occupies
farm lands, Al-Saisaban does need any
care or special planting and is strongly
resistant to climate change including
drought.

Many people in Hadramout, Tehama
and the southern governorates claim
that the British brought this tree with
them to Yemen during their occupation
of south Yemen.

Awad Omer Ba Dass, 69, a farmer
from Maifa’a district in the Hadramout
governorate, witnessed the beginnings
of Al-Saisaban tree in Yemen. Ba Dass
said that the first emergence of Al-
Saisaban tree was during the period
between 1963-1964 when a British
agricultural expert with a friend arrived

at Bayr Ali and asked the Sultan Alawi
Al-Wahedi to give him a piece of land
to plant it.

According to Ba Dass, the British
expert planted many species of plants
such as rice, ginger, lemon and saisa-
ban in the land he was given. The
Sultan noticed that there was one tree
that had never been seen in Hadramout
at that time. When the sultan asked the
expert about the name of this tree, the
he replied “Saisaban."

When the sultan asked about the
advantages of this tree, the expert told
him that when the tree grew, its wood
would be useful for furniture. “Then
the expert disappeared and left the
cursed tree to destroy our land,” said
Ba Dass.

Ba Dass added that when Al-
Saisaban tree gets dry, it is unusable as
firewood because the interior of the
tree turns into yellow powder. In addi-
tion, Ba Dass said that the thorn of Al-
Saisaban tree is poisonous and if it
pricks a human, the injury takes a
while to heal.

Ba Dass said that there were only
around eight trees on the British agri-

culturalist's land, which multiplied
when they spread through cattle, whose
stomachs can’t digest it and spread the
seeds from their feces.

A number of farmers in Hadramout
governorate couldn’t combat the con-
stant invasion of this tree and conse-
quently were obliged to leave their
land.

“My four sons and I tried the best we
could to fight off this tree but we
couldn’t overcome it," said Ahmed Ba
Qarwan, a farmer from Wadi Hajr.
"We have a lot of land and can't protect
it all."

Mohamed Ba Rass, a 57 year-old-
farmer complained that the govern-
ment does nothing to help the farmers
combat the spread of this tree "that
destroyed our land, which is the only
source of their children’s livelihood."

Dr. Ahmed Al-Attas, the head of the
General Administration of Anti-
Desertification, said that the tree caus-
es damage in part because of the high
price of uprooting them. Ba Dass said
that the only way to uproot them is
through pouring Yemeni (not any other
kind) cooking oil on them, and even

then it is still difficult to kill.

Al-Saisaban is accused of destroying
other kinds of trees used as pasture for
the cattle, as its roots extend for long
distances and steal water from other
plants.

“This tree presents a very big obsta-
cle for both the government and farm-
ers," Al-Attas explained. "The tree
[seeds] is spread by the wind, floods or
cattle that eat the seeds and then expel
them to grow again.”

Al-Attas added that the government
doesn’t allocate any funds to combat
this tree, though it very well may take
millions of dollars to destroy. “There is
no money allocated to combating this
tree and the government isn’t willing to
get loans for millions of dollars from
the World Bank only to do the same
thing after four or five years when the
tree emerges again," he said.

Al-Attas lays the responsibility of
fighting Al-Saisaban trees on the farm-
ers who, according to him, must clean
their lands of this tree as they do with
unwanted grasses or any other weeds.
“The farmers have to look after their
lands themselves because it isn’t possi-
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Al-Saisaban is accused of destroying other kinds of trees used as pasture for
the cattle, as its roots extend for long distances and steal water from other

plants.

ble for the government to come and
weed everybody’s land,” Al-Attas said.

On the other hand, Al-Attas pointed
out that Al-Saisaban tree can help pre-
vent desertification. “What is good

about this tree is that it has a strong
resistance to desertification. While all
other kinds of trees die, Al-Saisban
continues its spread and resists deserti-
fication."

Hospitals in Sana'a overcrowded with patients

By: Mahmoud Assamiee

ublic and private hospitals

in Sana'a are overcrowded

with patients and the situa-

tion is spiraling out on con-

trol as the hospitals have
limited capacity to accommodate
patients who often come from other
governorates.

At every public hospital there are
around 20 to 30 clinics, with up to 30
patients in the waiting rooms all wait-
ing for the same doctor.

This affects the quality of health-
care, as the doctor has to deal with all
these patients quickly yet efficiently,
often working long hours with little
pay. Often when the door of the doc-
tor's room is opened, four of five
patients try to enter at once. This puts
pressure on the doctor to hurriedly per-
form the medical check-up and diag-

Panasonic

ideas for life

nose the patient before moving on to
the next one. Often one doctor has to
see up to 40 patients in a matter of four
hours.

Patients, many of them children,
have to wait two to six hours to see the
doctor and complain that the doctors
and hospital management do not per-
form their duties well. "I have been
waiting since early morning to see the
doctor, and now the time is nearly 12
o'clock and I am still waiting," said one
patient.

The hospital administration is also
complaining. "We receive 800-1200
patient a day which exceeds the hospi-
tal's capacity," said Dr. Abdul-Aziz
Adheliy, Director of Technical Affairs
in Al-Jumhori Public Educational
Hospital. He declared that there are 20
clinics in the hospital and only 20 to 30
physicians covering all these clinic ,
which means that every doctor has to
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see between 30 and 40 patients a day.

"Doctors are complaining about this
situation. It is difficult for a doctor to
examine more than 30 patients a day,"
said Adheliy, adding that physicians
are asking for bonuses to compensate
for the pressure they face while per-
forming their duties. He said that only
surgeons -a third of the hospital’s 300
diversely specialized doctors- get some
benefits. "A surgeon gets 40 percent of
the operation's costs but the other doc-
tors do not get such advantages," he
added.

In addition to the huge numbers of
patients visiting the hospital for med-
ical check-ups, the hospital also has to
deal with the increasing numbers of
patients admitted to its facilities.
"Though the capacity of the hospital is
500 beds, there are up to eight patients
in every room,’explained Adheliy. He
said that this number was a heavy bur-
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den on the operational cost of the hos-
pital.

Adheliy stated that the budget of the
hospital was only YR 80 million and
that this sum is not enough to cover the
operational cost, services and wages of
all 1000 employees.

In addition to all of these burdens,
the hospital has to cope with its acci-
dent and emergency center, where it
receives unidentified patients (without
ID cards,) and emergency cases. "Al-
Jumhori Hospital has the only accident
and emergency center in Sana'a that
receives unidentified patients and
emergency cases," said Adheliy, who
said that the hospital suffered from a
shortage of staff and a low budget.
What is happening in al-Jumhori
Hospital is repeating itself in other
public hospitals and even in private
ones.

Dr. Nashwan al- Attab, an eye dis-

ease specialist, says that Al-Thoura
Hospital receives too large a number of
patients for the services it can provide.
"I see nearly 50 patients every day and
that's too much for me," says al-Attab.

Officials in the Ministry of Public
Health and Population say that over-
crowding in major hospitals in Sana’a
is the result of their immense populari-
ty and limited capacity.

Dr. Adel Assamiee, Director of
Information Management in the
Ministry of Public Health, says that
patient overcrowding isn’t just a prob-
lem in public hospitals, but in private
ones as well. According to him, Al-
Thoura Hospital receives a much
greater number of patients than Al-
Jumhori Hospital because it is more
qualified, and therefore people come to
it from different parts of the gover-
norate.

"The reason public hospitals in

Sana'a are overcrowded is that people
travel from districts all around the city
to be attended to by their doctors," said
Dr. Saleh Attawali, Director of
Planning Management in the Health
Ministry.

He added that, if a survey on the
patients in these public hospitals were
to be undertaken, the results would
show that most of them are from other
governorates, not from the capital
alone.

With regards to a solution to the
problem, Attawali says that the govern-
ment plans to build more public hospi-
tals and medical centers in the near
future, mentioning the Sana'a
Educational Hospital and Al-Saleh
Medical City projects as examples.
"There are also plans for increasing
hospitals' budgets to enable them to
expand and better provide required
services," concluded Attawali.
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Ramadan Page

Ramadan: King of all months

By: Nasser Salah

he Holy month of

Ramadan is regarded as a

unique, spiritual month of

mercy that Allah (God)

exclusively gave to
mankind. The Prophet Muhammad,
may the peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him (PBUH), said in the Holy
Hadith: "All the good deeds are com-
pleted for the individual himself,
except for fasting which is merely for
Allah and He does reward for it”. For
Muslims, it is considered the dearest
month and a welcome guest, which
stops once a year at their homes wher-
ever they may be on Earth. However, it
is not only a time of refraining from
eating and drinking, but also a signifi-
cant school where one can learn many
important lessons such as forgiveness,
endurance, tolerance, reinforcing ties
of kinship -strengthening a relationship
between relatives, neighbors and
friends- Sadaqah (charity) and Zakat
(almsgiving), purification of souls and
coming closer to Allah (God) by per-
forming holy and good deeds while
avoiding the sinful ones.

In today’s world, many Muslims, not
only in Yemen but also worldwide,
consider Ramadan to arrive in difficult
conditions, mainly sky-rocketing food
prices. This is because many Muslims
incorrectly view Ramadan as a time to
splurge on food, which is in fact
against Islamic teachings. It is advis-
able to follow the orders of Allah and
his prophet of keeping away from
extravagance. With respect to this, in
Surat [Al-Isra, 27], Allah says: “Verily,
the spendthrifts are brothers of the
Shayatin (devils), and the Shaitan

Investment Company

Suitable for Bank, Commercial Center or An
Location: Al-Tahreer, Al-Qaser Street

Contact: 777213324 - 770841661

(Devil) is ever ungrateful to his Lord.”
Fasting is mentioned fourteen times
in the Holy Quran. Furthermore, fast-
ing is one of the five pillars of Islam.
Muslims are obliged to fast during this
blessed month, according to undisput-
ed holy revelations. In the Noble
Quran, it is revealed in Surat [Al-
Bagqarah, 183]," O you who believe!
Observing As-Saum (the fast) is pre-
scribed for you as it was prescribed for
those before you, that you become Al-
Muttaqun (the pious).” Ramadan is the
time of concentrating on performing
good deeds, refraining from sinful or
bad ones, and fearing Allah, while
seeking his mercy and forgiveness. It is
not a time for overspending money on
huge meals, a luxurious month, or a
month to waste time on playing domi-
noes and cards or watching TV for
hours, in addition to chewing qat
overnight. Instead, people should take
the opportunity to devote themselves
fully to be as near as possible to Allah.
Every country and community has
its own mores and customs. However,
the customs surrounding Ramadan in
Shabwa in general, and in Assaid in
particular, are distinguished from other
places. In the past people used to wel-
come Ramadan a week before by
chanting, "Welcome, welcome O
Ramadan, you are welcome O
Ramadan” and “Welcome, welcome O
Ramadan, virtue and fasting are during
your time”. Likewise, they used to bid
Ramadan farewell a week before by
chanting, “Farewell, farewell O
Ramadan” and “God with you O
Ramadan! They used to go early to
mosque to attend the five prayers in
groups as well as reciting Quran.
When the time of sunset (Maghrib)

WA Unique Job Opportunity with Market
Leader Courier Company in Yemen

approached, before breaking the fast
they used to head to the mosque so that
they could chant some praying verses
for ten minutes while dates and water
were provided. They used to say
together "I bear witness that there is no
God but Allah from whom we seek for-
giveness, invoking Paradise and seek-
ing refuge from Hell “, besides some
other prayer-chants. After leaving the
mosque, people usually went to their
homes to sip cups of coffee, and eat
sour bread called lahooh with either
goat or sheep consommé called shoor-
bah, a kind of food that consisted of
smashed—grains and meat cooked in a
wood-fuelled oven. Some needy fami-
lies would go to the doors of the more
fortunate, politely asking for some-
thing to eat by performing chants,
wishing them wealth, health and off-
spring. After breaking the fast and
praying the Maghrib prayer, people
were accustomed to going to the
mosque to attend the Al-Aisha and At-
Taraweeh prayers as well. Families
would sit up all night with their rela-
tions till early dawn, or go to sleep
early to be able to face work in the
morning.

A man known as the ‘man of early
dawn’, would walk around alleys beat-
ing his drum from two till about three
thirty in the morning so that people
could wake up for the early meal
(sahoor) and prayers. The sahoor usu-
ally consisted of crushed loaves of
bread mixed with goat-milk and
sesame oil, coffee and water. Four days
before Eid Al-Fitr, a number of people
including children would accompany
the ‘man of early dawn’ chanting, "Ba
Sha'afal Eid Eidham, Ba Shafa'al Man
As-Salimeen" for instance, to collect
grains for him in return for his service
waking up the village’s people.

Nowadays, things are very different.
Regretfully, today’s generation regards
Ramadan as the month of splurging on
food and spending too much money on
expensive, unnecessary items. In fact,
fasting Ramadan involves a mysterious
sacred relationship between Allah
(God) and his servants, because one
can realize that it is a time to feel hun-
gry so as to feel compelled to be kind
to others who lead a difficult and less
fortunate lifestyle. In addition to that,
doctors often recommend fasting, for
good health.

Ramadan is a time for those who dis-
obeyed Allah (God) to cut relations
with the Devil (Satan), ask Allah to
forgive sins and have mercy on weak-
ness, because Allah loves to hear his
servants frequently ask him, giving up
committing bad deeds and converting
to the way of virtue as Islamic religion

Some people chat in the afternoon.

teaches us in the Quran and the Sunnah
of the prophet.

Fasting invokes a spiritual and
sacred relationship between mankind
and Allah. Allah mentioned the month
of Saum (fasting) in the Holy Quran,
the month of Ramadan in which was
revealed the Quran, guidance for
mankind and clear proofs for the guid-
ance and the criterion between right
and wrong. Whoever sights the cres-

cent on the first night of the month,
must observe Saum (fast) that month,
and whoever is ill or on a journey, must
make up the number of days for which
he did not observe Saum (fast) later.
Allah tends for your ease and He does
not want to make things difficult for
you; he wants you to complete the
same number of days, and you to mag-
nify Allah i.e. to say Takbir or “Allahu
Akbar” (Allah is Great) for having

guided you so that you may be grateful
to Him. [Al-Baqgarah, 185].

It is unfortunate that some people
know Allah during Ramadan, but don't
even remember Him during the other
months. Actually, worshiping Allah as
well as following the instructions of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is an
obligatory duty for human beings to
carry out as a way of life, and not just
during the holy month of Ramadan.

JOB VACANCIES
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1. Position: Finance Manager
Reference: FM/IPD/090908

Responsibilities:

Islamic Relief Yemen (IRY — a British INGO) is seeking qualified candidates to fill the following vacancies:

2. Position:

Reference:  HRAO/IPD/090908

Responsibilities:

Human Resources & Administration Officer

A leading Courier Company in Yemen is seeking an expert for its
Operations in Belhaf site for the following post:

Sales Territory Manager

Primary Job Accountabilities:
»  Building strong customer relationship
+ Exploit all new opportunities from existing and potential
customers
*  Monitor customer performance loyalty and satisfaction
*  Promote company’s brands and values
*  Achieve territory target
*  Reporting
*  Perform pickup and delivery for Belhaf material

Requirements:

* Bachelor degree in Business Administration or equivalent
qualification in Sales and Marketing

*  Minimum of two years of experience

*  Good computer skills

*  Ability to work with MS Excel and MS Word

*  Excellent commands in both written and spoken English
and Arabic

*  Valid driving license

*  Mukalla residence is preferred

Interested candidates may fax their CV to 01 446049 no later
than 18th September.

Only short listed applicants will be contacted.

* Maintain systems and controls to ensure the efficiency, integrity and transparency
of the field office and sub-office operations in accordance with guidelines provided
by Islamic Relief Head Quarters and internationally accepted accounting stan-
dards.

*  Ensure all accounting records and supporting documentation for all financial trans-
actions is maintained in a systematic order and in safe and secure conditions in the
field office and sub-offices.

*  Provide quarterly and where required monthly financial reports to the Islamic Relief
HQ Finance department.

*  Ensure the effective and efficient working of budgetary, accounting, reporting and
internal control systems for the field and all sub-offices.

» Liaise with external auditors, government departments, banks regularly.

* Manage and undertake local internal audits of the field and sub-offices including
implemented projects.

*  To work as part of a team and liaise with the Country Director, field and sub-offices
teams and HQ Finance department and Programmes Division.

*  Perform other duties as deemed necessary

Requirements:

*  Minimum 3 years experience as a qualified Accountant (ACCA/ACA/CIMA/CCAB)
or equivalent internationally recognized accounting qualification.

*  Excellent communication skills with the ability to present financial matters to non-

financial managers and discuss proposals in English with institutional donors and

other relevant parties.

Ability to manage and supervise finance staff in multiple and remote locations.

Ability to think strategically.

High degree of computer literacy.

Bilingual — Arabic & English

Proficiency in accounting software preferably QuickBooks.

Disposition of a team player.

Ability to work independently and provide initiative in improving finance functions.

Willing to travel to remote locations and in difficult terrains.

« Develop and maintain existing programme support especially HR and office sys-
tems.

«  Oversee purchasing inventory, transport and procurement of project material

* Handle petty cash

« Assist in management; follow up, monitoring and carrying out different tasks relat-
ed to custom clearance, vehicles, visas, etc...

« Maintain smooth office operations including provision and operation of equipment

«  Co-ordinate and organize recruitment processes, induction and HR systems and
procedures

« Support in the coordination and organization of performance management and
development activities

«  Ensure that the office runs smoothly and that equipment is maintained, serviced
or repaired and that Health and Safety procedures are followed.

« Maintain effective communication and filing systems in the office

«  Perform other duties as deemed necessary

Requirements:

«  University degree in Business Administration or related field

* Atleast 2 years experience in human resources, office management and admin-
istration.

«  Experience of managing a team of staff.

«  Excellent communications skills including written and spoken Arabic and English.

«  Ability to deal with people at all levels including partners, staff and officials in gov-
ernment offices.

«  Highly organized, able to meet deadlines and complete on time.

* Interested in learning about and applying correctly procedures in office manage-
ment, human resources and logistics..

*  Good computer skills in (Word processing, Excel, PowerPoint & usage of internet)

Please send a copy of your CV latest by ﬂm September 2008.

Admin Department

Islamic Relief Yemen,

P O Box 15088, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Fax No: 01-415998 Or Email: info@iryemen.org

Applicants should be sympathetic to the values and principles of Islamic Relief
Islamic Relief is an equal opportunities employer.
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.
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Al-1ahra Stationery
For School & Office Supplies
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Cargo
M&M Logistics &
Aviation Services.
International Freight Forwarding
(Air/Sea/Land)
International Packing Standard
Warehousing (The biggest in
Sana’a)
International Worldwide Door to
Door Services.
Customs Clearance
(Airports/Ports/Border)
Arranging of Exemptions.
Over flying & Technical stops for
aircrafts at all Yemen Airports.

Tel :
Fax:
Hot line: 733030062 (24 Hours)
Address: 36 Amman St, Sana’a -
Republic Of Yemen.

P.O. Box 15053, Sana’a — Republic Of
Yemen.

E-Mail: md&mgenservices@y.net.ye
Website: www.mmlogisticsyemen.com

01-531221/531231

SECURITY PROVISION

IN-SITE GUARDING A
VIP GUARDING
01-531130 F &
FES
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS
EXPLOSIVE DETECTORS
FIRE DETECTOR SYSTEMS
SECURITY ACCESSORIES
MAINTENANCE

RTING
TIVALS & CARNIVALS SECURITY

¢ YEMEN PROTECTION GROUP
SECURITY

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN - SANA'A - NOUAKCHOTT St. OPP. OF UNICEF
Tel: 466086 Fax: 534598 Mob: 771808382 - 777884803 Email . YPGSECURITY @yemen. net.ye

welcq et lm ill_ojqCya alllmlq hwl L S)elc o 2LLnjiq
10 J20] Lo g Lol Loo YLoyl i Lyloj gl 4-5qc ) cualpl bluy
83q.0llq-8qu - Ugw -1 S0l - A - ‘

LACEFY YTVV0V 1 Aalall 5500Y) g laiuo
O/ Y VOV(FER) 1Baud - 0/ £ AYEY s Ohmu— + O/ VAT SKI - 0/ TN YA LAY ¢ gyl

=35 e

¢

L0in
. q" :]‘_D'l

Fax: 267619
P.0 Box: 5465

oo b0 ) Ldheng aalae
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Email: shaibani@yemen.net.ye
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Trans Global Logistics
& Services Ltd.

‘We bring your World Closer

* Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

* Packing/Land Transportation.

« International door to door services.

» Warehousing /Logistical planning.

 Customs clearance/Local
Visa/Documentation handling.

* Real Estate Services.

« Ticking Reservations & General
Tourism Services.

 Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of
Yemen

Email:transglobal @yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2 @yemen.net.ye
Website:
www.transglobalyemen.com
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M Modern Link Int'1
Tel : 967- 1 -218335
Fax :- 967- 1 - 472919
mli.ye@yahoo.com
mli.ye@hotmail.com

Situation

Vacant

B Required, Designer and
Printer Technical

Contact: 711717122

| A Professional
Electromechanical Co.
Looking for a Professional
Electrical Engineer having
experience in high & low

Voltage Installation & Cable
laying at least 10 years with
good Salary.

Please call at 735073768,
Send Fax of C.V at 01/
202866

Job Seekers

B Diploma application soft-
ware and computer mainte-
nance, A diploma in using
computer front National
institute of Administrative
Sciences. A diploma tourism
& travel. English language
diploma, second year in

Sana’a university
Accounting section. Driving
license and certificate.

French language courses.
Contact: 733594528

B Bakr Amer Electrical
Engineering  (Electronics
Communication  system)
looking for job in a good
company

Contact: 713474830

B Faie Saeb, Bachelor

degree in Commerce- Delhi
University-India, good
Computer knowledge, good
English, looking for job
(account/finance position)

Contact: 733848054
B Ali Mahyoub, bachelor

degree in  English,m.a
degree in Education
Administration and

Supervision, seeking for a
good job in a company of
any field

Contact: 733899106

Ml Jamal, Engineer in infor-
mation  technology &
Computer Seines (Algeria
university), Super in techni-
cian in Computer mainte-
nance, technical bachelor in
Electronic, looking for a job.
Contact: 734542253

B Ali, Proficiency in
English, level 4, looking for
ajob

Contact: 733622960

B Abdurrahim Mohammed,
bachelor degree in English,
Ms office, 1 year experience
as administration assistant
Contact: 711660730

B Faiz Farce, Bachelor in
English, Faculty of educa-
tion, seeking for a good job
in a company in any field
Contact: 734615619

B Ahmed, a specialized
Etiquette and Customer care
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coach, ready to serve Or English language,
groups. Computer &  Internet
Contact: 734000914 teacher. Available for house
B Sameer Ahmed, Can tuition.

work as: Secretary, external Contact: 733756733
reporter for any association.

UFor Sale [IRequired UAvailable UFor Lease [[For Hire/Rent
[Job Require U Situation Vacant [Others

Details:

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times fax:

I

I

I 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
| For more info. contact: 268661/2/3

e e e e — —

Send your Free Ads by Fax: 268276 or by P.0O.Box: 2579 Sana'a

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199,
Fire Brigade 191, Water Problems 171, Telephone
enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign
Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7,
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3,
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio
Station 282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station
332001/2, Red Crescent 203131/3, Tel-Yemen
7522202, Y.net 7522227

Continental Airline 278668/283082

Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Lufthansa 213400/219252

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

% Yemen Gulf Bank  Te/.967-1-260823 Fax:260824
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

% Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703,503350
Yemeni Banks:

Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01 277224
Fax: 277291

Tel: 01 407030
Tel: 01 276585/2
Tel: 01 563813

International Bank of Yemen
Arab Bank
CAC Bank

CAR RENTAL

Hertz Rent a Car Sana’a: 01-440309

Aden: 02-245625
Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751 Fax: 01
270804

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS

267791

FORD/HYUNDAI
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49, Sana’a: 400269

OPEL/GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES

Aden: 02-237199
Tel:444553

Computer Education
Infinit Education
NIIT Quality_
Computer Education Tel. 445518/7-442073
British Institute for languages & Computer

Tel: 266222-Fax: 514755

Sana’a: 440170, Aden: 248177

:

Hodeidah:234982, Ibb:411988
Mukalla 302641 Seuyn: 402469

FREIGHT
sl FORWARDERS
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
Tel: 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905

World Link Tel: 01 444550/441935

Modern German Hospital ~ Tel. 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital Tel: 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital Tel: 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital Tel: 01 246967/66

HOTELS

Versailles Hotel Tel: 01 425970/1/2

Sheraton Hotel ~ Tel: 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel Tel: 01 546666 Fax: 01 546000
Taj Sheba Hotel Tel: 01 272372

Relax-Inn Hotel Tel: 01 449871

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6
Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,

5 lines, Taiz: 258881,
Yemen Insurance company
272962/43,  Aden: 247617
Mukalla: 304292,

Aden: 244280

Sana’a: 272806/

Taiz: 250345
Hodeidah: 261839/17

Al-shaibani restaurant super deluxe

Tel: 266375 - 505290 Fax:267619

Rainbow Pre-School 414-026/424-433
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2

Fax 370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a ~ 448258/9
Taiz 205593
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159

Supermarket
AL-JANDUL Supermarket. Tel: 01-422610

Translations
AL-SHEHAB TRANSLATION SERVICES

Translation of all the documents, reports, researches
BoQ, articles, contracts, surveys, letters, certificates
essays, fictions, stories and novels
Arabic-English:English-Arabic
Tel: 777762202 - 733008686 fax: 01/420657
Email: sts.yemen@gmail.com
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-
Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea- Amharic.

Tel: 01-240515

Falcon Holidays ~ Tel: 444118
Al-Nasim Travel ~ Tel: 270750
Universal Business Travel Center Tel: 441158/9/60

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy
Tel. 01 - 417441 Fax: 412039
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen Arwa University Tel: 44997172
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567, Fax:675885

To partpate
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Thabet Son Corporation

ituated at Al Wasita in the

city of Taiz to the west of the

Ashrafite Madrasa, the Al

Mo'tabia Madrasa has the

rare distinction of being built

by a woman, Gihat Al Tawashi Al Agal

Gamal Al Dein Me'tab bin Abdullah Al

Ashraf. She was the wife of Sultan Al

Malik Al Ashraf Ismail bin Al Afdal,

mother of his sons Al Abass and Ali Al

Mujahid, and is supposed to have died in
Zaid in 796 A H./ 1392 A.D.

The school is built around an open

nave flanked by four porticos, the deep-

est of which is that of the Kiblah. The

Shahran Hotel

self-inking stamps
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portico of the kiblah is covered by six
domes, decorated from the inside with
various glittering ornaments whose ele-
ments are derived from plants. Their
effect is enhanced by geometrical and
written elements in bright colors on a
layer of gypsum. The main entrance is at
the south of the school but there are a
number of annexes to the school. The
most important of these is the western
gathering in which students were edu-
cated according to the Shafie School on
the subject of jurisprudence, both funda-
mentals and branches. The large hall
was created specifically to teach the
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Shahran Hotel “Businessmen’s best” continues to offer to its guests
unique services. From its newly expanded restaurant that offers
delicious Yemeni, International & seafood dishes, including catering
services; to its newly refurbished luxurious conference hall that

accomodates  banquets,

meetings

and special  occasions.

New light meals & Shisha services are now offered around the pool for an

unmatched view of Sana'a

in the most comforting atmosphere.

We are working hard to make Shahran your sacond homs...
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P.0.Box: 7202, Hadda Area - Bait Bous , Sana'a - Yemen
Tel: (967 1) 418320/1/2/5

shahran@univarsalyemen.com
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Fax: +967 1 418324
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read

English-1 o6
nglish-language newspaper sl b o

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY - SAL

y
CONSTRUCTION OF MECHANICAL
AND HEAVY CIVIL PROJECTS

e Petrochemical plants, refineries.
@ Heavy, light industrial plants.
e Power and desalination plants.

e Offshore structures and underwater works.

e Pipelines construction and maintenance.

e Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
@ Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
@ Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
@ High quality buildings & sports c

@ Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution

@ Fuel and water storage tanks.
@ Oil fields ancillary installations.
@ Air purification for industry

e Marine docks, harbours, deep sea

berths & refinery terminals. systems.

Aden

Tel: (967-2) 377328

Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye

Sanaa

Tel: (967-1) 441638

Fax: (967-1) 441630

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Koran to young orphans.

Many reputed scholars of the era stud-
ied at this school. They include Imam
Reda Al Dein bin Al Khayat, jurist
Hassan bin Abdul Rahman (died 866
A.H./ 1461 A.D.), the erudite Shams Al
Dein Ali bin Elias Al Hamaoui who
came to Yemen in (797 AH. / 1394
A.D.), and Shams Al Dien bin Said Al
Zubairi Al Ma'afri who was a specialist
scholar in grammar, linguistics, funda-
mentals, the Islamic law of inheritance,
logic, and algebra.

Schools built during the Rasulid era
were generally similar in design, with a
central courtyard surrounded by halls,
student rooms, classrooms and a
mosque. Most schools were also built
with a sepulcher where the founder of
the school was buried, which also served
as a place for the Koran to be recited at
the beginning or the end of classes.

Visitors to the building will easily rec-
ognize it to be a school, and marvel at
the progress made through its architec-
tural and artistic functions. Because of
the structural and climatic characteris-
tics, the architects utilized all their pro-

S
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fessional skills to bring it the best
designs, architectural elements, building
materials and decorative elements. The

W

way these architects dealt with climatic
and environmental challenges have
made the school one of the extraordi-
nary examples of the Yemenis' deep-
rooted architectural thinking in one of
their most thriving cultural epochs.
Source: Tourism ministry ,

.. www.cacbank.com.ye
Endowment nministry
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Zubayen Trading & Industry Company mb_aﬂg Oyl iy AS poi
Sana’a (441575/571) Fax: 441579, E-mail: zubayenl @y.net.ye.
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Aden (205060/1/2) Fax: 205063, E-mail: zubayenA @y.net.ye
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